
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



F 






1 



#^i 

•?.£«?■" 



^^ 



.■*-i-fe%v^. 



7/, 







/^/^. //.. /L.'u. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Digitized 



byGoogk 




PRESE^^TTEDMY 
Ills ^"IDO>V^ 

JUS l>AtTOHTER 

His i>^vit€;hte ii-ix-laav 

TO THK 

Tl.LlSXOX.XXDTILDJiX P<«3B.VriO\S 
IX ilKMOKY OF 







Digitized 



byGoogk 



THE NEW YORK, 

PUBUC LIBRARY 



Digitized 



byGoogk 




^^wi'^f^^J^ 



^uili^,4t S^»X I^ fyJ[I7M,Mf, ^Ar- .^f/hr' JUw. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^^ >',.... ,..,J5^^ ^""^ 



'( 






5(5- 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC ''I 




, 



^ull^tJ ^yCM. i^ IfJ^ir^^thf. ^A^ ^^^r- . 



Digiti^dd by VjOOQ IC 



H I ST O R Y 



OF THE 




R 



W'lT H 



C4MERICA,PBANCE,SFAIJVI 



AN D 



H O L L A N I>; 

convmeHcingjrii'j'js and ending mijS^ 
InFourl^lmnes witkPoTlniUs.J^£ctfM- andChartr 

voi.n. 




M>lifhedl>y liis Jmjfefigji Royal Licence and Authoxit^. 

ForJOH2^ FrELI>JJ>^G,P£ttrrNo/lerMow. 

MDCCLXXXVI. 



t 



•.WCTHEB 



I COPY \ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 






THF N'E'W' YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

591606 




Digitized 



byGoogk 



iilii ^o ii ^mfmm¥^ \ i ' >■ »■ nn i n ^r^^m^im^mSSSSmifS^ 

HISTORY 

•» Tin 

W A R, &c. 



G rt A P^ XVIL 

frinfii^'mi in Qnui Britain uktingio Mierk4^ 

THE Britifh ittioiftry ha4 ^dv^ engaged tb? 
nation in i conteft^ frdm which i% was equal* 
4y in^umbeiK on them to esctricate it with hoiiour^ 
and ^i^ult at the fame time to recede^ The exf 
P^ations of the t>ublic had been highly raifed bj 
the fpirit of firmtiefs that had been difplayed in al« 
ierting the fupreme authority of the ftate over all 
its dominidi^:j- sindit-Wiis il^d^ubted but th<f molt 
efficieilt- pi^^fs- would Vlie^^ and eiectited^ 

in order to fi||5iyrfs!an4 x>vcrfet at once, every 
fd^heme and a^el^jjtt^ oppofe it« 

It wa$ thereto 5yitjtjdftiliitc aftOnjihn^ent and dif- 
fatisfa£tioa> •thc?'haci6a*f6c6ived fugh repeated in- 
telUgence of the fuccefsf ul ftand the Colonies were 
making every where againft the forces that had 
been fent to compel them to obedience j and that 
inftead of having made any progrels in re*eftablilh#> 
ing the power of Britain, they were unable to keep 
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the field, and clofely bcfiegcd themfelvcs In the on*- 
ly town remaining to Britain throughout all her dff- 
affeded Colonies. 

Thefe were heavy tidings to thofe who had with 
fu^ a fanzine affurance' predicted an inftant f«b- 
miffion, on the very firft appearance of the Britifii 
fleets and armies. They were particularly alarming 
to miniftry ; who,, though they might not expeft a 
ready compliance, never imagined they would have 
been refilled with fo much firnmefs, and have met 
with fo litftfi fucceft. 

The profped of the reproaches they would infal- 
libly meet with from their Parliamentary opponents, 
filled them with the greater anxiety, as they were 
fenfible that thefe h^d too truly prognofticatcd what 
had happened. 

And yet their fpirit was too great to yield to the 
firft impreflion of difappointment. They felt toa 
deeply fcrr the. honour of the nation, as well as for 
their own, to give .up a conteft in which fo much 
was at ftake, on fo flender a trial. They knew ^e 
refdurces of the country they governed, as^ well as 
the difpofition of 'the people, were not to be eafily 
broken. To make conceflions therefore to thofe 
from whom they had fdloiig required fubmiflion, 
'would expofe tliem to the flight of the public^ aH4 
entirely turn their reputation. 

Whdt bore heavidl^top(«i;t*dfdy*HSl\|?^^ maiiagcd 
the aiFaifs of the nfttibii ^itide tKr firiff* Commence-* 
ment of this dtfpute,' w^s.<h^ Cuifeiflednefs of their 
dejtcfmination what meaftlreyW^^atkey* ^Theyhad fa 
long hefitated ^bout cW?fJSo%^ ;4t^ had thrown 
put fo many threats^ tlfaf CHe Smcrlcans forefeeing, 
from their own refolution nevet to accede to the 
fyftem of Great Britain refpedting them, that mat- 
ters would undoubtedly conie to extremities at laft, 
liad in the Iot^ interval given ribem to refleft upon 

■ iStjs 
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thisfubjeft) tnkea effectual meafures to prepare for 
tiiemi 

It was chiefly this delay and hefitation that the 
Majority^of the enemies to the claims of the Colonics 
reprobated with ^reat afperity . It was now additional^ 
ly complained ot, as an overfight arifing from impro* 
per confidence; that after vigorous meafures had 
been adopted, they had not been duly profecuted j 
mnd that a ftrength had not been provided fufficient 
to put an end to the difpute at once. It ought to 
have been fo powerful, as to have overwhelmed any 
force that could have been brought to oppofe it.— -^ 
By cruihing the firfi infurredion, all others would 
have been prevented, and the very idea of reiift« 
ance would have fubfided. 

Thefe indeed were complaints of old Handing; 
They had begun with the very altercation itfelf. It 
had at that time been vehemently afferted,* that no 
policy could be worfe than to temporife in a bull* 
nefsof this'kind: an abfolute decifioil»ihould hav« 
been made^ either to relinquilh the claims upon 

.America, or enforce them with the whole might of 
the empire: this not having been done, in p^roper 
tiofe, it was now too late to attempt it 4 Warning 
had been given to the Colonies, and they had takei> 
i)^ The blow ikould have fallen upon them un« 
expe&edly : this might have proved the cafe M 

<Sx&f but could not at prefent* 

It was argued on the other fide^ that to take 
fuch violent and fhdden meafur(s>' was utterly in^ 
confiftent with the fpirit of the Engliih conftitutibni 
They ^ho recommended them, forgot that in 
Great Britain lenity to the fubjeA wad the iirft 
tnaxuxi of government* To have therefore deviated 
from it in fo firiking a manner, would have fub-^ 
jeded the miniilry to univerial odium : ^ They would 
^ve been reprefented as arbitrary in the extreme^ 
mkd^M aiming to eftablilh defpotifm over fo coniidera^ 
. A 2 bk 
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|4« t pjtri of tjKe Brittfh' dotntBttms^ in dtitt ft? 

Eve the way to the eftabliihment of it at luxmri 
iputations of this kind were often obje^cd ta 
minifters on lighter foundations ; it was tiieir dttt|f 
to kee][> their pharadier clear of thenv and to IbnA 
in as fair a light as pci&ble with a peopk {o fuff 
pleious, and ^ eafy to proYoke as that i>f Gtt» 
Britain* 

They had, i^ was true, long bora with the petilw 
iance and refra&orinefs of the Americaflf ; but 
they were warranted in lb doing by the hopes thejf 
had forn^ed, that their forbearance would beat* 
tributed to the conftitutional caufe. they had men^ 
tloned, by thbfi^ towards whom it was exorciftdt 
and that thefe would be too prudentf toexaiperatc 
by their intemperate condud, a. nation <if whien liiey 
jmade a part, and of which they knew the fpirit and 
power would not bear iU ufage unrevengcd* 

But as the^ mildileC^ with which they kstd a^ed> 
iiad been f^ itl re<)ulte4f tJnoiewho had complained ^ 
of their tardinefs, ihouldf now be witneffes tfatf - 
when roused, they could exisrt themielves vitik 
due vigour for the honour ^d iotereft of their 
ix>untry« Thele fiiould be fupportedln f«ieh a naoui^ 
her, as ihould convince the world,, that iC Britaia 
took a long time to oonfider^ bcfyf^&e fliiffered 
taientment to pi^vpil, yet when it was^thofougUjr 
kindled, fhc was abk to oiake t^ofe repeat .wk# 
tiad dated to provoke her* 

The only reafon why they had deferred pntting 
forth the full ilrength of the nation^ wa& that the 
Americans, by becoming convince^ that it was in 
earned, might yex have leifure to <poader on the 
dresblful dangers they would incur by yeatufing to 
encounter it : That were they to pimre unequal to 
fuch a Arifc, asit probably wouM Ji^ppc»>, they 
had no further favour, to expiaft, and would no 
iongcr be treated as. fellow ft^bjeds^ but as. acxttk 
* ^. *^ . quered 
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ffwred tialiofi. Thi» WM a ptcfff^St vfhkh thcf 
cbuHl not fiftil to behoM in their cookr moments i 
tkcy ought to refled^ that the AiC€^fl«s they had 
liiM with, were aocidentaU and owiqg to fortuitous 
ctufes, Which would noc long fubiift. When they 
Uxftho force of Greae Britam approaching in full 
ariay^ they would then difcover lyow arduous « 
talk .they lu^undertalten, and begin to think themi* 
felves rniAaken, in ^ting their ftretigth fo high as 
they had been induced to do by ibme unexpected 
events, whieh> Itowcver favourably they might 
fetm to omen to their wiihesi mi^ht in the end 
proYemuehmore delufiw than ferviceable. 
. SiM^ were the reprefentations of that party which 
ndhered to theminiftry. In order to make them 
gtx>d, and cffi^ftuaUy to iilence the animadTerfions 
of delay and want of vigour, to which they had 
. hitherto been expofed, it was refolved to profe^ 
i^ute the war Britain was now engaged in, with all 
the ftrength and might of which the realm was 
capable^ Such a force flx>uld be provided for that 
purpofe» as fliould difplay to the European world 
theinmenfityof the Britiih power, and what reibureea 
this kingdom poflefled, when it became neceflary 
to employ them* Ametica Should fiand aftoniihed 
At the ffreatnefaof the&e^rts ; and unlefi mifled 
by wilrul in£tfuatton^ would clearly perceive the 
iiaavailingnefs of ail endeavours to withftand them. 
rThus mey ihould compafs the two points they 
hadmofl at hearts they fhould reconcile firmnefs 
with lenity. It would then be acknowlodged by all 
impartial people^ that they had behl^ved with thf 
canftitutional moderation that beeamo a Britiih mw 
jiUlry; and on the failure of that, had exerted* 
themlelves, as it was their duty to do who dircft- 
cd the affairs of a brave and poDent JUacioa. 
2 . Thb manner of reafontng, and this plan of aft* 
ingf wef e^ aiftagethern not unacQe{ktahie to the tem*- 
A a P«f 
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|>er of many people at this rime. It may be t^ed| 
that in this country^ vigouf and refolution in its 
rulers are « a covering for many deficiencies. No 
nation that* enters into a war^^ is lefs apt to look 
back into the proceedings that brought them into 
it than the Englilh, They go forward too eamcft-i 
ly for much retrofpedionj, and are chiefly intentfOit 
profecuting it with fpirit. Such a difpofition^ in-* 
i:lines them to bear with alacrity the diilreffes that 
necefT^rily follow, and to think little of them, pro* 
vided they are counterbalanced with events that 
tend to gratify their natural paffion for glory. 

Their pride ai)d high*mmdednefs had been fet^. 
merely checked by the late tranfadions in America. 
They faw a people, who, though joined by the 
firideft bonds of fraternal union, were dill confit 
dered by them in a fecQndary light, pretending to 
a right of equality in every thing they looked upon 
as moft valuable and important. This pretenfion 
had been afferted with a vigour and fuccefs that furr 
prized and offended them : they felt themfelvesi 
in confequence, much Icfs difpofed to examine the 
juftice of their demands, than to make them fenfibl^ 
that Engliflimen were ftill their fuperiors, 

It had been apprehended, that a fpeedy dimiiiu- 
Cion of the trade with America would have been th« 
immediate poqfequenca of hoitilities; but it hap- 
pened otherwife, The importations from that 
country, fpr the payment of their debts, were re- 
markably abundant this year, and fiirniihed their 
well'wiih^r^ with well-grounded reafons to repre- 
sent th^ni as a people whofe probity rendered 
•them *the mpre highly delerving of our re-*- 
ipedr^ as notwithftanding they were ^t the eve 4>{ a 
ixrar mth the moft dangerou$ enemy they could have 
(o encounter, ftill they were too honeft, and to0 
generous, to avail themfelves of fuch a pretence to 
^ef eV |he fettleix)ent of their accouigs wi^ that very 

f^w- ' aV^ 
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The payment of this balance^ together W|t^ the 
uncommon demands from Turkey, and Ruffia,, 
about this time, brought immenfe fums of mo-* 
oey into the nation, and occafioned a circulation of 
trade and bilfinefs that kept up for a while jhe fpi- 
rits of the mercantile claffes, and prevented ^ny" 
complaints for want of the American commerce. » 
' Add to this, the incfeaiing neceffity of large and 
cxpenfive fuppiies to the fleets and armies that were 
waging war at fuch a diflance, and in fo many dift 
ferent parts. The complicated variety of public 
exigencies was now fuch, as to afford fubfiftencc 
and profit to a multitude of branches^ The ^lumc*^*^ 
rous Shipping employed for thefe purpofe^, the 
many contracts, and other beneficial methods lof 
dealing, occafipned by the meafures fo extenfively 
purfued^ made them in fome refpeAs extreme^ 
popular. Prefent emoluments effedUally hid the 
profpeft of filture detriment ; and the crouds that 
participated in the gains arifing froi:n all thefe quar^i* 
ters, were hot only animated themfelves, but con* 
^ributed to encourage others in the profecution of a 
war that procured them fo lucrative a maintenance^ 
But numbers of thofe commercial individuals, 
whofe i^fight into the caufesof the prodigious influx 
of money that had lately taken place, led them t0 
fear that it would not continue, were as (Irenuous 
as ever in the^r difapprobation of 'hoftilities with 
America. The majority in the trading towns wer^ 
of this opinion^ The great body of the people ftill 
continued divided ; but the pluwlity werp inclined 
to peacfe. They copfidered the Am«rigarts as b^e^ 
thren, and though they w^re not wijlrngtoyield*^ 
cheir threats, ai)d would hav^ gUdly feen theoA 
Jiumble4 in the field of battle, yet^this proceeded 
purely from thepoinr of patioi)^ ^hoiiwr. Tiif jr 
lypuld.not^ v^ith the like fa^isfai^ion^liaYe feen th$(0 
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^(][)Al)eA ^fthtit Y^m\t%, »tid rdduccd to Aft)l«te 
^a uncontfoqled fulytftlbh. 
; 8\|ch \t^^ tht difi^bfitioft df t\it Britifli natioti itt 
jg*5tt»lf Matiy, indc^d^ among thofe thsit com- 
pNed th^ |tiidd|e ^lafles^ repidned in a kind of in^ 
aiffirnencc wbiiih way fortune might decide th<& gon* 
tcft> White tht^y wifhfed well to their cpuntry, they 
Hid ftdt f(tirgfct| that the welfare of the Colonies Was 
^l0fejy #6^n^atSd with theirs ; and thr fpirit of pet^ 
ibN itidtspeiid^nte, (b natural to En^li&men, ten^ 
0tf^ th?m ipdujgent to the claims qf a p^ple 
V^htitt j^t^tenfibps v>tYit no fatther thap thejr own,. * 
• ft wa^ phiefly among the lower denpminatlons, 
fhf dilli^e df ah American war w?is moft vifible : a$ ' 
flO ptmlt l{\ feurone entertain Icfs dreat^ and defer- 
khtt ftr their J\iperiOrS, and are more ready tQ 
ttwart and et)tihtef aft them than the commonalty of 
Englai^d, they ffOke their fentiments bo|dly an4' 
l^ithdUt fe^triunt, land for u pled nottp teprpbatethe 
^iMdUi^ of their rulers \n terms of the? utmoft ac* 
tJflmony, 

The perfuafion wafe ftrong a^ rooted among thi$ 
part 6f the coipmunity, that the people of the Co- 
lbt\lts w^e ill treated and opnreffed, and tjiat they 
Were thercfwe^-j^jftifiable in^ themfelves, 

Though this Opinion Jiad no influence in the councils 
pf thofe who governed the nation, yet it was highly 
prejudiciai to the meafures they Were fprftiingi It 

^ materially defeated fome of the prin^pipal plans in 
Imitation-, by obftfiiding thofe levies of men with* 
<iut Which they COtUd not be profeCuted, Never di^ 
the reprinting fcrvice, iri the memory of the oldeft 
|icrfons whe^ had been em ploy c4 in \t^ proceed fo hea*r 
viiy : the reludance of individuals was ftriking and 
peculiar ; they not only refufed the ufual proffers pf 

^ ^ncoura^^ment, but reprobated, with warmth and 
itt^ignati^, tke e^^fe in Which they w^e f^licited 

. - ^ • ■ ' to 
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« engage, and exerted tb^mfclves to prevent others 
from engagijig. - 

Neither was this open reprobation of the Ameri^ 
^tt war confined to this clafs. The city of London^ in 
its public Capacity, teftifiedan averfenefs to it equally 
acrimonious^ When intelligence arrived of the aftair 
itt Lexington, the whole city was thrown into commo-' 
tiott^ Thofe murmvir$ and complaints were renewed 
that had now diftraded it for ten years. A remon*- 
ftrance and petitio^n were framed no ways inferior for 
pointedrieft and veherrtence of expreffion, to any that 
had ever precedetl, ' Animadveriions of the feyereft 
nature were pafled upon the miniftry and P^rlia* 
tncnt^ and no cenfures were fpared ui>on thofe who 
had promoted or advifed the prefent meafures. 

It was not without difficulty that the more mode* 
rate piarty procured a reprefentation to the Throne, 
pxprefled in terms more cool andtcmperate than the 
ifbmier one- It was ftiled, " an humble petition 
tiid addrefst** It lamented the difturbances in Amc* 
rica, together with thofe meafures which had occa- 
sioned them. It afleited the attachment of the Colo- 
iiies to Great Britaiir, and juftified ^hcir conduct upoii 
thofe prii^ciples of freedom infeparable from its con- 
ftittition. It referred to the various proofs they had 
given pf their readinefs and zeal to aflift this coun- 
try, and implored a fufpeniion of hoftilities, thatfuch 
fiiethods to fompofe the unhappy differences rio^ 
diftrafting the Britifli empire might be applied, a& 
might tern>inate in a permanent pacification. 

The anfwer to this addrefs was, that while the 
cqnftitutional authority of the kingdom was openly 
refitted by America, it was necelfary to continue a 
fpirited enforcement bf thofe meafures by which 
a}on€ the rights and i&terefts of the realm could be 
duly maintained. > 

In thi$ feafon of diffention and difcontcnt, nothing 
wa$ vj^Qit remarkable th^n the iirn^efs with which 
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funcky individuals avowed their adherence to the 
caufe of America^ and maintained the propriety of 
tjvcir conduft. 

Among theie, no perfon iignalized himfelf more 
confpicuoufly than the Earl of Effingham. — He had 
jfrom his youth been fond of a military life* Ac* 
tuated by a ftrong defire of improvement^ he had 
ferved as volunteer in the Ruffian army in the late 
war againft the Turks. Since his return to Eng- 
I^d^ he had conftantly oppofed the minifterial qe^ 
figns againft the Colonies. It happened that the 
regiment to which he belonged, was one of thofe 
which now was ordered out upon that fervice. His' 
fpirit was too great, and the fenfe of his dignity too 
powerful, to fufFer him to become inftrumental 
in* the execution of mealures which he had fo expli- 
citly difavowed and condemned. Impelled by thefc 
ii:M>tives, he refigstd his commiffion, declaring tha( 
his hoiiour and his confcience would not permit him 
to feed the blood of his fellow fybjedls in America, 
who were contending for their liberties. 

The example of a nobleman of fuch diflinguilhed 
lank, was not without influence. Several officers 
who were of the fame opinion, declined afting 
againft America. iThough their conduft did not 
pafs uncenfured by many, it met with no lefs a numr 
bcr of approvers. In fo difputable a queftion it was 
generally allowed, that a man's confciepee and prin- 
ciples were not bound to give way tp the maxims of 
military obedience. 

This refignation was highly applauded by all 
jhof^^ who diflented from miniftry. It conferred 
a high degree of popularity on that nobleman. He 
received the public thanks of the city of London 
for his bel^viour ; and was honoured with (he fame 
teftimony of approbation and refpeft from the city 
pf Dublin, 
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- *Both the metropolis and kingdom of Irisland^ were 
in general averfe to the fyftem f purfued refpedting 
America.r That party held a numerous meeting 
about this time, wherein they declared their difapr 
probation of it in the moft poignant and fevers 
jerms. 

The fufpenfion of the fale and purchafe of negttj 
flaves m the Weft Indies, and in North America, 
and the prohibition to export arms and powder, had 
thrown great impediments in the way of the vaft 
trade that had been fo long carried on to the Coaft 
of Guinea from Briftol and Liverpool. Thenumc- 
jFOUs fliipping employed heretofore in that branch 
pf bufinefs, were laid up. The failors difmiffed 
from the merchant fervice on this and fome other 
accounts, amounted in this latter place to near threQ 
thoufand. Their fituation foon rendered them riot- 
pus ; and the town's people were obliged to call m 
jhe aid of the military to quell them. ' 

While the nation was in this ftate of perplexity, 
ihe petition which the Continental Congrefs had 
drawn up to be laid before the King, was brought 
pver to Erigland by Mr. Richard Penn, Governor 
pf Pennfylvania, and one of the principal proprie- 
tors of that Province. He was commiiSoned by the 
Congrefs to ptefent thii petition to the King, after 
which he was direfted to give it to the public. 

The arrival pf this addrefs was a welcome news 
^o thofe who wiihed to fee an end of this unfortu<? 
jiate quarrel. Men in general began to congratu<^ 
late themfeives, that the application came firft from 
America, and hoped that an overture of this kind 
would be favourably treated, efpccially as i? was re^ 
ported that the petition was worded in the moft re- 
Ipedful manner, and contained fome proj[>ofals that 
lended ftcongly tq renipve all obftacles to a pacir 
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Biit this»cxpeftation wasfoon difappointerf. On 

'\ht firft of September, Mr. Penn and Mr. Lee de* 

livered this petition into the hands t>f Lord Dart* 

mouth ; and on the fourth they were told that no 

anfwer would be given to it. 

A declaration of fo explicit and pofitive a nature^ 
jujt a period at onc^ to the hopes of ail tHofc who 
had flattered themfelves that a road had been opened 
to reconciliation. The Americans in London ex- 
prefled on this occafion more furprizethan any other 
people. They had been informed by their corref- . 
pondents in America, that an addrefs to the Throne 
•was on its way to England, the purport of which 
Was of fo conciliatory a nature, that it was not 
doubted in. the Colonies, it would be'produftive 
tjf fome good tffc&. This nerfuafion fccmed fa^ 
well founded there, that on the ftrength of it, the 
Americans, it has been faid, began to ilacken in 
their military prei>arations, imagining, that before 
long they might become needkfs. 

It was univerfally agreed, that the language of 
this celebrated petition wayrefpedful, and breathed 
peace and reconcUiation in the higheft degree, 
Thofe who were iricHned to give fatista^ion to the 
Colonies in the way which they had pointed out in 
this requeft, repfefented Lord Dartmouth's anfwet 
as a final renunciation of all friendly intercourfe 
with America. This would drive them to thofe ex* 
' ttemities, at which they had hinted in the decla* 
Tation they had publMhed to juftify their taking uo 
5firms, They would now be compelled to conned: 
themfelves with thofe who were beft able to proteft 
them ; and who could blame them for it ? Britain 
drovti them, as it were, ffom her prefence, and eveiji 
enjoined them total filence^ What were they to do 
in fo mournful an extremity, but dei>art as they 
Were bidden, and ferioufly confylt how to flieiter 
themfelves from the impending wralhoCan irritated 

I people. 
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)>eople, who had plainly given them t9 underlla»d^ 
tiut they had nothing heucefnah tp expe^ bul 
enmity and veageaiice i :. , 

Was this, faia they, a prptper manmr of r«oeiT-» 
Ing the decent and bunible . iuppUcation of throj 
miiUons o( me&> inhabiting a rich^. fertUe, and tt^ 
lenfive country, whofe wealth, populoufnefs, an4 
importance, were daily increafing^ and were alrea^ 
dy become the wonder of the univerfe ? Who ever 
could have fuggefted fuch an anfwer, was either a* 
fecret (cM^ to the Britiih nation, or was urged by 
fooae fatal and unaccountable Infatpation, to View 
every ^i^cumilance relating tp Great Britain and 
America, in a falfe and erroneoua light* 

This aofwer^ did they, involvtS three things, 
th^t Aoierlca had long, wiihed, aadmadeber utm<^ 
etfbrts to keep a? the remoteft diftance \ thefe were 
the neceffity now impofed upon them to renounce^ 
their allegiaace, to declare themfelve^ indepet^eot^ 
and to ftpek a fordgn connexion. The nrft they 
Wefc in a manner commanded to do, the fecond was 
a natural confequence q( the firft, and the thir4 was 
the neceffary tefult of both. It was not to be ima* 

fined that after fo terrible an ultimatum as they had 
card, they could, in prudence and juftice to them- 
felves, ne^eft any means %o fecure their country 
and its interefts from the dati^crs with which they 
•rcre evidently threatened. 

SKic^h were the reprefcntation? made by the Amef- 
ricans and their adherents on this occafion^ Nor 
were they wanting in further anim^v^rfions on th^ 
reply given to their petition. It was, in their opi- 
nion, not only injudicioiis, and tending to perpe- 
tuate an enmity, which it ferioufly behoved both 
fides to tonclude, but itw^ in the higheft degree 
ill-timed, and ill-agreeing with the preient situation 
q£ the Britiih affairs in America. 

Had 
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. Had that country been overran and thoraiijAS^ 
fubdued by the arms of Britain,^ fuch an infwer 
even then, would not have becooitf. a humane con^ 
queror; but it was neither conquered nor yet had 
foffered a fingle defeat. The troops fent to reduce 
them, were, on the contrary, cooped up in a nar^ 
vow fpace, where they found it difficult to maintain 
their ground. They were at this hour enduring all 
the extremities of a clofe iiege, a prey to fickneft 
and famine, depreft with continual toils and fatigu€, 
and every hour expefting td be aflaulted by a juftly 
irritated enemy, and in dstiiger of being either put 
to the fword, or compelled to furrender, andlay 
down their arms for the prefervation of their Hvc^. 

Was this a fcafon to. affume the ftile of viflrory 
and conqtieft ? What grounds had Britain to fiatttf 
herfelf that an alteration would not fail to taMe 
place? America had fliown that even in the very 
outfet of her military exertions, Ihe was no defpi-^ 
cable enemy: flie had faced the braveft troops ef 
Britain, on the very ftrA day • that blood was- flred^ 
with an intrepidity which was even acknowledcd by 
thofe very troops. She -had, on the next occaii<m 
that offered, repulfed them with fuch a flaughter, 
as, confidering their number, no army had hardly 
ever experierfcerf. They remembered, and felt thtf 

' confequenoes. of it- to the prefent moment. 

The Americans had not loft fight of thofe tw» 
ihemorable days. If they had fpirit fufficient then 
to meet in fight thofcenemies, whofe valour was fei 
viniverfally acknowledged, and whofe fuperiority in 
arms they had fo much reafon to dread ; furely 

-now that they had proved themfelves not unwOT-*, 
thy to combat with them, it could not be prefumed 
in England that the terror of future confiid:s and 
dangers was ab^e to daunt them^ 

To infult the Americans was not the way to coir* 

' cifeice or to terrify them. They had ftrove, with 
2i- aU 



Digitized 



by Google 



L A t E W^A «, f5 

"^ntl their might, to bring about a return of friend* 
ihip ; and even while fuct^efsful, had foregone all 

* advantages, and humbled themfclves before Great 
Britaip, in hope of foothing her into gentlcnefs 
and conciliation ; but if ihe could fpurn them from 
her feet, €ven in the hour of her own difappoint- 
ment, and while the fate of war^hung in fvrfpenfe, 
what would her treatment of them have been, had 
fortune declared in her favour ? Ltt the impartial 
world decide, whether Britain had henceforth any 
right jto expeft fo fubmiffive an apjflication as the 
prefe&t, if indeed any application at all. 

America had, however, -by ftooping fo low, ac- 
quitted herfelf of a child's duty in the utmoft accep- 
tation of the meaning : Ihe had, in a manner, kified 
the rod that had ftruck her fo feverely. If, after 
this proof of dutifulnefs, the parent ftate retained 
her unfeelingnefs, and was rcfolved to repeat her 
blows, would any that were unprejudiced, afiert 
that America, thus ufed, ou^ht ftUl to proftratc 

* herfelf at the feet of Britain ? ' . 

Such were the comments made upon the anfwer 
given to the petition. After reprefenting the dif- 
poiition of the generality of the European nations 
in favour of America, it is almoft needlefs to men- 
tion that they blamed the rejeftion of this addrefs, 
as much as the Americans themfelvcs, and thought 
^hat the faireft and moft aufpicious opportunity was 
now loft of terminating this unfortunate conteft to 
the iktisfa^ion of both parties. 

But the favourers of miniftry warmly reprobated 
thefe allegations, as mere pretences and deceptions. 
True it was, they argued, the Colonies had ap- 
proached the Throne with every appearance of re- 
fped: i but what had they offered ? Obedience to its 
injuadions ? Repentance for their, unrulinef^ ? Or 
aflurances of future compliance or fubmiffion ? 
'Thefe alone were the teft of their fincerity : without 
: * thelc. 
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thefe^ they fiill remained in a ftate of refra^rinefs^ 
which the dignity of government could not countC't 
nance coniiftently with its own rights £ind c^Uims^ 
Were Britain to treat with them, while they had^ 
arms in their bands, it would produce two efifei^t 
which would prove eifentiaUy derogatory to her fu* 
permacy ; it^would place them on a footing fif equa^^ 
lity^ and would t^ach them to recur to violence 
whenever they had a point to carry* 

When the petition was viewed coolly and impar*^ 
tially, St offered nothing that could be accepted 
with propriety- Inftead of obedience, it propbft^ 
ftipulations ; where repentance was expe&ed, theii' 
cpndudl was juilified ; and for all'urances of good 
behaviour^ they demanded cojiceflimia* Werti thefd 
proofs of a defire to be reconciled upon any terms 
but their own ; and were notthefe the very cauf<^ 
erf the conteft > Was it not in qppofition to fucb 
terms that Britain had armed^ and taken the necef^ 
lary determination to do hcrfelf juftice ? Muft flie 
ttow fubmit to the mortification of laying her juft 
TOiger afide, and receive with open arms her revolt- 
ed fubjeAs, while they dill continued refra^ory^ 
«nd threatened her with a continuance of their re^ 
£ftance, unlefs ihe tamely fubfcribed to their prof 
|)ofals ? 

It was efafy for people, in the vehemence 6( theiif 
attachment to any caufe, to varniih it crvcr in fuck 
a manner, as to make tlie wrong appear the right 
fide of the aueftion^ But nothing couldl be more 
fimple and clear thto the cafe between Great Britain, 
and her Colonies^ Was ihe not the fovereign ftate ? 
Did they not profefs hommagc and loyalty to hct f 
What could thefe words mean, but compliance 
with her injundiions, unlefs they were evidently un- 
reafotiable and oppreffive ? But the. altercation was- 
not about their reftitude or impropriety ; it was 
merely whether they fhould be complied with jat auy 

rate J 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



L A T E W A Ri 17 

fatc> it^as a rcfilfal to ob6y any coniifaands, how* 
evet jufl a(nd jtidicious, unlefs they thought proper 
to ?tdrtlit them. * » 

In fuch a cafe no Priftce or State in Eurdpe would 
quietly pUt u^ ^ith an: indighlty of fo glaring a 
liatur^.' Was the cafe their ow!i;> they would have 
jHfted with tehfold the diligence and vigour that 
Great Britain, had difpiayed on! the prefent occafiom 
"They affefttid indeed to commifefate th 6 treatment 
of th'e Bf itiija Colohifts ; But who did not perceive 
thei^r drift ? EnVyof theprdfpertty dnd'grandetr olf 
Britain, was at the bbttorir of all this pretended 
jftohcerh : Its aim' was* to eicite the Golonifts td 
ccfnie td an irreconcilable rtipture with their parent 
ftate, *nd to dlfirieriiber themfelvei from her dd- 
mJniiyQ. ' This was the fole intent of that oflenta* 
tious zeal thefy had lately exhibited in their favour; 
As they had not fucweded' in their^ varidus endea^ 
Voyxis to overturn or weaken the power of Great 
Britain, they were now intent updn availing therii^ 
feltes of its inteftine di^entkwis ; and hoped to cdm- 
pafs by means of them what they had liot been able 
tb efeA of thenifelvesf 

Sia6h* were the wanii friends to whom the Colo* 
nifts looked vrith fo much thantfulnefs for theif 
partiality; their frieildlhip confiftdd in fpiriting 
tb^m up td proceed in a quarrel, which would in- 
Vt^lve them in blood and deftrudlion ; and df which 
fhciffue, w&ether profperous or fatal to them, would 
ftiH foifward the ends of theffe 2^ealous patrons } 
which was the diminution of the greatftefs of Bri-* 
tftin^ by whatever nieans it could be accompliihedi 

Was it td leward this patronage they were fo 
jiady to make a facrifice of their real jmd fubftan-» 
ttaMnterefis > Much it was to be feared, that Ame- 
rica ifould become the Viftinri of feduftipn. Led 
away by the fubtlety of infidioUs and falie-hearted 
abetters of their refiflancc t^ tkeir old and truell 

Vol. 11* No* 8. 1i friends^ 
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fifieiids^ and intoxicated by that incenfe of appl^mfe 
ivhich was fo fulfomdy profufed upon them frotn 
every part of the world that was inimical to Britain, 
it was^ unhappily for the Colonifts, to be apprehend- 
ed that they would become the blind inftruments of 
European craft and policy. Were they to fucceed 
in thofe deiigns^ which it was well known were 
prompted to them from more quarters than one, 
they would have done no more than avenged at their 
own cofty the caufe of thofe nations that had fuffer-^ 
ed fo many humiliations from Britain, without 
reaping any benefit to themfelves. 

Who could tell whether this petition, of which 
the Inerit was rated fo high, was not the joint 
fcheme of the Americans and their European abet* 
tors, in order to gain time by means of the delibe- 
rations that would follow, in cafe of its favourable 
acceptance ? Thefe, when once begun, tnight eafily 
be extended to a convenient length, and afford am- 
ple leifure to perfed thofe preparations that would 
be requifite to face the efforts that were expedled on 
the fide o£ Britain. 

The Americans began to be fenfible, that al- 
though the firft fteps taken by the Britilh' miniftry 
had not anfwered its expeftation, yet it would foU 
low up the determination taken to reduce them to 
rcafbn, with unabated fpirit. They knew, that 
with all their boaftings, the plans they had corti- 
menced were not yet brought to any degree of con- 
fiftertcy ; and that without fome further allowance 
of time and care, they Ihould ncA place themfelves 
On .jthat footing which was requifite to maintain theif 
ground, and keep polteflion of the advantages they 
had gained. 

Whether therefore the petition was a meafiire 
fuggeijed to them by others, or was their dwn fpon-» 
taneous prodiiftion, mattered little at the ptefent. 
It €#ukl evidently anfwcr no other purpofc than that 
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c( pfocraftination, which was now fo dp^fitc to 
the views an,d intereft of Great Britain, that nothing 
tending to indeciiwa or delay was any longer admit* 
fibki The Colonies were fully acquainted with the 
Conditions upon which they would be reftored to 
*|>eace and favour. It was hourly in their power to 
arreft the operations of war^ by fignifying their aC- 
. ceptance of them. , Until they confented to thefe 
conditions, the niifchiefs occafioned by hoftilities 
ought to be reputed their own feeking, and Britaiii 
was adting no other part that! that of a lawful fove* 
reign enforcing obedience from rebellious fubjeds* 

Would it be prudent, after incurring fueh a pro-^ 
digious expence in fitting out fleets and arraying ar- 
mies, to fufpend their operations upon a hire un- 
certainty? The petition was no more at beft: it 
prpmifed nothings and it offered nothing. Specifi- 
cations were ftudioitfly, though perceptibly avoid*- 
ed; all was left -to the chance of. neeociations: but 
thefe, it was well known, and taught in the fchool 
of politics, were beft forwarded by arms. While 
they were carried on in the cabinet alone, length 
and tedioufnefs attended them, and their final con^ 
clufion was always made in the field^^ ^ 

Let this therefore decide this troubldbme and 
perp^lexing bufinefs. Let the Americans be con* 
vinced at once of the ineffe^alnefs of their endea-^ 
vours-to terrify Great Britain out of her juft claims* 
Let them learn the difference between a ftateof obe^ 
dience and tranquility, and aiibte of refiftance and 
con^ufion. After experiencing the happirtefs of the 
one, and the miferies of the other, they would be 
better difpofed to liften to terms of accommoda- 
tion, than while they were fluihed with apparent 
fuccefles, and had not yet felt the heavy weight of 
that power which they had provoked. 

Befides thefe motives, there were others equally 

well-founded and warrantable* When people ar« 

$ a guilty 
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guiUy of rebellion wUhoucjuft caufea, govcrnmeat 
haj not oqjy a right tp puhiih^ but to derive fomr 
benefit from th^ punifcment, as aji atonement to 
th^ cpmpiiunity, aii4 aii an indemnifiqauon for the 
damages it m^y have fu(lained. Batfe thefe would be 
givea up, wer? Britain to defift from the purfuit of 
tk^ c^ieafures wherein Ihe v^as now fo deeply en* 
gaged. 

It was th€. ^uty of government pot only to chafv 
life the ifefra^oxy, bw to r^wgird its adherents,-rt» 
.Tfeefc: two maxims w?re the fujndameatal fupport 
ftf all gpod g«y-e?i>ment. It was by relaxing in the 
Q9C, and negJefting the Qthev, that difturbances 
comi}¥>nly ?iXQk^ Therobft^eperouibefs of the mul* 
titude cpyji^ ij^ever be effei^uaJly curbed without 
inaMng examples 06 the pnoiftiQtei;^ of feditioa; the 
rn^jr^, expjeditipufly this. was. dope, the fix>ner, it 
was evidept,^ an end wip^uAd be put t<^ iafurredions^ 
^1^ ijo the: i^jiappy aweffity of isijiilitiplying pu* 
Uifhro^st* 

. When peoiple vd^ic not to. be' tuied by fair means^ 
they defef ved coiiiapuifox:y treatment* This was the 
cafe, oi thie AjQiuericans* Now:was the time to rivet 
their fubmiliion, wthout leaving it ijj. their power 
feVQr §gain. fto\ aJteiftpt any re&i\aace« Their difpo- 
fition audi th«ir principles were experii^^ntally fuch^ 
that it was. nugatory to trtrfi tx> treaties for a perma* 
l>ency of pea^je itithalJ country* Nothing but force 
would keep theia in fobjeAiojGifrOTn.this day : they 
would remain waveriing and ynfixcd) in their obedi- 
ence, until they, had karhed by experienGfe that 
Britain Was able, to enforce it* 

This force, and this ability y were now iii th6 
hands of Britain* ' Would Ihp be ib ill advifed as iof 
throw tbiem. away, unernployed ? ' She had, at a vaft 
cxpence duly prepared herfelf fior the' ardutnis^ trial 
impofcd upon her by her rel^elliou&fubje^. Ought ' 
ihe not^ .by excr,ting.properly the foismidatbte poiwr 

'. : ' ^ ' ".. . • • bit' 
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ihe ftow poffcifed, to extinguifti the prcpenfity, by 
eradicating the very means and poffibility to, caufe 
any more rebellions ? 

The prefent iStuation of Britain required that Ihe 
fliould not recede. The government was in treaty 
with foreign Princes for the hire of confiderable for- 
ces, what a figure ftiouki we make in their eyes, 
if after fettling the terms with them, we Ihould 
break our agreement ? Would they not have reafon 
to tax ua with fickleiiefs and ter g iyerfation , — with t^^^ ' 
want of fpirit and perfeverance ? would they not 
teprefent us as a people Vbid of all firmnefs and c6n- 
iiftency in our plans,, and unworthy of confidence ? 
Should this country hereafter need affiftance of this 
kind, from whom could it be alked or expected ? 
. As it would therefore be a national degradaSdn 
to deceive thofe, who relying on our determinatioa 
md good faith, had engaged to fupply us with 
troops; fo it would be an argument of tamenefs' 
and timidity, to Ihrink from the refolution we had . 
fo loudly proclaimed of chaftifing the infolence of 
our revolted Colonifts. All Europe was waiting for 
the execution of our threats ; and it would lower us 
Hill more in the eftimation of th« world, to defift 
from, than to fail. in the attempt* We Ihould be 
^ccufed of weaknefs and imbecility in our councils, 
and Ihould lofe that efteem and refpedt in for^igft 
court?;, which the proudeft of them cannot refufe 
to a fpirited, though unfuccefsful people; but 
which the moft infignificant will deny to a ftate that 
afts with timoroufnefs and inconfiftency. 

What now remained to be done, was perhaps lefs 
difficult than what had preceded. It was no eafy 
taik to throw off the remembrance of thofe ties that 
linked us to i nation," which, though feated on the 
the other fide of the Atlantic, was a part of our* 
felves. Like a parent whofe feelings fufpend the 
puniihment q( an undutiful child, we had borne 
B'3 for 
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for years the refraftorinefs and difobedience of our 
Colonies, from an earneft defire and hope that they 
would return to their duty, Neceffity had at length 
overcome our reludtance to exercife our refent- 
ment. We were convinced of the propriety of de- 
laying it no longer ; and having, againft our incli- 
nation, our temper, and our -wilhes, brought our- 
felves to this indifpenfible meafure, we ' ought in 
wifdom, and juftice to our deareft interefts, fteadi- 
ly to perfift in it, however difpleafing and repug- 
nant to our feelings. 

It was therefore incumbent on us, now we had 
begun, to make the Americans fenfible of the fupe^ 
rior dignity of the Britilh nation, and to imprefs 
them at the Tame time with the terror of oiir arms* 
Tne firft would be effefted by continuing firmly to 
infift upon their accepting of the terms we had of- 
fered ; the fecond, by purfuing vigoroufly the mea- 
fures that had been refolved upon to enforce them 

Another motive prefented itfelf, highly deferv- 
ing of confiderationt The language of the miniftry 
had for a long time paft held out to the nation the 
fulleft ideas and expedlations of war : the fpirit of 
the people had been roufed accordingly, and they 
were now prepared for aftion. The armaments 
' that were fitting out, the forces that were raifing, 
had put an end to the pacific difpofition that had fo 
long governed their minds in ^11 matters relating 
to America i they too began to think, as well as 
the government, that it was time to affert the fo- 
vercignty of Great Britain over herColonies. Even 
thofe who did not heartily coincide with the niinif- 
terial views, did not imagine, that zfttv making fuch 
immenfe prepararations, it would argue much pru- 
dence in them to retrad their determinations, This 
would fubjeft them to the cenfure of all parties : 
4:he friends to America would blame them for the 
^eavy charges they h^d brgught upon the publig 
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nnneceffarUjr, and when, without incurring the 
kaft expenc'e, a fincere and fpeedy reconciliation 
might have been efFefted between Great Britain and 
her Colonies. They would be then accufed of in- 
capacity, and of having hegleded the due means of 
ending the difcord fo long fubfifting between them. 

In the mean time were America to refume her 
operations of refiftance, as they were entirely per- 
fuaded would be the cafe on the very firft occafion, 
they would be univerfaily loaded with reproaches, 
for having fuffered the critical moment to pafs when 
the Itrength of the nation was colle£led, and its fpi«- 
rit animated by a variety of motives, to exert its 
inoft refolute endeavours, and to ftrain every nerve 
in ocderto compel Amencgi to fubmit to the terms 
impofed by Great Britain. 

Now, therefore, was the , fortunate opportunity 
ef making the moft of the courage and refources of 
this country. The temper of the people was fa- 
vourable ; every thing was ready to fecond it that 
depended upon the care of government. Were mi- 
niftry to be tardy, or to betray any fympton of 
change in their fyftem, the public would be difap- 
pointed in the higheft degree, and would be totally 
difgufted at fuch uncertainty and fluctuation in their 
rulers : they would withdraw their confidence frorn 
them ; and Ihould thefe, on a conviAion of their 
mifiake, return to the fyftem they had forfaken^^ 
they would, in all likelihood, find no fupporters of 
their meafures from the miftruft they would have 
drawn upon themfelves, through their want of 
firmnefs and conftancy. 

It was cleat from eyery proof that could be look- 
ed upon as valid, that a iarge majority of the Bri- 
tifh nation coincided with the views of government ; 
Addrefles carr^e up from all quai^ters of the king- 
dom, warmly decifive in favour of the moft deter- 
piincii and aftive meafures againft America. While 
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the fenfc of t}je nation was fo general and fo pofi« 
tive in its cojjcurrence with the conduQ: adopted by 
piiniftry, thefe woilld be guilty ®f a moft unpar* 
donable error if tl^ey .omitte^ to iipprpve fo ay (pi* 
fipus an opportunity of accompanying the e^^ecu-^ 
tion of their defigns with all the energy and extejQt 
of whi^h it was fufeeptible, and of fecurlng the 
cpniplet;eft fuccej^s to them,^ fo f^r as. it, was po|5b)« 
fo confer fuch afecurityon trapfadtiqns wherein fp^-t 
tunp, aftef all the e^j^ertipns. of human wifdom, 
would ftill have the final decifipn, 
. Such were the motives alledged, in vindi^^tiQn 
pf thp refvifai to give aijy anfwer to the petitipl) fronj 
Congrgfs, I^p iijcidcnt whatever, fiqce tb^? ^egin-? 
ping of the conteft, Qccafioned* more cenfijre on,th§ 
part of oppofition, and . was juftificd with mor^ 
wannth or^ the other,, 

Oqe of .thg ipoft. unhappy confequences . of th^ 
fatal quarrel between Great Britain apd her Colp-* 
iiie^, was, thap it revived that fpirit of party which 
bad been in fpme m^afure fupprefled fince the a^:-? 
cefl^n of the preferit roy^l family to the Throne of 
thefe kingdoms, It had long been imagined tha5 
the diftinitipn o/ Whig and Tory h^d b^en drop^ 
ped for ever, and that whatever altercations migh? 
^rife, thefe nominal badges would never agaip cpniq 
^nto ufe to mark the refpedtive contendants. 

But this unhappy, sera feemed, as it -were, de«» 
figned to recall them frompblivipn with thw ^tten- 
^ant evils \ the violence and inveteracy that marked 
the civil diflent^pns in England, during the latter 
years of Queen Anne, a^ter laying dominant up-f 
wards pf (ixty years, were now renewed with no 
lefs vehenience an4 fury. One would h^ve thought, 
from the bitternefs ^nd rancour that attended th^ 
continual bickerings, daily taking p-ace betweoQ 
private in^iYiduais^ that r,pt only ^.i^eriea^ l?^^; 
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England itfelf, would at length become a fcene of 
mutual hoftilities- 

The tories were ^ccufi?d of promoting thofe fan-. 
guinaVy addreffes, as they were called, which en- 
fouraged the ravaging of America, and the (hed- 
ging of the blood Qf their fellow fubjeAs for affcrt- 
ing their liberties 5 they, it was faid, were the great 
piifinfpf mers of government ; the falfe rcprcfen'r 
Rations they were ftudioufly procuring from all 
qua|-|:ers,,of the temper and inclinations of the com-^ 
luvknjity, had more than any other cauft contributed 
|o feed the flame of civil war. • ' 

Their attachment to the Stuart family, and to 
thofe principles which the Princes of that name had 
fo notorioufly foftered to their own perdition, was 
eradicable from them, notwithftanding the dreadful 
confequences which the upholding of thefe pernicious 
priiKipfes had produced, both to themfeives and to 
thofe in favour of whom they maintained them with 
fomuch obfti^acy. 

England had, through their unfortunate machU 
nations, been ips^de a field of blood in the laft cen- 
tury, and hiid b^en perpetually tottering on the brink 
of ruin from the period of the reftoration till that 
pf the revolution ; when the more fenfible part of the 
nation, wearied out with fuch inceflant attempts to 
enflave them, took the refolution to expel an ill* 
advifed monarch, whom- the fate of his father could 
not prevent from treading in the fame fteps that 
brought him. to ruin. 

The tories, it was faid, were a race of men whom 
^xperietice could not cureV They had beheld reite- 
yj^ted proofs of the niifchief unavoidably rrefulting 
fr^m their maxims ; and yet they adhered td them 
with as much conftancy, as if they had been pro* 
duftive of the greateft benefits. 

:- .Whenever the evil ftar of England had fuffered 
theiw tQ predominate, difgrace had been the certain 
. ,;[ ! Confeqycnce 
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coitfequeftce abroad, and diffention at home. The 
only objeft they ever had in view, was the eflabliih* 
ment and propagation of their tenets : fo zealous 
were they in thefc matters, that they laboured for 
them alone : th^ honour and intereft of the nation 
were entirely out of their thoughts : thefe they 
would readily facrifice for the accomplilhment of 
their fchemes. Without expatiating on fubjeds 
that had filled the kingdom with indignation, it was 
fnfficient to remind the public of the fatal epochs 
of the peace of Utrecht, when, after waging a tri* 
umphant war of twelve years, and refcuing Europe 
from the defpotic influence and controul of France, 
all the advantages that might have been obtained;^ 
were. loft by thofe feuds which, they occafioned 
through their reftlefs endeavours to compafs the ini- 
quitous projeds they had formed. 

Thofe, on the other hand, who were branded 
with the appellation of tories, retorted all thefe re- 
proaches with theutmoft acrimony of language and 
argument. The whigs, faid they, were the ge- 
nuine defce(idants and reprefentatives of thofe re- 
publican incendiaries, who had in the laft century 
overturned the conftitution, and defolated the king- 
dom. Under pretence of affcrting the liberty of the 
fubjeft, they meant no more than to engrofs all au- 
thority to themfelves, and to oiift every man who 
differed from them in opinion : an impartial exaini- 
aation of their condufi jn the unhappy times aU 
luded to, would prove this beyond the power o( 
refutation. 

The zeal difplayedby the whigs for government; 
had never been real and patriotic ; it was purely m 
fupporf of their own people and meafures. They 
oppofed all thofe who difapproved of their princi- 
ples, whatever merit they could plead, orwhatevei? 
abilities they poflefled. Sooner than mifs of theif 
Jl^iLlls, they wpujd involve the realm in cohfufionJ 
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They boafted of the revolution, and of the fettlev 
ment of the crown Upon the Princes of the Houfe 
of Hanover ; but both thefe were the joint deeds of 
the whole nation. While their fadion was upper- 
moil, they were ^s tyrannical in maintaining them«» 
felves in the feat of authority, as thofe whom they 
taxed with being the favourers of abfolute monar- 
chy. Who were the framers of the riot aft ? Who 
were the eftablifliers of feptennial parliaments but 
the whigs alone, in oppofition to the repeated re- 
monftrances und clamours of the tories ? Were 
thefe, in the verieft height of their power, ever 
guilty of fuch glaring encroachments as the lafi^ 
upon the freedom of this country ? 

The tories, as their enemies affefted to call them, 
were the true and fubflantial friends to Engliih 
freedom, which confifted in preferving the confti-^ 
tution duly poifed ; in partitioning power between 
king and people, and leaving to each his ownfhare. 
But the whigs coveted the whole power of the ftate, 
and would truft the crown with hardly any more 
than the appearance and trappings of royalty : they 
affigned to it, in fliort, the mere Ihadow, and re- 
ferved the fubftance for themfelves. What was 
this but fubftituting an ariftocracy in place of a 
monarchy? Could this be called maintaining the 
<onftitution ? Was it not, in faft, laying the axe 
to its very root ? Was it not centering the fove- 
reignty in the hands of a faftion ? For what is 
ariftocracy but the combination of a particular fet 
of individuals, who have agreed to fupport each 
other in goyemiog exclufively the refidue of the 
community ? 

In the prefent difpute, the great and principal 
objeft of decifion was, whether King and Parlia- 
ment united were to be obeyed or refitted : the to^ 
ries declared for obedience, the whigs for refiftance. 
This w^§ tb? true ftate of , thp <jueftion, -and not 
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whether the tories or. the whigs were the . fincereft 
friends to the public. 

. Had the Crown, in the prefent unhappy conteft, 
afted independently of Parliament, or in contradic- , 
tion to its advice or confent, then indeed the whigs 
would have had reafo^ to complain ; but nothing of 
this k,ind was alledged. The King ^nd the Parlia* 
inent afted with an unanimity, that afforded not the 
fltghteft pretence for clamouring againft any inva- 
fion of popular rights. If the whig? were difpleafed 
at the perfe<5l concord of fentiments that fubfifted 
between the fovereign and the majority of his peo^ 
pie, as reprefented in Parliament, they were at full 
liberty to ihow, by dint of argument and reafoning, 
if fuch a thing were prafticable, that the king and 
the nation were both miftaken in their politics, and 
that themfelves only apprehended things rightly. 
*rhe field was open to them for fuch a difcuffion ; 
they had indeed, often entered the lifts; but had 
pot hitherto been able, to cotivid their opponents of 
difmanagement, any more than to gain them over 
to their way of thinking. 

■ ;The truth was, therefore, that two parties fub- 
fifted in the nation; the one. was of opinion that 
the Colonies owed obedience to Great Britain in 
aU cafes whatfoever ; and in cafe of refufal, ought 
to be compelled to. pay it : the other, though it 
acknowledged the fame obligation in the Colonies, 
thought it was unadvifable to enforce it. In a 
<jueftion of fuch importance, the only conftitu- 
tional method of deciding, was by an appeal to Par- 
liament. That appeal had been made ; and Parlia- 
ment had determined for compulfion. Such a de- 
cifion ought to be confidered as the voice of the na- 
tion* ^ Were a parliamentary majority to he viewed 
in any other light, all things would fall into con-* 
fufidn, and no rule of government would remain. 
: Yet it was this very plurality pf votes which 
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tbeoppofition ftrove with all its migKt to reprefent 
as vmdeferving of obedience ; for fuch was the evip 
dent and unqueftionable aim of all their argument^ 
and reprefentations. Their partifans had the auda*- 
city to ftile thofe men tories, who maintained the 
juftneis of complying with the will of the legifla- 
ture* But if fuch were the maxims of the whigs> . 
let impartial men pr(Miounce the fentence between 
them and the tories, and laying their hands upoo 
their hearts, confcientioufly decide, which of th^ 
two were the ftrideft obfervers of the laws of their 
country. ' 

As it was fcandalous, therefore, to ftigmatize mca 
for differing in fentiments, it wasftill more iniqui- 
tous to defame them for complying with the regu^ 
lations prefcribed by the wifdom of the commut 
nity, fot the maintenance of good order. The very 
effence of liberty confifted in fubmiffion to no au-r 
thority that was not enforced by a fuperiority of 
fuffrages. Tor endeavour at an invalidation of fuch 
authority, whether by open or indireft mean*, was 
confequently an attack upon the conftitution^ little 
differing from treafon, as it tended manifeflly to ^ 
breach of the public peace, and to render people re- 
fra&ory and feditious. 

Thefe heavy retortions did not pafs unanfwerT 
ed'. As they fell upon a numerous body,, a raufr 
titude of champions ftarted up in defence qi 
the principles of the Whig party. Thefe prinr - 
ciples, it was laid, Hffcxc either mifunderftood^ 
or mifreprefented by the Tories.- The true Whig$ 
were more intent on the fubftantial prefervatioj> 
of liberty, than on the formal mode of doing 
it. They little valued what name was given to that . 
body of men by whom public freedom was upheld> •. 
whether Parliament or People. If a Parliament waf , 
to become fo corrupt as to betray its conftitu^nm 
it w^ .iliQ heig^of abfiirdity.to ccffitend, that theii 
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in matters of fuoh confequence. But here again 
the Tories appeared in their true light, in afcrib- 
ingcxciufiye ind . tmHvifibk. power to that body 
of men. It was prccifely in this point th^y. differed 
chiefly from the Whigs. , l!bcfc acknowledged the 
Parliament to be no more than a deputation from 
the pdople, to confult about, and liianage their af* 
fairs with more convenience.thari it was poffible for 
them to do. An idea of this kind deft'royed at 
once thofe claims of omnipotence, fo ftrongly and 
unwarrantably beftowed upon that affembly.- Ac* 
cording to this idea, the members that cofnpofed 
it were the deputies, and not the abfolute rulers of 
the people ; they had no rights but in common 
With their conftituentS, fuch for^malitieS excepted, 
as Were neceffary for the due tranfaftion of the bufi* 
nefs with which they. were intrufted. . 

Such, it was faid,.was the doftrine taught by the 
Whigs* It was indeed totally repugnant to that in* 
culcated by the Tories. I'hefe, by their pifa^tice^ 
feemedto be of opinion, that a Parliamentary dec* 
tion conferred on individuals rights almoft Cnailar to 
thofe which the partizans of paffivc obedience had 
afcribed to Kings^ They participated abloiute 
power in conjunftion with the. Crown, and were not 
to be refifted nor controuled upon any account. But 
who did not fee, that if fuch a tenet was admitted, fla?*' 
very might be as completely cftablilhcd sts under 
an arb it r^ary .monarch? A conformity of optm6n in 
a fufficient number to ccnftitute a majority,, was ct^ 
perrmentally found to be not difficult to purchafe;^ 
It was not therefore fuck a mitjority that cdmmoit 
lenfe would ever allow to be the fair and uribiailed 
^terpreter of the genuine mind of a nation* .• , 

For the iakd of public tranquility, it wastun* 
doubtedly advifable to refrain from violence irt op-» 
pbfing the *undufe mscafures countenanced by the 
majority, junkfs iiade^d they wem pxegnant wiiJl 
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ktftant ahd intolerable* mifchiefs; but hdid notfol^ 
Vow from thence, that individuals were not at liber- 
ty to reprobate them with ithe utmoft.explicitnefs 

' and indignation, whenever they appeared contrary 
to. the intereft of the community. 

Such, it was faid, in contradid:ion to what had been 
afferted by the Tories, was the real charafter of the 
Whigs. The former now complained that obedienpe 

. was refufed to the legiflature of Great Britain by its 
own fubjedrs. The latter, upon matureft refleftion, 
denied that in the prefcnt inftance the. right of le-» 
giflating was vefted in thofe who affumed it ; and 
that were it otherwife, the enforcement of fuch a 
right would be attended with fo many evils, that 
bo prudent men, much lefs any true friends to 
liberty, would iafift upon it. 
• The general reply to the fupporters of whig prin-» 
ciples was, that thefe were not admiffible in found 
policy. They were plaufible in theory, but de-* 
ftruAive in praftice*. Authority, fovereign and 
uncontrpuled, muft neceflarily refide fomewhere i 
aod allowing every infmuation of bribery and cor- 
ruption to be true, it were ftill better to be goveiii* 

. ed> infome inftaniies, through their influence^ 
than to have no government at all. This muft, xtx 
faft, prove the cafe, were continual appeals to be 
made to the people, the unavoidable confequence<tf 
wliich would be perpetual. broils at home, necefla- 
rily followed by difafters and misfortunes abroad • 

In the midft of the ferment occafioned by. this 
daihing of parties^ thofe claffes whofe reprefenta* 
tions have naturally the moft weight in a com- 
tDercial country, were full of alarm and terror. 
It had been expreffed as a well-founded hope^ 
during the laft feffion of Parliament, that the 
bill for* depriving the people of New Eng- 
laod of tbe benefits of the fiihery at Newfound- 

,lan4r,w>uld provje highly int^refting .to Great 
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Brititin, by throwing into her hands alone the pr^M 
fits that were heretofore divided between her and 
the Coloqies. But this expiedation was difappoint-r 
e^ in the moft %nal manner. The number of ihips 
fitted out for that fifliery was little more confidera* 
bie than ufual. When they arrived on the Banks 
of Newfoundland, they founfl themfelves arrefted 
in:their operations by the prohibition tofupply them 
with any neceflaries, which was made by the Con« 

J^refs, in retaliation of the ad to prevent theColoniet 
rom filhing. This threw them into ftich a ftate 
of cotifufion axid diftrefs as they had never before 
experienced : not only the fhipping, but thofe i;^ho 
were fettled on the ihoresof Newfoundland, were in 
immediate danger of periihing by famine^ Inftead of 
prpfecuting thebufinefs they came upon, many of the 
fiiips yrere cdnftrained to make the beft of tbeir way 
to every place where provifions could be procured^ . 
From thefe, and other caufes that have been alreaidy 
mentiooed, the profits of this fiihery, far from in> 
creaiing this feaum, had fuffbred, according to s( 
computation made at that time^ a diminution off 
near five hundred thoufand pounds^ 

In addition to the obftrudions throws by %ha 
Atnericans in the way of this tra^e, &^s&it natural 
caufes co-operat^, which by the mcMreferious^mong 
thofe who favoured the America^is, were looked 
upon as a fort of interpofition from above^ and a 
puniftment upon thof(S who had ientenced th^m 
to a deprivation of that fufte&ance which Provktence 
' feemed to have marked out as their peculiar propeir«v 
ty. A ftorm uncommonly terrible vifited thcfe la- 
titudes during the fifhing feafon* it was attended 
with circumilances unuuUy dreadful and deftruc* 
tive. The fea rofe, according to report^ full tliirty 
feet above its ordinary level ; this happened fo ftwt 
denly, that no time was giv^i to ptepare agai&ft 
Jrs efFefti^. More ihaa feven hundred lifiiing-boats 
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^erlihed, together with the people iA them ; and 
ioztyc Ihips foundered with their whole erfewsi The 
devaftation was hardly Icfs on fhore; the waters 
broke in upon the land beyond all their ufual bounds^ 
and occafioned vaft lois and deftrudion. 

Thefe various accidents made a powerful impreA 
fion upon the minds of the multitude. It feemed 
as if fortune had determined to frown Upon Britain 
in every quarter. When people laid together the 
events that had happened within th6 fliort period o( 
a twelvemonth, and compared them with the viewi 
andl intetition^ of thofe againft whom they militated 
infoappitfent and ftriking a manner, numbers hardly* 
knew to what caufe they ihould attribute fo man/ 
dtfaft^rs, whether to the iniquity, or to the inipru^ 
denee of the fchemes in agitation* 

Petitions were now rtoewfed with aS much fer^ 
vour and earneftnefi as ever againft the further pro* 
feciition of hoftilities« The cities of Lobdon and 
Bi^iftol v^erej as ufual, forcmoftito this line. They 
teprefented the inutility of all the attempts that had 
hkhertobeen made to reduce the Colonies to a 
compliance with the terms {o often propofed* R^- 
firidion and coercion had equally failed } and th<t 
Colonies had nbw Exerted themfclVes in fuch a man* 
ner, and had made fuch preparations for their de^ 
feliice, that w^re it pradicable to overcome them, 
th% danger aiid the expeiice of fuch an undertaking 
^trt fat beyond any poffible benefit that could at* 
t^id itk Rivers of blood muft be fhed, and debts 
Incurred that would inevitably bring the nation td 
if ftatfe c>f debility, from which it would be many 
y^s^ in recovering* Meanwhile foreign ftates 
would riot lofe fight of our diftraftionar ; they wttuld 
improve thofe opjidrtunitics of thriving i*hich we 
trerc throwing into theit hands j they Would lie iit 
wait^to fcize upon thofe branches which we ihoul4 
W'neecflitfUy ol)Iiged^to negleft^ and' whii^hy when 
C % once 
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pnce fallen into their pofleffion^ it would be vefjT 
difficult, if poffible to regain. 
. Were the Americans to continue their refiftandie 
jwrthey had begun, thefubduing o^them would be 
the work of, years. They feemed- obftinately bent 
never to yield but to adtual forpe; in which cafe, if 
we meant to cSarry our point, we muft match their 
pbftinacy, and doom therfi to utter. deftruQ:ion,— 
But what would refult from fo dreadful a refolution^ 
were we to execute it, but their ruin, added to our 
own ? What would it avail Britain to pofTefs a de- 
folated country, of which the inhabitants would be 
unable to repay it for thofe requifites that would be 
wanted to reftore.it to any tolerable condition ? The 
more the confequences of this fatal difp^te were 
confidered, the lel3 it deferved profecution : it were 
even more confiftent with the intereft of Britain to 
abandon America, than to retain it at fuch a rate. 

As the employment of foreiga troops to reduce 
the Colonies was now a meafure publicly mention- 
ed, the petitioners did not fail to animadvert upon 
it in the moft poignant and fevere terms. The 
European nations would now, faid they, load this 
nation with taunts and reproaches, and reprefent it 
as fo immerfed in effeminacy, as to want courage 
and vigour to reprefs its revolted dependencies. No- 
thing, it would be faid, was left us but money and 
pride. Degeneracy and tyranny would be the co- 
lours with which our many open and fecret enemies 
would draw our chara&er ; nor indeed would, ground 
be wanting for fuch an accufation. 

Such was the purport of the petitions, and ftill 
more of the difcourfes held on this irkfome fubje^. 
^s it became daily more; important, from the uneer- 
tainty how it would terminate, and the apprehenlion 
jthat its termination would rather be fatal to this 
country, people began to feel sqi intereft in the 
jDontroverfy, of which^ while it had gone no fur- 
ther: 
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ther tkan complaints and menaces, they did not 
feem duly fufceptible. 

Ah argument, of which the advocates of the Ame- 
ricans made powerful ufe at this time, to enforce 
the fincerity of their difpofition to be reconciled, 
was the large remittances that have, been mentioned^ 
made to this country in various irticle^, for the 
payment of their debts, and their abundant impor- 
tations of corn, when our exportations to them were 
at an end. Thefe were alledged as ftrong motives ta 
treat them with lenity, and to have recourfe to 
friendly negotiations, rather than to force* 

The confideratioEis recommended in the multi- 
plicity of remonftrances and petitions that were now 
making, received no fmall affiftance from th6 
rfetrofpedion of the inefficacy of the meafures 
piirfued in America, and the unabated conftancy 
with which the oppofition, both in and out of Par- 
liament, ftood out againft the defigns of the mini^ 
ilry. The backwardnefs that was no lefs vifibl^ 
among the commonalty to engage in a war againft 
their tellow-fubjefts, was alfo a material dilcourage- 
ment; as, though individually unimportant, yet the 
clamours of k difcontented multitude could not 
pafs altogether unregarded. 

Peoplfe indeed were higijly difpleafed at the re- 
pulfe of the Britilh military, and the ill fucceft 
that had attended their operations ; but this difpofi- 
tion was chiefly found among thofe, who from their 
education, harboured a fenfe of national honour,— ^ 
It did not pervade the generality with fufficient ani- 
mation and energy for the purpofes that wqre now 
propofed. 

In the mean time, as a very confiderable ftrengfh 
would be needed to carry thofe extenfive plans into ex- 
ecution which the miniftry had formed, and was in- 
flexibly determined upon, it was nowdeemed expedl-* 
ent to borirow the affiftance of foreign arms for the re- 

C 3 due. 
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ductton of America. DifBciilties of fdv^ral -kJAth 
ieemed to threaten 4 defeat to this fcheme, b^i it 
was not doybced thmt xn«an$ woi^ld be foui^dto fur* 
piojunt. them : the treafures of Great Britain weire^ 
ajlurementthat few Princes ii^ Europe could with- 
ibmd- 

Oft the ftrength of this ppwexful motiyeji the BA^ 
tiflx mtn^ftry applied to fevera} of the petty spurts 
o£ G^nxuiny, a country fa^w>.us for producing h^rdy 
picn^ and good foldiers, and of which the m^ny 
fovereigns were potdifinclined to hire out their Aib** 
jeds for pecuniary enjioluments. 

In the.prefent cafe, howev^i:, the profpefl: of the 
distance wd danger, w^re no fn^^U o)>fiapl;es ii^ t^k^ • 
^ay 9f o)9taining their cbnfent, iW. immenfe tr^ 
pf fe^ was to be crofled ; thjis alone ;^red a myikti^ 
iude pf peiiU to encoypt^, Wheii arrived at the 
place. Qt th?i^ di^Oiin^Qpp it^bpcayne ai^ Qhj^A ojF 
fei;i<Hi^conQ4ei^4tip]), whether t;be.fa47i& motives that 
had <^ late yi^ar^s^ occafipned fo ni^ny^ emigrations 
Irom GcTQ^any^to this pai^of the wprld, would not 
operate on tl^ qain^s^ of the troops now fent thither 
^; effeAually, ^ tp. ii^duqe gre^i^t nv^fphers of. tl^cm 
to defert to the Ameripaps« Tb^a would, prove ^ 
double detriment, by weaki^ingr tl>e force iptendr* 
cd to fubdue t^fiin, 9^d^. adding it to their pwn*-^ 
Anotli^r ^erjfufipi^s coniequepce,woyld follow in the 
tc^aland irrGtr^pviible, Ipfs^of fon^^yfutjcfts: -this 
latter wzs an objefl: leaft of arny to be pverlpdked 
liy Prin(:€;s who made atraffic of letting thefn out, 

Beiides.thefeJceii^icHis, which naturally occur** 
f;cdi'to thefe^ Prinqes, their vexy iubjei^s, however 
obfequious^and paflive, were ftartled at the propofal 
pf l^eipg tranfported acrpfsthe ocean ipto another 
WPrlfi, there, to he e-xj^ffd. to 3(11 the. n[iif€irjie& of 
y^. witlx ve^y. prfjCwipMSj hopes pf ever returning 
^cx their cpiuptry, ' . . 
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Exdnfhre of tfiefi German a^rxUiaTies, otlwr* 
were alio rhentbnfed. Thi Ruffian tto6ps, now de- 
fervtdly celebrated for tHck kte vidohes over the 
Twks» were included in th^ idea of thofe foreigners 
^ho were to be feinploycd upon tb^ American con- 
tinent. The aflSftance whith thit nation had de- 
rived from the naval ikill and bravery of numbers 
o^ Brxtiih officers and faiiors^ wasf looked upoti as a^ 
juft liiotive to expeft tbe concurrence of thait Court 
ifi (he fchemes o'n foot in that of Gteat Britsfin* 

Holland itfelf was recurred to on this occafion,' 
As its pacific difpofitron for manv years rendered 
the foreign troops in its fervice ot no abfolufe ufe^ 
appHcatton was made for that b6dy of Scotch troops 
^hichhas been of fo long fta^nding in that country; 
But two powerful caufes militated agaiaft this ap"-' 
plication. Tlw politics of Great Britain refpefting 
Americay were confidered m Holland as erron^ouf 
itt the higheft degree. They would compel the Co- 
lonies to throw themfelves into the arnifs of France^ 
and to add thereby to the ftrcngth of a power, al- 
feady too formidsd:)le for England and Holland n6( 
to be ahrmed at its further increaie : the lefs en- 
qduragefi^enty- tbircfore, the Briti^ miniftry met? 
with< tn the profiicution^ of its imprudent fchemes ^ 
the fooner it would be obliged to drop them. 

The other caufe was not left weighty. Americrf 
^as reprefcnted as precifeiy in the famefituation thtf 
Vnified Provinces were in two centtiries before, at thd 
period of their formation into a Republic. The Ame- 
ricans were (fruiting for that liberfy, which the 
Dutch hftd contended for much in the fame miv^ner. 
The fimilitudc in a variety ^f ihftances was ftriking 
land imprdfive. It would therefore be highly impro- 
jkr in a Hate that had fet the^ Americans fo confpicu- 
ous an example of refiftance, to be aiding in punij9i« 
in j them for having. followed its example^ 

C4' This 
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This argument was peculiarly infiftcd upon, antf 
placed in the ftrongcft light poffible by fome mem- 
bers of the States General, whofe enmity to Eng- 
land has iince declared itfelf in a more open and ex- 
plicit manner. They began even then to entertain 
dopes of availing thcmfelves, in due time, of thefe 
diflentions, to mature that projeft of overturning 
the Britilh intereft in Holland, which the French 
fa&ion had fo long been aiming to compafs, and now 
thought an opportunity would ere long be afforded 
of deftroyiag for ever. 

Holland and France were indeed the two coun- 
trijts that efpoufed, with more warmth than any 
other, the caufe of America. Pamphlets were con- 
tinually publiihing at Amfterdam in j unification of 
the Colonies : their cafe was circumftantially com«* 
pared with that of the Netherlands in former days ; 
and they were warmly exhorted to perfevere in de- 
fence of their claims, againft the pretenfions of the 
Britiih nation., . 

Great Britain, too, was reprefented as infotiably 
covetous of wealth and power, and as grafping at 
all that lay within a poffibility of. feizing. ohe was 
taxed with a domineering difpofitioQ, that had, 
iince her fucceffes in the late war, become intolera- 
ble to all her neighbours, and, in truth, to the whole^* 
world. She had even, in the courle of that very- 
war, exercifed an abfolute fbvereignty at fea, and' 
did not fcruple to avofw a right and title to rule over 
that, element. 

It w^s the common intereft of all Europe to put 
jn end to thefe imperious pretenfions. An oppor- 
tunity pow offered, fuch as might never again be 
given ? it wa« favourable in the higheft degree, a» 
it arofe from internal diffentions, which would 
weaken that ambitious power (o effedually, that 
there w^s no reafoji to doubt ihe would, througk- 
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tlieiti, became utterly unable to maintain her un- 
juft claims any longer. 

Her Colonies therefore ought to be vigoroufly 
fiipported, and induced, riot only to refufe fubmil- 
fion to her demands, but even to caft off her authb* 
rity, and affume the rank of independent ftates. 
Unlefs this were thoroughly accompli (hed, it was in 
vain to look forwards with any certainty of being 
fecure from her naval defpotifjn. Were a reconci- 
liation to take place between Great Britain and her 
Colonies, they would, for their mutual intereft, 
agree to a- final and decifive fettlement of their rc- 
l^ftive rights ; this would at once preclude all pof- ' 
ftbility of future difputes, in w^hich cafe the union 
that would be formed between them, would become 
indiffoluble ; and, what Europe ought moft ferioufly ' 
to confider, would become formidable in the moft 
alarming degree, and able alone to balance the 
whole maritime ftrength of the univerfe. 

Such were the remonftrances of the political in- ' 
dividuals in France and Holland. As there was 
undoubtedly truth in them, they made a due im- 
preflSon, and were attended to by many a potentate. 
They contributed gradually to ftrengthen that ini- 
mical difpofition to Britain, which had already be- 
gun tqtaKcroot, and the effeds of which appeared 
not long after to the great detriment of this country*.* 

In the mean while, the old allies of Britain, con- 
fiding in that honour and liberality which they had 
experienced from her in the war they had lately 
waged under her banners, thought proper to accede 
to her demands. Thefe were the Princes of the 
Houfes.of Hefle, and of Brunfwick, who, with 
fome other German Princes of inferior note, fur- 
Difhed her with a confiderable number of troops. 

In order, at the fame time, that as many Britifh 
forces as poffible might be employed in the bufinefs 
propofed, large drafts were raade from the gatriions 
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of Gibraltar and Minorca, which were replaced by 
an equal proportion of men out of the military efta- 
bliihment in the Eleftorate of Hanovef . 

The expences incurred in the profecutlon of tkis 
war, began to occafion univerfisil alarm. It had beta 
expected that a Britiih army would have remained 
J in fufficient polTeffion of the field, to have com- 
manded the uipplies of freih proviixons neceflary 
for the demands of the military. But it could nei- 
ther keep the field, nor procure them at any rate. 
In fo calamitous a fituation, it behoved thofe under 
whofe aufpices they aded, that fo many brave men 
ihould not periih for want. 

To do the miniftry jullice, it exerted itfctf od 
this occaiion, in a manner that will never be forgot- 
ten ; and that defcrvedly recommended it to the at- 
tachment of thofe in favour of Whom thefe exer- 
tions were made. The enumeration of^ what was 
ihipped for the troops at Softon, ambtinted to five 
thoufand live oxen, and fourteen thoufand Iheop, 
with a proportionable number of hogs, all (brtsr of 
vegetables in prodigious "qxiantities, and prepared 
with infinite care in order to preferve them,^ ten 
thoufand butts of Urong beer, and five thoufanc^ 
chaldron of coals. 

The purebafe and ihipping of thefe and various 
other neceflaries,. amounted to an immenfe fum. 
The very articles of oats, hay, and' beans, for a 
regiment of light horfe in Bofton, was computed 
at twenty thoufand pounds. Thofe of vinegar,- ve- 
getables, and calks, at no lefs. All the reu was in 
proportion. Befides thefe heavy charges, the con- 
tingencies Qccafioned by. military operations arofe txy 
near five hundred thoufand pounds. Such amaz- 
ing difburfements to fupply a force that was far 
from confiderable, and whofe fphere of a<5lion was 
ciixumfcribed to the meer duties of a garrifon, afto*- 
nilhcd all people,, and nude them very anxious for 
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jUxt IjQTue of a conteft, the commencements of which 
were fo burthenfome. 

. . In confequence of thefe prodigious expences, the 

. price of all things was proportionably raifed. Thai 
^f fl^ipping particularly rofe one fourth in the ton* 
The profits made by contractors, and their nume- 
rous connexions were much complained of ; but the 
multitudes who benefited, on the other hand, in 

. tb^ infinite variety of branches through which the 
public fervice was carried on, ieemed in fome mea- 
f^re to atone for, an4 countenance this profufioli of 
tre4fure. 

But thefe uncommon exertionsf were, by the ge- 
neral fatality of the times, doomed to be of fmall 
(ervice. What from inattention, or inexpertnefs, 
want of due care, and delays, it was fo late in the 
y^r before tJae tranfports were in readinefs for fail- 

.. ing, that their voyages were loft. They remained 
long wind-bound, and after leaving port, they met 
with fuch ftormy weather^ that inftead of being 

. able to proceed, they were tofled to and fro in the 
(Channel, and loft moft of the live fl^ck they had on 
boards before they could clear the coaft of Eng- 
land* Nor even then did they meet with more &• 
vourj^ble circumftances. Their progrefs was re^ 
tjurded by a continuance of bad weather : when ar*- 
fived on the coaft of America, the winds, periodic 
. cal in thofe latitudes, drove them again to fea* 
Some were forced away as far as the Weft Indies ; 

. others, after beating along the Ihore, were captured 
by the Ami^rican privateers, whojwere uncommonly 
active as foon as they received intelligence of their 
I^avin£ failed from the Englifh harbours. An in- 
confiderable number reached Bofton at laft^ after 
plying near fpur months on the feas. But the pro- 
viiions they brought were damaged ;. and out of the^ 

. prpdigious quftntityith^t h^d beencoUeded in Eng^ 
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lafld^ but a wretched remnant was landed in Atnti 
rica. 

Awakened by the fufferings of the garrifon at Bof- 
ton, a fubfcription was fet on foot towards the clofe 
of the year, for the relief of the foldiers, and the 
families of thofe that had died in the fervice. The 
fubfcription was liberal upon the whole ; but num- 
l>ers fefufed to contribute, froni their difapproba- 
tion of the meafures which it was calculated to en- 
courage, and in which they would have thought 
themfelves guilty of participating, by countenanc- 
ing thofe who were employed to execute them* 
Some difapproved of it, as an ignominious manner- 
of fupporting the military profeffion, which ought 
never to become an obje<ft of compalBdn, No few 
tnoft bitterly complained that an injudicious appli- 
cation had been made of the money that had beerf 
appropriated for the American. fervice; and that 
with due ccconomy it would have abundantly fuf- 
ficfcd for all the wants and demands of the forces 
there. 

The feafon for the meeting of Parliament was 
now approaching; and it was univerfally expe6ted 
that party divifions would become more violent than 
ever. Rumours of combinations in favour of the 
Americans were frequent, and that they were pri- 
vately abetted by the advice and correfpondenccj 
end affifted by the purfes of pcrfonages of high rank 
and importance. Thefe reports fpread much alarm 
throughout the nation, and greatly exafperated 
thofe who looked upon the Americans as rebels. 
They could not hear, without the utmoft wrath 
and indignation, that any man in this countr}' ihould 
dare to lupport them in fo treafonable a manner. 

It has often been made a matter of difcufSon, 
whence thefe furmifes firft arofe, as no difcovery of 
fuch praftices was ever made, not withftan ding the 
many hints and fufpicions that were given and taken 
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at this bufy period. It is moft probable that they 
originated in the vain conjeftures of idle suid unia- 
formed people, and were propagated by the weak 
and credulous, who feldom fail to exaggerate mat*. 
ters of this kind, till at laft they gain ground, and, 
by imperceptible additions, become objeftsrof pub* 
He attention. 

The opening of the feffion was marked by an ex* 
traordinary inftance of this nature. Mr. Sayre, a 
gentleman born in America, and at this time a bankeif 
in London, was committed to the Tower on a charge 
of high treafon.. It was at firft generally imagined, 
that remittances of money had pafled through his 
hands from the,difaffefted in England to their 
friends in America. But the particulars* of the 
charge were of quite another fort. He was accufed 
of as bold and daring a confpiracy as ever was framed 
in this country. His defign, it was faid, was to 
feize the King, as he went in ftate to Parliament, 
to carry him to the Tower, and thence to convey 
him out of the kingdom, and in the mean time tq 
alter the form of government. 

In order to efFeA all this, a fum of money was to be 
d^iftributed among fome of the ferjeants of the Guards, 
who with part of it were to bribe thofe men in whom, 
they could confide for fuch a purpofe. While one 
party fecured the King's perfon, another was to have 
feized upon the Tower for his reception. No pthcr 
preparations were mentioned for executing the fur- 
ther intentions propofed refpedting either King of 
government. 

It was alledged, in vindication of Mr. Sayre's 
commitment on this ftrange accufation, that the 
charge was clear and pofitive ; and that however, 
abfurd, ftill fuch an attempt might hb made. , The 
information being given to a fecretary of ftate in his 
official capacity, he could not confidently with his 
riV^Xi forbear to proceed upon it according to the 

I ' ufuai 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



4^^*^ HISTOHY of' THE 

ufual forms, however he might think it improbalil* ' 
or falfe : the royal perfon was fo facred, that it 
Ihould be guarded from the remoteft poffibility of 
danger. 

Irhe condud: of the fecrctary of date was allowed 
t% be juftifiabk in point of law, but there were 
many who queftioned the propriety of it, in regard 
to prudtocc and good policy • It was faid, that 
the imprifonment, and poffible ruin of an indivi-^ 
dual, ought not to have preceded a clofe and can- 
did inveftigation of a charge attended with fuch' 
glaring and palpable improbability. 

The news of this tranfaftion alarmed the whol^ 
kingdom more than any event that had yet happen-* 
ed fince the King's acceffion to- the throne. Num- 
bers began to be perfuaded, that the plots and ma^ 
chinations fo much infifted upon of late, were 
well founded^ and that this was a prelude to many 
others. 

The confinement of Mr. Sayre was very ftrift 
atnd fevere. No perfon had accefs to him but hit 
wife, and this indulgence was not obtained Without 
difficulty. He did not however remain long in this 
fituation ; at the expiration of five days, he was 
brought by an habeas before the Lord Chief Juftic^ 
of the King's Bench, who, upon inquiring into thlif 
matter, admitted him to bail, upon a trifling fecu* 
rity for his appearance to anfwer to the charge* Bkkt 
as no profecution enfued, and tb^ bail was difcharg* 
cd, of courfe, he then fued the fecretary of ftate 
for unlawful imprifonment, and was by a jury ad* 
judged a thoufand pounds damages. 

The feffion of Parliament was opened in the meatl 
time with a fpeech from the throne, complaining, 
of the mifreprefentations that had been ufed iti 
America to feduce the people irtto a iyfteni of opi* 
nions repugnant to the true cdnftitution of the Co-» 
][onies^ and to their fubordinate rsIatiiKi to Gredt 
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Brkain* They had now proceeded fo far as to avow 
^a ppen refiftaace, and to feize the whole powers 
Qf^yernment into their own hands. While they 
endeavoured to delude with, fpecious profeffions of 
loyalty, they had in faft no other view, than to 
ellabUih an indjcpendent empire in Ao^erica. 9at 
it .wa&,to be hoped the fpirit of the Britilh pyttoQ 
was too high>aDd its refources too numerous^ tamer 
ly tQ acquieice in the lofs of what had been acqui<^ 
red with fo mwh toil, nurfed with fuch care, and 
proteded at fo great an expence of blood and 
treafure. A full exertion of thefe refources was now 
required. In the mean time, aa clemency would 
be preferred to puniflunent, in order to prevent tl|e 
inconveniencies which might arife from the great 
diilance of the Colonies, and to remove as foon a$ 
ppffible, the calamities which they fuffered, autho* 
rity would be given to certain perfons upon the fpot^ 
to grant general or particular pardons and indemni* 
tieis, in fuch manner, and to fuch perfons as they 
^yld think fit; to receive the fubmlffion of any 
Province or Colony which fhould be difpofed to 
retura^toits allegiance, and to reftore it to the free, 
exercife of its commerce, and to the fame protec- 
tion and fecurity as if it had never revolted. 

The addrefs that was propofed by the minifterial 
party in anfwer to this fpeech, adopted its intent 
in every point : but it met with a fevere oppofition, 
which did not however prevent its being carried, 
like thofe in the preceding feflions* 

A nobleman of great rank and influence in the 
nadnority, moved, that inftead of concurring in fuch 
waddrefe, a declaration ihould be prefented, the 
purport of whiclT ihould be, that the Houfe beheld 
wtK the utmoil concern the diforders and difcon- 
feents.ia the Colonies rather increafed, thau dimi* 
iMibcd^ by tke means that, had been ufed to fuppre& 
and allay them ; a circumftance alone fufficient to 
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give rcifon W fear, that thofe means were ndt Oc5* 
ginally well confidered, or properly adapted to theif 
ends : that they were fatisfied by experience, thai 
the misfortune had in ^ great meafure arifen from 
the want of full and perfeft information of the 
true flate and condition of the ColcMiies by rca- 
fon of which, meafures injurious and inefficaci- 
ous had been carried itita execution, tending 
to tarnifli the luftre of the Britifli arms, to bring 
difcredit on his Majefty's eouhdils^ and to nou- 
rifli, without hope of end^ a moft unhappy civil 
war. 

That deeply impreffed with the ftiefencholy ftatef 
of public concerns, they would, in the fulled in- 
formation they could obtain, and with the itiatu- 
reft deliberation they could employ, review the 
whole of the late proceedings, that they might be en- 
abled to difcover, as they would be moft willing to 
apply, the moft effe(a:ual means of reftoring order 
to the diftrafted affairs of the Britiih empire^ con- 
fidence to his Majefty's government, obedience, by 
a prudent and temperate ufe of its powers, to the 
authority of Parliament, and fatisfadion and happi- 
ncfs to all his people ; that by thefe means they 
truft to avoid any occaiion of having recourfe to the 
alarming and dangerous expedient of calling in fo- 
reign forces to the fupport of his Majefty's autho* 
rity within his own dominions, and the ftill more 
dreadful calamity of Ihedding Britiih blood by. Bri- 
tiih arms. 

-Long' and ferious debates were occalioned by thisJ 
motion, accompanied with the utmoft ftrength and 
vehemence of language. The fpeech was examined 
with great freedom and feverity by the members in 
oppoution. Miniftry was accufed of having placed 
the monarch bf Great Britain in a more difficult and 
dilhonourable fituation than any Prinqe in Europe. 
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Hewasi t)K> longer the /bvereign of America; he 
had loft half his dominionft^ and the, other half 
was fiUed with di£i;ontent .and diflention* . Corrup- 
tion add. Vendility were the inflruments hy which the 
kingdom was ruled ;. otherwife it coul4not have 
been brqught to fo deplorable a condition. From 
f he mdft flouriihitiff ftate in the univerfe^ it wa^ 
pow become one of the mod unfortunate. AU pub« 
)ic virtue was loft; no fentiments were cher<ihe<i 
but thofe of the meaneft felfiflmefs i , every pqffibl^ 
e^cours^femettt was held out to facrifipe the intereft 
of the realm to the views of fuch as; were unable and 
imWprthjf of governing it : thefe had by their de? 
ftrudtive ifiaxinis^ involved the nation in a moft 
piernicious contefl:^ that would> if purfued, prove 
the infallible ruin of. the Britiib empire^ It was 
fpunded upon haughtinefs, tyranny^ and impru- 
dence rail three concurred (b manifeftly in fuppor* 
ting it^ thjt no man^ unlefs deftitute of all feel- 
logs of jiLiftice, enilaved by the moft venal pro« 
fligacyypr totally void of underftanding, could have 
been p^re^ailed upon to. give it any countenance.— r 
So fuddenr and inftantaneous a deftrudtion of a great 
and mighty power, eould not be paralleled in hif* 
tory. The very outfet of this fatal quarrel had al- 
ready fevered a greater extent of tetitory from Bri- 
tain^ than had by the moft rapid conqueft ever yet 
knbwny been loft in* fo fliort a time, and unexped:- 
edamanner. ^ 

The thatgc of aiming at independence, fo con- 
tinually in[iputed to the. Colonies had no real foun- 
datiohw : It was a fuppofition which indeed our con- 
dud might induce them to realize ; but they had 
hithfartO'firmly denied it> by every affervatbn which 
is htiA folemn and binding in fociety, and had 
^ui^ty refuted it by their deeds. Whoever under- 
ftood the lnt^reft,ahd was acquainted with the tem-^ 
per and .tnclinatioQiof thi^ . Apgiericans, k^ew that 
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they hirbdured no fuch wiflics. But if wc pttfi 
filled in the execution of plans fo odious to them^ 
it tould not be expeAed, that men fo naturally im* 
patient of oppreffion, would not prefer independ* 
ence to a connexion that brought ilavery up<m 
them. If England meant to retain them^ it mull 
idlow them the rights of Englilhmen^ otherwife 
they would fecure the continuance of them by a 
total feparation from this country : ameafure which 
no man in his right mind could blame them for^ as 
herein they would aA according to the didrates of 
ttridi juilice, and in perfed conformity to the max* 
ims of that conftitution, which they and their fore^i 
fathers had fo long been taught to confider as th6.. 
befi and m(6(t that ever was framed for the goveln- 
mcnt of mankind* 

They were accufed of profeffing attachment and 
loyalty with no other intention than to deceive^ and 
gain time for the more fecure accompliihment of 
their d^figns againft this country : but this impu* 
tation was eafily anfwiered by the conftant tenour of 
all their propofals and reprefentations. Inftead of 
leading the Britiih miniftry into wrong notions of 
their intentions, they had^ without the leaft refervc 
or equivocation, told them in the plaineft language 
that words could form, that they would by no means 
fubmit to the terms held out to them ; this they, 
had invariably done fi^om the commencement of this 
unhappy altercation : they had, in ihort^ z&ed the 
part of men ; they had fpoken their minds, and 
kept their words ; they had threatened reiiftancct 
if wc proceeded to force. Having embraced this 
as our laft resource, they had of courfe employed 
the other. Of what therefore could we complain, 
but of not believing them in time, of. thinkinji 
meanly and injurioufly of them, and in that^per.-^ 
fuafion of having adopted a fyftcm which cxperi-.. 
•nee had ihowJB was:erroiicous in every refp 
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Mihiftry could ndt fhretrend thty had been impofi^ 
Upon by fpecious reprefentations in any flrage of the 
bufinefs. The ttuth WaS, thejr fully undcrftood 
the Americans^ but they undervilued their charact 
tery and defpifed their menaecs^ : they promifed 
thenlfelves an eafy viftdry dver fuch men as their 
ideas depicted them ; the methods of compulfion 
were proportioned to thdfe ideas; and now thzt 
they were found inadequ^te^ an exculpgtitfn was 
fought^ by throwing the blame of deception and 
fklfehood upon people, who, infteadof <feceivingj 
and mifleading them, had on the contrary, convin^ 
ced them that they themfelves were guilty <tf thd 
grofleft ignorance and infatuation, in perafting to 
thiilk and hope that the conqueft df America wiai 
not dn enterprize of the greateft diffiduky^ and 
would not involve the whole Britilh empire in one 
tommon ruin* 

But what could be expefted of a tniftiftry that 
was wilfiilly guilty bf an accumulation of errors > 
The very firft ftepsthey took were unfuccefsful ; they 
equally mifcarried in the fecond^ and in the many 
others which pride and ignorance had did:ated ; yet 
feo repulfe could overthrow their obftinacy. The 
confequences of their imprudence were fo obvious^ 
that they required no fagacity to be forefeen ; they 
had been circumftantially predicted, and unhappily 
for Britain, events had verified the predidioni 

SeiEohs had followed each other In thefe conftant 
forewarnings on the one hatid, and in the moft illi-* 
beral infinuations on the otheri Whoever oppofed 
the miniftry^ Was reprefented as an enemy to his 
tountry,— ^an Abettor of rebellion ; and yet in what 
did this oppofition confift ? Ih the moft ferVeht in- 
treatiesf to ponder well on the ineafures they were 
framihg, to avoid arty that might irritate and dtivo 
theAinericans t# d^fperation; to beware^ <^an^ 
Da " that 
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that wotild lead to effufidn of blood, and profufiofli 
ofciteafure* 

The advice and caution recommended by the op«> 
pofitsQn> yftrt reprobate . as the remoftrance of 
fadidis meo^ difappointfd in their aims, at power^ 
and who thotight themfelves alone entitled to di- 
reft. The knowledge and information at which 
^hty pretended, was deferibed as founded on theiF 
own c6hjaAures and prefumption^ and void of 
reality* 

^ But whence was it that miniftry receive4 that inteU 
ligence on which th^y er^fted the fatal fyftem that 
BOW tlarmKd "911 parties f from individuals appoint* 
tdhy, thenftfelVes tol tfupeirintend the affairs of a pep* 
pie, td wh*n th^ were, particularly odious; wh(> 
had long fiifpedt^d them of feeret erimity ; who had 
oiore than once petitioned fot their removal ;.,anci 
who feemed refolved never to acquiefce under the 
authority of fuch*^delegktes- 

Had men of true wifdom bpen at the head of ad* 
miniftratton, would they: have continued fuch indi-^ 
viduals xh the feats of government over a people by 
whoBfi they were held in fuch odium ? Would they 
n6t have priadefntly: yielded to the difcontents of a 
refpcftable piiblic, and endeavoured to ftifle them 
by condefceniion J! But inftead of recalling thefe. in- 
firumerits of diflentton between Great Britain and 
her Colonies, they openly chferilhed aad encoaraged 
thefti, aiKi fecretly jgavethem their confidence^ If 
was by the- intelligence they received in their cor^ 
#efpondence with men of this^ defer iptipn^ that mi- 
niftry had long.been guided ; thefe were fheir in-* 
fortnera and direftors ; actuated by tiiat difpleafure 
and refentnrent which they felt,- on account of the; 
hatred and contempt they experienced from tho^ 
over whom they ruled, they mifreprefehted them^ 
and fought t» render their dirpQiiti^n^ unacceptable^ 

to 
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fd government at hpnie^ by defcribing them as ftubv 
born and rcfraftory* 

But were the defining and interefted repreien«» 
tations of official individuals folely and implicitly 
to be relied upon ? Were they-n^t neoeflarily influ- 
enced by yiews of emolument^ to prcferve theic 
places by courting their fuperiors ? They well knew 
Ihe arbitrary turn of thefe, and humoured it aocordw 
injgly : they efpoufed and fed their inclinations aind 
prejudices: they became, in ihort^ the faithfut 
TOpref6nta}:ives of ikeir matters. 

Thefe were the fources from whence flowed'aco* 
pious meafiire of thofe evils that now excited fo 
much complaint. While men of this character were 
trufted, and made the confidential advifersof thofe 
who prefided at the head of a nation, what could be 
expe^ed but deceit and impofitidn, followed by a 
train of errors and mifcondu<^, ill fortune and ca« 
lamity ? 

The employment of foreign troops to reduce 
America, was an obje& animadverted upon by op* 
pofition with peculiar violence and indignation » 
This, indeed, of all the minifkrial meafures, met 
with the moft acrimonious notice, both in and oM 
<if Parliament. It was reprefented as the comple- 
tion of the defpotic fcheme, framed in the minds of 
imperious Governors, for the total inflavement of 
an unfortunate people, who had been guilty of re- 
fitting their arbitrary authority. 

Foreigners, faid oppofition, were now taught that 
Britain, with all its boatted greatnefs, could not find 
people at home to fight its battles. The fuccefs of 
us projeds depended upon the valour of ftrangers ! 
theie were oow to draw their fwords in its defence, 
and to be the fupporters of its interefts and its re- 
putation. 

Who could behold fo difgracefyl a meafure, with- 
out feeling for that lofs of national honour which it 

D 3 muft 
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multoocafioh ? All Europe wou)d view it in ti\^ 
light ; and we fliould henceforth fufFer the mo?tifi-r 
cation of being reptitied nmCh more converfapt in 
the lucrative, than in the honourable arts, and oi 
paffing. for a people aVerft to the profeffion of 
arms. 

But cxclufive of the difgJ^ace entailed upon oujf 
charafter, the danger of fuch a fyfteni was np left 
apparent. What re^fon had we to truft an army of 
foreigners, who could poffibly harbour no motives 
of enmity, to the people againft whom they were 
to be employed ? We ihould b^ very cautious to 
whom we entryfted ouf arn^s inf^ch a quarrel; the 
country where thefe foreign fyccoijrs wer^ (o wagQ 
war for us, was pregifely that to which we b^dfo 
often inticed numbers to emigrate frqm their- native 
homes, by promifes of more eafc an<l happinefs^ 
than they could enjoy in their own country. A^me^ 
rica was, in faft, tlie promifed land, reprefented by 
Great Britain to all the European nations, as the 
feat of freedom ,and felicity, prepared through her 
ivifdom aud C4re for the reception of z\\ thofe whq 
were tired pf their condition at home, apd wjUing 
to try their fortune in this new part of the world. 

The niajori^y of the foldiers, and many qf the 
officers deft^ned for pur affiftance, had been bred in 
yural occup?itions, and wpuld need very little inviT 
tation to quit pur ftandards, a|id join a comnmnity, 
where they would fipd fecurity from want and op- 
preffion : the profpcft of enjoying eafe and plenty, 
w^s a temptation which no man could refift, whq 
Va§ daily experiencing the reverfe, ai^d pro/erred 
jhe n^eans to deliver himfelf from fuch a fityation. 

^he VVmericans themfelves wer^ ap^a^ed that wc 
ihpuld haye adopted fuch 4 meafure. Numbers of 
the inhabitants in fome of the Colonies, were 
natiyfs of thp^p \parts from which thefe fuccours 
)ye|re f xpe&cd : they wqyld not fail to influencq 
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many of thefb to come over to their friendiand coun« 
trymen^ .and partake of the benefits and comforts of 
aknd that was now. become the refuse of all the 
unfortunate and diiltcfled throughout Europe^ . 
: The landed intereft was next appealed to. The 
gentry of England were ferioui|y admoniflied to 
oanfider thoroughly the queftion now before them. 
If fui:urity Ivat to be conjefturcd by the paft^ 
witl\ what. hopes of fuccds could they vote for a 
fn]iii&cy9..thfttihad. undeviatingly trpd a path of 
perpetual mifchance ? Not one meafure had uicceed- 
^ of the many they had reconunended ; whatever 
tbey had prdpofed and carried had produced either 
djfgcace or calaniity; nothings in a word^ prof- 
pered' which they took in hand. Thh furely was 
a valid .motive tofufp^d that fomethingeffentially 
erroneous, was at the bottom of their ^jeAs. 

^After failing in £q many undertakings^ miniftry. 
iowpropofed one of mojre importance and ms^l* 
tude.than any that had preceded, r A. mighty army, 
was. now to be tranfponed over the ocean to North 
America;, and a fleet no lefs fortoidabie was to an-? 
tend it. . This numerous body ofnten.were fent to 
conquer America, every Proyinee/of which was un* 
^r arm5, -and in daily expeftation of the arrival oi 
this terrible armaments . » i 

'; . Here, continued oppoiition, let eVfcry man coolly, 
attend to the refpeftivefituationof our people, and 
of . the Americans. Th.efe ftanding ott their ow» 
• ground, and environed by. their friends and all the 
ctfis^rcesof/arich and fertile foil, provided with 
ai} .the neceflaries a^ comforts of life^ at a cheap 
and. eafy rate ; thof^ at an immenfe diflance from 
e^very help, and expofed to all mwner of diftrefs 
without expefi;atiQn of .relief ; furrounded by ene- 
mies on fea:.ai)d land, exploring every latitude 
through, wbi^h. affiftanQe might be brought, and 
^pping every Qh?im>eliQf fupply^ 
^ . D 4 la 
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* In thh tenibk pofitfOn, witli not' ah mcticit ok 
quifite for the fuftenance of life, to be.rdrawft' 
from the .ground where they are ta ke*ilatioi^-<: 
ed^ let prudent} men refled: onthaci mafsof money? 
which muft be expended to find thehi th tUe wb& 
ccrmhion and indiQietifible neceflaries : ktthein fe^^ 
fleft that Englifit markets niuft fen^ them whatever 
i$ wanted fof thiiT ' confuniptton {>ia]id/tct t&ent 'nde. 
forget, that everi^r. article thus procured, m'uft/at 
an immenfe i^rice^' i^e ient- to/ thediacfofs.the'Aitm 

hinticoCeatU'- ": i . .\ ::jj:\iy' :.:.- I r- :•,,.: 

Thus it ;was clear, that difficulties ofi Cffmr^^^t^ 
feription would attend the expediiicin fha'( wa& prcH 
jedred ; and that nothiiie hut fucce&' would ikvxsthib 
troops from facing into the hands qf the LA.meriipaii9^ 
Tfiey had* 110 place of retreat ; andno niedmin was 
leftthem^ buq to defeat the '^nemi^, or toAffoo 
txdxcT to tli^if ihipsl This lattdr was an altemitive 
of fo ignominious: a qature, that it was not doi^bccd 
the Britiih troops would injure eVeiry forti^a£'hafd(*' 
ftip, and face -every danger, leather than recur' tor 
it. In which cajfe it was much to l>e dreaded/ froni 
tfee greatnefe of their fpirit, that afterilbng Rtiv-^ 
kig with ttofufmountable obftacles^ andirfakingthe 
themoft de(i)ei:ate and fruitlefs^Sbrts, th^y. would* 
at length, through thedeftru&iveconfequciiee* rie-J 
ceffaruy attendit^the continual exertions of tJicir 
valour, be fo recSiced, as tx) be compelled to give 
up the conteft irom abfolute inability to profd^i^ 
cute it, ' ' :; 

But allowing that the forces intended for An(^e^ 
rica, would be fo numerous ^s' to be conipletfelf iaiblfe 
to keep the field, and repelthe Ailiericans, what^ 
ever fucceiTes were obtained, would probably be 
purchafed at a heavy price, Thejr knowledge of 
the country, and their expertiiefs in the manner of- 
jdghting refulting from its fituation, would always 
fender them a formidable enemy ^notwithftanding 
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the advantages of Jtifdpline attd fubordination in the 
BritiKK tcoops. But ev^n thefe would be of much 
lefs utility in America than eife where; and thofti 
who were the moft ponverf^nt in European cam* 
pstigns, would find, on their arrival there, that they 
SiKoald have much more to learn than they had been 
snvare of,' befbre^they could be efteemdd com- 
pletely qualified for the bufinefs committed to theiir 
char^. ^ 

, In the mean^'timie, however fuccefsful they 
might prove in the field of battle, this would 
liotnddpfrive the Americtos either of their cou- 
rage or aftivity. It was no more than they ex- 
posed: they did n6t give out that they intended 
to ipiJce any regular ftand upon even ground, unlefs 
the fuperiority of advantages were fo manifeft as to 
mfprjfr avidory. Trhey propofedtio more than to 
weary and harrafs our people by continual Ikir- 
miihes ; a mode of warring in which they were un-» 
commonly ikilful, Ijy the quicknefe and dexterity 
with whieh they were known ta handle their fire 
arms. The fftce of the country was fo univerfally 
iritcrfperfed with woodiJ, rivers, 'defiles, and ftrong 
hold^, that they would never be at a lofs for ad- 
vantageous pofitions, from whence it would be dif- 
ficult to diflodge thein w^hout fg^rificing multi- 
tudes, ' ' 

In this manjier the war might be prQtfa<9:ed for 
a long fpa?e of time^ witljQut Jjffording the lead 
jiope ^3f a terniinatipn, MeaQ while we coul4 i^ot 
^tt^r ourfelves with uninterrupted fuccefs : they 
too might hope to meet with Jucky days, with this 
^iffereii^e in their favour, thlat a rfepulie qr a defeat 
of the ^ritiih troqpSjj could ijot be repaired with 
equal celerity as ar^ong them, who ri^ight inftantly 
fee recruitefd frqm a variety qf quarters; while a 
(diminution of numbers on our fide, would neceffat 
jjly ^»y^ qv}r tyoops in a ilate of debility, and con- 

fequently 
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^qucjitly of inaftivity, that woifld reiider the ene^ 
my maftetof his own time and operations, tUlp\«f 
r/cinfprcpmf nt5 arriy.^ ; during which iatervjd, a va-i- 
riety of accidcot^;niright.i»ppen affentially detrii- 
met^al tp pur int^^ft^ and. imooifiUe to prevent 
from the ijiadequatenefs of oimt Jcrepi^h to adT wkk 
fufficiejit energy in the varioys ipd^ntinval fceon. 
^ fuch a qotp plication of hoftilities. 

Nor Ihould it be forgotten, that through this ixx^ 
ceff^nt praiEbiee of arms, the Anierieans: would gira-. 
^^uaUy iiiure themfelv^s tp the dangers and. feats oi. 
i^^r, apd.beeonfie nh left t)rofieiei^t than our own: 
trppp^. ! To fvippofe a radical deficiency iti that peo-i 
pk, of thofe qualities that form: a »fo|dier, was .not 
^pr^thy of .a -ferious ,anfwer : their behaviour i?poa 
fundry occafipaa in the late war, aiid iince the cpm^^ 
ineficementof the' prefent hoftilitie^, waS ao amplo 
refufatiojv of all furmifes of this kind. * : • \ r 

, Jt was therefore highly probable, that i© a moide-' 
rate lapfe of time, they would prpfitfo wejl.by thc^ 
leffons we Ihwld have ta^ght them^as t0,arriiN5fci3U: 
an' equality in tbe-.tegularitypf di.fcipliue andfei*. 
ence of tables with our ftwn people, As the cet-e. 
tainty pf thi^ cpi^d i^t reafpnably be called in qucf- 
rioR,' ,it was an. objetlt; deleaving e^ the nwft ferioy$- 
cpnfidpratipii. ; As fppn 49 they fpuftd the»felve$: 
upon a parity with our troops in fo material a poitity- 
tbijy.w^uld pf fourfe t^CQtitie ipore fearlefs ajud.en- 
terprizing, and wpul^ feejt every pppprtunityc t>i 
encountering them thfit was npt too ha?iardous .a»di 
decifive^: Prudence wpuld fprbid theni tp. e^pofc^ 
tfhemfelves to general engagements, hut po pjccar 
gon wQuld Ije iie^Iefted to alTail fts in evef y quarter^ 
The nun^bers that would be d^-ftifoyed in this man-, 
ner,.. would nece^qrily be conlideraihle, an.d fo ef-. 
feftually diminifti ou? ftrength,^ a^ to.pujt it ct>it q§ 
^urj^wer to avail purfelyes pf thofe favpurable.oc-t 
^ . /^ ., . ' . jpur?ejjoe%. 
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Ctirrences, theiavprovement of which might: require 

a larger force than that remaining in our poffeffion.' 

■' -In the n^es^i time, the expeqces concomitant on 

a war of this kind would be ei^prnf ous. Small 

would be the fuppUes of neceflanes from a country 

^vhere cvery-individual would make a mct^ qf y^ithr 

holding or cpnce^aUng theiq from our people, Force 

alone would procure us the n^eans of fubfif^ence 

yrhere they could be found ; but on this we might 

rely^ that whatever could not be removed oi)t of 

oui: reach, would be deftroyed, fooner than fufiered 

to fall into oqr hands. In fuch a fituation it was clear 

fhat the charges of fuch an army as was propofedj, 

would prqve a burthen, tjie weight qf which woul4 

more than any other contribute tQ render the (:oun* 

penance .of war infupportabje. 

^ Let it however be fuppofed that thefe prodigious 

efforts met with the ^cfired fuccefs, and thaf after 

a deluge of blood fpilt on bqth fides, the flaughteir 

^hould ceafe, through the complete overthrow of 

the American armies, what a fpe&acle would next 

9ppear tq reward us for the havock we fliquld have 

made on that unhappy continent ? Thofe who ha4 

\)een witnefles qf t^e ravages |comn>itted during the 

iaft war in Germany, ^4 of the recent defolation in 

iPoland, were beft able to anfwer that queftion. 

Not however to exaggerate matters, what caul 4 
^ comniercial ftate propofe by retaining the poflef- 
fioti of a country, after deftroying, at a ruinous ex- 
pence whatever ma4e.it worthy of prefervation ? 
Popujqufnefs, wealthy and induftry, were the only 
pbjefts Qr^at Britain l^ad in view, in fettling ^nd 
pultivating Anierica. The eftabliihmenc qf then^ 
ppqn the profperous footing they were in at prefent, 
bad cqft the nation imnienfe fums, and had requir 
re4 tl^e labours and folicitude of near two centuries 
from their firft foundat;ion. Experience had taught 
jgankind^ th^t thqugh ttxe^accompUlhmentof their 

deftruftion 
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deftrudlion might be a work of expedition iari<3 fairT-^ 
lity, yet it was a matter of great difficulty to efFeft* 
their reftoration. If in the impctuqfity of rage* mid 
vbngeance this fliould be the fate of America!, what' 
would be the emoluments of bringing it to ^fubjec*-" 
tion ? The obftinacy of the people there was known 
tobefuch, that (boner than fubmit, they had re- 
folved, if unable to maintain their ground, to fpt 
fire to their totvAs and habitations, and retire into' 
the interior parts of the land, where they would fix 
themfelves in places inaccefKble to our arms. .Hiire* 
they would continue unfubdped, and fatigue us by^ 
perpetual alarms / and incurfions. 'Meanwhile the 
depredations and miferies of wai* would have ruined' 
the Provinces along the coaft; flaughter and famine 
woul^ have confumed great nunibferV of th? In^a*^ 
bttants ;' the rerhainder would be ^ broken and 4^- 
pteft, that they would not think in fuch atond^tionT 
of renewing their former purfuits ; they would lofe 
their vigour and adlivity,^^nd confine themfelves to 
the pfocrpri^ngof a meer»livelihood. Such was the 
yifu4 deftiity of coyjitries over-run and defolatedby 
the devaftations. of war, 

With fuch a profpe^l before them, . how were the 
people of England to be repaid thp e:xpences incur^* 
X^d in the redinftton of America ? The enormity of 
them exceeded all the ufual calculations ip fuch mat- 
ters : Europeai^ expeditions were no ftandards where-* 
by to meafure them. The opujetice of Great Bri- 
tain, however immenfe, would not be found ade** 
quare to the aggregate of thofe p.rodigioits fums that 
would of nefeffity he called for in the courfe of ftf 
tedious and remote an undertaking, and amidft fo 
vaft a theatre of operations, Perfeverance in fo 
many difficulties, would only increafe tbem. Art 
additional load of debt would be the unavoidable 
confequence ; but the realm was already fo oppref- 
(cd with taxes and d^uies of ^11 denomiriat-ions,that 

fuch 
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fudi as were the moft expert in contriving wavs an<l 
meah$y were at a lofs. where to difcov^r any f^iirther 
refources, even.forthe \pa)rmeht;of the m^ 

But on a fuppofitiph fHat fun3s coiild be found tq 
anfwer all exigencies^.' what end jvould be attained 
in thefuhjugation of America bi^t; that of revenge? 
TThis might iatisfy 'haughtinefs, ^nd rancour, buf 
was it confiftent with policy to fuffer fuch motives 
todoam to per.dkion fp extenfive and beneficial a 
commercfe as that of our Colonies? It was in vaii> 
to flatter ojarfelves that this would not be the cafe. 
The Hifpofition of the inhabitants- would.be. reillef^ 
in their codeavburs to re,lifl; and to expell 113 j thif 
Would be their fole aim; they woiild chearfiiUy 
coafent to a penurious life^ andjo hardlaire in the 
fttong holds and faftneffes to. which. they wouldvre- 
tire, rather than permit a quiet enjoyment of ^]ieir 
country, to an enemy. , Thofc who yielded toi our 
power, and among whom we eflabliflxedour quartersi 
would become indefatigable fgies upon all our mo^ 
tions and defigns^ and give their countrymen fucli 
perpetual intelligence, as would f ruftrate all attempt ^ . 
agaipft them ; while they, on the other hand^ woul4 
not leave us aiiioment of cjuiet, and would defeat all 
ou? endeavours to reftore obedience and tranquility* 

In fuch a light the cohqueft ot America would be 
a mecr delufion. It wculd, in faft, become a fcede 
of inccffant warfar^, and drain us pf our men* ancl 
our money in the fame manner as had happened to 
Spain in that long courfe of fruitlefs and . i:uiDoui • 
hoftilitics in, the Low Countries, which entirely 
broke at laft the ftrength of that monarchy* 

Deprived of one, third of her trade, which was 
the proporfion alioY^fpd to that of the Colonies, did 
Great Britain perceive from whence Ihe was to re- 
place it? Fortu)iate,a9cidents might eyentually pre- 
vent her from finking under fo dreadful a preffufc ; 
tut yyas it prudent to trull to bare cafualties ? The 
:*.!• ' ' chaucej 
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chincii were evidently againft her; all Eur6pe^aS 
taken up ih the improvement df commerce ; every 
couiltry cherilhed the brafichfes peculiar to it witH 
aft invidious partiality * ahd they all feeihedtobarc 
a marked enmity or envy td Britain. 

All thefe were cogent motives to indued reaifcni 
able and jirovident men, to relax In theif refent* 
ment td the Colonies, and not td indulge a revenge 
which wotlld ultimately fill upon Great Britain. Ill 
private adimofities, men wefe often apt, by profe- 
putihg them, to woilnd themfelves through the fide 
of an enemy* This would inevitably be the Cafe of 
Britain, if flic j^effifted in the determination to carry 
into execution the dreadful threats flie had de- 
nounced rfgainft America. ' 
* Such wei-e the mahifeft and ttnetaggeWted con^ 
fequences of the reduftiott of America, confidered 
merely in a commercial view.* But there was ano^ 
ther of fo alarming a nature, as ought alone to pre* 
ponderate againft all other' confiderations. This 
Was the enormous incfeife df the military lift, and 
df all its concomitances* Great complaints had 
dften been made that untieceflaty numbers of 
troops were kept in pay; and that si militia alone 
ought to be entTufted with the guard and de* 
fence of a free country. But what would the rtiur- 
murs df the nation be, when they beheld the yafli 
ftrmies that muft be raifed and maintained for thd 
purpofes now in contemplation. 

The people of England were naturally jealous 
and fearful of any acceffion of power to the Crown ; 
but it would in the prefent cafe becomi inevitably 
more confiderable than even What w^ould render 
it more particularly an objeft of fufpicion and ter- 
toT, would be the number of foreign troops' taken 
into the Britifli fervice. Thefe being, like dthet 
military levies, entirely at the difpofal of the Crdwn^ 
niu^ give itfuch a weight and influence^ arcoulicj 
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notifail to excite continual apprehen&^itiy sLncl occk« 

fion general umbrage* 

« * . A&er confidering the confequencei erf a war witK 

. America^ Ihould the arms of Britain pr6Ve fo fuc- 
cefeful as to over^omie the Ameificansinthe fl^dy 
and Compel them to fly for' refuge to the difficult 

. receiTes and inacceffible tracts in their baek fettle* 
ments, impartiality how required that the other fide 
of th&queftion ihould be attended to ; -and that we 
ihould alfo duly examine^ what our fituation would 
be, in cafe we ihould be unahk to fiand our ground 
upon that continent. 

Many there were who would not even admit the 
poffibility, much lefs thje probability of fuch an 
event : pcrfons of this fort were not to be argued 
with; but as reafonand experience had ihown that 
events ^ of this defcription had often come to pafs^ 
it behoved every unprejudiced man to refledt on 
what muft follow, ihould the attempts of Britain be 
defeated. 

Should we therefore meet with a reffiftance too 
ftrong and well conduced to be overcome ; ihould 
the Americans employ the many advantages refult- 
ing from the diftance of their iituation, and the na- 
tural impediments oftheircountry foikillfuUy and fo 
fortunately as to foil us in our endeavours to.fubdue 
tkem ; ihould our troops on ihore be wafted in fruit- 
Lefs attacks and expeditions, and our iieets prove 
unable to cut off thofe fupplies which either their 
own or foreign ihipping would be employed to pro- 
cure ; if after a long, fevere, and expenfive conteft, 
Britain ihould be necefiitated to give it up, what 
would be her condition and circumftances in cafe of 
fuch a failure ? 

V .No nation upon earth Is more fufceptible than 
the Engliih, of the mortification arifing frompublic 
difgrabes.. It would be overwhelmed with grief and 
ibamqat the diminution of ksgUxxy,. purchafed at 
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. fu^h a)l expenee of bloqd :aii4 and trc^uce^ afidiiour 
tarniflied in fo unlooked for a jnaDnen Both our po^ 
litical aad martial charadt^i: woilld fuSer on this 
cKCafion ; we ihould be taxed .with, want of prjrf* 
^etice and forefight : we ihouldbeaccufed bf de^* 
fe^ i{i military abilities: we ihould Undergo ail 
thofe imputations which are the ufual cbncomitants 
of adverfe fortune. The eyes o£ Europe. would be 
fixed iq>bn us^ in order to difcover by what methods 
our diftrefles could b^ converted to the ad vintage 
pf fo many xiyslls.:. the dread we. were held in no 
longer operating, we ihould be expofed to ill u&ge 
aild infult, and obliged at laft, perhaps, to turri 6ur 
arms a^ainft th^fe foreign a^riflbr5> after hafving 
tifed them unfuccefsfully againft our own people. ^ 
. This was hot the language of party and rfialcvov 
lence ; it was founded on the probability of the 
fame events befalling us, that had befSdlen bth^r 
ftates before. If the fubjeft Wa? duly conrfidcrcd/ 
we had every reafon to apprehend this would be 6u© 
deftiny. Every thing feemed to .cbnfpife againft 
our prefent meaftires, and to warn us to defift fronS 
their profecution. The ftrength and preparartions 
of Ametica alone were an objeQ: highly deferViuff 
of our refiedlions : it had been: ihown that weihdulS 
meet with infinite difficukies in .contending widi 
them. But who couid remain fo ignorant of £tiro-« 
pean politics, as tp entertain a moment's doubt^ 
that America woitld be (ecretly, if not openly fup-r 
ported in her reiiftahce ? It was uhnecefl'ary to enu-» 
merate thofe who would be ready to befriend her : 
the lift was compofed of every powir that • ftoodi 
in awe of Britain ; it was therefore mmierous, and 
it behoved us to' calculate well our owi^ ftrengthy 
before we vei)tured to encounter with that oJ.fo 
many enemies. r 

Europe had long made it the capital ma:sdm^ of 
her politics^ to combine againft every ftate that was 

become 
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become formidable to thp reft. To this cdmbina^ 
tioii the United Provinces of the Netherlands owed^ 
in a great meafure, their emancipation from the 
Spaniui yoke. After humbling Spain, the ambi- 
tion of the Houfe of Auftria was curbed by a like 
allbciation. Another was afterwards formed againft 
France with the fame intent and fuccefs ; and noW 
it was the turn of Great Britain to be oppofed in the 
like manner. 

• Thefe were, precedents that required our utmoft 
attention, whenever we took into confideration the 
affairs of our Colonies* We fliould not delude our* 
(elves with a fond expcdation, that the quarrel be- 
tween Great Britain and America would be con* 
fined to thefe two combatants ; as many would 
enter into it, as thought themfelves interefted in 
thwarting us. 

It was highly probable, therefore, that by at* 
tacking Amierica, we fliould involve ourfelves with 
all Europe. This: would be a fituation which the 
moft fanguine favourers of hoftilities againft the 
Colonies muft allow to be very alarming. Yet 
they could not deny the juftnefs of fuch a furmife4 
Private and clandeftine fuccours of ammunition and 
'warlike ftores hsld already found their way from 
foreign parts into the harbours of America : this 
was a prelude, which would, with the more like* 
lihood, lead to further affiftance, as the partiality 
of the world to the Colonifts was notorious, and the 
wiflies of the major part of Europe were decidedly 
in their favour. 

Notwithftanding the opulence, the power, the 
Spirit of Great Britain, could flie flatter herfelf with 
any well-founded hope, of being able to refift the 
impreifion that would be made upon her from ever/ 
quarter of th^ world ? It would be happy, were Ihe 
fo obftinateas to adhere to her prefent fyftem, if> 

YquIU No* 9* E ftftrt 
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after lofing her Colontes, flie efcaped herfelf frcprri(. 
the dangers that would encompafs her at home^ '^ 
^ To what infatuation, therefore, was it owing^ 
that menaced with fuch evident and indubitable pe-' 
rils, ihe would be fo unadvifcd as to affront theirf* 
tvithout ^bfolute neceffity ? When a nation's deareft 
kiterefts, or its honour are at ftake, it cannot dif* 
play 'too much refolution and intrepidity in the de- 
fence and prefervation of fuch valuable objefts : but 
When its motive for drawing the fword is to aflert 
uncertain and queftionable rights, it cannot fheath 
it too foon^ when it perceives that the generality of 
mankind not only contradift its. dpinion, but have 
formed a confederacy in otder the more effectually 
fo refill its views. 

This was a fair and impartial ftate of thequeftidfr^ 
ivithout favour or prejudice to any party^ The 
queftioh itfelf was of fuch magnitude and impor- 
tance, that it was a great misfortune it ihould ht 
coftfidered as liable to caufe any other than a friend^ 
4y and earneft difcuffion amoftg all j:rue friends to 
this country, without exciting heafs and animofi* 
ties, which had never been rhote unfeafonable than 
• at the prefent juncture. 

Thefe arguments and reprefehtations df the mi- 
nority, were copioufly anfwered by the fopportcrk 
of government} who contended that they were 
evidently calculated to imprefs the public with an 
undue appreh^enfion of tlk. ifituation of national af* 
fairs, and to deter it from aftifig with fpirit and de* ' 
cifion. 

The Americans, it was warmly affcrted,. aimed 
cpenly and explicitly at independence : to affirm the 
contrary,- was equally weak and falfe-r Had they 
hot taken poffeffion of all the powers of governor 
ment, levied forces, and raifed money for tljeir paf 
andfuftenante, iffued bills of credit, and exercMetf 
every other aSt of foverignty ? Their pretence*' of 
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toydty Were contradiaed by all their aftWnSk Whilf 
tranfmitting addrefles and petition*, to the Throne^ 
th^y- were preparing for an obftinate continuance o^ 
War ; and boalled among themfelves of the ftrength 
they had collefted, and of the refolutiona and ar- 
riangeinentsthey had taken for that purpofe. Theic 
tlifc^tirfes,' their publications, their correfpondence^ 
were full of the plans they were torming for the 
tftablilhment of the new* conftitution they had in 
Viewi^ They already fpokc of America as a feparatb 
miityJ^'dd as no longer intending > to acknowledge 
«l^y -fufe&rdination to Great Britaini ' 'Who coukl^ 
«ft^et'Tuch ' unqueftionable proofs, of their defigtf% 
leall them a dutiful and loyal people ? " » ^ ' » 

Were one even to allow thcvti-aisitydf thdf prdi^ 
ftffibhs, what was their amount ? 'An acknowledg-k 
tiient of the fovereignty over them of vac Monarch 
ivho #ears the Crown of Britain* But docs thisac^ 
knowiedgment include obedience to' the fegiflative 
power, formed by that fovereign and his Parlia^ 
ifeent ? By no means-: it goes no further than a fu5- 
perficial undefined hommage, binding them to no 
' obligation of compliance with the royal injundions^ 
tod leaving them in the full poifef&on of all theiir 
^laimsi 

* Could eohfidence and reconciliation ,take filace 
Tipon fuch terms ? All had beea tried in order td 
cffeft them which the wifdom of Parliament cJould 
fpggeft ; but the bbftinacy of the Colonifts was 
ihflexible. They feemed regardlefs of the ex-* 
tremities to which all things were haftening by 
the violence of their proceedings* They treated 
this country with equal contempt ind fufpicion* 
T^hey conftrued its moderation into fear, and ita 
forbearance into temporifingi 

Though Parliament had not formally givdn up thit 
tight of taxation ; it had placed that matter on fuch 
a footing, that the Colonies were authorifed to tais 
-* - E ,j^ themfelvei 
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themfelTCSi But far from being fatisiied with thsilt 
permiffion., they refufed to exercife it as requeftedi: 
. J10 fpecific fum had been demanded; they were left 
At their own option to decide its amount ; but fuck 
was their unconciliating temper^ that while they had 
full caufe to be perfuaded that a moderate contribu* 
jtion would fuffice^ they would not even conde« 
•fccnd to offer any* 

: . Such behaviour made it evident, that as they no 
longer intended to pay any regard to the authority 
of Britain, no accommodation with them could br 
iexpeded. Our duty was now to carry our term^ 
In the one hand, and our fword in the other : to be« 
kave otherwi|e would fubjeA us to negleft, and rez\«^ 
4er us contemptible. 

► Much had been infiftcd on the propriety of re« 
.Tfrting to that fituation in which the connexion be<i 
tween Great Britain and America flood at the conclu* 
-iion of the laft war ; but this was a difficult and 
^ complicated objedt ; it involved the repeal of eveiy 
«& m^de fince that period, and was, in faft, a ceiSoa 
of the moft neceflary jurifdiftion over the ColameSi» 
, :.Ij: was no Jonger time to inquire into the caufes 
of die jcfpedtive fituation of Great Britain and h^ 
Colonies at this day. The bufinefs now in hand WBi 
torfcompofealldifferences between them, aseffeftu* 
ially : and as fpcedily as poflible. Both parties, as 
in moft altercations, had been guilty of errors j 
iut it was moft advifable to bury them in oblivion, 
<ind attend only to the cure of prefcnt diforders. It 
^viere to be wiftied, however, that thofe who recomt 
•anended this inquiry, would remember, in the in* 
temperance of their izeal for America^ that Great 
Britain was the country of which- they were, by 
their perfonal fituation, principally bound to con* 
fplt the welfare. 

' The meafures propofed by miniftry were clearly 
^Idftated by neceffity. Defiance was bidden to thi» 
* country 5 
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|buntryj armies were raCfed, war j^oelafmed^ and 
Its lawful rights trampled upom ' The Americani 
liad now gone fo fax^ that it was incumbeot on us 
to meet them as their fuperidfSji' and compel them 
to acknowledge their inferiority. It were ihamefiA 
CO difplay lefs fpirit than they manifefted upon this 
iOccafion. They had taken up arnqts to maintain an 
,»njuft revolt from their parent ftate; but we were 
contending for juftice,^ honQur, and dominion.— 
We muft either valiantly fupport thejfe pretenfions^ 
CT difgracefully abandon the fovereignty of Ame- 
rica, and demean ourfelves in the eyes of all Europe. 

The fate, of Great Britain, as it had been often be- 
fore, was now again in fufpence. After having for a 
long courfe of years, flourilhed beyond any monarchy 
in Chriftendom,. it remained to b^ decided, whether 
this profperity Ihould have any further duration. 
Should thofe rich and powerful Colonies, the works 
of her hands^tfee fruits of her induftry, plante4 
ivith fo much care, nurfed with fuch conftant at- 
tention^ ;and guarded with fo great anxiety, ihould 
they, Arough the' mifguided hands of their own 
peoj^e, be undutifuHy fevered from the parent 
ftate, and through the machinations of falfe friends 
to them, and fecret foes to us, ungratefully become 
our declared enemies, fuch a fcene would be exhi- 
bited as had no precedent either in^ ancient or mo- 
dern hiftpxy. 

It was to prevent fuch a calamity that Britain had 
reqourfe to arms. She was confcious that a feverc 
trial was at hand, but the fooner Ihe entered the 
field, the lefs of difficulty fhe Ihould have to en- 
counter, as the enemy would be the lefs prepared* 
Mulch depended upon giving him no leifure to form 
thpfe many arrangements he had projeded •; they 
wejre hpftSe in the higbeft degree, and fliould there* 
fore be obviated with the utmoft expedition. Af- 
jcr giving repeated proofs of patience, forbcaranccj^ 
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lyid an ardent deiire qf reconcUiatiQn^ on th« ei^u^ 
failure of every hope and expe&^tipn of this km^^ 
tjie only meafure now Jett to this couptry was to itjoi^ 
ipoji all her fpirit and vigour, and to exert tkeii^^ei^^ 
leduaily, - : • i ? 

Trye it w^j, that to reduce America to obefijj^ 
^nce.was an ardupus tafk; but that was no argu^ 
inent again il the attempt. It had lately been pfijaj 
to represent the Americans as invincible upon tbeif 
own ground, and that to endeavour at a fubjugatiog 
of that country, would be labour loft: but fuch re^v 
prefent^tions^ were calculated to difpirit and detef 
the Britifli natiqn from afting with that courage and 
tAergy which were pow recjuifite, AllQwing th» 
Americans tq be t)rave and refoluce, Engliflin>ei| 
lyere their equals at leaft in all military qualifica-f 
tionsj^ apd were not to be terrified by the defcrip^ 
tion of the dangers ^nd ohftacles they were to meet 
T^ith ; they had furmounted as great ; they ha4 
fought and overcome as valiant foldiefs; as the Ame^ 
«?ans, ^ ^ ' . > 

• Such infinuations were unworthy of the heads of 
% grci^t and mighty people, Inftead of thus ftriv^ 
ing to deprefs, their firft care Ihpuld be tq exalt an4 
invigorate the minds of the community. The morqi 
inaniinent th? peril, the more ftrenuoufly thej: 
ihoyld ftudy to inculcate fearleflhefs and intrepir 
^ity, By adtiqg a contrary part, they laid thenij 
felves open to fufpicioqs qf thei? Qwn ^deUty ;^l4 
good wiflies tq the ftate, 

There was nq reafon todefpair of fuccefs in th? 
undertaking the qation was fo juftly embarked im 
The power of Qreat Britain had been e^jperinient-f 
^lly found adequate to. the moil furprifing atchiever 
Weqts, She had in the laft war overthrown the coIIcct ' 
^d might of the whole Houfe of Bqurbon j^ Ihe had 
lupported the Kingof Pruffia againft all the nqrth- 
f ffi ^qwe?s qf Europe j ihe |ia4 reigned abfqlyte miXr ^ 
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tretsatfea; flie had conquered for her rebellious 
cl;iUdren that region which they now threatened to 
tear from her dominion^ ' * 

'' The ftrength and refourbes of Britain had long 
been the aftonilhment of all nations. In proportion 
as her difficulties increafed, her genius and abilities 
had kept equal pace with them. No power that 
ipvcr contended with Great Britain had been bene- 
fitted by the conteft* She was envied, but ihe was 
xiolefs feared. Thofe who defired her humiliation 
were no doubt numerous ; but this was not to ht 
acconipliihed without expofing fhemfelves to her 
refentment ; and in whatever fituation fhe might 
be, her courage was known to be invincible ; and 
it was ufually in the very worft extreniities that her 
efforts were pioft daring and fuccefsful. 

European politics were now fo bufily taken up 
with the concerns of America, that every motion of 
this country was watched, in expectation of profit- 
ing through its errors. Such was the language of 
thofe who wavered in their refolutions, or who 
fought to invalidate the juftnefs of the meafures 
now adopted againft the Colonies. It were indeed 
unwife in any miniftry to overlook what was doing 
'on the continent of Europe ; but there would be 
|efs wifdom ftill to make our arrangements depend 
on the confultations of foreign courts. This would 
be fubjedting us to their management in fuch a de^- 
gree, as would quickly deftroy the refpedt and in- 
fluence we were wont to command. While we aftr 
ed with prudence, we needed not to look abroad for 
.approbation and confent; fuccefs and prplperity 
would always infuse. them ; the regard paid by dates 
to each other, was directed .wholly by this motive. 

It would be weak and fpiritleft to refrain from 
doing ourfelves juftice, merely from the apprehen- 
fipn.pf interference in favour of the Americans. This 
was at moft a chance in the fcale againft us, the^ 

E 4 weight 
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weight of which we might never feel, though It waiT 
now fo heavily anticipated. The way to prevent it^ 
was to put ourfelves in fuch a pofture of defence, 
as to take away all inclination to moleft us froni 
thofe whom we fufpefted of fuch intentions. When 
they faw that no motives whatever were able to 
daunt us, and that we were prepared for the worft^ 
the remembrance of what this nation had done, and 
the conviAion of what it was able to do, when roufed 
by neceffity, and impelled by its native fpirit, would 
probably cool the warmth of its moft inveterate 
cnemieSf 

The reputation and the intereft of the Britilh na- 
tion had never been fo thoroughly united before in 
fo dangerous aconteft.^ Its importance ought to 
iilence all leffer contentions. Whether miniftry or 
oppofition argued with moft acutenefs on the fub-* 
jeft, ought no longer to employ a moment's thought. 
The Colonies were in arms againft Great Britain ; 
the conftitutional authority of the realm had pro-^ 
pounced them guilty of rebellion, and had appoint- 
ed. an armed force to reduce them to obedience.— 
Whoever, therefore, was a true friend to the king- 
dom, would ceafe to oppofe the decifions of a law- 
: ,ful majority, and not difcourage the profecution of 
thofe meafures, of which the fuccefs depended fo 
eflentially on the fteadinefs and uninterruptipn with 
which they were purfued. 

Such was the general purport of the replies made 
by the friends of the miniftry to the reaionings of 
their opponents, The fpace of a whole night was 
coqfumed in the debates upon tjie Royal fpeech : 
it was near five in the morning when the motion 
proceeding from the oppofition was reje^ed, by twp 
hundred ap4 f^Venty-eight, agaipft one huRdre^ 
jandei^ht, 

This was, in the apprehenfion of all men, acom- 
jplete ^nd decjliye yiC]tory gyer the endeavours of 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



JL A f E WAR; yj 

die American party to prevail upon Parliament to 
make further conceffions to the Colonies^ The 
Conciliatory motion was looked upon as fair ground 
for a treaty. It was thought to comprehend the 
fubftance of all they could wilh ; to rejeft it, there- 
fore, was confidered as a plain, unequivocal proof, 
that they were not fincere in their proteftations of 
amity to this country; and that whatever termi 
might be laid before them, they would flill find rea^ 
fons to>alledge againft their acceptance. - 

In fuch% perfuafion, it was not difficult to diC- 
pofe a majority of the members in Parliament, as 
•well as of the nation at large, to concur in a fipal 
determination to commit the caufe of the kingdom 
to the decifion of arms. So much had been fpoken 
and wrftten concerning the fubjeft in queftion, it 
had been agitated fo many years without coming to 
a conclufion ; it had/ on the contrary, become fo 
perplexed, and was now entangled in fo many ar-r 
guments, that people had loft all patience, and 
were thoroughly convinced that the only way to end 
it, was by a trial of ftrcngth. 

The truth was, that like all other mornentouf 
cjueftions between two great national bodies, the 
controverfy was carried on with fo much vehemence 
and acrimony on both fides, that the feeds of mif- 
chief were fown betimes, and began fo make their 
appearance foon after the very commencement of 
the difpute. It was attended with another circum- 
ftance that contributed to embitter it in the fevereft 
degree. One of the parties concerned affumed a 
ftile of fuperiority, to which, from its relative fitu- 
ation refpedting the other, it thought no more than 
its due. But the other, though, exteriorly com* 
pliant with long received. forms, had attained and 
felt a ftrength and importance, that made this com- 
pHance uneafy. This fenfation, though it operated 
•jmpef ftptibly, was a perpetual incentive to t]^c paf* 
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fions of a high-fpirked people. It ftimulated tlicnj 
to affert and maintain their confequence upon every 
occaiion that offered. The lefs they prefumed tq 
do it in words and expreflions, the more efFedtualljf 
they always did it by their deeds and tranfadtions, 

A conteft'of fuch a nature, could not fail, in it^ 
progrefs, to be produdtive of many fubjefts of re- 
ciprocal irritation. Sometimes the habitual notions 
of fuperior dignity would induce the one party to 
infift upon the points in debate with a warmth bor- 
dering upon haughtinefs ; fometimes the firmnefs of 
fentiments infpired by confcioufnefs of freedom, 
would impel the other to exprefs himfelf with a 
boldnefs little differing fi'bm defiance. From inci- 
dents of this kind, ofience and refentment recipro- 
cally arofe. The one was taxed with arrogance, the 
pther with audacity. 

From this mutual ftrife, proceeded partial in- 
vefligations of each others refpedtive merits, the re- 
fult of which was favourable to neither. The one 
was accufed of pride, ambition, and avarice ; the 
other of ingratitude, petulance, and felfiihnefs. In 
the mean time both pleaded the multiplicity of ties 
that had linked them together for fuch a multitude 
of years : but the one complained they were made 
^ pretence^to exercife the authority of a mafter ; the 
pther, that the remembrance of the benefits to which 
they had given occafion, was totally obliterated. . 

Great Britain could not forget in what manner 
the firft fettlers had gone forth under the flielter of 
her wings, and with what vigour ihe had protefte4 
them in the plenitude of her power. Her Colonies 
as readily remipded her, with what expedition their 
induftry repaid her affiftance, and how effeftually 
they had co-operated towards her profperity and 
fplendour. In the various enumeration of IJsryices 
rendered to each other, they could not always re* 
ffain frpqii pver-b^lancing the account ; hence fol*' 

lowed 
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|qwed reproaches, tauats, and malevolent iafinua^ 
tions; and at length, jealoufy, fufpicion, and' 
enmity, 

^.' When they had arrived th\iis far, it was eafy to * 
perceive that the altercation of which thefe bickir 
^rings had proved the collateral attendants, would 
depye its final iffue from their influence. Prejudice^ 
partiality, and refentment, had by this time taken 
pofleffion of the minds of men on both fides the At4 
tantic. Together with the natural defire of gaining 
^he point in litigation, they were* pronipted by a feir 
ijjret antipathy to each other, that rendered them 
^ayerfe to condefcendence. Thus both meeting on 
tlie long beaten ground of this fatal conteft, with, 
a . refolutioi> not to yield, the decifion became a 
forlorn hope, . and was left to the contingency of 
ihofe events, to which, when they cannot agree 
gibout any other method of fettling their differences^ 
mankind have been ufed to make their laft appeaU . 
Such were the fteps by which two people, fprung 
f ron^ the fame origin, and long united by the bonds of 
iptereft and confanguinity, became at length totally 
(divided in fentiments, affed:ions, and government ; 
^nd from harmonizing.in all public matters with the 
pioft perfedt concord and friendlinefs, proceeded at 
laft to the oppofite extremes of dififention an4 
,cnmity, . 

. Both people were now beginning to lofe thofe 
feelings for each other, which language, religipn<^ 
felatiouihip, and a variety of fuch motives, had 
pace contributed to render fo ftrong. But this un-^ 
happy difference had gradually weakened them to 
fuch a degree, that they hardly fubfifted any where^ 
fave in the remembrapce of the parties. Inftead or 
$hat chearfulneft and cordiality with which they met 
and coi^verfed with each other, fuch a^ had lived 
together in habits of intimacy, were become cau-* 
69^? W ^If^^ ^ifelsA^r^ 9f ?^^i^^ thoughts. Sufjpici.' 
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oufnefs had now taken the place of confidence, knS 
they guarded againft each other as fpies and enc* 
inics- 

In Co irkfome a fituation of mind, they naturallf 
flood aloof, and were inclined to no communication 
excepting with thofe whom they knew to be ftaunch 
friends to their refpedtive caufe. Hence England 
and America, from being the favourite objedts of 
their reciprocal fpeculations, aflumed the appear* 
ance of countries indifferent to them. They were 
ipoken of, together with what related to them, as 
^ Englifliman converfes about France, and a 
Frenchman about England. 

Thus they were completely weaned from thofir 
iconfiderations that had formerly proved the occa^r 
fion and the cement of fo much friendfliip and good- 
•will between private individuals, and of courfe, had 
influenced fo powerfully the public connedioQ b©* 
€ween the two countries. 

Thefe were melancholy, refleftions to perfons of 
humanity, ^yho had been witnefles of the concord 
and benevolence that had fubfifted in Britain an4 
in the Colonies, between all fubjefts indifcriminatc- 
}y. They could not recal without emotion, thofe 
Jiappy times, when the natives of America, fuch 
even as had not i>een out of their country, never 
fpoke of England but as their home. 
^ In the midft of thefe refentments and heart-burn*? 
ings, the Colonies were particularly cxafperated at 
the ii^trodii^iqn of foreign troops int6 this quarreU ' 
They looked upon this meafure as an unanfwcrable 

f)roof, that all regard for their charafter, a$ Eng- 
iflimen, was fled ; and that Great Britain viewed 
them as {Irangers, whom, if flie could not copqucf 
and enflave, Ihe was determined to deftroy. Thif 
perfjaafion excited their moft violent indignation} 
they confidered.themfelves as abandoned tQpluo<|ef 
l.nd maflacie, ajnd that Britain was unfeelingly bent 
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pa thtsir ruin, by whatfoever means flxe could com;^ 
pafs it, 

- While the Colonifts reprefented this meafure in fa 
fanguinary a.light, it was.depidied at hon;ie in the 
iame colour by their partifans. It was even repro- 
bated by many individuals, who were not averfe to 
the other parts of the minifterial plan, but who 
could not bring themfelves to approve of the inter- 
ference of foreign rpercenaries in our dpmeftic feuds^ 
It was condemned as a precedent full of danger to 
Jthe conftitution, and as an inftrument, which in 
ti\^^ hands of an artful and daring minifter, might, 
on a future occafion, be converted to the moft ini- 
quitous purpofes^ After employing it at a diftance, 
it might upon various pretences be brought nearer 
jbiome ; and we fliould then feel the confequences of 
having given encouragement and countenance to a 
projeS of fo pernicious a tendency. 

It was not only throughout the public at large 
this meafure occafioned fo much difcontent : after ' 
having in Parliament undergone the keeneft cenfurc 
pf the oppofition, it fell under the difpleafure of a 
x:oniiderable number of thofe who fided with the' 
piinifter,. and were generally ufed to fupport the 
meafures of government ; but on this occafion they' 
loudly diflented from them. Several quitted the 
Hou4 without voting; others who voted in hit 
favour, obliged him previoully to give them aa 
affurance thu^t he would remove all their doubts 
and fcruples, and fatisfy them clearly upon thi^ 
Jubjed:. 

The conftitutlon, it was argued, militated in the 
TOoft diredl and particular manner againft all pro- 
ceedings of this kind. Such an attempt to bring a 
niilitary force into the Britiih dominions was re^ 
pugnant to law, and fubverfive of, the right9<f 
cftablilhed at the Revolution. No fuch prero- 
gative was acknowledged in the Crown. No troops 
g c.oui<4 
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could be ratfed without confent" of -Parliatriiirf^ 
much lefs was it author ifed to call in a foreign ar-? 
taiy. Strangers were no proper perfons to commit 
the guard of the realm to, without the utmdft nfei 
ceflity ; nor even then without the matureft ddibeL 
ration of Parliament, and without its formal and ex- 
plicit approbation, -** 

They who approved of the meafure, pleaded th* 
necefEty of the times. Troops were immediateljr 
wanted, and the great eft expedition was requii»ed. 
-Belays were the ruin of all military enterprifes. The 
ftrongeft promifes had been made by Parliament of i 
zealous concutrence with the Crown, in taking eVei^ 
proper ftep to reduce the Colonies to obedience : it 
bught not therefore to be obftrudted in its very firft 
"endeavours. = . 

Some there were, who fupported this meafure on 
the ground of precedent. This country had fceu 
a confiderable body of ftrangers come to it-s affift- 
ance in the rebellion of forty-five ; and in the com- 
mencement of the late war. The revolution itfelf 
was partly due to foreign aid. In the prefent in- 
flatice, the force alluded to was intended for th6 
fuppreffion of a revolt in a diftant part of the Bri* 
tifli dominions : no candid perfon would alledge> 
that any danger covild arife to the liberty of this 
ifland, from employing that force three thoufan^ 
Inilcs on the other nde of the Atlantic ocean* - 

But whatever arguments were ufed in vindication 
of this meafure, its general danger appeared fo real^ 
and the reafonings of its opponents fojuftly founded^ 
that it was judged neceffary to abandon the de- 
fence of its legality* Irf order to quiet the mindij 
of fuch as were alarmed upon this account, affurs- 
•ances were given, that it fliould undergo a Parlia* 
mentary revifal, and be difpofed of according to the 
judgment of the Houfe^ ' 

In the mean time, the pf6fpe£t of a eonthitratioif 
of hoftilities in America began to offend a multitude 

of 
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^{ perfons in this country. They had felt much 
dilpleafure at thofe that had taken place already j 
'but they had flattered themfelves, that on a ferioui 
cbnfidenation of the detrimental confequences that 
would refult from thenvto both countries, ,the cqoI 
atnd moderate of both parties would ftep in, and ex- 
ert themfelveseifedually to bring about an accom-i 
mod^tion, before the fury of the contendants had 
rifen too high Co be conttouled. 
,: Among thofe whofe perfonal chara(Jter gave the 
gri^teft weight jto their difapprobation of hoflilities, 
was General Conway, ' His political principles had 
been fteadily marked with temperatenefs and cau- 
tion. He had long ftrove to divert the ftorm he 
had feen gathering ; but the times were fo tempeftu- 
oufly inclined, that he had failed like m^ny others* 
He now explicitly united with oppofition in repro^ 
bating the American war : he declared the conqueft 
of that country equally inexpedient and inpraftica- 
ble. Notwithftanding the a6t afferting the legifla- 
tive authority of Great Britain had paiTed during^ 
his admiiniftration, he jexprefled the moft fervent 
wiih i% Should be repealed fooner than ftand in thc^ 
Wsry of reconciliation. 

» He was joined by others in challenging the mi- 
niftry to lay before the Houfe fome fatisfadtory ac- 
ctount of the prefent ftate of affairs in America, a» 
it was incumbent on Parliament to aft with its eyes • 
open, in the bufinefs that was now coming before 
it. Much was demanded from the nation ; a 
profped: was opening which filled it with anxiety ; k 
was not judicious to proceed further, without know-* 
ing upon what ground it floods 

The intellijgence arriving daily from America', 
was very unfavourable. The fituation of the troops 
ht fiofton was fo critical, that their very fafety was 
fometirnes/ a matter of doubt. Though officiai ac- 
counts bad 4K>t tranfpired, it was .well known- tbtf. 

the 
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the affairs of Britain in that quarter were in grea# 
diforder ; and that notwithflanding the goodnefs of 
the troops, and the valour of their commander^ 
they were hard prefled by the enemy, and in a very 
diftreffed condition. 

> It was urged, upon this occaiion, as it had been 
often before, by the friends to vigour and de-* 
cifivenefs, that the capital fault lay in fetting out 
upon the great and arduovis bufinefs propofed, with 
a force inadequate to its execution and importance^ 
]VVhile a llrength \Vorthy of fo vaft an under- 
taking was not called forth, it WQuld never be ac» 
compliihed, and would only lead this country into 
further difficulties, errors, and misfortunes,, tiU 
that power was wafted piecemeal in fruitlefs efforts^ 
which, had it been at once coUe&cd, would have 
made an cffedlual impreffion. 

Thofe who defended the conduft of miniftry, re- 
prefented the impediments concomitant on the fitu- 
ation of thofe at the helm in. fuch a country as Bri- 
tain. Abilities and experience, however acknow- 
ledged, would not apologize with the public for 
going beyond the line of cautioufnefs and circum^ 
fpeftion, before its fanSion had been obtained for 
iJolder meafures : but this depended upon fo many 
contingencies, that before it was compafled, time 
often ftole away the opportunities of deferving it# 
Minifters were not ignorant, that for great under- 
takings, great efforts were neceffary ; but had fuch 
a force been demanded on the determination of pro*^ 
cccding to coercive meafures, as was fugg6ftcd hf 
jncn of bold and extenfive ideas,' it was much to be 
feared the demand would have been anfwered with 
refufal. 

Inflrudted by events, ^it was not however to b* 
doubted that miniftry would regulate the fteps thtt 
were to be taken, according to the nature of exi* 
gcncies. The progrefs made by the American^ 
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doritlg the laft twelvemonth, in indreafing theJr 
ftrength,. and preparing for defence,. had exceeded 
all reafonable expedkation. . It had not been ipiagin-* • 
cd that fuch numbers, would have betaken them* 
felves.to arms. . But as. that was the cafe,. Great Bri-« 
tain mufl of. necdfity proportion her ftrength to 
theirs. .The. late operations in New England had 
been formed according to the informations that werb 
judged the-moft tol^e relied on.. It had been boafted 
among the oppofition, that they were much better 
informed ; iif fo, it was their duty to have laid afide 
their private piques,; and to. have affifted the public 
with, their advice^ Miniftry did not pretend to in- 
fallibility ; but they had confulted likelihood ; and - 
if their:plans had hitherto not fucceedcd to their 
wilhe»^. it had ixotbeen for want of due care and pre^- 
paration. 

Much difirefs and mifery had been foretold to 
Britain from the profecution.of a war with our Co-* 
lonies. The prediaion:was admitted; but on the 
other hand, much more would fall upon the Colo- 
nies themfelves. It were to be defired, that for 
their own fake, they were convinced of this truth, as 
it would preferve them from a number of calamities, 
and Great Britain from the mortification of inflift- 
ing them* . Their fituation was fuch, that from the 
naval fuperiority of this country, their trade would, 
in all probability, be utterly ruined, and their 
coafts WQuld be expofed to our attacks on every 
fide* 

Thefe were indeed no matters of triumph to an 
Engliflunan ;: but as oppofition took a manifeftde* 
light in rmagoifying the difficulties that would ac* 
company the project of reducing America by force 
of arms, as the fpirit and ftrength of the Colonifts 
were defcribed in the moft alarming manner, and 
Iktle hopes weJre allowed to be entertained of fuc- 
•ceding.agaittft them, it was a duty which miniftry 
^ Vox., II. No, 9, F owed 
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owed to the tiation, to diffipate the apprclietifTdns 
#bich thefe exaggerated reprefentations might h^ve 
occafioned, and to lay before the public a juft and 
true ftatc of affairs, without increafing or diminifli- 
iDg the powers of the enemy, that the nation might 
be convinced, that by leading forth its armies againft 
the Colonies, a refolute, but not an impradticable 
bufinefs, had been undertaken*^ 

The prefcnt appearances might not, indeed, be 
pfomifing from the vaft inequality of the-refpeAive 
force now in adtion ; but that deficiency would foon 
be remedied, and a fufficient number of troops be 
brought into the field, to recover and fecure a foot- 
ing of fuperiority. The Colonies would not pre- 
fume to face, on equal ground, fuch an army as 
was defigned to ad againft them; and allowing them 
all thofe military virtues with which the zeal of 
their partifans was fo ready to endow them, ftill the 
advantages of knowledge and experience in the offi- 
cers, of pradlce and veteranlhip in the foldiers, and 
of eminent abilities in the commanders, would be 
fuch, as to compel eVery unprejudiced obferver to 
. acknowledge, that the probability of fuccefs lay in- 
comparably on the fide ot Great Britain* 

Uncommon ftrefs had been laid on the patriotifm 
of rhe Colonifls, . and that they would fubmittodif- 
trefs much more chearfully than our people : this 
alone, it was faid, would be an inexhauftible fund, 
where the conteft on the one fide was for glory and 
dominion, but on the other for property and frfee* 
dom, nlotivcB much more powerful and cogent than 
the former. All this was fpecious, and founding 
in the ears of fuch as liftened only to one fi<le of the 
queflion : but whoever attended to the cornmooi 
courfe of human tranfaftions, would perceive that, 
without an adequate fupply of what mankind have 
io juftly,. as well as emphatically, ftiled the finews 
of war, the mollobftinate courage muft yield at lafit 
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to thofe who poffefs thenu The fituation of Ame-» 
tica in. this refpeft was extremely critical :» the 
quantity of fpecie throughout the Colonies^ was^no 
objaSi ,their pecuniary correfponden^ie depended 
wholly upon, commercial articles given and taken iq 
exchange i the Congr^fs had been obliged to emit 
a large fum in paper money, for the fubfiftence of 
their troops, and other neceflary expences: the 
warmth and ferment now high among. them, had. 
facilitated its acceptance and circulation at the pre— 
fent, and might keep it awhile in motion ; bi^ 
when peopla ww that it commanded no fpecie, they 
would foon.hold it cheap, and decline fo precarious 
afecurity: this would not fail to ' throw matters 
into confufion : whateyer attachment people might 
profefs for government^ a depreciation of the pub^ 
lie currency was fo direftly connefted with ey^ry 
individuals immediate concerns, that nothing would 
iboner difcredit a ftate, and leiTen the zeal of thofe 
who fupported it« 

. Such, according to all the rules of probability, 
would very ihortly be the fituation of America* It 
would then remain to be feen, whether the perfeve- 
tance of the Colonifts, would be proof againft the. 
hardlhips that would inevitably follow from the want 
of money, and of trade to procure it. No man could 
take upon him to afcertain events ; but unlefs an ex- 
traordinary concourfe of fortuitous accidents c;utic to 
the aliiftance of theAmericans^ no likelihood ap- 
peared that they would be able t6 ex;jricate them* 
felves out of thefe difficulties^ any. more than that 
they could poffibly avoid them* 

It was upon fpeculations of thig kind,, founded 
in the nature of things, and coixftantly verified hy 
experience, that miniftry. built the expectation of 
iucceeding in the meafures it had taken to reduce 
the Colonies. It entertained too great a refpeft for 
l^p mighty nation, by whom it was entrufted with 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



S^' History or the 

the management of its affairs, to expofeit upcW^ 
meer prcfumption to fo vaft and afduous anenter-^ 
prize. But as its honour and intereft were equally 
concerned oiithe one hand, and there was a well*' 
grounded profped of fuccefs on the other, miiiiftrf 
was bound in duty to omit noopportunity of alTert^ 
ing them to the wnw>ft of its abilities. 

The power of the Britifh nation was great and un* 
queftionable; but the refources of America were 
uncertain : nothing but 2t blind infatuaition, exifted 
and cheriihed by a fa&ious combination, could 
have plunged the Colonifts into a war, the waging 
of which muft be ruinous, and the iffue very doubt*^ 
fill at beft. ' The violence and impetuofity which 
ruled them at prefent, took jiway both their capa-- 
city and inclination torefledwith coolnefson their 
proceedings. But it was not to be fuppofed, that 
when brought into (traits, they would not makc» 
due comparifons between the price they were paying- 
for the rights they claimed, and the mild depen** 
dehce they lived in, while acknowledging the fove- 
reignty of Great Britain. Refleiftions of this kind* 
would come with additional weight in the day of 
calamity and diftrefs ;^ and that this day would fpee- 
dily arrive, was not to be controverted. From the* 
combined influence of thefe confiderationson the one* 
hand, and the vigorous preffure of the British arma^ 
on the other, the moft lively hope might be formed, 
that a profberous termination would be put to th» 
conteftr This hope was nouriihed with the more 
fervour, as it was rcfolved that the clemency of 
Great Britain Ihould be held out to the Colonies in, 
fo inviting and powerful a manner, that nothing but 
the moft obdurate and unaccountable obftinacy- 
fhould be able to withftand it. 

With reafonitigs to this effedtdid miiiiftry reply* 
to the arguments of oppofition in both Houfesy 
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jbut in that ef the Peers they met with^othercaufes 
»to exercife their abilities and to alarm them* 

A nobleman of very high rank, (the Duke of Graf- 
ton) who had once held the firft place in adminiftra- 
-tion,and had fided with it till nowj declared his deter- 
,mination to proceed no further in the meafures thljt 
were profecuting againft America. He complained 
that he had been led thus far by deception and errone- 
ous information.; that fome fafts had been withheld 
.from his kaowledge,.and others mifreprefented ; ow- 
ing to this he had countenanced meafures, which, ^ 
rOtherwife, he ihould never have approve^. To com- 
pel America to fybmit by force of arms^ was entire!/ 
foreign to his intention : he fupported this idea,, 
from a convidion that no more was meant, than to 
hold it out as a commination to the refraiflory C07 
•lonifts : it was by no means to be realized, as it was 
afferted by thofe who advifed it, that an intimida- 
tion of this fort would fufEce to fluke. the refolution 
lof the Colonies, and bring theni to the terms de- 
fired. Had he been as well acquainted \^dth tl>e 
^eal fituation of . America, as he was-atprefent, he 
.never would have coincided with a threat of fuch a 
nature, and would have laboured for a xeconciliatiofi 
iy means more .acceptable to their difpofition* 
, The refult of his niaturer thoughts and better 
^knowledge led him to conclude, that *n entire re- 
ipeal was neceflary of all the ads relating to Ame- 
.rica, pafled fince the conchifion of the laft war, and 
-that had been productive of difcpntent. They were 
fuch as could be completely difpenfed w^ith, aiid 
►did'not.afFeft the fovereignty of Great Britain ; hut 
<they weighed heavy upon the Colonies, and had . 
^contributed to perpetuate differences between theni 
;and this country, without, procuring, it any utility. 
'The reftoration of peace and union v(ras of fuch con- 
fequence, that no other motives Ihould be fuiSered 
«p ^nd in the w^y. Of whatev-er importance they 
J F 3 might 
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might appear, they were but of a fecondary conf?** 
deration, when compared with the indifpenfible ne- 
ceffity of an immediate reconciliation with the Co- 
lonies. 

It was urged alfo from other quarters, that the 
cohfequenccs of delaying to conclude this tedious 
conteft, were becoming everyday more ferious. It 
would foon be pafl: all remedy, if we waited for a 
renewal of hoftilities. Another campaign, whether 
profperous or adverfe, would fix both parties in 
fuch habits of hoftility, as would render them in- 
different to an accomodation^ and induce them to 
carry the trial of their refpeftive abilities in the field 
much farther than they entertained any conception 
of at prefent. Thus they would go on Ihedding 
each others blood, to the great fatisfaftion of the 
•enemies of Britain, who in this reciprocal llaughter 
of her fubjeds, would enjoy the long wilhed for 
period of that formidable power, which as it had ari- 
sen from their union^ would now terminate with their. 
iiifcord, 

Thefe were confequences which every man fore- 
-faw, who did not flatter himfelf with vain conjee- 
•tures, which flood on no other foundation than 
abftradk and fpeculative reafonings. But however 
-plaufible thefe might feem to fancy, they would 
not ftajid the teft of judgment. The cafe between 
Qreat Britain and America was fingular, and bad 
•no precedent. The moft curious inveftiggtor in 
ancient or modern hiftory, would find no tranfac- 
tionexaftly correfponding with it, That whicH 
bore the neareft fimilitude, was the defeftion of the 
Low Countries from Spain; hut here, though in 
fome refpefts the caufes of diffention were not un- 
like, yet there was a prpdigious difference between 
the relative ftrength 6f the Spanifli monarchy at that 
lera, and that of Britain at this prefent day, Spain . 
was miftrefs of the faireft parts of Europe,- and of 

' • all 
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all Amtrica ; in the Eaft Indies Ihe was without a 
competitor; fhe was the only naval power in being; 
that of England was in its infancy ; flie had the moft 
numerous Handing army, and her officers and fol- 
diers were incomparably the beft difciplined of any. 
With all thefe advantages, Ihe was not able to re- 
duce the Seven United Provinces of the Low 
Countries. 

The fituation of Great Britain with regard to her 
Colonies, was very far from being fo advantageous, 
they formed an extenfive country, full of interior 
impediments to an enemy : they were inhabited by 
hardy and rcfolute men, inured to the ufe of arms, 
and paffionately fond of freedom. But that which 
principally fccured them was their immenfe dif- 
tance. They lay three thoufand miles off; ambi- 
tion could not approach them without an enormous 
•exppncc. This alone was a barrier, that would, in 
the courfe of events, prove infurmountable; it 
would weaken and weary out then* enemies, by ex- 
liaufting them of their treafures, and oblige therai 
to give over for want of means to continue. 

If Spain failed in her attempt on the Dutch io 
the very zenith of her power, could Britain expeft 
to reduce the Americans, with much fewer incite^ 
ments to hope for fuccefs ? She ought to take warn- 
ing from the calamities that befel that ambitious 
monarchy, in confequence of her obftinately per- 
fifting, in fpite of repeated failures, in her iniqui- 
tous endeavours to enflave a people who were ftrug^ 
gling for their juft rights. With fuch a leffon be-^ 
fore her, Ihe ought to retradt in time, left Ihe Ihould^ 
in her turn, be held up as another proof of the 
woeful efFefts of haughtinefs and obftinacy. 

Were it even allowed that Britain's caufc was a 
juft one, was the mutual effufion of fo much blood 
by the bands of friends and brethren, to be juftified 
hy the laws of humanity ? The conteft was, in fad, 
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about claims much more punAilious thanefleatis^'ff 
were they to be renounced for ever, the intereft of 
Britain would receive no detriment. Dignity was 
the term. now appropriated to the pride which. this 
country aflumcd towards her Colonies : but could 
that juftify the imprudence of venturing the lofs of 
iblid and fubftantial profperity and grandeur ? This 
was a method of proceeding reconcileable neither 
with confgience or honour. Had Britain been in- 
fulted by a foreign power, it behoved her, unlefs 
the offence was indeed very grievous, to avoid all 
methods of requiring fatisfadtion that tended tea 
breach of peace ; much lefs could Ihe alledge any 
valid reafon to draw tne fword upon her own fub«» 
jedls, who had expreffed the ftrongeft defire to^re^ 
main connedted with her as before, and whofe con^ 
dudt was loudly applauded by.the wOrld^and condeiziH 
lied by none but.herfelf. 

To thefe arguments others were ^dded, fipiilar 
to ,tbofe that had been adduced by the oppoiition in 
^be other Houfe ; fuch as the unimportance of :a 
conqueft that mull be efFefted by the ruin of -a 
country; the improbability of effefting.it; jand if 
fuch an end were attained, the unconquerable, difi» 
ficulties that would prevent Great Britain, froni r^ 
taining the Colonies ,any length of time* It :wa§ 
pbierved that by adopting the fyftem of hoftilities, 
anend.wfjsinftantly put to the great multiplicity of 
benefits continually derived to this country froni its 
connection with .them ; as thefe benefits arofe from 
peace ^nd friendly intercourfe, the fyfpepfion of thefe. 
ivDuld of caurfe ..interrupt . them;' and if war ^an4 
bloodlhed were.qf ^ny duration, would, by extin-r 
guiihing former cpnfiden^e .^nd amity, d^ftrpy 
th^m perhaps for ever, . , 

/Thefe .werevigorous and ijiipreffive attacks upon 
the miniftry. They did nqt deny the imperfedlnei^ 
of their ii>foiroatiw.iiqi forne ipat^ers^ but pleaded thp 
'.: .:. ... ■ Unpraftir 
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ifttpra&lcabUity of obtaining fuch knowledge as 
might have prevented feveral difappointments. They 
were obliged to depend on the fagacity and judgment 
of thofe whom they trufted. Their correfpondents 
' were at an immenfe diftance, and liable to be miflaken 
themfelves in the opinions which they ,formed of 
men and their defigns. They had taken all pofEble 
pains to proceed upon fure grounds^ and had duly 
weighed every meafure that had been enforced.—- 
But it would be unjuft to inake them anfwerable for 
failures, that were occafioned by events totally un- 
forefeen and unexpected by the Ihrewdeft perfons 
upon the fpot : to fuch alone muft be attributed the 
general want of fuccefs in the plans propofed and 
purfued in the courfe of the prefent year. 

There were two remarkable inftances of this kind.; 
the one was the total alteration of circumftances ia 
the Province of New York ; the other was the in>- 
plicit acquiefcence^of the Southern Colonies in the 
views and arrangements of the Northern. Thefc, 
wer^ events that accelerated with irrefiftible rapi- 
dity the revolution of affairs throughout the whole 
continent, and equally furprized the miniftry, who, 
from their intelligence, were well founded in ap- 
prehending, no fuch unhappy turn. 
. But it was the part of men at the- head of nations j 
to view thefe viciffitudes with coolnefs and refolu- 
tion. :Jt would argue debility of mind to be terri*- 
^ed-by fuch pccurrences from the profecution of a 
plan that was neqeffary to be adojpted at all events, 
and. ill. the .carrying pn of which people myft be 
weajc indeed to in^ggini^ that all would be fmooth 
^nd eafy. The pla^ fupppfed a variety of impedi- 
ments, aj>d had accordingly made fuitable prepara* 
rions to encouQtef jJxem, But in a trial of this fort^ 
inankind, .after, hoping and providing for the beft, 
Qvghtinot .to be aftonilhed were the whole projeft to 
te dgfeftfe^f .gyjct^. wajpftcf^ thf fm pf .the beft con- 
.4^.-^.- ' ■ ^ Parted 
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«rtcd and the moft judicious ; but this was no valid 
objection to the undertaking of them, when they 
were authorifed byjuftice and propriety. 

After a long and warm debate, the motion for 
m addrefs fimilar to that of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, was carried by feventy-fix votes againft 
thirty-three. 

A proteft was drawn up againft it, and figned by 
nineteen Peers; in which they condemned, with 
the'utmoft freedom and afperity, the war commen- 
ced againft America. They cenfurcd. With equal 
feverity, the employ infg of foreign troops, and va- 
rious other parts of the minifterial conduft. 

In the mean time,as none of the meafurcs adopted 
l>y adminift ration gave more umbrage than this em- 
ployment of foreign troops, oppofition determined 
to bring it before Parliament in the moft folemn and 
ferious manner. 

A motion was accordingly made in the Houfe of 
Lords, declaring that to take fuch a ftep, without 
the previous confent of Parliament, was dangerous 
and unconftitutional, as being clearly againft law. By 
venturing on fuch a meafure, miniftry had given 
the conftitution a wound, which unlefs cured with 
all fpeed, would become mortal. Though the in-r 
t^ntion might be innocent, the example would be 
fatal. It was by gradual fteps that all mifchief pro« 
ceeded ; and this ought to be arretted in its firft en- 
trance into this kingdom, if we meant to give it an 
cfFeftual expulfion. The fubjeft was of no lefs im* 
portance than that of America itfelf. This exten* 
five part of the Britilh empire being probably loft 
for ever, men' lhould> in times fo pregnant with , 
danger to liberty, be vigilant in prefervmg the re^ » 
mainderfree. It was our freedom that we chiefly 
valued ourfelves upon ; but foreigners, few of whom 
enjoyed it in their own country, knew not hew to 
appraife its worth, and would therefore feel no re- 
I morff 
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moVfe in depriving us of it, were we fo imprudent a$ 
to put ourfelves into their power. Were it allow- 
able to introduce foreign ^forces into the kingdom^ 
a door would be thrown open, through which they 
might foon enter in fufEcient numbers to occafioti 
univerfal alarm* 

Adminiftration denied, on the other hand, that 
this meafure offended either the .fpirit or the letter 
of the Bill of Rights, the great palladium of Eiig- 
lifli liberty fince the Revolution. This bill forbad 
the introdudion of a military force into the king- 
dom during peace ; but the tinies certainly were 
not peaceable ; and they were not to be brought into 
the realm. Did the meaning of that bill extend even 
to its dependencies, ftijl, in the prefent cafe, the 
meafure was highly juftifiable, as the intention was 
evidently to qiiell a rebellion. 

The competency of the Crown to levy and main- 
Jaun troops during war, in any part of its dominions, 
had never been difputed. The Bill of Rights made 
fio fpedfication of Engliih or foreigners in this mat- 
ter.^ Thefe had, at various times, at, and fince the 
Revolution, been brought into the realm for its 
defence. Thefe too were times peculiarly marked 
by the warmth of the people at large for the pre- 
iervation of their liberties ; and yet this Hep had 
been taken without the formal confent of rarliai- 
ment. In the prefent inftance, neceifity ftrong^y 
pleaded for it, and rendered it by no means a matter 
of choice. 

Oppofition replied, that the formality of obtain- 
ing the confent of Parliament was the more requi- 
fite, as^ times of war are attended with peculiar 
danger, and peoplei ihould be more upon their 
guard at thafe> than at any other feafons. It bad 
generally happened in hioft countries, that publii: 
freedotn bad been invaded and loft by armies that 
^d b^eo ^\kd to Droted; tlie (late from foreign 
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enemies. -Europe had been enflaved in.this manner^ 
Taught by thefe precedents, and by the imminent 
ilanger this nation had experienced in the reigns o£ 
the two laft Stuarts, it was the duty of the guar- 
dians of this kingdom to prevent its being involved 
in the common deftiny or fo many others, by enfor- 
cing that bill, which was framed in confequence 
of 'thefe dangers. 

. The fpirit of this bill extended to every part of 
the Britiih dominions. What fafety could there be 
to the liberty of England, if troops furrounded it 
t>n every fide, ready at a moment's warning to be 
wafted over ? Neither was the diftindlion of na- 
tive and foreign troops a matter of indifference.— 
'Was it reafonable to think, that Englifhmen had 
not 'a greater regard for their countrymen than 
ilrangers could be fuppofed to entertain ? Would it 
-not therefore bean enterprize of greater difficulty 
to opprefs this country through means of the natives, 
than through that of foreigners ? 

Foreign troops had never been introduced into 
the realm without the approbation of Parlia- 
ment. The Heilians who came during the rebel- 
lion in the late King-s reign, and thofe who were ' • 
here in the late war, ' were called in under that fane- 
•tion; the firft time by an addrefs from bothHoufes 
to the Crown; thefecond, in virtue of a treaty ap- 
proved in Parliament. 

" Thejealoufy of the nation refpefting thd admit- 
tance of foreign troops, was a circumfltance well 
icnown, and duly attended to by all who valued its 
regard. During the triumphant adminiftration of 
the Earl of Chatham, notwithftanding the conftant 
^nd numerous levies of men made, at home, and the 
toeceffity.of finding recruits £ot the many branches 
of fervicc, during that glosrious ;and extcnfivewar, 
yet fo cautious was he of giving the leaft opening 
ibr animadverfion, that. before be would venture 130 
• ' . raift 
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raife a regiinent of Germans to be ftationed Jn Ame** 
rica, he carefully procured an aft of Parliament fop 
that pufpofe. In the arrangement of this matter, 
fuch deference was Ihown to received ideas, that 
only one third part of the officers were foreigners, 
and the common men were all Proteftants : thef 
were toferve in America only, and the higheft 
commiffioned officer to be a Lieutenant Colonel* 
This. was a . fpecimen of vigilance and cautioufnef* 
in tranfadions of this kind, which miniftcrs ought 
never to forget. 

Even fo lately as the -year fixty-eight, upon tho 
Iriih Eftablilhmeilt being augmented from twelve tQ 
fifteen thoufand men, the Crown, though in con-* 
juncftion with the- Iriih Parliament, did not think 
proper to carry that meafure into execution, with- 
out the formal concurrence of that of Great Bri- 
tain. 

So jealous were the Englifh in this particular^-, 
that the very Prince to whom they owed the revo- 
lution, notwithftanding all his great and heroic qua*? 
lities, cbiild not obtain their confent to permit one 
iingle regiment of foreigners to remain in this couii*. 
try. They infifted^ againft his repeated entreaties 
for their ftay, that he Ihould diimifs his favourite 
cor^s of Dutch guards, the companions of his many) 
wars, and of his expedition into England, to refcue 
it from arbitrary po^er. Tl>ofe who refufed him 
a requeft feemingly fo reafonable, and which no» 
Prince could have detpanded with better grace,, 
knew the confequence of fuch a precedent, and had- 
the firmnefs not to grant it. i 

Such were the principal arguments in the Houfe 
of Lords, for and againft the legality of introduc-. 
ing foreign forces into the kingddm or its dependcn-i 
ciesi without confent of Parliament. As an a£k of in- 
demnity would have been a recognizance of its illega?! 
lity,.it was ftudiouily warded oIt, as t^ell asjthe ma< 
if .. tion 
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tion itfelf ; which' was defeated by the prcfvidirfT 
queftion. This was carried by a majority of feventy- 
five to thirty-two. 

In the Houfe of Commons, the debates on thii 
important fubjeft were no lefs warm and elabo- 
rate, and corififted of much the fame reafonings* 
A motion was mad6 to the like purpofe as in the 
Houfe of Lords ; but it was loft in a fimilar manner ; 
eighty-one voted for, and two hundred and three 
ifcgainft it. 

In this manner was a queftion, of which the 
ttiagnitude is equal to that of any other fundamen- 
tal point in the conftitution, put off to future deci- 
fion. While it was in agitation, an incomparable 
ftiajority of the public agreed in the opinion adopt-* 
ed by the members in the oppofition. However 
they might differ concerning the meafures proper 
to be adopted refpefting America, they cordially 
united with them in reprobating die admiffibn of 
foreign troops into the kingdom, or its dependen- 
cies, without exprefs affent of Parliament. 

In the midft of thefe, and fome other debates of 
alike nature, miniftry was employing its attentioa 
opon the meafures that were to be profecuted in 
America. The informations coming from that 
quarter, reprefented the ftrength of the Americans 
as increafing daily, and the determination of the 
people to be univerfally fixed on the moft obftinate 
defence. Their preparations were carried on with 
unremitting ardour, both by fea and land ; and they 
made no doubt of being able, in the courfe of 
the next year, to moleft the Britifh trade in fuch 
a manner^ as would very ferioufly affed the mer- 
cantile intereft. They had begun, at the fame time^ 
to form connexions with foreign countries and na- 
tions; and hoped, in a fliort time, to place thi» 
new correfpondence on fuch a footing, as to draw 
igrom them all thofe fupplies from which they were 

now 
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HOW debarred by the interruption of their trade wick 
Britain, , 

. As the defigns of the Americans were no fecret, 
it was propofed by the Admiralty, in a Committee 
of Supply, that the naval eftablilhment of bailors 
and marines, for the enfuing year, Ihouid be a\^ 
fnented to twenty-eight thoufand men, and the nunw 
ber of fhips of war on the American ftation ihouid 
amount to eighty. The land forces were to confift 
of twenty-five thoufand of the feledeft troops in the 
fervice. 

Thefe formidable preparations CfiUed up the at- 
tention of feveral of the principal members in the 
oppofition. In order, if it were ftiU poffible, t4 
render the operations of war unneceffary, it, was 
propofed to enlarge and facilitate the means of re- 
conciliation. To this purpofe a motion was made 
by one o^ them, for an addrefs to the King, that 
the commiffioners appointed to adt in America, fof 
the purpofes held out in the fpeech, fliould be au- 
thorifed to receive proposals for conciliation, from 
any General Convention, Congrefs, or other col- 
leftive body, that Ihouid be found to convey thd 
fentimaits^of oneor more of the Continental Co- 
lonies, fufpending all inquiry into the legal or ille^ 
gal forms, under which fuch Colonies might be dif- 
pofed to treat. A condefcendence of this nature 
was reprefented as an inducement to the Americatvs 
to enter into treaty, and to make conceilionon their 
part. This might prevent the eifufion of blood 
which was otherwife fo near at hand, and would, 
in all likelihood, lead to an accommodation that 
would reconcile the honour and permanent interell 
of Great Britain with the rcquifitions of the Co- 
lonies; 

It was urged in fupport of this motion, that the 
Englifli hiftory furnifhed variety of precedents in 
favour of fuch a condefcenfion from the Crown, 

Kings 
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Icings had often treated with conventions of the 
people affembled without any of the legal forms.# 
They were too wife not to know, that fubftantial 
power fupercedes all formalities, and that when the; 
public feels its own ftrength, it is prudent to^ aq-* 
knowledge it.. The nation had more than, once in 
this, confcioufnefs of its power, difpofed of the 
Crown itfelf; and Kings, by receiving it at their 
hands, had acknowledged their right to beftow it 
in this manner: To.go no further back,, the r.evo- 
lution wa^ a confpicuous illuftration of what had 
been affcrted.l It was a popular conventiojii that 
placed the CroWn of this kingdom on. the headS;Of 
William* and Mary. 

. The inference from the many precedents of thisi 
kind,, that .might be quoted from the biftories of.all 
nations,, was, that neither King nor Parliament ^ 
would iuffer any degradation, by treating^ with the 
conventions popularly chofen in America, whatever 
denomination they aflfumed, or by whatever methods 
they were elefted. The neccffity of the times ^ was 
the ilrongeft of all reafons of flate ; and it militated 
fo, powerfully at prefent for fuch condefccndance^ 
that nothing. oould exceed the raihnefs x>{ infilling 
on a regular, courfe of proceeding, in the midO: of fo 
violent a. fermentation as that which, involved, the 
whole Britifh empire-. The moft powerful Princet 
had yielded to the preffure of circumftances. . . The 
proudeft monarch in his day,. Lewis the Fourteenth^ 
fubmitted to the mortification of fignmg i treaty 
with his rebellious fubjeAs in the Cevcnnes; Th^ie 
refolute mountaineers, though but a handful, main* 
tained their ground with fuch invincible courage 
and condudl, thajt. two of .the beft generals in. Eu*' 
rope were not able to fubdue them : thefe were 
Marlhals Berwick and Villars, who, after .many 
fruitlefs endeavours to overcome them, werecooir 
pdled at laft to enter uita a. negotiation witkthek: 
_i ' principal 
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ptntic^pal leader^ a npon of k>w eztra^ttj, but of 
uiiicon.4!^ei;dl](le fpirit, ftfi^LaBUkies (u^ieDt tp, cnir^ 
g^ag&.tbb. Frendi mimilxytto grantlikaaivi hi»pm 
rea£9Aahlc terms, fooxier than coatimse to 6^ hataflea^ 
by^n^intferaal eneniy. " ' 

£ixafpplQa,of this fort;^ abundanceofwliichlcoiilkl 
be ^d^ i^ould induqe people to relax of theur SxiSt 
ngjitsi fo^ tkaa expoie tbemCelves to niiiw 
^Ui&,QQU(;)r c(mfifted in. accommodating oaefelf to 
exigjpppies,. and difficulties were often made iaSac^ 
mc^uble tErough. want o£ frliaAcy^ 

ifut^e^jfem the ttsies ftuftraied this ab^^ 

temj^V A jaclfi^^ it wasikid^ was highly det; 
^a^^f; but a line was now drawn,, beybad whick 
^Q^jni^^ bad decreed not to advance. The 
Congreis knew this determination, and had adopt* 
cd Cine fioulat* Were the motion tO' be carried, ic 
would! amount to an acknowledgment of the Coa-, 

gc{^ being a legal affemhly,, which, was at pre- 
it: one: of the chief* points in debate. Sucb a 
t^ndefqenfionr would eftabliih the validity of all that'^ 
body'k proceedings^ and indine people to decide 
the ifhcdf (;onteflin its favour : the juitice and po*. 
Ijtics o£ Gtfi^tSritdn: would be equally arraignm ; 
aiKlfurthe;:;<:once^ns would of courfe oe eipe&ed*' 
It VK>ukl be more prudent, therefore, to feek fome 
method, lei$ liable, to fuch weighty obje&ions. 
Time and circumfpedion might produce one pre* 
fjprable to the pre&nt, which, was of a nature that 
\F0uld admit pt being poftponed, tiU all others ha4 
licen«ttied. 

This, peremptory refufal highly exai|)erated op- 
{K)fition. It was ftrongly urged, that circumr 
ftaojces djbd not correfpond with fo mucjhi inflexibi- 
lity. NpJtwithftanding the vaunts of mtniftry , the 
iprmidable army that was to conquer America, £u^^ 
filled yet but. in contemplation. Fifty-five tbo^« 
£ind hieacompoied theeftabliibmeft(ot the enfuii^ 
^ Vojt. 11. No. 9. G ^ y^i 
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ytar J tut they Were chiefly drawn up upott ptj^er -^ 
j^ardfy any of the corps to be raifcd, ha4 attameJ 
their due complement. The minifterial arratngc-^' 
iticnts did not ^grce with th^ hatiotia:! d^lpofition;! 
n^o. means had been left untried to remedy tMi de-* 
fcft ; but it was radical, and admittedof none but 
ar total change of temper and htciinatton in the tnflk 
of the people. It was in vam'(h;tt bounties had been. 
ratfed, and the ufual ftandard' lowered^ in order to 
facilitate the levies. Men ^ould not come iii upon 
any enecrqragement. Neither Proteftants nor 'Ca- 
tholics could be prevailed iipon to enliftifor'the 
American fervice ; and the recruiting officers de-.* 
cSarpd, that they had never before met witii^ fa' 
mtoy mortifications in this branch of military Titili-? 
nefe. . ^ . ^r.y ) 

- It was now become t general obfervati6n,'^t*at* 
the lower claffes had conceived ^ abfolvtte aytVfe-' 
ncfs to thd American war* Upon former ocdafibhs [ 
they would croud into thefervtce, and the enliHrng^ 
parties had their chbice of fit and able men;'lwtl 
liow evert the commoneH individuals wotHd e^pof-^ 
ttflate upon the iniquity Of flledding the blpoa of; 
their fellow fubjefts in America^ ** Were it to 
fight againft the French or Spaniards/' to nfp their; 
owrt words, *^ men enough would be found ; but' 
ic is hird to take away the lives of our own cotttttif^[ 
men/' " . 

.The minifterial fide replied to thefe pbjeftJons,'^ 
by obfervlng^ that the backwardnefs aljuded to' 
proceeded from natural and obvious cauies;;fuch 
as thef more eligible fituations in fife of the common 
p'cople in this country, which led them to llrght the - 
niilitary profefKon. It was alfo an unanfwerable probf 
of the flourilhirig ftate of the trade and manufec-' 
ttires throughout the kingdom Thus, notwithftan'd^ 
iflg it occafioned a deficiency of hands for military 
jiurpofes, it argued an internal ftrength and prol** 

i- : - perky 
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^i^tty bf mvicli more importance, as it ihewed the 
tibillty of this nation td fupport the expences of any 
Var ; which was a more deflrable circtimftance than 
^hat affluence of voluntee)r» fo much boafted, and 
Which often prttved no moili than a flatknefs in bu* 
lEhers> and want of occupation. 

A fibtmet ftriAuire on tke condud of mmlftry wa4 
.Ifehewed Upon this OccaficJn. An army of twenty- 
five thbtifand iheii had been announced to the pub-, 
lie, as the .force intended to be employed againft 
America ; but this was teprefented as wholly inade- 
quate to the purpofe of fubduing it. The Colonifts 
^ere not in the cafe of a foreign nation, whofe in- 
dependence and fovereignty ha:d long been acknow* 
ledged,. and with whom war is waged merely to ob«* 
tain a favourable fettlement of fome points in litiga- 
lion.. They were a people whom we called our fub- 
jedts, and whofe obedience to us we Were determined 
to compafs by force of artos. They, on the othe* 
hand, acknowledged only a conditional fubje£tion i 
and were as refblute in maintaining their determi- 
nation^ as We were in afTerting ours. The ftrife waS 
therefore for abfolute dominion over them ; a fpecies' 
of government, rather than fubmit to which, they 
had refolyed to undergo any diftrefs and extremity; 
Aftuated by this refolution, the whole continent 
had in a manner taken up arnis. Whoever wai 
fit fioir a fbldier, was become one. This, rendered 
their military force extremely numerous, as all oc- 
cupation! were fufpended for the proiecution o^ 
-^l^rar, which was now the fole idea that employed 
their attention* ' 

Ihfuch critical circumftances, decifive mcafurel 
Were indifpenfibXe. Nothing Ihould be done hf 
halves ;'lt was by afting in this inefFeftual, impru* 
dent manner, that the laft Campaign had proved fo 
Unfiiccefsful. A repetition of this ill fuccefs Would^ » 
fteceffirily follow the fame conduft that pr9duce4 
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^qp^nts ipf thcV piQCCCdings f )3j,it .Qpfj^r^, h^r 
pver Vfavp ap4 ^cxp^'^epf;^^^ ppul^ npt C^e^ 
the cpyffe of n?turaJ.Qawf«i If fh? b«ii(p» wim 
their command were no^ pf iu^ckat ^€|p}gth^ ^4f^ 
P0UI4 tipt pcrforijf thp foryjf^? pptrHiB*4 te; t^eif 
c^cm¥)n, Tl^if pwn i^^dl jjrpjjld Iipof ^ u|^ Mi# 
yajpur pt their men fifuitlpfs, ^nd f)^ ^WftPX W 
tjie natioq would b.e tijfpwi? iway. 

Such w?s the opiniou pf foxw Pf tl»)?. ^^ offipflf 
pi the Brlt^ iery ice j i?>en ly ^ o hs^d lcv>g 9^6 p^ 
of adtoiniftr?Jtipii, auf4 vhp 4i4 not ftiirfqr^plp ^ 
declare tl^eir opipioij m tfei? mp^ W%i* tf^Mt 
Septimep.t»pf tnis ]^ad^ exprefied. wiii^j^ ffjl^rir^ 
tipn, PWjght to h^^yp due wpiglit 9t: fh? prqfcm jCbif 
foo, yvhen the coiftip^ffioflfi <4 ^y fw^tljfii: ?aiM?i|ffif 
if tjif? Iprt^ n^igl^t ipyfllvif pin^ «i»irf ^?^ \j^ AjlVt 
ficao iqptttip^t in ifretriey^bk jjcrptcjifty^ 

^V^ar ai^d pacificatipn d^d j^otm ^Hp pff feiit p^ 
ment agree* We jhould m^e ^, depffiye ij^\^fi( 
one, ai^ pwfue that on|jrv Jh* intgrtPffipce ^ c^ 
other ^ybjuld defe^ \U \^y whish «^C?p5i. wi^^^f 
would )>ie carrBei^ o» ip a pjp uer p3»f>^er, ijf \y^ W^ thij 
meafure embraced, let ip w waged wit^ prw4epcjf 
9$ well asV'uii fpirit; 1^^ fppha JFofc^ bf^ &nt ^ 
Voyld, by its formi4ayeneif3, afcei^^in fucpc^, ?in4 
crufH sit pi|ce all refiflancp. No treaty^ ncf i^ij^ulfi? 
tions ihoijkl eirter into fwph a fyftefi^. $ubmji(5pi^ 
fliould be coiT>n>anded, and t^e terpif prp{Qj^ht4^ 
witl^put f^fFering a negotiation pa be ji^ntipn^^ 

If, on the contrary, peace is the c^je^ pifcipqfpd 
. aftd reaUy 4efired, fufj^pind aU t^efe formida$|p gna 
cxpenfivp preparations; declare, in the plaindl^;^ 
inoft intelligible term?, the conditions on wM^lf 
you are willing to be re(:onciled : let this dec^n&r 
lp#n be Kf ^vocable ; an^ t|ien yf^t »n a^ ceptaaceoc 

* - 4ebia4j 
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tfmlitf, W&r^ yotsr vliSMec dttlSMi, iklti to prot 
i)()fetf ftf* hdSaitteyy or to difarm'. 

Bat flfii propofej wa* oppofcd as" too pdremptbfy* 
The Mte By feii and hxid deilmted tor American 
^Htaid ISft Mly adtqtfAfe' to KbM 6u< at once both 
war and ctfiWifiiaticm. Whth the Colottifts behild 
ftfteffWbrd yttotc haAd^ atkl'tlie moft friendly ptof* 
|(jJri w tB!* other ; ^Hth they faw the' terrible trial 
tfAiy t6u^ midis^^o^ sAlcfrelfeifi^d on the e<|uStableU 
t!it»df tiki ^fafeSidi ni^de By this Coutttiy, felf- 
|»«fe*vatiOtt, »d their oi*tt clear ititereff, wouW 
tffeWfif d^» jHl fthtittierit* 6f inveteiracy, and influx 
iiieeth^iAit tfo rfefufe vrtiat they muft petceivfe 
thef ifMM stt laflf be g«stf not to have detlidd ft 
«rft. 

' Taxi Mea of ar ddrttfCiteflf of America, w4r fey no 
ttmM chttiSicd. Tkisr inclilided «a chain of Cala- 
mitoxti cttttftqlienefcs', wfticfh it i^s the fincere de» 
ilteof tdaxiilS^ ro atbid The itttent of Britain 
tbtlld tent be* to ruin di'e* GoIbHiHis, buV to reclaith 
ihctA from' tl^ir dbflSnacy; This- indeed was fo m« 
flb:db{e^ th^ liothihg flkbtt of coercion could efiedt 
i*. For thill reafon. eveiy preparation had been 
rtiadc that Wa>$ neceflary t<5 ftfike terror ; but if this 
^tfrasf Aot ptttAiced^, and force muff be ufed, ftfll it 
'^nfd' be carried no farther thatt' was abf<dutely rd* 
<jti}fftc; jtetf every bloiJir tjillt' was ftrtick would be 
accompdrfietfvrith offers of reconciliation. 
• feanfwerto^thcfe ideis, it Wa^ ^^ged, that re- 
tOndlfatiOhiW^s well undbiHoOd^ tlo be at an' im'« 
* menfe diftswce J and that when it came, it Would' ar- 
Vive; iH ail OfObabUky, orfthfe point of the fword. 
'He tHat hatf the iongdt^ Vyt>uld didate the terms 
C!f pattifieatidnin* America, It Was in vain to flatter 
^urf&lv^ the Atii^icansr Woulii ftjbmit tto the defii^ef 
Of K-itkihat th'e prefbnti they were flulhed with 
't!6(C' fortOnattKCcidents of lift campaign, and did not 
G 3 look 
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look upon the Britifli troops with any*dread.« ^ 
would be a deed of neceffity to convince them br 
experience of their fuperiority^ otherwife they wqula 
remain as refractory as ever, and their prefuibp<^ 
tiou would never permit them to fubfcribe to wy 
treaty of which they were not the framers. 

Matters were now brought to a crifis of decifion s 
the buiinefs was begun, and it would be no lefs dii^ 
graceful than imprudent to put it off, Britain was 
in the fituation of a warrior, who having buckled 
on his armour, and girded on his fwordj^ ihoul4 
keiitate to draw it. Sugh a fiate of fuJTpence would 
embolden the Americans ; it would incre^fe theit 
^ardour, and th^ir endeavours to be prepared to meejt 
us in the field. ^ 

; The concluding reply to thefe animadverfions 
was, that a conftitutional dependence was the only 
demand of Great Britain upon her Cplonies; that 
ihe had taken up arms to enforce this, a(id lueant 
to ufe them for no other purpofe, Whil? flie pre- 
tended to no more, the Colonies havmgi^o motives oif 
4£i90^|p fuch claims, would not oppofe (hem with 
ifutih Jiccifivcnefs and violence, as they would moljk 
cekainly an avowal tp reduce them to the conditibp 
4ef a conquered people. It was much wifer, th^r?« 
.fore, to hold upconuaijtly to their view, an invitatioa 
to be regonciled, upon fuch conditions as would pre** 
ferve all their rights UQtouched, than to rulh at 
.once into extrenuties, and profeis a determinatioi) 
to give thcpi 1:^0 opportunity gf (tipulating fqr 
themfejves, 

As conciliatory terpis Jiad been propofed^ t^efe 
^Qu|d l)e adhered %o ; apd the Aipericans kno^yipgo^ 
what they had to depend, would have neither mptivp 
to inducp thpm, or pretepce tp plead fpr plunging 
thcmfelves into further difficulties, in prder to avoi^ 
ihf refentmentpf an unnaer?!/ ul c6nq\iej:or^ ^s Britain 
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iftfiftaimed t)iis title, and afted in no other light thui 
that of an acknowledged fuperior demanding his 
lawful due^ the feelings of the Americans wotdd 
iiot be infulted in the manner they muft be, were 
the iiaughry threatn and fu^iercttious airs of a def* 
f)Otic oppreflbr to be affumed : thefe indeed would 
not only render them defperate; but juftify their 
refiftance, both of which it was equally the dutf 
9Bd'the defite of miniftry to prevent* 
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CHAP. XVIIL .. I; 

tftdn/iSms rnGtrai Britaiit rdoHng t9iAmetktm> 

DURmG thefis ParHame»earr tnuifaakiH^ 
the laft petition from Congrefs having lam 
dormant awhile^ though far from being fom>tten, 
fraa at length brought into notice and difcumon^ - 

It had been tranfiently mentioned feveral tim6» 
tn-debate, and reprefented by oppofition as a ground 
of conciliation, on which Great Britain and Ai;nc« 
. rica might have met to their mutual advantage.*-^ 
Miniftry underwent, of courfe, fevere reproaches 
for having negle&ed this, and other applications of 
the like nature. 

A copy of the petition having however been laid 
before the Houfe of Lords, it was moved by a no* 
bleman in the oppofition, that Mr. Penn, whahad 
brought it from America, Ihould be examined at 
the bar of the Houfe. A variety of reafons were al- 
ledged for this motion. He was a gentleman of 
great rank and fortune, and had been Governor of 
Pennfylvania, now become the centre, as it were, 
of American fovereignty and politics. He was 
perfonally acquainted with moft of the members of 
Congrefs. As he had long refided in the city where 
they affembled and held their deliberations, his fta- 
. tion, family connedions, and perfonal charafter^ 
opened to him fuch avenues to the moft ufeful and 
authentic information, as few other individuals 
could command. It was not doubted, therefore, 
but that much important intelligence would be 
obtained through his means, cfpecially concerning 
^the temper and iAclinations of the peoj>le, a ftjbjed: 
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lin^had been liable to many contradiAory repre^ 
femations. As he wai at the fame time a man of 
lu;dtnowledged difcermnent, a juft dependence mieht 
be placed on his report ; and pofleffing fo eztenfiv^ 
ft J>ropcrt7 in America, he could npt be fufpeded 
m partiality to the caufe of independency, the 
eAabltfiiment of which wonld probably affed: tht 
fortune of his family ; and, at all events, deprive it 
of the great powers and prerogatives with which it 
liad been ib long invefted. 

. It appeared frmn this gentleman's ttftimony, that 
che charge of aiminfi; at independency, fo pontivelf 
-imputed to Congreis, was ill founded. The mem<^ 
bers of that AfTembly had been fairly eledcd, and 
vera men of charader and abilities ; they had a^^ 
ixmformably to the fenfe of their donfticuencs ; tht 
Cdonies had the higheft confidence in their inte* 
«ity^ and were entirely governed by their deci* 
fions« The determination to refift Great Britain was 
unanimous, as well as the perfuafion that they were 
fully able to defend themfelves againft any aggrefibf. 
: 'The population of Pennfylvania was fo muchin* 
<:reafed>of late years,* that it now afforded a militia of. 
fixty thoufand men. No lefs than twenty thoufand 
ofthefehad enrolled themfelves to ferve without 

eiy, and had armed and embodied themfelves he- 
re his departure* This body of volunteers in* 
rluddd the moft reputable people in the Provinci^ 
ftnd confifted chiefty of individuals poflbffed of proi^ 
Mtty. . They, had, in imitation of the Colony irf* 
.. Maffiiohufet, inftituted a body of minute-mcA, 
amounting to five thoufand. They had, in grea;t; 
tbundance, materials for iron caimoa ; they bad aU 
f«ady cftft bsrafs ordnance at Philadelphia ; and fst* 
bricated fmall-arms in great plenty and perfedion* 
' Nocwithftanding the unfavourable receprion of 
tbeir^nvnier pcdtioits, Congrefs hdd formed the 
HMft iifipcfu|.ex|ic^)Msof tbut wbic]at>e brought 

over. 
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over. So fahguine was the public idea«f^ii:s.6eiii|^ 
fuccefsfuly that it had been ftiled the olive branchy 
»nd his friends had complimented him upon his 
l>eing the bearer. 

He was, however, very apprehenfive, that the 
dtfappointment they would feel on receiving inteU 
ligence of its triratment in England, would be pro* 
dudive of the moft fatal effedls. When they found 
that conciliatory meafures had been laid afide here, 
and that coercion was refolved upon, they would 
teibme their ideas of refiftance, and give over all 
thoughts of reconciliation* In this cafe, he doubt<» 
cd not they would form connexions with foreign 
powers. 

He reprcfentcd the inclinations of the Americans 
•s peaceable and friendly in the fincered degrect^ 
provided thofe claims were allowed th^m on which 
they had fo uniformly infifted. They bore the 
higheft reipeft to Congrefs, but were not the lefs 
deiirous of reconciliation with Great Britain. Con<p> 
grefs itfelf had determined to throw no bars in the 
way to pacification, and t^ fubmit to all the former 
regulations enad:ed previous to the prefent difturb^ 
ances. 

' So truly were the Americans fatisfied with their 
fu^rdinate condition, that they commemorjtted 
annyajly the day whereon tranquility was reftored 
to their cpuntry, and harmony between Great 
Britain and An^erica, by the repeal of the fiamp 
B&P Had not th<^e a£ts taken place fince that ^ 
period, which were fo obilbxious^.and gavetheni 
{o much olQS^n^e/all .pail diflentions would have . 
been buried in oblivion,' and the fame cor4islity 
and att^hiDteiit .t;o t:hi$ country would have fub^ 
fiifted as heretofore, 

'. In confcquencc of this examination, it was nioved,\ 
that the peiStidn. from^ the Continental Congrefs 
to the&ii^, .was ground 6^ a conciliatioQ 6t;th« 

whappjf 
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linliappy differences fubfifiting between Great 
Britain and America. The necef&ty of an inuuedir 
ate cefTation of this fatal difpute was ftated in varii* 
ous points of view; the blood that would be flied'ui 
^mtticiy the diitrefs that would enfue in Qresit 
Britain, and the advantages that would accrue t9 
iour enemies, were enlarged upon with great energ}", 
. After reprefenting the innumerabie difEgulticfi 
Ithat mull attend the carrying on of a war oa thf 
^American- contintot, the uncertainty of fuccefs, on 
the one hand, and the certainty of the expence and 
Ipfs of men on the other, the lupporters of thismOf 
tipn adverted to the numberleis advantages chat 
Would immediately follow from the reftoration .of 
peace and. mutual amity. They congratulated* the 
public on the aufpicious opportunity afforded 
oy the petition, of removing at once every neceijit/' 
of recurring to odious meafures to enforce th^ 
imt hority of the ftate. . Fortune feemed willing 
%p Tooth, as it were, the national pride of this couiif 
jtry, by inclining the Colonifts to lay an humble pcf 
tition at its feet, imploring it to grant them peacp 
;md friendihip^ Great Britain might now, without 
derogating froni its dignity, conient to treat witl^ 
Ameri(:a. . , • 

The queftioQ to be decided between Gre^t JBritato 
;and An^erica was now become very fimple and clear* 
-r-What did Britain claim ?-^What would America 

frant ? What could the former in juftice demand^ 
utthe faqie fuperintending and fovereign powei? 
which ihe had always e^^ercifed, and which had 
P9ver been denied her, in the regulation of the qomj^ 
merce, and of the external concerns of America > 
Provided the Colonies were placed on the fame footl- 
ing in thofe refpefts, oil which they ftood at th^ 
ConcJulipQ of the laft war, they would chearfuUy 
{return to their union with Great Britain, and to th? 
^e 4e|>eRdefx?e t|^ey had alwap prQfefledf 
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' . Jxi this light the pdif toft opwrfd the wiaM ^^{itif 
to Tccortciliatiofi^ Its Very expreffiorii bf <;*tltitf the 
\vartneft defire of rcnewtitg arf former sfctticbrii^irtfe 
ffhc Cotemfts- pa^ticukrly declared, that thejr de^ 

,llred n6cotkCtSion tor be mad^ derogatcfrjr t6 tfl<! h(^ 
Jftour of th6 parent ftite. They be&t^ght the Kii^ 
to recall his troops, by which they itieattt no tttore 
than a fufpcttfidn of arms. The only prefimincary 
tequcfted by then! ^as to repeal thofe aas th^t iMW 
teppreflcd them, which were thofe by Which tft^f 

yfttt deprived of theif charters-, their fifiierieJ^, iflq 

•^reif trade. , 

■ A repeal of the ofatio^tdn^ p^ts of th^ regpf a tfeat > 
Ihade refpeftJng Amcxrca, fince the year fety-dwee,. 
the period at Which they fixed the comm-exicemttft of 
iflieh- grievances, would be ijo left conducive tdthc^ 

. Intereft of Britain, thatt CdniHIent with jufffce, a^d 
trtth the wiftes of the Amftican^i. 

Wheii they beheld that benevolence reftpred ft> 
them which they had been tried to exfiterience tii 
li^pier times, and a fincere readinefs to ealfe thcifl 
of every borthenr of which they h'ad fo, long cbm*- 
platncd, they, would repay this country with every 
toilcdiSon it could realbnably defitc. The fitH! Htp 
was to meet them on the ground propofed by their 
'jpetitron. This would fmootheti at once the path ta 
^n entire ^reconciliation, by convincing thtm* thaft 
we were no lef5 eafneff than themfelVe?r, in our en-, 
deavoursstoreftore mtitnal pea^ce and amity. 

It w^a anfw'cred, on the other fide, that it waf 
titterly incompatible wkh the right of fovereignty ta 
•receive the petition on which the prefcnt nptipn. 
was grounded, Tiat very receptioii Would be a rew 
linquilbment of fuch claim, To treat with' an* l\\t\ 
gal affembly of xtitxij avowing and j^lHfjrin.g' theft* 
rdiftance, would te to acknowtedge, not only vir- 
•tually, btit formally, that they were the pYOptfr dirf-. 
putics ofrrhe* ptt)j)Je- o^ whom • they aifamtd di:"* ^-. 

,prefentat^on« 
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tti^y pony not riiee; jp ,^Y qth^f .fos;i?^ 4iaa t^ 
prefcribed by the conftitution. ,. . . y 

, : ?iVf trf>,? r^^litjr w;s|^jf. tl^gt whatever thekpretences 
9|jig'^t^, jj^ l^e^^yVjiur. w^s the reverfe of phe^ 
diience and . .Ibjrj^lty^ ; , '^^ acknowledging t]i^ 
i\f^l^.fym in the Britiih le- 

^^at^f^ ;thi?y qgintf:?rf^e4 it in the mpft effe(3:uall 
WJ^ tH^WfJ^n^^ft ^y declaring againft thp 



0trk^ ylienevqr It oppofed their fadligms, 



^ ,,Th^y f^f^^;p adroit the decUratory 
>£^.% .<jU4f]l^B^ and eftablifliuig 

9pi^ti|;9j£^4w rejeded, i^ Aort, ^ve-. 

xy f^^x^tiQuV^^ and yet infifted on their 

acknowledging th!e}pgji^^ q^ 

Gr^Brit^ifV Wim W*s. iiw^h ^ ijqM'^r bijit? an 
?^fqnt4at)j9 i^ej^djng of th<j'.^ri;iih gQv^W?^ 

i4^.W^ij^3^r2:^ pKy^ff^\Q^xp (oipe memhera o| 
^ Hjqwl^ th^,,tj^'^!,r^Bmifent;ed the,,pptition as % 
b^e stt^m^t .tQ im jfljf^ If pp^ t;he K.iqg ai>d ParUa'* 
ment. C^v^ri^g rft? »''i?!^^5? wi?:!^ fpecipifs prpteft^^ 
tipj}^ ^9^ l^y^Uy o?l. ^lip pn? han4, t^e CongiH^iV 
iad^ 'fjn the. ^ther^ . fi^^^ it^ ^ppeatls to the Brin 
tii^.a^ Iriih nat^^n \ylth maHciou$ and f^lfeixi)^ 
Mi^afion? afi^ii\ft t^ie government pf this country* 
T^l^;^,lp.;^de4 the B^rjiament with ah\jfe, denied i^ 
IftWful autjiority, ajiidn;ianifeftly ftrpve tp fow dif?^ 
^JWioji in both kinff^^s, and tp involve them ir^ 
ifPLcipfgffajl bloodfheq,. by inviting the people t;af 
'ijnife i^ ffppuiing th^ c^m^^s, ^d i^ r^fifti^g thij 
^uttcpty^o 

W\u^ ipcxf, whodCe. behaviour wa^^ fo iniidipusj 
it WAS imprudent to hold a friendly communication.. 
J^.^ tney h;|4 ^I^^4 W P^^^ ^^ traitors, they ought 
Iff be^ treat;?<l ^^ Wi^ » ^^ ^^^^ weaknefs in, the cx;-v 
^cvyf to iiiffcmbU the refentment wh.ich qpul^ npj 

' r ' ' fail 
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fiff beingj excited by fuch odjdiiy proceisdingJ, itha 
#hich called for chaftfie&ient tvithout fSrtW 

• After a long andvidcht debate, tnp inotion'iri 
favour of the ffetitioH wait ^t laft rejfeaei}, If^ a di^ 

MHiUe this cOtiteft emjilojred the ' UWer ttbufc; 
Ai« LdWef wa/f' filled with no fdy'Sftercanon ib con-* 
ft^iteilde oF.riie demands fbrthte fjjmlidi on dc- 
^tttint of tltV American ^in . The laiid-taif va?^ 
fov^r to be raifed to fpur Ihillinto in the; pjnirid.^ 
This atigmtiitation occaflbh?!* tn^^ cbvintry; gentle-* 
flirti' to turn' their attention to 'a* objeft that con- 
(Icrned them ip a more particulioc manner than any' 
ither denomination of liibjcfts/ 
• .They had fu|>ported the coerdvemeafures agaihfl^ 
the Colonies, in conftaht Wpeflkatidn thata, reve-* 
nue would arife froni thence, to. le^ei\ the weight? 
M'the heavy burthens with which this country was 
foaded* Aftuatfed by this hope, thcy Were willfcgf 
to advance moiley while they had a profpeft of being; 
relieved from exactions in ftiturc, by the contribu* 
ttohs which were to be drawn from America; ; 

*^ It was therefore with fio fmall furprize and con-* 
tern, that they obferVed, by the language of mi** 
jiiniftry, that the idea of taxation Was In a rlijinner 
abandoned as inexpedient, or Imprafticable* They' 
declared, in confequence, that if th^t eflcntJial ob-. 
jedt was relinquilhed, they Ihould alfo recede from 
fheir intention of granting money for the prbfecu- 
ti6n of a coiiteft/ from which no fubftantial benefits^" 
Vereto be derived ; and which was attended with aa' 
expence,which nothing but the well-founded expec-J* 
t^tion of large pecuniary emolurfients.tocome cduld, 
encourage them to fupport. UnleTs, therefbfe/fiicli 
were the niatives in view, they could not, iconfift-^ 
ciitly with the public intereft, confent to the increafc 

of the land tax. r.. .** i 

Thefe"^ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



' X A t B \* A lt« #11* 

? Tkefe diicbhtoits of the landed geittleinetf were^ 
St fetious alatm to miniftry. The only method of 
pacifying them> was ifolemn affurance that the iit- 
teiitibh of dbtainJtfg^i revenue from America had 
iievcf1be|cil dropped/ Whatever language might 
havecbet^n held on this fuhjed, no more was meant, 
tlian that in times of fo much trouble and confufion, 
it-was notadyiieable to ihix than with other caufet 
of diflentiDii' and darhour in the Colonies ; but 
though abandoned for the prefent^ the idea fully, 
fubfiftedih profped. 

^ The difpute with America was become more fe* 
rtous, and of more importance than it was originally/ 
The fuiifemicy of the parent ftatie was ik>w called; 
in queftion : until tins great objeCtwaii ascertained, - 
aH otheir tdnfiderations muft remain unfettled ; but 
as.fbon as this was happily terminated, the buiinefti' 
dF taxation fhould be regularly refumed, as a mea« 
fiire which could not be difpenfed with, and without 
which the fettlement of the claims of this country 
would be deficient and incomplete. 
"^fThis explanatory anfwer having tranqnilifed the 
miiids of the country gentlemen, the land tax wa# 
fixed at four (hillings in the pound, by a majority- . 
of one hundred and eighty-two againft forty-feven. 
The rapidity with which miniftry carried ail the 
mcaftiresitpropofed, did not, however, difcourage 
cppofition frOmi making' another efibrt to bring 
about an accommodation between Great Britain and 
its Colonics. The -faihe gentleman who, during^ 
the f^fiions of the preceding year, had fo vigoroufly,- 
though ineffe&ually, introduced a conciliatory pro- 
pofal, refolvcd again to make a fimilar attempt: 
' The mdtion to this purpofe was prefaced by a pe* 
tition from the principal cloathing towns in the' 
<!ouhty of Wilts. The intent of the petition^ ^as* 
to counteraft another, which had been procured- 
for a contradidk)ry purpoie, and to pr^'^e*t/*iivth6 
*-' peti* 
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siKiff fxom fuch mifreprefej^iFttioj^ h^\t% iCQi?v^xqi to^ 

ftikmn mamier, the miiis^ pfauvil war||,a|;»4j€a^; 
treated the fioufe to ^cjopjt ^cK s;i^un;s,, up^hjC^ 
rpftore the aff<5<]iwwte{iawrw«?fe b^lw?fltvJ?^Wi 
ai)4 tha Coloqiifs. . 

c^^rted himfelf op thii ofiQ^^ WuJ^ t^irfwl^iiv^ 
gpnuity and; f Joqw^iicc ; ^ ,l^t no argmjje>»t ua*T 
employed^ of which the fubjeit WQQ^d ^dmif^, ' ^ 

J tte t#p^j|f«a^, with, :^^)i, 'force ojE toi^gMagc^* 
tl^« violent, t^wjper af th«.t^im»% a«id tJ>e,iis|uit^Qq% 
cff waot of ^ .sMid patf^iQtiJ(b» ^ivhich t^5Hi?.i9/n* 
lay un4€yfji ;Wh^ recQcnftW¥lp4( Iwity^^^wJl^pde^; 
'iw^wed tfl arve.rt, by peaaci^WQ ipeafute;?^ thp i;uuipiK> 
«;onfcquCJa»c^of W.opp^UCijooduft^ . .; 

. ThrcQ differ^r^t plajisi, he j^bferyed^^ w^xc J^ow. i^ 
O0nteinpiat.ioi> far tcrouna^iqg the pf eiip^t, . di/Uw** 
^Ge$. yhe ^itft was^ waiT ^ coaqweft.; tUe iev 
cood, war accompauifid with, ty^aty j t;b€, tbir4|^ 
^acQ a[iidi:f:onceffion. He, esfamiwd <bi5 0i^an3 ^y 
V^hich the wgf wap to bfi wwd on iu.Aperi^a tAe. 
Aeo^t camp^i^y ancl reprf femed th^m ^s initdeq^v^e: 
tptbeeod prpppfed. |ie reprobated the idea of, 
having re^ciOail^ toplui>fip!r,and d^folation^ ija ordei* 
t<^ compel the f aeiwy t^. (ubjnit. Th\^ h.e faid„ 
would irritate,, but never <;pftq[)J^r : it woit^d pjo- 
duce hatred a^d wnofity ,; . but never h.ad>; ^jOr ever 
cmdd induce a people to. become fw)>j^ft^ tO. 
tftjiother. 

;fic aflerted,. tlut, there w^j, no probability of fuo^ 
cefs 10 the v%riou$ arrangewei^^ts that were p^opofed-, 
They had receiv.edthe f^oftion of no prop^f awtbcK 
©iiy : no jniiijtary or naval o^cer had ^v^n W opir 
iliop in their favour ; and feveral of tho moft eoai* 
iieiMfio b(pth dcpa,rtp[icnts, had difapproved of then^ 
-4^ Q» W^W^ of miUtai:y cxpericQce WQuld vom^h 6m 

tbi 
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^e fufficfeficy af the force, none of thofe who 
were commldioned to furnilh it with fupplies, 
would anfwer for its fubfifteace from the moment 
at left the fea coaft. This woiUd effedually preveijt 
its operations. 

He next adverted to the nuxture of war and 
4:reaty ; and condemned it as tending to fruitless de- 
Jays, and produfiive of nothing certain and conclu- 
five. It were nugatory to fend out pardons to peo- 
ple who had neither applied for, nor would accept 
of them. Did miniftry imagine that nothing was 
wainting but an amnefty to refl:ore peace in Americk ? 

He reprobated, with great feverity, the difcre- 
tionary power vefted in Commiflioners, of grantii^ 
general, or particular pardons, in fuch manner, and 
tofuch perfonsonly, .as they ftiould think proper, 
without any diredrion for their government, on the 
<nie hand, or conditions fpecified as neceffary to be 
^pbferved on the other. 

After reprefenting the preceding fyftemsas ineffi* 
cacious, he brought forwards the plan he had fram- 
ed upon this occasion ; and which was founded upon 
the idea of conceflion previous to treaty : he in- 
frfted upon the immediate neceflity of making con- 
jCeflions: the fooner they were made, the better 
grace would accompany them. Such a meafurc 
.Would obviate the tedioufnefs incident to trea- 
jties, would be more confiftent with the dignity of 
Parliament, and conciliate the Colonies much 
fooner than concefiions ariiing from ftipulations. 

The firft object in view, ought to be to regain 
the confidence of the Colonifts, which had been ut- 
terly loft by the condudt obferved towards them 
during the laft ten years. Parliamentary interpo- 
^tion could alone reftore it, by becoming fecurity 
for government, and fettling matters on a conftitu- 
|:ional foundation. 
Ypt. IL No. 9. H The 
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The right of taxation having occafioned the prc^ 
fent difpute, it was a concern to be adjufted prevl- 
oufly to all others. In order to have a clear percep-^ 
tion of the true relation, which the Britilh Parlia- 
ment bore to the Colonies, he obferved that it ought 
to be confidered not as the reprefentative, but as 
the fovereign of America. In thia. light taxation 
was no part of fovereignty ; but ought to be exer- 
cifed folely by the authority of thofe who are to be 
taxed, in the fame manner as the people of Eng- 
land authorife their reprefentatives in Parliament. 

He preffed, in the moft urgent manner, the ne- 
ceffity of relinquifhing entirely the claim of taxa- 
tion ; which, indeed, was no longer tenable in the 
circumftances this country bad been placed by the 
injudiciouftiefs of people in power. There was no 
tdiflionour, however, in any fort of fettlement of do- 
meftic quarrels. Englifhmen fhould not ftand upon 
punftilios among f hemfelves ; and would incur left 
difgrace by yielding an hundred points to each 
other, in order to procure a termination of their 
inteftine feuds, than by giving up a fingle point to 
a foreign enemy. But unlefs due conceffions were 
made in time to our people in the Colonies, of our 
own accord, there was much danger that wc lhoul4 
jnake them at laft through compulfion. 

The bill he had framed for the purpofe of conci- 
liation, was upon the model of the famous ftatute 
made in the thirty rfifth year of Edward the Firft,^ 
by which the Crown renounced the taxing of the 
iubjed: without confent of Parliament, He fhowed 
the refemblanc^ of the difputes between king and 
people about taxation at that time, to thofe' that 
fubfifted at prefent between the Britifh Parliament 
and the Colonies, ^he claims of the Crown then, 
were the fame as thofe of Parliament now, and the 
pomplaints remedied by that ftatute, fimilar to 
'- thof? 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



L A T fi W A R. 115 

tfiofe which the prefent bill was intaided to re-' 
move. 

Here, therefore, was a precedent of the higheft 
authority, to guide men in the labyrinth wherein 
they were fo unhappily involved. The Crown had 
been, antecedently to that ftatute, in the pradlicc 
of levying money upon the people, by its fole au- 
thority ; and vindicated it by the fame reafons now 
alledged by Parliament in fupport of the like claim 
over America. The King, it was then argued, be- 
ing charged with the protedtion of the realm, muft 
of courfe be provided with the means requifite for 
that purpofe ; and it would be inconfiftent to com«- 
mit' the firft to his care, without trufting him alfo 
with the fecond. ypon this ground the right of 
taxation was maintaihed as inherent in the Crown. 
But with all thefe claims and reafonings on his fide, 
this power of taxing was explicitly and folemnly 
given up by as great and wife a monarch as ever 
iat on the Englilh throne. 

It was very remarkable that this ftatute contained 
nothing tending in any wife to afFedt the royal pre- 
rogative in other matters. The prefervation of its 
other branches was owing, probably, to the furren- 
der of this obnoxious one. The bill in queftion 
was perfeiftly conformable to the fpirit of that fta* 
tute. Great Britain flood in the place of the crown ; 
Amerif:a in that of the fubjedt. The circumftances 
attending the relation in both inftanc^s, were fuffi- 
cientl^ alike to juftify his making the one a prece- 
dent for the other in the cafe of taxation. 

He then enumerated the particulars of the^ bill ; 
which were a renunciation of the exercife of taxa- 
tion, without entering into the queftion of right. 
A refervation of the power of levying duties for the 
regulation of commerce ; but the money fo raifed 
was to be at the difpofal of the General Aflembly in 
whofe diftridt it was levied. It empowered thd 
H Z Crown 
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Crown to call a General Meeting, or Congref$ of the 
Colonies, whenever it was judged expedient.. The 
a€ls of which were to be binding ^pon alK The 
duties laid on them in the year fixty-feven, with 
the late coercive and penal laws,, were to be repealed* 
An aft of amnefty was to pafs on their laying down 
their arms within a certain time. AH revemje m 
future was to confift of free gifts, as in England. 

The objeftions to this bill were, that it gave too 
much away from Great Britain, and yet too littlj* to 
fatisfy the Colonies. Their claims included not 
only the refcinding of the declaratory ad, and the 
, others paffed fince the year fixty -three, but all the 
revenue laws made from the time when the a& of 
Trade was paffed, to the prefent period. They ob- 
jefted to ail regulations for the exprefs purple of 
revenue ; but the bill extended no further b^ck 
than the year fixty-fevett. To coincide fully with 
the demands of America, it ought to have reached 
as far as the feventy-fecond year of the laft century* 
Neither did the bill give them relief in the cafe of 
Admiralty Courts, of which they fo much com* 
plained j and which, though altered in fome of their 
forms, were as old as the aft of Navigation iffelf, 
The bill, in order to be complete, ihould fatisfy 
them in that, and in all other matters which they 
confidered as grievances. 

The bill did not beftow liberally enough with 
one hand, and lavifhed too much with the other, 
by giving up rights which had never been quef^ 
tioned until the prefent conteft. It affigned the du-t 
n:ies to be collefted for the regulation of commerce, 
to the difpofal of the refpeftive Affemblies, as if 
levied by their authority ; this was, in a manner, 
acknowledging that Parliament had improperly in- 
terfered in difpofing of their revenue, and was % 
virtual repeal of every ftqttute for its difpofal^^ mad^^ 
fince the aft of Trade^ 
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It was infifted upon, at the fame time, that as a 
plan of accommodation had been marked out ii> thi^ 
fpeecb from the Throne^ it would be difrefpedful 
to the Crown, and tend to diminilh the confidence 
of Parliament in theminiftry that advifed that plsin^ 
to prefer another to it, unlefs it were laid afide by 
the lame authority that framed or recommended it* 

Befidcs the foregoing arguments, others were alfo 
alledged, to prove that all endeavours of reconci- 
liation were fruitlefs in the prefent temper of the 
Americans. Coercion ^one was the medium^ 
whereby any ufeful' purpofe could be efFcdled* 
The repeated propofals iti order to bring about a re* 
•ftoration of peace and amity between Great Britain 
and the Colonifts, had only hardened thefe, and in- 
creafed their audacity^ While they faw us perpe- 
tually buficd in devifing fchemes of this nature, 
they would moll certainly conclude that we were 
confcious of more internal debility than miniftry 
were willing to own, and that unlefs this were the 
cafe, lb proud and haughty a people would not be 
£o ready to ftoop to fo much condefcenfion* 

No debate had for a long time been fupported 
with greater energy and vigour* Both jiarties dif- 
piayed on this occaiion uncommon eloquence and 
abilities : it did not terminate till four in the morn- 
ing; when the previous queftion being put, the 
motion way negatived by a majority of two hundred 
and ten, to one hundred* and- five* 

Some days after the rejedion of this famous bill^ 
ancKber was brought into Parliament, prohibiting 
all intercourfe with the Thirteen United Colonies* 
All American property, at fea, or in harbour, was 
declared lawful pri:£e to the officers and companies 
<rf the King's vefi^els* It empowered the Crown to 
appoint commiffioners^ with authority to grant 
pardons to individuals, to inquire into general 
and particular grievances, to determine whether 
H J part 
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part or the whole of a Colony were returned to tliat 
ftate of obedience which entitled them to the King's 
protedtion, and to take off the reftridlions of the 
bill, as they thought proper. 
. A bill of this kind, roufed immediately the ut- 
moft fury of oppofition. Were thefe, it was aiked, 
the terms of reconciliation held out to the Colonies^ 
as an inducement to return to their allegiance ? Such 
a bill was a radical deftrudlion of all hopes of ac- 
commodation. Britain and America muft now pre- 
pare for abfolute conqueft, or total independency. 
We had renounced all government over them, but 
that of the fword ; and they muft now feek protec- 
tion from our rage, under the fhelter of fome fo- 
reign power. Their merchant fliips would now be 
converted into privateers ; the feas would fwarm 
with them ; and our trade-in all parts, efpecially in 
the Weft Indies, would become expofed to their 
depredations. 

Offers of pardon, and of being reftored to free- 
ilom of trade, were made to a people who fcorned 
the one, and had determined to lofe the other, ra- 
ther than fubmit to the injun(%ions laid upon them. 
But miniftry ftiould not imagine that the ports of 
America would remain Ihut ; they would be thrown 
open to all nations ; all ftates and potentates would 
be invited to eftablifh an intercourfe with them : — ' 
And would none accept the invitation? Did mini- 
ftry flatter itfelf, that of fo many ill-wiihers to Bri- 
tain,, none would bcftir themfelves on this occafion ? 
No man th^t was not guilty of wilful ignorance, 
could harbc^ur a moment's doubt, that this bill 
would prove a fignal to all the enemies of Grreat 
Britain, to unite their councils and their arms for 
the furtherance of that ruin into which flie was now 
precipitating herfelf, equally to their fetisfadion 
and amazement. 

In 
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In fupport of this bill it was alledged, that it had 
iiot altered the nature of things. America was al- 
ready at war with Great Britain, and refolved to 
profecute it by fea, as well as by land, in the fame 
manner as ourfelves* We were compelled by the 
ciircumftances of diftance and fituation, to carry on 
the war on both elements* Were the Americans 
left the liberty of . navigation, they would be fup- 
plied with thofe means of defence which it was our 
intention to intercept, by making capture of theit 
veffels. The more vigorous and exteniive our ope- 
rations, the fooner hoftilities would be at an end. — • 
Miftaken lenity would only lengthen the duration 
of war, and prevent us from improving thofe oppor-* 
tunities of fuccefs, which would naturally arife from 
embracing every poffible means of diftreffing the 
enemy. 

The bill was neceffarily fevere; otherwife it 
would not anfwer the point propofed, which was 
coercion. But its efFe<3:s would not be felt by fuch 
as chofe to avoid them* Whoever fubmitted, was 
that inflant delivered from all apprehenfions on that 
account. Obedience, or chaftifement^ were now- 
placed before . the Americans for their choice.— 
Every Colony, and every. individual on the conti- 
nent was invited to peace and reconciliation. All 
that was. requefted, was an acknowledgment of thd 
fovereignty of Great Britain, and a proportionable 
contribution towards the common exigencies of the 
empire. Let this be granted, and we became theik* 
friends and prdtedlors. 

Great apprehenfions were pretended for our plan* 
ters in the Weft Indies, and our merchants trading 
thither ; but they had little reality, and were prin- 
cipally held out to excite x:om plaints againft go- 
vernment, and to reprefent miniftry as guilty of 
imprudence and mal-adminiftration. Was it any 
ways probable> that America, notorioufly deficient 
H 4 » 
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itt fo many efiential refources, withom a navy, of 
a fingle Ihip of any confiderable force, her coaft» 
and ports at the comoiand of our fleets, could face 
the power of Britain at fea ? Were we wanting ik 
ihips to defend our trade and poffcffions in the Weft 
Indies from the attacks of America ? 

Foreign Priaces and nations were brought inta 
the lift of thofe apprehensions that were enteruined 
on our account : but the fituation of fuch as were 
moft to be guarded againft^ would probably lead 
them to look wkh no gracious eye on the condud: 
ef our people in America. They too had Colo- 
nies, and would not, from motives of the cleareft 
kitereft, rejmce at the revolt of ours. Precedents 
of this kind were long known to be contagious ; ie 
was not therefore from thofe powers wc had male^ 
volent intentions to apprehend. 

The eftablifhment of an independent empire m 
America, was, on many accounts, an objed of fe* 
pious contemplation ta all the European ftates that 
had pofTeflions in that part of the worlds How izt 
the c^KAfequences of fuch a revolution might eictend^ 
was a great queftion among politicians*^ To fay 
Rothirig o( the pernicious example d£ fuch a defec- 
tion from the parent ftate, the people newly ei?icr- 
ged from dependency, would, in aU probability, not 
remain fatisfied with their new condition^ They 
would,' with all that enthufiafm^ whiclr always ac-- 
companies fpefli acquired iiberty, endeavour to ex** 
tend their power- This would render them very 
dangerous neighbours^ and oblige all people fitua* 
ted on their borders,, either to harmonife with theiF 
defigns, or to oppofe them with force*- If the firft 
ef thefe happened,: it would be hard to tell whei« 
this complying difpofition would end^ In aU- like^^ 
tehood, the communication of their freedom would' 
gain them numbers of partifans, and they would be 
joined by fi*ck multitudes, that nocbingbut a power- 
ful 
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ful oppofition would put a flop to their encroach^ 
ments. This beiug the cafe, was it not incumbent 
on thofe who forefaw the probability of thefe evenrs, 
to obviate them by the only effeftual niethod that 
offered, which was to difcourage the rebellion 
broke out in the Colonies belonging to Great Bri- 
' tain, and by no means to moleft that power while 
employed in its fuppreflion. 

Oppofition having complained, that in its pre- 
£ent form, the bill was an irreconcileable mixture 
of war and conciliation : it was anfwercd, that there 
^ould be no contradiftion in holding out threats of 
war, and offers of peace. It was the ufual ftile 
among all powers at variance j they were alterila^ 
tives indifpenfibly connected in fuch cafes^ Had 
nothing been denounced but hoftilities, then indeed 
a fair opening would have been given to condemn 
the minifterial plan ; but as the proffer of peace ac- 
companied the denunciation of war, the laws of Tio* 
Hour and of humanity had been equally obferved, 
and the bill was unimpeachable in that refpeft. 

The claufe for veiling the property of the feizurcs 
in the officers and ihips companies, of the navy> 
was combated by oppofition no le£s flrenuoufly. — " 
Such a meafure, it was faid, would be highly dif- 
graceful to the gentlemen in that line of public ier* 
vice. It tended to diveft them of all fentiments of 
JKmour^ and to fill their miijds with no other ideas 
but thofe of fpoil and plunder. Such \tiotives were 
otily fit for pirates^ and fhould be carefully pre- 
vented from influencing our naval officers.- An al- 
Jurcment of this kind, while it corrupted- the prin- 
ciples even of the fuperior claffes of the navy, would 
convert the pomnion men into the mo&: unfcel*- 
iflg robbers. When once they had beeft autho*^ 
rifcd and ufed to ftrip withoput remorle their coun^ 
trymen and fellow-fubjedtsy they would lofc that 
cagern6£» zgaiix^ a^'foreign cacm^ which' had hV 
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therto been their peculiar chara<fteriftic, and whicli 
alone fliould be tolerated in men of fo daring a dif- 
pofition. They would become habituated to ra- 
pine and to theft, and exercife it indifcriminately 
on all that came in their way. The extinttion of 
national pride, and patriotic ardour againft the foes 
of England, would be the fure confequence of fuch 
a regulation* When people have once accuftomed 
themfelves to be chiefly guided by fordid views, 
they quickly forget all others, and are intent upon 
nothing that does not come recommended in the 
fliape of lucre. 

Another objeft of condemnation from the fame 
qiiarter, was the extraordinary power lodged in the 
difcretionary management of the commiflioners. — * 
It was reprefented to be of fuch a nature, as could 
not, confiftent with the fpirit of a free government, 
be trufted to any fubjefts. The conftitution of this 
country invefted the fovereign with it occafionally, 
but his minifters were refponlibie for his exercife of 
it. Without .the fandion of any precedent for fo 
uncommon a deviation from the due forms of law, 
this bill conferred on the cdmmiffioners a degree of 
power which was refufed to the Crown itfelf. 

In the courfe of the various arguments and me- 
thods of reafoning employed againft this celebrated 
bill, no few farcafms were thrown out againft it* — • 
Among others, it was obferved by one of its ftaunch-* 
eft oppofers, that the guardian genius of America 
Jiad this day prefided with full influence in the midft 
of the Britifti councils. He had infpired the mea- 
fures that had been refolved upon by thofe who di- 
rected the affairs of this country. They were evi-^ 
dently calculated to anfwer all the purpofes which 
the moft violent Americans, and their moft zealous 
^adherents could propofe, by inducing the people in 
'our Colonies to unite in the moft inflexible deter* 
•mination to caft off* all dependence on this govern* 

I ment. 
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ment, and to eftabliih a free and independent ftate 
of their own. He therefore moved that the title of 
the bill Ihould ,be altered, and worded in fuch a 
manner as Ihould exprefs its real intent and mean- 
ing ; in which cafe he was of opinion, it Ihould be 
ftiled a bill for carrying more effectually into exe- 
cution the refolves of Congrefs. 

After a long and vehement altercation, .the mo* 
tion for the bill was carried, by one hundred and 
ninety-two votes, againft fixty-four. 

In the Houfeof Lords, the oppofition to this bill 
was no lefs keen and fevere. Every part of it was 
adverted to with great ftrength and freedom of ar- 
gument and examination. It was reprobated as nei- 
ther equitable, expedient, or politic. It ranked the 
Americans among foreign nations, by the hoftile de- 
clarations it contained againft the people and pro- 
perty of that country. It drew a line of feparatioa 
between Great Britain and its Colonies, and led the 
way to that difmemberment of the empire which 
people had fo long apprehended would be the final 
jffue of this fatal difpute. The immenfe ocean that 
lay between the continent of America and the ihores 
of Britain, w^ould now fix at laft the boundaries of 
both ftates ; and there would henceforth be two na- 
tions of Englilhmen, the European, and the Ame- 
rican. 

Thefe were events at which pofterity would be 
ftruck with amazement, when they reflefted on the 
obftinacy of thofe who brought them about, and 
the facility with which they might have been pre- 
vented. This bill completed the meafure of that 
.feverity which refufed to liften to the reprefenta- 
tipns of a people, who perfifted, in fpite of ill 
treatment, to call themfelves the fubjefts of Great 
.Britain ; and who implored its clemency to fufpend 
the fword lifted to ftrike them, till one. more hear- 
ing had been granted them. It was a bill fraihed in 
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the hour of fat^Iky to Britain. It created a new 
country and a new nation ; it planted them in that 
trail region where once ftood the one half of the Bri* 
f ifli empire ; it gave them new inclinations ^nd new 
interefts ; it taught them to look upon what re- 
mained of that empire, as their moft dangerous and 
inveterate foe, and to league themfelves with all iu 
enemies. 

Among the various claufes of thb bill, none wail 
treated with fo much acrimony as that by which 
the people belonging to the American veffels, when 
captured, were indil'criminately compelled, without 
dittin<Sion of perfons, to ferve as common failors 
in the Britifh fhips of war. It was defcribed as an 
unpardonable excefs of feverity. Such a compul- 
fion upon prifoncrs, was unprecedented in any cafe 
x)f war, or even of rebellion, among civilized 
nations. 

The minifterial anfwer to thefe, and a multipli- 
city of other charges, was, that the treafonable de- 
figns and proceedings of the Americans were a fuf*^ 
ficient vindication for the contents of this bill. 
Their own intentions were no lefs inimical towards 
this country, and they were at this hour deviling, 
with equal eagernefs, at leaft, in what manner they 
-could moft effeftually diftrefs this nation, without 
fuflfering themfelves to be arretted by any ideas of 
the calamities our people would endure in c(Mife- 
quence of their meafures. The war was^ now be- 
come an offenfive one on both fides ; and nothing 
would betmy more weaknefs and imbecility on our 
part, than to refrain from taking advantage of our 
enemy, who certainly had Ihown an equal difpo^ 
&ion to improve all fuch as lay within his reach. 

It was with great propriety that the bill vefted in 
the peopte of the navy, the captures they Ihould 
make upon the Americans. It would induce that 
brave and ufeful body ©f meny to exert themieives. 

with 
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^vith all poflible aftivity ; and would contribute to 
annoy the enemy more efficacioufly than -any other 
expedient. 

There was more appearance than reality in the 
hardihip fo much complained of, the cgmpeHing 
>^merican failors to ferve on board our men of war. 
Was it not much lefs rigorous than to confine them 
in prifon ? They would not fare worfe than our owa 
feamen ; they would be rated on the fliip*s bpoks, 
gmd receive the fame pay and emoluments as the 
others ; many of whom were preffed in the fcrvicc 
full as much againft their inclinations. 

It was an eafy matter to aggravate evils by ela- 
borate defcriptions ; but allowing that we were at 
the eve of much mifchief, Britain had, with un- 
daunted fpirit, fubmitted, at various epochas, to 
great diftreffes in fupport of her intereft and repu- 
tation. True it was, we were engaged in a civil 
confliA with a people who were a part of ourfelves ; 
, but did we mean fuddenly to come to a retraftation 
pf all that we had done, or determined to do upon 
this occafion ? If fo, we might fearch the record? 
jof all nations without finding a precedent. But if 
we flill perfifted iii a regular purfuit, of what thp 
conftitutional wifdom and authority of the beft go- 
vernment upon earth, had, after the mod free an4 
mature deliberation agreed uj)on, we fliould, once 
for all, lay afide thefe idle difcuffions about thing! 
the nature of which could not be altered, and which 
only ferved to embroil us, and to prevent that union 
of fenfe and fpirit, which would enable us to fee 
the folly of being divided amongft ourfelves, in 
favour of thofe who were clofely united againft us j 
ftnd to fummon that immenfe ftock of ftrength an4 
courage,, which, if properly diredred, and afting 
with unanimity and fidelity, would triumph over 
fnuch more formidal^le eftismies than thofe we had 
BOW to eocQUntef^ 

In 
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In the courfe of this famous debate, it was ob^ 
ferved by a great law lord, that the queftion of ori-r 
ginal right or wrong, was not fo much to be attend^ 
ed to, as the indifpenfible necefEty of felf-defence : 
we were now engaged in a war, and muft exert oiir- 
felves to profecute it with fuccefs. The criticalnefs 
of our circumftances compelled us to fight. The 
laconic fpeech, which a Scotch General in the army 
of Guftavus Adolphus made to his foldiers on the 
point of battle, was precifely applicable to our fitu- 
ation. Pointing to the enemy, " See you thofe 
men," faid he j " kill them, my lads, or they will 
kill you/' 

After a conteftation that lafted till midnight, and 
was fupported with remarkable vigour on both fides, 
the motion for the commitment of this bill was car^ 
ried by a divifion of feventy-eight to nineteen. 

It was followed by a proteft of unufual length, 
iand great energy, wherein it underwent a fcvere 
fcrutiny. A minute invefligation was made of 
every obnoxipus part, and no cenfures were fpared 
.pf which it was thought deferving. 

Notwithflanding the difcouragemcnt which was 
neceflfarily produced by thefe continual and prodi- 
gious majorities in favour of minifterial meafures, 
and the conftant rejection of every propofal of a 
conciliatory tendency, the fame gentleman who fol- 
lowed Mr. Burke laft fefEpn in making an effort of 
this kind, renewed his attempt in the prefent as he 
had done. 

The plan of accommodation now propofed by 
Mr. Hartley, did not much differ from his former, 
?ind was framed on the fame principle. He was of 
opinion, thatthd fentiments of Adminiftration, and 
thofe of the Congrefs were not fo widely diftant as 
was imagined. The former feeming to relax con- 
fidcrably in the article of taxation, and the latter 
^pknowledging the fuperintepdency of Parliament. 

The 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



LATE WAR. * - 12^ 

The principal parts of his plan, were a fufpen- 
fion of hoftilities ; an injtindtion to the Colonies to 
eftablilh a trial by jury in criminal cafes, in favour 
of their flaves. On their compliance with this, as 
a teft of their obedience, all the obnoxius laws re- 
lating to them fince the year fixty-three, were to be 
repealed, and an aft of general indemnity was to 
pafs. After this reftoration of tranquility, letters 
of requifition fliould, as heretofore, be fent to the 
different Colonies, for the fupplies neceffary fcM* 
their government and defence. 

An anfwer was given to this propofal, by whicH 
it was intimated that all others would be equally 
fruitlefs. Motions of this kind, it was faid, had 
been frequently made, and the fubjed: of them fuf- 
ficiently debated. But until the meafures propofed 
from the Throne, had undergone a trial, it would 
be improper to admit of any others. Thefe mo- 
tions did not correfpond with the fenfe of a great 
majority of the Houfe. There was no certainty 
that if they were accepted on our part, the Ame- 
ricans would be alfo inclined to accede to theni^ 
Sovereignty and taxation went hand in hand ; and 
it ouffht not to be fuppofed, that while this coun- 
try' claimed the firft, it could confiftently relinquilh 
the laft. 

While this .conciliatory motion was rcjefted ia 
fo decifive a manner, a favourable reception was 
given to a petition from the Colony of Nova Scotia, 
prefented in confequence of the minifters concilia- 
tory propofition during the laft feffion. It was in- 
tended by thofe who had promoted it, to ferve as 
a precedent for the other Colonies. It came fepa- 
Vately from one, which was the mode recommended 
by miHiiftry : it propofed to raife a revenue in the 
Colony, under the direftion of Parliament. The 
amount would not have been confiderable ; but it 
would have eftablilhed the right. The petition 
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was therefore received by adminiftration, and a day 
appointed to take it into confideration. 

The method of granting a revenue propofed by 
this Colony^ was to pay a certain fixed fum in the 
Jiundred on the importation of foreign goods. By 
this regulation the revenue would always bear a due 
proportion to the wealth and*confumption of the 
Colony • The rate of this duty was to be afcertained 
by Parliament, and to remain unalterably fixed: 
the only regulation to be allowed in fubfequence, 
was to make the duty correfpond with the compa^- 
rative v^lue of money at the time- the rates were 
fettled. 

Oppofiiion contended, that the former .revenue, 
which w^s to qeafe on the prefent taking place, was 
much fuperior to it. That no Province had coft 
more to government, nor had produced lefs thaa 
J^ova Scotia^ A diminution of the duties it paid, 
ought, therefore, by no means to be fuffered. That 
jhe offering of a revenue on the minifterial plan 
from fo inconfiderable a Colony, was hardly worth 
Parliamentary notice, as it might very juftly be fuf- 
pefted to proceed from the influence of its military 
government, 

Mi-niftry replied, that the fmallnefs of the fum to 
be raifed was not to be confidered as an obje&ion* 
Jt was to be proportioned to the abilities of the Pro- 
vince, and would increafe together with them,— - 
That an augmentation on the fame principle in the 
other Colopies., would foon be produftive of a con* 
Sderable revenue : that the example given by this 
3Proyince was aii objed: of great moment, and 
pu'ght to be duly encouraged ; that the accepting 
of a moderate income from this Colony, woulcf 
convince the others that we did not mean to load 
them with heavy burthens. 

For thefe reafons, a poundage duty of eight io 
the hvifidred, w^Si agreed tg be laid on all articles 
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tliat were not the produce of the Britifli dominions^ 
either in Europe, or in America, and to be at the 
difpofal of Parliament. On the formal fcttlcment 
of this matter, all other taxes and duties were to 
ceafe in that Colony, fuch only excepted as regu^ 
lated coffimerce; the produce of which was to be 
carried to the accdunt of the Province^ 

In confequence of this compliance with the con* 
ciliatory propofal, an admittance into this colony 
was permitted of fome foreign goods direftly from 
the place of their growth* This was done with tht 
view of engaging the other Colonies to accede to 
this propofal. from a profped of the enlargement 
of their trade. Other arrangements were alfo in 
contemplation, to bring this bufinefs toftability and 
perfedion, as great hopes were formed it would 
prove a model of future taxation, and an incitement 
to obedience, by the benefits with which it w« ac- 
companied* 

Had this tranfadtion not happened fo late, it is 
toot improbable that it would have efFeftually con» 
tributed to a pacification^ by leading the way to 
conformity with the plan propofed by miniftry* It 
was thought by impartial people to be highly be- 
neficial to the Colonies^ and yet that it would, in 
due timcj yield abundantly to the parent ftate.— » 
But the fpirit of difcontent and diflention was grown 
fo ftrong, that no Confideratiofts whatever Weire able 
to refift iu After beftowiiig much toil and atten- 
tion upon this fubjedt, the Variety of others that 
arofe daily, very different from thi^ one, and tend- 
ing dl to defeat the arrangements^ it had produced j 
«nd the difficulties of every denomination that were 
now preffiijg inCeffantly upon the miniftry, put ati 
(entire eind to this fchepie, and to all further expec* 
tation^of bringing fqrward any other of the fame 
tendency/ 

Vol. IL No» 10. % Buc 
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But even, this compliance of Nova Scotia witS 
the deiires of miniftry, was attended with circum-t 
ftances which plainly indicated, the people of that 
Colony were not free from that difpofition to com- 
pteio, which charafterifed the whole continent.— 
The petition they had prefented, contained a nu* 
merous lift of grievances, of which they intreated 
the redrefs with no lefs earneftnefs, though not fo 
much warmth of expreffion as marked the remon- 
ftrances from the other Colonies. A compliance 
with the requefts of this petition was implied as a 
condition of that obedience which was expeftedT 
from them in the prefcnt inftance, and feemed to b^ 
eonfidcred by them as neceflary to infure a perma-^ 
nent connexion, ahd to retain the afFedions of the 
people, which, it was iniinuated, depended on this 
proof of readinefs in Parliament to oblige them.— 
Miniftry was alfo reminded* of the cuftomary requi* 
fitionsmade when fupplies were wanted from the 
Coloniesi Thus the petition, except in the men* 
tion of a ftated revenue, differed nothing from thof^ 
ifhat had been prefented from the other Colonies. 

The relinquilhment of this bufinefs was a necef-r 
fary cdnfequence of the multiplicity of greater ob* 
jefts that now took up the whole time and attention 
of mirtifters. Oppofition was compofed of men of 
the moft eminent abilities, and they were indefati- 
gable in their endeavours to expofe the conduft of 
miniftry, and to prove it inconfiftent with policy, 
and totally ruinous to the affairs of the kingdom. 

Among the various objeds againft which they now 
Feb. 29, levelled their cenfure, were the treaties under 
?776* confideration for hiring foreign auxiliaries, 
in the profecution of the war againft America. 

The Landgrave of Heffe Caffel, the Duke of 
Brunfwick, and other German Princes, had agreed 
to furnifli them. Their total amounted to ieven- 
teeh thoufand men. jThey were reprefented asi 

troops^ 
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troops equal to any in Europe for the regularity of 
their difeipline. They had ferved in the laft gene-? 
ral w^r, and might in every refpeft challenge the 
appellation of veterans. 

The reafons affigned by,miniftry for applying to 
Germany in the prefent inftaixcer, was the abfolute 
impradicability, frbm feveral caufes, ofraifinga 
fufficiency of men within the realm for the purpo- 
fes in agitation. But were this feafible, ftill they 
would be raw and unikilful, and from their habits 
of life, unable^to undergo the hardlhips of war with 
the fame degree of vigour as men inured to military 
fatigues, and whofe conftitutions were hardened by 
loj^g fervice. 

An additional motive, was, that in a commercial 
country, fuch as Great Britain, the prefervation of 
the human fpecies was more peculiarly to be ftudied^ 
on account of the infinite variety of ways in whicK 
it is continually employed. Commerce and manu- 
failures required a prodigious number of hands, 
and could not poffibly fpare them for the purpofes 
of war* It was only in large and populous coun*' 
tries, deftitute of trade^ that foldiers could be pro- 
cured, without detrimenting-the ftate ; and it was 
for, that reafon application was made to the fove- 
reigns of thofe countries from which Britain had 
already been furnilhed with troops on former emer- 

fencies. When the war was at an end, they would 
e* difmifled, and the expence would ceafe ; where- 
as, if the levies were made among us, it would ftill 
be neceffary, on the termination of hoftilities, to 
provide for the half-pay of confiderable numbers. 

The treaties for obtaining thefe auxiliaries, had, it 
was faid, been conducted with all the judlcioufnefs 
.and caution that could be ufed in cafes of this difficult 
nature* The neceffity of the times was fuchj that 
troops muft be obtained, at whatever price they 
might coft. In this refpetft, however, nothing exor* 
'I 2 . bitant 
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bitant had been demanded : the terms were th? j&m* 
as thofe upon which we had formerly been fur^ 
niihed with troops from the fame quarter. Thofe 
who were competent judges in thefe matters, al- 
lowed, that alt expences coniidered, thefe foreign 
forces would coft the nation lefs than kvifcs made 
in this country. 

Oppofition, on the other hand, denied the vali- 
dity of all thefe different affertions* The fteeeffity 
pleaded by mi^iftry, was founded on their own con- 
duct,' They had entangled themfelves in perpfexl- 
ttes; find now that the people of this country re- 
fufed' to extricate them from the effefts of their im- 
prudence, they apj^lied for help to foreigners. Such 
was the interpretation that Europe would put oa 
the difficulty they acktfowfedged in procuring affift- 
«nce at home.^ Was it probable that in fo populous 
a nation,, a- few thoufands could not be raifed 
throughout the vaft extent of land it inhabited, 
without bringing, immediate diftrefs on commerce } 
The very fufpenfion of the trade between Great 
Britain and the Colonies, would afford a greater 
number tffoan* was now demanded ; and all the world 
knew that a Very Ihort fpace of time would be re- 
quired to train' them firfHeiently to face people wha 
were no more veterans than themfelves.- But the 
faft was, that minifterial meafares were fo unpopVN 
lar, that the generality of people were utterly un- 
willing to countenance them, 

Objeaioas were made to fe vera! p^rts of the trea- 
ties with the above mentioned Princes.- The levy 
money was Icven pounds- ten ftillings a man ; aft 
unreasonable price for a fofdfer in a country, where 
they are fo cheap as in Grermany. A large fub-* 
fidy was to be paid te thofe Princes,, and to be 
contmued after the return* of their troops. From 
tjie computation of thefe and other contingencies^ 
it. wasinMed thai a thofufanti Germans woii Id: cofl 
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more than fifteen hundred men levied in Britain* 
But what gave the moft offence, was, that twelve 
thoufaad of thefe foreigners, the Hefiians, were to 
remaio under the fole command and controul of 
their own GeneraL 

It was replied by miniftry, that however great 
the expcBce might he reprefented, one happy cir- 
cumftanceattended.it; which was, that it would 
not be laftiag. A body of fuch excellent foldieirs; 
as the German auxiliaries were univerfally acknow- 
ledged to be, added to fuch brave troops as our own, 
would furely prove more than equal to the redud:ioQ 
of America, and the termination of the war in onQ 
fingle campaign- Some indeed were fo fanguine, 
as to affert that fo formidable a power would, by 
its very appearance, put an end to all refiftance* 
AH Europe could not outmatch, in military merit, 
the numerous body of men that would adt under 
the banners of Britain in America. It was by adopt- 
ing fuch meafures, that matters there would foon 
be brought to a conciulion. It was expenfive, but 
it would be fpeedy and decifive; and therein true 
policy cpnfifted. 

Allowing that fomething more might be given, 
reckoning man for man, we Ihould confider, that in 
the one inftance we paid our money for a meer re* 
cruit, but in the other we procured a real foldier. 

To this it was replied by oppofition, that ipeither 
the force we had coUeded at fo immenfe a coft, and 
in which we fo highly confided, nor any other we 
ihould be able to employ in fhe profecution of this 
war, would conclude it with fuch facility and fpeed 
as miniftry had flattered themfelves. The fituation 
and local circumftances of America, made a con- 
queft of it imprafticable in fo fmall a compafs of 
time as one, or even two campaigns. Such was the 
opinion of men well.converfant in ^military affairs, 
and well acquainted with America. The -Ameri- 
I 3 cans. 
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cans, alone and unfupported, were adeqtiatc to the 
talk of refifting us, and maintaining their ground 
a much longer fpace, if they were but tolerably- 
commanded, and knew how to improve the advan- 
tages around them. 

This treaty was not lefs vigoroufly oppofed in the 

5th March, Houfe of Lords. The Duke of Rich* 
177^- mond moved for an addrefs to the 
King, requefting him to countermand the march of 
the German auxiliaries, and to give immediate orders 
for a fufpenfion of hoftilities in America, in order 
to lay a foundation for .a treaty, to compofe the dif- 
ferences between Great Britain and her Colonies.' 

He took an hiftorical view of the treaties between 
the Britilh and the Heffian Court for many years 
paft ; Ihowing that this had gradually rifen in its de* 
mands, in every fucceffive treaty ; and had never 
departed from any precedent once eftablilhed. But 
the prefent one outwent all the former in the exor- 
bitancy of its conditions. He afferted, from the 
calculations he had made, that the bodyoffeven- 
teen thoufand three hundred foreigners, taken into 
Britifli pay, would, including all contingencies, 
occafion an expence of no lefs than fifteen hundred 
thoufand pound within the courfe of a twelve- 
month ; a fum greater than was ever yet known to 
be expended for the maintenance of fuch a body of 
tnen in the like fpace of time. 

Thefe were ferious confideratlons in the depreffed 
fituation of our affairs ; efpecially when we adverted 
to that dreadful load of debt which was hourly ac-^ 
cumulating. The alarming ftate of our finances 
had, more than twelve years before, been pleaded 
as an inducement to fheath our fwords in the mldft 
of victories and conquefts on every fide, that had 
laid every enemy at our feet, and enabled us to 
. complete the ruin of every foe this nation had to 
fear, But our tritimphant career w^s flopped by 
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ihe^ry of thofe who predifted certain ruin to this 
country, if it perfifted any longer in the purfuit of 
its fucceiles. To the aftonilhment of Europe, we 
gave up the many juft hopes and expeftations we 
had formed, to the clamour of men who reprefented 
the nation as infolvent, and unable to advance a ftep 
further in the augmentation of its debts, or the in«^ 
creafe of its expences. 

. What propitious event had, fince the lapfe of 
twelve years, brought about fo great an alteration 
in the ftate of our finances, as to enable us to change 
4:he fyftem of our politics, fo much recommended 
at that period ? XVas it the payment of (ewen mil- 
lions out of one hundred and fifty ? What infatua- 
tion could precipitate a government, once famed for 
its wifdom, into a war, the confequences of which 
muft, at all events, prove ruinous ? No reputation, 
no benefit, could poffibly accrue from it. It was 
an inteftine war, calculated for the certain detri- 
ment of the ftate, which ever of the parties had the 
upper hand ; and it was equally difgraceful, as it 
fliowed we wanted prudence and temper in the ma- 
nagement of our domeftic concerns. 
. A circumftance that ftruck every feilfible obfer- 
ver, was the eagernefs and animofity with which this 
unhappy quarrel was profecuted. There had been 
a mixture of malignity and contempt in the mea- 
fures that had for fev^ral years been adopted againft 
the Colonies ; and now that their firmnefs and per- 
feverance in the aflertion of their juft rights was 
not to be overcome with threats and fupercilious 
language, they were to be devoted to the horrors of 
war, and to be treated as a nation from which W45 
tad experienced every fort of contumelious ufagc. 

Unprovided with a fufficient number of tjroops 
for the cruel purpofes defigned, or unable to pre- 
vail upon the natives of this country to lend tjjeir 
^aods tp fuph a fanguinary bufinefs, nuQiftfifs had 
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applied to thofe foreign Princes who traded in hu^ 
man bloody and hired armies of mercenaries for the 
work of deftruftion. They forgot with what viru* 
lence they had reprobated the employing of fo-» 
feigners, at the conciufion of the laft peace ; how 
impolitic it appeared in their eyes, how inconfiftent 
with the intereft of this nation, how fatal in its ten- 
dency. Continental connexions .were at that time 
condemned with a violence the more aftonilhing and 
ill founded, as by means of our alliance with an iU 
Ipitrious monarch, we had not only fupported him 
neainft his numerous enemies, but occafioned thofe 
diverfions in Germany of the forces of our moft for- 
midable enemy, which had prevented him from at- 
tending to the defence of his tranfmarined domi* 
nions^ and enabled us to make an entire conqueft of 
them. But thefe were objefts unattended to by 
thofe politicians who then direded our affairs. They 
had conceived fuch an antipathy to foreign alliances, 
that of whatfoever fervice they could be proved, 
or however preffing the neceffity of n<^ being wholly 
deftitute of friends upon the continent, ftill they 
difclaimed all ide^s of that nature, and maintained 
that we flood in no need of alliances abroad, and 
were quite felf-fufiicient at home. 

At the expiration df a few years, the fame fet of 
individuals now came forwards with a fyftcm oppo- 
fite and contradidory in every refpedt. It was not 
only a meer foreign alliance that was fought and 
courted ; an army of foreigners was now to be in» 
troduced into the Britiih dominions; but not to 
proted: them from invafion, not to deliver them 
from the ravages of an hoftile army, but to affift 
one half of the inhabitants in maflacreipg the 
other, -^ , 

It was ftrongly aflerted by oppofition, that thi^ 
foreign connedion would be produdive of the moft 
fatal events, Hith?TtO this unhappy difpute had 
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been confined to the people of the Britiih empire : 
the Colonies did not feem in the lead inclined to 
call in any other nation as umpire. They apparent- 
ly depended upon themfelves for its lupportand 
termination ; and did not, in all probability, ima- 
gine that we could be fo imprudent as toaflbciar^ 
others to our domeftic feuds. But when they fjsiw 
that we had recourfe to this odious expedient, they 
would no longer think themfelves bound to ftan4 
fingly in the conteft ; they would, after our exam- 
ple, apply to ftrangers for affiftance. And cpul4 
they be ccnfured for departing from any line of mo- 
deration, while we manifeftcd by our conduS that 
we were determined to obferve none ? 

But it was much to be feared that their imitation 
of our meafures, would be far more dangerous to us, 
than our precedent would be to them. Inconfidera- 
ble and needy Princes were no allies for them. They 
would conneft themfelves with fuch, as inftead of 
requiring fubfidies for their afEftance, would fupply 
them with men and money ; fuch as would efpoufe 
their quarrel, not from mercenary motives, but from 
' hoftile confiderations to this country, from ancient 
habits of inveteracy, from a thirft of revenge for the 
lofles and humiliations occafioned by our arms. — 
Thefe were the allies that would fly to their fuccour, 
on the firft fummons; no pecuniary ftipulation^ 
would retard them ; fuch a prize as America would 
-command any price, and any terms. A retaliation 
of all the calamities and difgraces they had fuffered 
at our hands, would arm on fuch an occafion every 
ilate and nation that bore an enmity to Britain. 

Nq opportunity to diftrefs this country was ever 
,cqual to that which it now aiForded to the many who 
were Peeking it. The fcene of military operations 
would be in another hemifphere ; thither we .muft 
fend pur armies, our fleets, our treafures^ every 
^ghtingman )ye could raife at hpme^ and every 
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mercenary we could hire from abroad. The heft 
of our blood would be fixed ; the braveft of our peo- 
ple would be torn from us j we fiiould in the courfc 
of this deadly feud, be drained of our inhabitants, 
and of our fubftance, and become expofed at laft to 
the attacks at home of thofe watchful rivals, who 
never yet fuffered an occafion toefcape them to hum- 
ble or to injure this country. 

Could men, who were not abandoned to the 
meaneft fentiments of vindidivenefs, lay their 
hands on their bofoms, and profefs their (incere 
approbation of meafures that were evidently preg- 
nant with fuch evils ? Could they give their affent, 
without wounding their confcience, to a fyftcm that 
prefented nothing but bloodihed and defolation, and 
the avowed intent of which was the barbarous com- 
pulfion of part of their fellow fubjefts to comply 
with the abfolute will of the other part ? What mo- 
tives of fufEcient weight could be ftated for refuting 
to liften to the remonftrances of thofe who pointed 
out a prevention of all thefe evils i And what argu- 
ments could preponderate againft a requeft to fuf- 
pcnd them a while, that Parliament might have 
time again to ponder how far it ought in juftice 
and humanity to recede from the ftrictnefs of its 
demands, arid to fix on fuch final terms, as every 
difpaffionate man Ihould acknowledge to be honour- 
able to the parent ftate, and not injurious to fo re* 
fpeftable a number of Britifli fubjedts as inhabited 
the large continent of America. 

Thefe various allegations were combated on the 
part of miniftry by much the fame reafonings as had 
been ufed in the Houfe of Commons. The plea of 
neceflity was a Jhield with which they covered all 
the meafures they had lately adopted. But they 
reprefented tliem not only as neceffary, bvit as judi- 
cious and well concerted. That of treating with 
jforeiga Friaces for the loan of their troops^ they 
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aflcrted, was far from detrimental ; the terms were 
not exorbitant, confidering how indifpenfibly they 
were known to be wanted, the extraordinary fer- 
vice they were to go upon, the lands and feas they 
were to traverfe in their going forth and coming 
home, and the very great uncertainty of their return. 

The computation of the expences attending them 
was much overrated. But were it otherwife, had 
the expence been even greater, the emergency was 
fuch, that we muft have complied with any term$ de^ / 
manded. Still, however, we Ihould probably have no 
reafon to complain : if the coft was great, fo was the 
purchafe ; no lefs than the fubjugation of the Ame<» 
rican continent in a campaign or two. Such was 
the clear expeftation of thofe who were deemed ful* 
\y adequate to the confideration of the fubjed. 

Did thofe, continued miniftry, who difapproved 
of their meafures, wifli them to give up the conteft, 
and abandon the Americans to thofe they chufed to * 
adopt? there was no medium between this, and the 
profecution of the fyftem of enforcing obedience.— 
Every proof had been given that nothing lefs would 
reduce and keep them within the bounds of fubjec- 
tion. This indeed they had totally caft off, and 
could no longer be viewed in the light of fubjefts : 
they were in their inclinations no part of the Britiih 
empire* But that was no argument why we Ihould 
confent to this relinquiihment. By fuch conduft 
they had forfeited the rights they enjoyed in com- 
mon with us ; but it did not follow that our claims 
upon them had loft their validity : by renouncing 
us, they had thrown themfclves out of our protec- 
tion, and become ftrangers ; as fuch we now treated 
them, and Ihould continue to do, until they return- 
ed to a. due fenfe of the connection that ought to 
fiibfift between a parent ftate and its dependencies. 
Thefe were cogent reafons why we ihould not fcru- 
pleto employ againft theinboth our own forces and 
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thofeof OUT allies; who, in this cafe, had i much 
better title to be confidered as a part of ourfelves, 
and againft whom it was highly unbecoming to 
break out into fuch difcontent, as they certainly 
came to befriend us, and to iland by our fide in af* 
ferttng our rights. 

Epoughhad been faid to convince impartial people 
that little was to be apprehended from the counte- 
nance that foreign powers might give to America : 
were policy out of the queftion, we might have fome 
caufesfor apprehenfion : but it was fo evident that 
f heir plaineft interefts militated againft their under- 
taking the defence of our Colonies, that it was not 
9 fubjcifl: deferving of difcuffion. But allowing it 
to be fuppofable that they Ihould be guilty of fuch 
infatuation, was not this an additional motive to ext 
ert ourfelves with all fpeed, in order to terminate 
the conteft, before they were ready to enter into it 
as parties againft us ? 

After long and violent debates, the queftion up-* 
on this important fubjeft was carried in favour of 
miniftry, by one hundred votes to thirty-two, in 
the Houfe of Peers, and by two hundred and forty- 
two againft eighty-eight, in the Houfe of Commons. 

After the decifion of this bufinefs, another came 
on that caufed no lefs ferment. The Secretary at 
March utb, War gave noti(;e, that the fum of eight 

1776' hundred and forty-five thoufand pounds, 
would be neceffary to defray the extraordinary ex- 
pences of the land-forces^ and other fervices incur- 
red from the commencement of March of the pre- ^ 
ceding year, to the end of January of the prefent. 

An intimation of this nature, excited one of the 
moft violent ftorms of oppofition that was ever 
Jcnown, Never, feid they, was fo vaft a demand 
made for contingent expences incurred in fo fliortji 
time. It was truly a demand for extraordinaries^ 
%s 1^0 inan could- t^ll in what manner fuch aq. im- 
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- menfe fum could poffibly have been employed in the 
narrow fphere to which its operations had been con- 
fined, though every one knew that they had beea 
x)f no efficacy. 

They adduced the journals of feveral vtdoriou9 
campaigns, to prove the exorbitancy of fuch a de- 
mand. Among others, they dwelt upon that of 
feventeen hundred and fixty, the year when Cana- 
da was finally reduced. As that event had happen- 
ed only fifteen years before, the value of money, 
and the coft of charges bearing much the feme pro- 
portion fis at the prefent time, they were the better 
able to make a comparative eftimate. 

From the various calculations they made on this 
occaiion, they inferred that no lefs than cHie hundred 
pounds a man had been expended upon the garrifon of 
Bofton, confifting of about ten thoufand men, with- 
in lefs than the term of a year ; during which time, 
they bad been reduced to great extremities, through 
want of provifions, and had endured a variety of 
wretchednefs. 

Xf fuch were to be the future demands of miiix- 
ftry, in what manner would they provide for the 
fupport of an army of more than fifty thoufand men 
in America ? who certainly would not make a con- 
quell of it in two or three campaigns, whatever fome 
Weak and unintelligent individuals had thought 
proper to boaft- 

Loaded with fuch enormcJus contingencies, how 
Iras the nation to furnifli the other no lefs requifite 
expences for the navy and ftanding forces at home? 
all which muft now be confiderably augmented if 
we meant to put ourfelves on a footing (rffecurity* 

Never had miniftry been affailed with fuch vehe- 
mence. They ftood their ground, however, on the 
apptobaticm and authority of Parliament* They had, 
faid tiiey, the legal fanftion of a coiiftitutional majo- 
rity foT all the-meafures they bad taken; The fyftem 
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ttey purfued was not of yeftfcrday ; it had been ikt 
cftablifhed rule of ading for years, and was not more 
ftr<Migly countenanced at the prefent moment, thaii 
it had been at the firft hour* Sticli a continual unin^ 
terrupted plurality of fufTrages, evinced a probabi-* 
lity of reftitude in the meafures which they fo in- 
variably approved. Neither were ininifters fo wed- 
ded to their own opinions, as to have formed a de* 
termination to perfift in them, Ihould the general 
lentiments of that body undergo a change. But 
while the reprefentativesof the nation adhered with 
fuch remarkable inflexibility to the ideas they had 
fa long maintained, miniftry was fully pcrfuaded 
that thefe ideas refted on a folid foundation. This 
convidtion, inftead of being fliaken, gathered vi- 
gour from the very multitude of arguments that 
had been brought to invalidate the opinions of this 
majority. The indifputable abilities of thofe who 
adduced them, their ingenuity, their eloquence^ 
their knowledge, their induftry, were eminently 
confpicuous, and excited univerfal admiration : but 
with all their exertions, and folicitude to eflablifb 
their own fentiments, they conftantly failed, and 
their opponents remained as firmly as ever in the 
poffeffion of their own ground. What myft a cool 
and difpaflionate obferver infer from this, but 
that fomething radically defedlive was perceived 
in the notions of the minority, by that incef- 
Hint and prodigious majority that diflented from 
them ? This perpetual inferiority of number, though 
not an unanfwerable proof, was, however, a flrong 
prefumption that their reafonings, though urged 
with great powers of language and. imagination, had 
not ftrength enough to convince the judgment of 
their opponents, however they might prove enter- 
taining, and difplay the talents of the fpeakers. 

Confiding therefore in the unaltered difpofitionof 
mind that had fo long and fo ftrikingly charafterifcd 
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fb many refpeftable members of this, and the pre- 
ceding Parliaments, miniftry thought itfelf in duty 
bound to tread in the fame path it had fo long con- 
tinued in, not doubting but the iflue would prove 
its condud; to have been equally fteady and pru- 
dent. 

As to the expenditure of thofe fums, the vaftncfs 
of which was alluded to with fuch acrimony, arid 
loaded with fuch heavy cenfures, an impartial en- 
quiry would Ihow, whether they had been properly 
applied* It ought to be remembered, that the ope- 
rations they were employed in, were equally nume- 
rous and chargeable ; and that the various under- 
tafcings which the fpirit of the nation had refolved 
upon, were of fo novel and difficult a nature, as to 
require not only the moft refolute exertions, but 
the moft extenjSve and liberal fupport. 

The ill fuccefs of the prefent campaign, was t© 
he attributed to the unexpefted obftinacy of the Co- 
lonies* They perfifted, againft their evident intereft, 
in ar^fufal of accommodation upon the fair and eafy 
terms that had been propofed to them a twelve- 
month ago. Their uncompliance had induced the 
Province of Maffachufet to exercife that refiftancc 
for which, not imagining it would have b^en car-^ 
ried to fuch extremities, we had not made an ade- 
quate preparation : but now that nothing but the 
moft daring and ftubborn oppofition was expected 
from the Colonifts, we Ihould no longer withhold 
our ftrength ; we ihould put it forth in fuch a man- 
ner, as would Ihow that Britain was fully able, to 
cruih them. Parliament had fufficiently hearkened 
to the dictates of moderation, to be hencetVth ab- 
folved of the imputation of feverity, in lettirig loofc 
jthe vengeance of the kingdom againft fuch incorri- 
gible offenders. A feffion or two more of firmncfs 
^hd vigour, would bring about an alteration of af-i 
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fairs, that would make the Colonies repent the pro* 
vocations they had given to this country. 

After the moft violent altercation, the motidii for 
the fupply was carried by a majority of one hundred 
and eighty to fifty-feven. 

Notwithftanding the minority faw themfelves 
overwhelmed upon every occafion, by the irrefifti- 
ble torrent of numbers, their perfeverance ftili re* 
mained unlhaken. March 14th, 1776^ another at*- 
tempt was made in the Houfe of Peers to prevent a 
continuance of hoftilities. It was moved by the 
Dufce of Grafton, that an addrefs fhould be prc^ 
fented to the Throne, requefling that, in ord^f td 
ftop the further effufion of blood, and to manifeft 
the fincef e defire of King and Parliament to rcftore 
peace, and to redrefs grievances, a proclamation 
might be iffued, declaring that if the Colonies 
Ihould prefent a petition to the commander in chief 
of his Majefty's fmces in America, or to the cofti- 
miffioners appointed for fuch purpofes, fetting forth 
'^ what they confidered to be their juft rights, and real 
' grievances, the King would confeiit to a fufpenfion 
of arms, and refer their petitioh to PaViiameht, 
where they might depend it would be duly confi* 
dered and anfwered. 

Among a variety of arguments Iti fupport 6f thi* 
motion, it was reprefented as peculiarly proper at ^ 
time when a liew opinion had gone forth, very alarm* 
ing to the Americans, and highly difpleaflng to all 
true lovers of the cdnftitutioh. It had been aflerted 
in the other Houfe, that the Americatis did ndt de* 
ferve to be treated with ;.and that they ought to be 
reduced to unconditional fubmiflion. Such an af-^ 
fertidh tended <Slearly to increafe their repugnance 
to a reconciliation, and to excite them to make the 
moft defperate efforts to roflft us* It militated no 
iefs againft the principles of the Britiih govern-* 
jnent: it recommended a method of proce^ing 
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ijrkh fubjeds, fimilar to thofe adopted in i^bfolute. 
inpnarchies abroad; where infurreAions arc pu* 
nilhed in a fummary and difcretional manner, ut-- 
terly inconfiftent with the fpirit of freedom. , 

But there was another motive to induce this.coun-. 
try to fufpend the blows it was preparing to ftrike* 
Thelong apprehended and freqyently predified in-»- 
terference of foreigners in the caufe of America^ 
began already to appear. Intelligence was received- 
that two French gentlemen had fome time ago ar- 
rived in America^ and held a conference with Ge- 
neral Walhington, by whom they were referred to 
the Continental Congrefs, to which they immedi* 
atfely repaired. . 

. Sixch a circumftance ought to awaken our moft 
(erious attention. It fhowed what we had to expeft 
if the quarrel were to laft. It opened a profpedt, 
which all affurances, from whatever authority they, 
might proceed, could not hide from the eye of the- 
difcerning. The longer we delayed in coming to* 
terms with our Colonies, the greater the danger: 
T^ould be, that the inftigations of foreigners would 
render them indifferent or averfe to treating. Such' 
^vourable offers and promifes woUld be held out tO' 
them, as would make thofe laid before them on our 
part, hardly worth attending to. It was not to be- 
doubted that temptations of every fort would be ufedt 
to allure them into other connections, and to prevail 
Upon them to throw off their allegiance to this coun-. 
try. No time Was therefore to be loft in ftriving 
to obviate thofe evils by all fuch means as were com* 
patible with the dignity of the Britifh nation. By 
protra<^jbng this neceffary buiinefs, fuch difficulties, 
might intervene as would render it imprafticable. 
The Atnericans, confiding in the fupport they 
would be fecretly promifed, might rife m their de*: 
4pands, and require fuch conceffions, as would be 
too degrading for us to yield in any fituation. Thefcj 
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coniiderations, which were obvious and required 
no further comment, ought to induce all- well- 
Wifheirs to this country, to haften, by the moft.fpee-^ 
dy and prudent methods, an accommodation with 
America. 

Were miniftry, after fo folemn a warning as 
they h^ received on this day> to refufe with their 
wonted perverfenefs to defift from thofe meafures 
that threatened this country with fo many dangers"/ 
what muft the Colonies infer from it, but that the* 
Britiih miniftry harboured the moft VindiAive de-- 
figns againft them^ and were determined to labour 
the enforcenf>ent of them at all hazards ? They' 
would hear what had palTed in the Houfe on this cvx^ 
tical day ; tod w^uld learn with no kfs aftonifli- 
ment than indignation, that no motives of fef^ty to^ 
Britain, no principles of humanity for the people 
of America, had been able to retard a momenr, the 
vengeance meditated againft them for having dared' 
to oppofe the fupreme will of the people in power^ 
on this fide of the oc^an. 

Adminiftration ought to refleft, that the feafo» 
was at hand for operations : when once begun, the* 
minds of people would be made up, as it were, for 
what might happen, and have taken their dctenni-' 
nation to wait the events of the campaign, before 
they wouM refume the consideration of any fobjedts, 
but' thofe relating to war. Britain was now to de- 
cide, perhaps for thelaft time, whether a treaty- or 
thefword fhould end theeonteft. "Obftinacy on -its 
part, would not fail ta render the Americans equally* 
obftinate : they would take example from us, and* 
after having fo often appeared at our feet, in the. 
pofture of fupplicants, they wotild throw off that 
charadier, and refolve bencefotth tanaeet us oatfce^* 
footing of equals. 

Such were the reafonings on the fide of thofe whtf^- 
fupported the motion,. But they w^re totally rnef^ 
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feftlia! I the die was caft betweeil Grelt Britain and 
America; ani^ there feemed a general difpofition oii 
bbth fidps tp cdniniit their fate to the decifidn of 
Sirms.. 'The moderate and difpaffionate had exhauft- 
ed ill theiT ftock of Arguments ; and were now tfe- 
diiced to the lieqeflify ot ftainding'lVill, ahd patiently 
fexpt^tihg that fdnlfe unprdpitious event would in- 
tUne 9ne of the parties to liften to overture^. 

Tht general ahfw^er to the allegations of the ixii* 
nt)tity 6n this occafion, Was, 'that no reliance could 
bfe placfe'd on thfe aftiirances, fo inc^'flantly reiterated 
by the Colonifts, of their defire to terminate matter* 
imlcably, and to return to a ftate of tranquility and 
obedience. Their langC^jlge had indexed all the nie- 
tit of pjaiifibillty V but their aAipiis did not corres- 
pond with tiimr proteftatiotis. They had not evi- 
dently formed among themfelves, and agreed to any 
fixed terms of pacification ; otherwife they wo,Uld 
have fpecified them, before, they would have fuf- 
fered this country to have gone fuch lengths in its 
preparations to reduce them. It was highly proba- 
ble that they doubted its ability to conipel them to 
fubmifiion, and in confequence of this idea, had 
propofed to deceive us into hopes of fettling matters 
to our fatisfadtion, with a view to gain time for the 
accomplilhmenr of the various fchemes they were 
projefting, and had now brought fo forwards, that 
no inducements that we could hold out, would be 
fufficient to counterbalance their eagernefs to give 
them a full trial. 

Nothing, therefore^ remained for Great Britain, 
in the prefent circumftances of affairs, but, in imi- 
tation of the Colonies, to have recourfe alfo to^ a 
trial of her Qwn ftrength, and of thofe meafures for 
which file had made fuch vaft preparations. All 
was, now completed for the laft fcene of the bufinefs 
that was to be tranfafted between Great Britain and 
America* - As minority had infinuated that this lat- 
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tcr would not ftoop any longer to the ftile of fnpi 
plication, it was become the more requifite for ma- 
jority to affume at once the tone of mailers, and to 
fpeak to its rebellious fubjefts with that firmnefs 
and authority which men are entitled to ufe with in- 
feriors, who have offended them, and refufe to make 
that reparation which is due to the dignity of a 
fuperior. 

After an altercation that lafted till very late In 
the night, the Duke of Grafton's motion was re- 
JeAed by a divifion of ninety-one votes, to thirty- 
one. 

Thus ended a debate which put a period, for a 
while, to all attempts to conciliatory meafures. 
The ftandard of reciprocal defiance feemed now to 
be hoifted, and both parties confenting to take their 
laft trial in the field. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Evacuation ofBofton. — Siege of^ebec raifed.-^PrO" 
vinctals defeated in Canada. — Tran/aSlions in North 
: and South Carolina, and Firginia, 

1776, 

WHIt,E thefe Parliamentary difcuffions were 
taking place, and filling the whole nation 
with anxiety and expe&ation how they would ter- 
minate, fcenes of a different nature wrire adting in 
America. 
^ The Britiih troops at Bofton, had novst fuffered a 
long and tedious blockade* From the nineteenth 
day of April, made for ever memorable by the affair 
of Lexington, they had been clofely invefted on 
every fide, and cut off from every refrelhment and 
relief, which a garrifon, confiding of fuch num- 
bers of fick and wounded, natuirally required. 

They were reduced to the utmoft extremities by 
the non-arrival of thofe viftuallers which govern- 
pient had fitted out, and loaded with all manner of 
provifions, at fo prodigious an expence. The infor- 
mation they received of the quantities defigned for 
them, had raifcd their fpirits, and filled their minds 
with gratitude ^t the prpof thus giv^n of the con- 
ieern which their country felt for them ; but their 
cxpeftations were long difappointed ; and they had 
many misfortunes to undergo before they received 
any part of thofe much wanted fupplies. 
' Several of thefe yeffels, after weathering out the 
.continual florms jbey had met with, were taken by 
the enemy iii the very fight of port, Contrary winds, 
wnfavourablenefs of tides, and other circumftances 
of weather and pofition, prevented the men of war 
■from coming to their affiftance. The greater num- 
ber of the coal ihips were loft in this manner. The 
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deprivation of thefe was feverely felt iti a climatCji 
where the rigour of the winter renders fuel fo indif- 
penfibly neceflary. 

The fituation of thofe inhabitants who adhered to 
the caufe of America, was peculiarly calamjrous. 
Imprifoned and debarred of all communication with 
their friends, they were expofed to the ill treatment 
of the garrifon ; and though protected from harfh 
ufage to their perfons, by the native generofity of the 
Britilh nation, (till they were liable |fo thofe coiKeoi]^ 
tuous marks of averfion, from which men are fo un- 
willing to abftain in their domeftiq feuds. As they 
were not e::ititled to the fame regards as the military, 
their allowance was fo fcanty, that they were almoft 
in want of neceflaries. 

The length of the fiege, and continual expendi- 
ture of military (lores, in the numberlefs branches 
of fervice that confumed fuch quantities, occafi- 
oned an apprehenlion that they would not laft till 
the arrival of a fre(h fupply. To the dread of 
wanting ammunition, was added that of being fooq 
Ihort of fait provifions ; which were, during a long 
time, the only food the garrifon could depend upoa 
for fubfiftence. 

In the midft of thefe diftreiTes, the courage an4 
refolution of the Brn:i(h military was confpicuous, 
and fully refuted the invidious charge fo frequently 
in the mouths of foreigners, of the French efpe- 
pially, t|iat the ^pngliflhi are unfit for the hardlhips 
of war^ and though brave' and intrepid in the fields 
are unable to endure fatigue, unlefs provided with 
all the convqnicnces of life. 

They underwent, in the fucce(Hve rotation of 
duty, all the fe verities of a winter campaign in this 
rigorovis climate. Thofe who were Rationed oq 
BunkerVHill, had no other Ihelter than their tents 
againft its unceafing inclemency during this terrible 
ftafpn. Here tijey lay expofed to- wiods, fnows^ 
.' . - ilormS| 
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fbrms, and cold^ almoU intolerable tx> Britiih con- 

ilitutions. 

The wants of yarious kinds with which in the 
iiiean time they were aflailed, obliged them to have 
recourfe to every expedient that induftry iharpened 
by fujSering can invent. That of fuel, which they 
could bear leaft of any, was in fome degree reme- 
died by the timber of houfes which they deftroyed 
for that purpofe. 

. As the deficiency of provifions began to be alarm- 
ing, veffels were dispatched to the Weft Indies to pro- 
cure what could be fpared or obtained. But the con«^ 
dition of the iflands was fuch, that they feared to 
be ftraitened themfelves, and could afford little 
affiftance. Their ftock was fo low, and their 
expectations of being relieved when it was expend- 
ed, were fo precarious, that they were conftrained 
to hufband it with the ftri&eft parilmony, and could 
not admit others to a participation. 

In default of this refource, armed Ihips and tranf- 
ports were ordered to Georgia, with an intent to pro» 
cure rice, and what other refreftiments could be got. 
But the inhabitapts, took up arms, oppofed their 
landing, and permitted no intercourfe with the 
fliore. This occafioned violence on each fide. Can- 
nons were planted on the beach, and an engage*, 
ment enfued, which terminated to the difadvantage 
of the armed veflels. They loft feven Ihips loaded 
with rice, which were fet on fire by the enemy* 

While the Britiih troops were undergoing thefe 
diftreffes, the, Provincials were well covered in their 
encampment before Bofton, and ^ fupplied with all 
neceiTaries and comforts. Their defign was to wait 
till the freezing feafon began, for a more vigorous 
profecutionof boftilities. Their intentions were to 
avail themfelves of it, in order to. ftrike fuch a de- 
fig ve blow, as would, if executed according to the 

IC 4 plan 
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plan propofcd, put at once a final conclufion to all 
the hopes of Britain in this quarter. 

The latter end of December, is the time when 
the froft ufually fets in with great feverity in New 
England. The harbour of Bofton, and all the ri- 
vers and waters in its environs, are covered with x 
depth of ice fufficient to bear any weight. This 
was the paflage over which their determination was 
to force their entrance into Bofton, and to maki^ an 
'attack upon the Ihipping. They doubted not, with 
the great force that would be coUefted from all 
parts for an entcrprize of fuch importance, to make 
"themfelves matters of the town and garrifon, and 
to take or deftroy every (hip in the harbour. 

Had the feverity of the froft correfpondcd with 
their expeftations, it is not improbable that they 
would have been able to execute their defigns. Up- 
wards of fixty thoufand men ' would have been the 
force employed from the four Provinces of New 
England only, befides the multitudes that would 
"have crouded from the other Colonies, to have a 
Uiare in this deftrudlion of the Britifh fleet and army. 

But fortunately for both, the winter proved un- 
ufually mild, and they waited in vain for its aifift- 
ance in the operations they had projefted. They 
were, much againft their will, obliged to remain 
inadtive, and fuffer the garrifon to enjoy lome tran- 
quility as well as themfelves. • 

In the mean time, the fpeech made by the King 
at the opening of the feffion, was brought over to 
America, together with intelligence of the recep- 
tion which the petition from the Continental Con- 
grefs had met with from miniftry. The arrival of 
this news at the camp before Bofton exafperatcd the 
Provincials to a greater degree than hacf ever been 
experienced. They teftificd the excefs of their rage, 
by burning publicly the Royal fpeech, in the midft 
•of execrations at tjiofe who had advifed it. Having 
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t>jr this aft, divefted themfelves of all remains of re- 
fpeA or attachment for any objeft that related to 
'Britain, they next proceeded to an alteration of their 
colours. From a plain red ground, they changed 
them to thirteen ftripes, as a denotation of the num* 
ber of the United Colonies* 

The winter, though fevere enough to induce both 
parties to remain quiet in their quarters, did not 
prevent the fmall craft belonging to Maflachufet 
from exerting themfelves very fuccefsfuUy againft 
the veffels arriving from England with fupplies 
and ftores. A tolerable number had found means 
to enter the port of Bofton,' where they proved 
of great relief to the garrifon ; but the adivity of 
the American cruizers was fuch, that many fell into 
their hands, to the yaft detriment of the troops, 
from the particular importance of their cargoes. 

Among the captures they were continually ma- 
kings was unfortunately an ordnance veffel, which 
had feparated from her convoy. Being of no force, 
jDie was compelled to furrender to a fmall pri- 
vateer. This was one of the moft ufeful prizes that 
fcould have fallen into their hands. She contained 
a cargo faid to be worth fifty thoufand pounds. It 
confifted of a great number of brafs cannon, with a 
large quantity of fmall-arms, and a vaft variety of 
military ftores. It enabled the Provincial army to 
refume their military operations with additional 
iadvantage, and to make a much more formidable 
appearance than .before. 

' As foon: as the feverity of the weather began to 
abate, the Provincials indicated by their mcytions, 
that they intended to prefs the town with more wU 
gour than ever. The fa<Sl was, that General Walh* 
ington had received orders to exert his utmoft adli- 
vity, in order to reduce the Britilh forces either to 
furrender^ qx to eyagwate the place, before the fuc- 
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cours could arrive which were, now Ihortljr ezpede^ 
from England. 

During the night of the fecond of March, a bat* 
tery was opened on the Weftetn fide of the town^ 
from whence it was fevcrely fired up<Hi with can- 
nons and bombs ; and on the fifth, it was attacked 
from another battery on the Eaftern ihore. The 
fuddennefs and expedition with which the Provin* 
cials acquitted theixifelves on this occafion, aftoniih<^ 
cd the moii experienced of the Britilh officers. , Four-* 
teen days did the garrifon experience the mod dread-* 
ful cannonade and bombardment, without the leaft 
intermiffion. 

The fituation of the troops became very alarm-? 
ing, from the vivacity and ardour which feemed to 
animate the operations of the enemy, and the cer- 
tainty of their being able to furround and command 
every part of Bofton, as well as of the harbour, from 
the high grounds, on which they were now occupied 
\n ereding batteries. No medium appeared to re^* 
main between diflodging the Provincials from their 
pew works, or quitting the toWn^ 

The fpirit of the General was too great to embrace 
the latter meafure, until he had tried every metho4 
that was prafticable to efFeift the former. To* this 
intent, a felect J^ody was prepared for embarkation, 
in order to land at the foot of the hill called Dor- 
chefter Neck, projefting into the bay (m the Eaftern 
fide of the town, The Provincials had fortified it 
in fuch a manner, as would, in all probability, have 
jendered the attacking of it no lefs bloody and de-t 
ftrudive than that of Bunker's-Hill, ^ven if it hacj 
fucce^ded : byt the works were fo ftrong, fo well 
provided with artillery, and defended by luch num-^ 
uers, that there was littje prof]f)ed: of forcing them. 
As they flood on a high ground, the Provincials had 
provided upwards of a hundred hogftieads filled 
with ftqnes, to roll down the hill upon the Britifh 
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luies^ as they advanced ; and the afcent was fa fteep, 
that the ranks aauft infallibly have been broken be- 
fore they could have reached the Jununit, and at* 
tacked the tranches. ' 

Before the full difcovery of this ftrength, every 
preparation had been made for a moft vigorous atr 
t^ck. But while the troops were, making ready to 
embark, a dreadful ftorm came on unexpei^edly in 
the night, and prevented the defign from taking 
place then. It was refumed the pext morning ; but 
on aclofer infpe^ion, it was judged unadvifable tc^ 
proceed, as it could only have tended to facrifice 
the lives of a great number of brave men to no pur-? 
pofe. 

It was howerver with much reludtance, that the 
Britilh General, his officers, and foldiers, could pre- 
vail upon themfelves to defift from this defperatc 
and imprai9:icable attempt. They were conlciou* 
of the high opinion entertained of them by their 
countrymen at home, and of the fanguine expec* 
rations that had been formed from their bravery.— • 
They knew that they were looked upon as fuperiop 
in every military confideration to the enemy they 
had been fent to encounter, and that no fufpicion 
was harboured that he would have been able to with-^ 
ftand them. Thefe refledtions filled them with in- 
dignation at the peculiarity .of their fate. They 
were inclofed on all fides in fuch a maimer, as made 
it impoffible for them to difengage themfelves, and 
take poiTeffion of fuch ground as would have enabled 
them to eome at the enemy. Every effort they 
made to that intent, laid them open to inevitably 
deftrudion. In fuch mortifying circumflances, a 
retreat feemed the only alternative left them. But 
here they were met by that point of honour whiclj 
is fo powerful in men of fpirit, and fo often indu-; 
ces them to devote themfelves to certain ruin, 
(boner than expgfe it to the Jeaft blemifn^ 

After 
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After much deliberation, it was at length cof\^ 
' eluded, that to remain any longer in Bofton, would 
be imprudence and temerity in the higheft degree, 
as it muft prove infallibly the lofs of the whole 
army. A determination was therefore taken to em- 
bark it, with all its appurtenances, and to abandon 
a place that wtis no longer tenable. A retreat of 
this nature was not, however, without its difficul- 
ties. The enemy was pofted on all the command- 
ipg grounds, and at hand to make a quick and dan- 

ferous impreffion, wherever they thought proper, 
ortunately the Provincials remained within their 
works, and feemed not in the leaft inclined to form 
any obftruftion to the defign. Probably they were 
glad to facilitate a meafure, by which they recover^r 
ed without bloodlhed, pofTeflion of a town of the 
firft importance in North America. Had they pro- 
ceeded to any hoftilities to prevent it, they knew 
it was in the power of the Britilh army to have 
inftantly reduced the town to aflies; a misfortune 
which it would have taken many years to repair. 

Near a fortnight was confumed in carr^dng this 
irkfome meafure into execution. Had the embarks 
arion of the military and warlike ftores been the 
only objed:, it would have been readily accomplilh- 
ed ; but provifion was alfo to be made for the de- 
parture of almoftj:wo thoufand of the inhabitants, 
whofe adherence to the caufe of government, ob- 
liged them to accompany the army for their fafety. 
Much embaraffriient and anxiety attended the 
removal of fuch multitudes, together with their 
ettbfts^ and the baggage of the army, which was 
very confiderable, The fick and wounded were 
very ntmierous, and with the women and children, 
occafioned by their h^lplefs condition, an additional 
diftrefs. The attention and care of the General in 
this trying fituation, refledled equal honour upp^i 
bis conduct and bun^anity : he had borne the 'difap- 
^ . ' point*^ 
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pQintments and vexations of a fituation unworthy 
o^ his courage, with unihaken firmnefs ; he now. 
faced the mortifying perplexities with which he 
was furrounded, with no lefs compofure. 
,, The arin)%was ait this time full of difcontents.— • 
reinforcements had been long expedled, and had 
hot come ; both officers and foldiers thought them- 
selves negledted ; near ten months were elapfcd finco 
the arrival of the laft, and the impoffibility of their 
taking the field without them was well known in 
England. Since the commencement of November, 
no regular and certain advice had been received of 
wbat was to be their deftination. This created 
fnurmurs and complaints that could not be eafily 
quelled, as they did not appear ill founded. It 
feemed as if they were confidered as bound in fomc 
meafure to deliver themfelves from the difficulties 
^hat preffed upon them, by their own exertions. Ill 
fuccefs, wants, and inconveniencies, increafed this ill 
humour, which was further aggravated by the jea- 
loufies and diffentions that began to prevail between 
the army and navy. 

In this unhappy difpofition of mind, and de-^ 
rangement of affairs, a dangerous voyage was to 
be undertaken. Halifax, in Nova Scotia, was the 
port to which the fleet was bound. The diftance 
was not great, but the ftorminefs of the coaft, and 
tbe tempeftuoufnefsof the feafon, were highly alarm- 
ing ; it was now the middle of March ; the equi- 
DOiftial winds were fet in, and thofe from the north- 
eaft were equally ftrong and boifterous. Were they 
to be blown out to fea, and obliged to fleer for the 
Wefl Indies, their provifions were too fcanty, for 
fuch a voyage. Bqt ihould they arrive in fafety at 
the deflined port, fWl they had but little comfort 
and relief to find in fuch a bleak and barren country 
as Nova Scotia. 

Aftcl^ 
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Aft^ the embarkation had been effe&ed. It waa i 
i\'hole week before the fleet could put to fea. Contrary 
to their apprehenfions, the wind and weather proved 
however fair at laft, and their paflage to Halifax: wa$ 
temarkably favourable. On their departure ffoni 
Bofton, feveral Ihips of force were ftationed there^ 
for theproteftion ofthe velfels arriving from Eng- 
land ; but the bay was fo extenfive, and fo full of 
fmall harbours for privateers to lie on the watch^ 
that they could not, with all their vigilance, pre^ 
vent a number of fliips from falling into the band^^ 
of the Provincials. What made their lofs the hea-^ 
vier, they were laden with arms and fuch warlike 
ftores as were tnoft needed by the enemy. Some 
tranfports were alfo taken with troops on board,* 
which ran into the harbour, hot knowing the plac^ 
was evacuated. 

In this manner did Bofton return to- the pofleffioi?' 
of the people of Maflachufet. The boats employed 
in the embarkation had not entirely completed it^ 
when the Provincials entered the town in militai-y 
triumph* They were received by the inhabitants 
^ith tralifports of joy. General Waftiington Was 
hailed as their deliverer, and'cbUgfatulated on the 
fuccels of his arms by the public addrefles of "the? 
Provincial Aflembly, and the warmeft acknowledg- 
ments of all thofe who now recovered the 'houfes 
and pofTeflionS they had been obliged to abandon. 

The confufion unavoidable in the hurry of a re- 
treat, occafioned many valuable articles to be left 
behind. Among thefe were a confiderable quantity 
of afrtillery and ammunition, efpeci^lly at BynkerV 
Hill and Bbfton Neck. The diftance of thefe jplaces • 
prevented their being brought off, and the fliortnefs^ . 
of time, their being rendered unferviceable. But' 
the principal booty confifted in the immenfe variety' 
of goods, efpecially woollens and linens, a fuppl/ 
of which the Provincial troops Hood in the mofk 
z prefling 
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preffing need. The other articles of various kinds 
were alfo exceedingly numerous. 

Having thus recovered their capital, one of the 
firft afts of government exercifed by the Provincial 
Aflembly, was to order the effedts and the eftates of 
thofe who were fled with the Britifli troops to Hali- 
fax, to be publicly difpbfed of, and their produce 
applied to the ufe of the ftate. Such adherents to 
Britain as had riiked to remain behind, were treated 
with great feverity. They were profecuted as ene- 
mies and betrayers of their country, and theic 
eftates were confifcated accordingly* 

That object, however, which principally occu- 
pied the attention of the people of Maffachufet, was 
to put Bofton into fuch a pofture of defence, as 
might prevent its falling again into the power of 
Britain. To this intent, they applied with all dili- 
gence to the fortifying of it on every fide. They 
employed, on this occafion, fome foreign engineers 
th^t had been lately fent to America for fuch pur- 
poses. So eager were they in the profecution of this' 
bufinefs, that every able bodied man in the town, 
with very little diftindtion of rank, chearfully co- 
operated in this work, and fet apajt two days in 
the week to complete it with the more fpeed* 

The fadt was, they ^yere not a little apprehenfivc" 
of the return of the Britifli -fleet and army, as foon 
as they were properly reinforced. What chiefly in- 
duced them to imagine that the defigns upon Bofton 
were not abandoned, was, that juft before their de- 
parture, the Britifli forces demoliftied the fortifica- 
tions of caftle William, which, by its fituation, 
would have rendered it impradicable to attack the 
town by fea- 

Nor was General Wafliington without anxiety 
about the deftrnation of the fleet and forces that had 
Ieft^9<^fton. >J[ew York, by its pofition,- lay quite 
^xpofcd tor the moft bidden attacL He, therefore. 
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on the very day that Bofton was evacuated, detdcli<* 
cd feveral of his befl? regiments for the defence of? 
that city. Herein he doubtlefs afted with pru- 
dence ; but the condition of the Britiih army wa9 
not fit for an expedition of fuch importance. It did 
not amount to ten thoufand efTe&ive men ; and was^ 
by no means provided with due neceffaries* 

While the American arms were' thus fuccefsful at 
BoHon, they were bufily occupied in the blockade 
of Quebec, where Colonel Arnold was exerting the. 
utmoft efforts under a multitude of difcouragements- 
He found by experience, that he could place little 
dependence upon the adherence, of the Canadians, 
who were eafily difpirited by difappointments^ and 
ready to quit him on the appearance of danger^ 
The reinforcements promifed by Congrefs, did not 
arrive expeditipufly enough to fecond his operations. 
They had fo many objedts to occupy their atten- 
tion, that it was with the utmoft difficulty they 
could provide for them all, with tolerable fufficiency 
and dilpatch. 

The march of thefe reinforcements, which was in 
the midft of winter, was attended with prodigiou^i 
hardfliips. They endured them with that fortitude 
and conftancy, which at this time charadterifed the 
Americans : the fatigues undergone in the expedi- 
tions headed by Montgomery and Arnold, had filled 
them with an emulation which infpired them witk 
€?qual confidence and perfeverance. 

General Carlton, though delivered from any im* 
mediate apprehenfions from the enemy, ftiU re-, 
maincd in a very difagreeabie fituation. His com* 
munication with the adjacent country being cut off^j. 
he was reduced to much diftrefs for want of pfovi-^ 
fions. Whatever he procured was not without great 
danger and difficulty. The Provincials way-laid 
all parties that were lent out upon this intent, and, 
encountered them with all imaginable ardour. They,' 
^. iciprovtdt 
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ihproved every advantage, and kept the garrifon in 
continual alarms. His vigilance was inceffantly 
employed in guarding againft the various endea- 
vours of the Provincials .to furprize him. They 
were indefatigable in contriving ftratagems to this 
jpurpofe, as they found that he was too well prepared 
to be overcome by open force* 

They began, however, to be fenfible, tHat uniefs 
they brought their defigns to a fpeedy execution, it 
would foon become too late to continue them with 
any profpefl: of fuccefs* The feafon Was now ap- 

f)roaching when (iiccours would artive from Eng- 
and, and oblige them to adk on the defenfive. The 
fiege therefore was recommenced in due form ; bat- 
teries alfo were erefted on the ihores of the river 
St. Lawrence, againft the Ihipping in the harbour^ 
and attempts made to burn it by means of fire Ihipsi 
Though unfuccefsful, they difplayed much courage 
and conduft in feveral of thefe enterprizes. While 
one of. them was executing, they had prepared fcaU 
ing ladders, and other implements to ftorm the 
town ; and held themlelves in readinefs to efca- 
lade it, while the attention of the befieged was 
turned to the conflagration of the Ihipping. Though 
t;hey failed in the main attempt, they fucSceeded in 
part : they burned a large number of houfes in the 
luburbs ; and the garrifon was compelled to pull 
down the remainder^ to prevent the fire from 
fp reading* . \ 

While the Provincials were employed in this 
manner, numbers of the Canadian Noblefle aflfem- 
bled, and collected a large body of their country-, 
men, in order to raife the fiege of. their capital.. 
They put' theinfelves under the command of Mr» 
Beaiijeu, a gentlemiin of bravery, and who was verv 
deflrous to figoalize his attachment to government f. 
but he was ill feconded : the Provincials met him 
9n his march, and entirely defeated him* 

Vau II. Np* 10* ' L Eneou- 
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Encouraged by this fuccefs, the pFovincials cort** 
iinued the fiege with redoubled aVdpur* But they 
met with no better fuccefs than before. They had 
now tried every expedient to reduce k : they had 
tfed bombs and red hot balls, after failing in their 
endeavours to carry it by affault ; and they were 
now convinced it was out of their power to attack 
k by regular approaches, as rhey had no artiUery 
of weight enough for fuch an undertakings. This, 
added to the flownefs with which reinforcements 
arrived, through the badnefs of roads^ impedi- 
ments of weather, and want of requifites,, retarded 
their Operations, and leffened the courage and vi- 
gour with which they had been at firft profecuted. 

In the midft of thefe difEculties^ the fmall pox, 
a diftemper deemed peculiarly fatal on the continent 
6f North America, broke out among them with 
great violence^ and carried them off in numbers^ 
The dread which this terrible diforder (truck into 
fhe troops, operated like a pannick. The anxiety 
for felf-prefervation, overcame all other confidera- 
f lonSi Multitudes fled from what they looked upon 
as certain death ^ and it became impoflible to carry 
on military diity with proper difcipline and regu- 
fafity. 

While they were in this diftrefsful fituatiofi, they 
<vere informed that fuccours were on their way froh> 
England, and would fpeedily arrive at Quebec, 
This, together with the calamity they were afflicted? 
^ith, made it neceffary foi" them to retire from the 
town, before their arrival; not doubting-, the mo- 
ment tfoy wer^ landed, that Governor Carlton- 
would immediately make a vigor6us attack on* 
die befiegers^ who, mi their prefent conditiott> he 
well kiievv, were unable to face fuch a force as he' 
would then have under his coliimandv But this de- 
fign was prevented bv the expeditioufnefs witb 
which the fquadron, fcnt to the relief of Quebec^ 
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tnade its Way through the ice up the river St. Law- 
rente before fuch an attempt was thought praftica- 
bie. The appearance df thefe Ihips threw the Pro- 
vincials into great confufion a the coinmUnicatioii 
was immediately cut off with that part df their 
forces which lay on the dther fide of the River ; 
and it was now tod late to provide for the retreat 
they had meditated. 

May 6tbj As fdoti as the reiriforcemelit waS 

«77^' landed, together with the marines, and 
had joined the garrifon, General Carlton put him- 
felf at their head, and fallied out upon the F^rdvin- 
cials. He found them in the greateft difdrder . Ai 
their camp was not intrenched, arid they were al- 
ready retreating, no refiftance was made, and they 
fled on all fides with the iitmoft precipitation, leav- 
ing all their artillery *and warlike ftores* Their 
tfight was fo rapid, that they could not be over- 
taken> and the only prilbners were the fick and 
tvoundedi While the military were thus emplpyed 
on fliore, the lighter armed veffels proceeded up the 
River with the utmoft diligence, arid feiaied a num- 
pev of veffels belonging to the enemy. 

In this mariner was raifed the fiege df CjuebeCj* 
after a duration df five months^ during which, the 
activity arid courage df the garrifon^ the abilities 
rind intrepidity of their commander, arid the fpirii 
and perfeve^ance df the Provincials were all equally 
remarkable. This event g^ve the finifhirig blow to 
all the attempts and expeftatiqns that Congrefs had 
formed on this quarter j and their troops from thlist 
^ime met with nothing here but defeats and dif- 
ifters. 

The fiicccfs which awaited the Britiih ^rms in 
this Province, was atterided Tbiy a behaviour full of* 
humanity; Many of the Provineialsy through 
wounds and fickriefs^ had not been able to accoiji- 
pany their main body iri its retreat* They lay con* 
^ La «eale4 
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ceaiiecl in the woods and fcattered habitations about 
the neighbourhood, in a very diftreft and deploratlc 
condition. General Carlton generoufly iffued a pro- 
clamation, ordering proper perfons to feek them 
QMt, and give them all neceffary relief at the public 
cxpence. To induce them not to refufe thefe com- 
palHonate offers, he further proriiifed, that as foon 
as they were i-ecovered, they Ihould be at perfect 
liberty to return to their own homes. 

Shortly after the repialfe of the Provincials, the 
force's expefited from England arrived. The Ge- 
neral now faw himfelf at the head of more than 
twelve thbufand regulars, among whom were the 
troops of Brunfwick. He direOily hailed to Three 
Rivers, a place fituated midway between .Quebec 
and Montreal, and fo called from its proximity to 
three branches of a large river that falls into the 
St. Lawrence. Here, it had been imagined, the 
Provincials would have made a ftand; but they had 
continued to retreat ilntil they had reached the river 
Sorely hear one hundred and fifty miles from Que- 
bec. They were met here by the reinforcements 
appointed for their affiftance; but the whole of* 
their force was confiderably weakened by fickneft 
and other calamities. 

'N6twithftanding thefe difccrura;gements, a bold 
attempt was projeftedby their commanders for the 
furpri^ie of the Britifh troops at Three Rivers. A 
confiderable body of thefe was ported at this place 
under the command of General Frazer. Another 
Tvas near them on board the tranfports, under Ge- 
neral Nefliit^ The main body under Generals Carl* 
ton, Burgoyne, Philips, and Rcidefel, the Geffnan 
General, were Rationed partly oh lliore, and partly' 
on the River, in the way from Quebec. The Pro- 
vincials were encartiped at the Sorel, about fifty 
miles diftarit from Three Rivers ; and between them 
u,nd chls place, the river St. Lawrence was occupied 

bjr 
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hy a tmmber of ^rmed veffels, and tr^nfports witH 
troops. 

But thefe obftacles did not difpirit them* Two 
thoufand of their beft men, headed by General 
Thompfon, embarked at the Sorel, and fell down 
with the tide, keeping on the foutH fide of the Ri- 
ver, till they arrived at a place called -Nicolet, op- 
pofite to Three Rivers, From thence, in the night, 
they paffed to the other fide, in order to furprize 
the body under Greneral Frazer. Their intent was 
to attack him about break of day. They were in 
three divifions, one to aft at each end of the town, 
and the remaining to fupport them, or tp cover 
a retreat in cafe of need. But this they were de- 
termined not to think of till extreme necef^ty, com- 
pelled them, and they fpund that no other means 
remained to fave them from utter deftrudtion. 

Unfortunately for their defign, the time they 
took in croffing the river, was fo long, that thoggh 
8th June, they paffed the ihipping unobferved, they 

1776- were difcovered at their landing. The 
alarm being thus given, General Frazer prepared 
to meet them. The difficult ground they were ob- 
liged to march over, threw them into diforder, and 
when they made their attack, they were received, 
contrary to their expeftation, by men whg were 
waiting for them, and who had not only the advan- 
tage of pofition, but of a number of field-pieces, 
which did great execution among them. 

While they w^ere making the moft vigorous ef- 
forts to furmount thefe obftacles, they were appri- 
zed that General Nifbet, who commanded the 
troops on board the tranfports, had landed them; 
ajid was marching with all fpeed to fall upon their 
rear. A retreat was now their only refource. As' 
GeneralNifbet lay in the way to their boats, they 
were obliged to make a large circuit through a deep 
%amp, purfued by both parties, Who followed them 
' L 3 clofe 
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clpfe on each fide for fome miles. They trayerfed 
It at laft with cxceffive toil, and flieltercd them, 
felvcs in a wood that ftood at the further end of it^ 
Here the Britilh troops ceafed the purfuit. The 
Provincial commander was taken, with about two 
Jiupdred of his men. 

The ftrength of the Britilh army in this Province 
was now fuch, that the Provincial* loft all hppes of 
being able to face it. They demolilhed the work.^ 
fhey had erected at tKe confluence of the Sorel into 
fhe river St. Lawrence, and carried off their artillery 
and ftores. General Bvirgoyne landed here with a 
confideratle 4etachmentj in order to advance tq 
rort St, John, while the remainder of the fleet an4 
army failed up the river towards Montreal. They 
found this place abandoned by the Prpvincials.— ? 
After taking pofleflion of it, the main-body fet for* 
^ards to join General Burgoyi^e, againft whpra it 
was not doubted the Provincials would coUedt alj 
their fqrce, and make a refolute ftand. 

In expedtation of fuch an event, he proceeded 
with great qrder and circumfp^dtion along the So^ 
i.8th Jun<{, rel ; but on his arrival at St John's, he 
177^- found, that after deftroying ^11 tbat\cQul4 
pot be carried off, the Prqvincii^ls had i^t fire to tlie 
place. They had done the fame at Ch^amblee, and 
burned all the velfels and craft which were top hea-* 
,vy to drag up the rapid ftream of fome parts pf thisi 
river. They made no flop, as it was thought they 
would have done, at Nutlfland, at the entrance of 
Lake Champlain, but crpffed it over immediately 
to Crown Ppint. This retreat was conduified with 
great care and prudence by General "SuUiyan.— • 
Though conftaptly purfued, and often on the point 
pf being furrqunded by the numerous bodies that 
kept clqfe upon him, yet he found means, by great 
yigilancje and fpeed, to extricate himfelf from the 
^^ay djuigers to which he was continually expofed, 
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from an a&ive, an intrepid, and a fuperior enemy 
His merit on this occafipn was publicly acknowledg- 
ed by the thanks of Congrefs. 

Thus was a final end put to all hoftiiities in Ca- 
nada. The Provincials loft in their expedition into 
this Province many of their beft officers, and great 
numbers of their braveft foidiers, ^To- fay nothing 
of General Montgomery, the lofs of whom was equal 
to that of an army, others of great, though inferior s 
worth, were either flain or captured. In their re- 
treat it was computed, that from the day when they 
broke up their camp before Quebec, to that of their 
arrival at Crown Point, their lofs in killed, prifon- 
ers, a^d dead through wounds and illnefs, amonnt- 
ed to little lefs than a thoufand men ; of wliom, be- 
^des thofe who fell, or were taken in the engage- 
ment near Three Rivers, and in various fkirmilhes, 
no lefs than four hundred fell at one time into the 
hands of the Britilh troops at the Cedars, a place 
about fifty miles higher up than Montreal, 

But if the Provincials were compelled to quit 
Canada on the one hand, the Britiih army could not 
improve its fuccefles on the other. The Lake 
;Champlain lay between it and the former, who were 
entirely mailers of its navigation, and had a number 
of armed veflels in readinefs to impede its paflage^ 
It became therefore neceffary to conttrudl a fufficient 
number to fecure it ; but this required much time 
and labour. Six veffels, completely armed and 
equipped for this purpofe, were arrived from Eng* 
land; but the falls at Chamblee rendered it ini- 
pradicable to bring them up into the Lake. It noW" 
appeared abfolutely indifpenfible to take them to 
pieces, and re-conftrudl them, as well as many 
others, in order to gain poffeffion of the Lake, 
and to tranfport the Britiih forces to the other Ihore. 

While thefe tranfaiftions were taking place in 

tl^e QOfthern parts of the American continent, -the 
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fouthcrn Provinces were no lefs agitated. In North 
Carolina, Governor Martin, though obliged to fly 
for Ihelter on board a Ihip, was not the lefs de- 
termined to' exert his aftivity in the caufe for which 
he fuffered. He had formed a projeft for the re- 
duction of this Province to obedience, of which 
he was not the only perfon who had conceived very 
fanguine hopes. 

There was at this time in North Carolina, a 
; refolute. and unruly clafs of men, known by. the 
name of Regulators. They had long lived inde- 
pendent, in a manner, of all regular controiil.-^ 
They had been confidered as rebels by the King's 
Governors, and they were held in much the fame 
light by the new government, to which they were 
remarkably averfe. With thefe, and the emigrants 
from the Highlands of Scotland, who compofed a 
confiderable body. Governor Martin had formed 9. 
connexion, by means of which he promifed him- 
felf to reduce this Province to fubjeftion. The 
courage and the fidelity of the Highlanders to the 
Britilh caufe, he was well affured of; and he was 
no lefs confident of the attachment of the Regula«p 
tors, and of their great fuperiority in arms to the 
other inhabitants of the Province. They were ah 
adlive and hardy race of men, ufed to continual 
motion, and from their manner of living, Angu- 
larly expert in the handling of their fire-arms* — 
They were not a little dreaded by the refidue of 
'their countrymen, who from habits of indulgence 
and eafe, did not incline to thwart them, as know- 
ing from the daringnefs of their difpofition, that 
they were pot to be molefted with impunity, and 
from their numbers that they would prove a danger-? 
ous and powerful enemy. 
* CommifBons were fent to the heads of thefe peo-^ 
pie for the raifing of feveral regiments. Colonel 
^acdoqald;^ a braver and enterprizing officer, wa,* 
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appointed their GefteraU By the Governor's direc- 
Feb. tion, he eredled the King's itandard, and 
1776. publiihed a proclamation, by which all men 
were fummoned on their allegiance to repair to it, 

Exclufive of this force, which Was confiderable, 
and on the exertions of which he placed much reli- 
ance, the Governor's confidence was further in- 
creafed by the intelligence that a powerful arma- 
ment, and a large body of regular troops, were def- 
tined to att in the Carolinas, and were making the 
beft of their way to his afSftance, 

But the Provincial Aflembly were fully fenfiblc 
of the danger of fufFering a man of fuch activity 
and refolution as Governor Martin, to re-iK)ffefs 
himfelf of the power of which they had deprived 
him. They colleAed, with all poffible diligence, 
the whole ftrength of which they were mafters, 
and in the mean time difpatched luch force as was 
in readinefs, to oppofe the Royalifts. It was com- 
manded by General Moore, who with fome cannon, 
took poffeffion of a ftrong poll near them, which 
he fortified- Here he was fummoned by General 
Macdonaldtojointhe Royal ftandard, under pain of 
being treated as an enemy. His anfwer was, that 
if they would fubfcribe an oath of fidelity to the • 
Congrefs, and lay down their arms, they fliould 
meet with the ufage of friends, and the raih pro- 
ceedings of which they had been guilty fhould be^ 
forgiven. But if they perfifted in an infurreftlon; 
which, from their want of fufficient ftrength to 
fupport it, they muft be confcious would end un- 
fuccefsfully, they muft expedt the fevereft treat- 
ment. 

The Provincials were in a few days fo power- 
fully reinforced, that they amounted to near eight 
thoufand men. Such a fuperiority compelled the 
Royalifts to provide for their fafety by a precipitate 
fetfeat, T\i^iT want of artillery h^d prevented theiii 
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/rom attacking the Provincials in their trenches, 
while they had the advantage of numbers; and 
they now law, when too late, the temerity of their 
undertaking. They confifted indeed of near two 
thoufand men, but were unprovided with many ne- 
ceflaries. In this fituation they trufted their intre- 
pidity would mak^ amends for deficiencies. They 
were by this time almoft inclofed by the enemy ; 
but by dmt of refolution and dexteritj^, they dif- 
^ngaged themfelves, and by forced marches through 
woods and difficult . paffes, they forced their way, 
the fpace of fourfcore jniles, and in fpite of the 
enemy's continual efforts to intercept them, gained 
Moore's Creek, within fixteen miles of Wilming- 
ton, where they expeAed to be joined by Governor 
Martin and General Clinton, who was lately arrive4 
with a confidetable detachment. 

But this junftion was efFeftually prevented by the 
Provincials, who purfued his party fo clofely, that 
in order to avoid them, Colonel Macdonald judged 
it neceffary to attempt the paflTage of the Creek, 
potwithftanding a body of the enemy lay on the 
other fide, under Colonel Cafwell, with works well 
lined with men, and provided with artillery. But 
the place where the .attempt was made, not being 
fordable, the royalifts were obliged to crofs over 
a wooden bridge, of which the Provincials, not 
having time to pull it down entirely, had taken up 
the planks. They had, however, by greafing the 
beams and remaining timbers, rendered them fo 
flippery, and unfafe to tread upon, that on the Co- 
lonel's party advancing, they could not make good 
their footing any where. In this condition, they were 
Feb. 2 7th, affailed on all fides by fuperior numbers, 
1 77^' and totally defeated, after lofing their 
braveft officers and men. Among thofe was Captain 
Macleod, with feveral other Highlanders, who fell 
gallantly Vith their broad-fwords in their hands, 
. * Their 
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Their General, and moft of their leaders were takea 
J>rlfoners, and the reft betook themfelves to flights 

Had, this infurredlion fucceeded in the manner 
propofed, it would have proved of eflential fervicc 
to the caufe of government, by the junAion of thofe 
numbers in the back fettlements, who were waiting 
the arrival among them of the regular troops they 
had been promifed. Nor would they have remained 
inaftive on this occafion, had they not been deficient 
Jn arms, and efpecially in ammunition. But this 
failure put an end to the whole fcheme, and difpi- 
irited the royalifts from attempting any other. The 
Provincials were now fo thoroughly upon their 
jguard, and fo well prepared, that no further expec- 
tation was entertained of making any impreffion 
upon them. Their force appeared to be much 
more confiderable than it had ever been imagined* 
They had, in the fpace of a fortnight, affembled 
near twelve thoufand men, well armed and accou« 
tered* Before the prefent troubles, they had ftood 
in perpetual awe of the regulators ; but neceffity 
had taught them the ufe of arms ; and the fuc- 
cefs they now met with, gave them a courage and 
poh^dence they had not felt before. 

In Virginia the royalifts, under Lord Dunmorc, 
jnet with no lefs difappointments. The fleet on 
board of which they had taken refuge, continued to 
infeft. the rivers and the coafts of that Province ; but. 
as the ftiores were well guarded, no defcent could 
be ventured, 'and no refrelhments could be procur- 
ed. This made their condition highly diftrefsful. 
The exceffive heat of the climate, added to the 
badnefs of the water, and want of wholefome pro- 
vifions, and th^ perpetual confinement of fuch mul- 
titudes in fmall unroomy v^lfels, produced a pefti- 
lential fever among them,* which proved extremely 
jfatal;, efpecially to the blacks. In this deplorable 
jituation, they w^f ^ 4f f^^^ ^^"^9^ eyerv road and 
'" ' ' ' - . f . creek 
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creek by their incenfed countrymen. It was found 
at lall indifpenfibly ncceffary, in order to avoid pe^? 
rilhing through want of food, to quit this fatal and 
inhofpitable coaft. After fetting fire to the leaft 
valuable of their veffels; thefe unfortunate fugi- 
tives failed with about fifty remaining to them, fome 
to Florida, others to Bermuda and the Weft ladi* 
illands. 

While the affairs of Congrefs profpcred in this 
manner in North Carolina and Virginia, they were 
carneftly employed in forming a marine. In the 
beginning of march, they difpatched Cornmodorc 
Hopkins, with a fquadron of five frigates, to the, 
Bahama iflands. He landed on the principal one, 
called Providence, and brpught off the ordnance 
and military ftores ; but the powder, which was his 
chief objeft, had been conveyed away. In his re- 
6th April, turn, he took feveral prizes, and fell in 

'77^- with the Glafgow frigate, commanded 
by Captain Tyrringham Howe, in company with a 
tender ; this latter was taken ; but the Glalgow 
made a refolute defence, and efcaped, notwithftand^ 
iflg the fuperiority of the enemy, 

It was hoped, however, at home, that the expe** 
dition that was now preparing againft South Caro- 
lina, would compenfate for the ill fuccefs that had 
attended the Britifh affairs in the neighbouring Pro* 
vinces. A fquadron was fitted out at Portfmouth, 
which failed from thence in December ; but met 
with fuch unfavQurable \yeather, that it did not 
reach Cape Fear, in North Carolina, till the enfu- 
ing May. Here it was unhappily detained by a con- 
currence of accidents till the end of the month ; 
during which time the j>eople at Charles Town had 
full leifure to make what further preparations they 
judged requifite, againfl: the attack which they now 
plainly perceived was meditated againft them. 

The 
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The fquadron which was commanded by Sir Peter 
Parker, confifted of two Ihips of fifty guns, four o£ 
thirty, and two of twenty, an armed fchooner, and 
a bomb-ketch. The land forces were under Lord 
Cornwallis, and Generals Clinton and Vaughan* 
At the time they proceeded on this expedition, they 
had no intelligence of General Howe^s motions*. 
He ha*ddifpatched a veffel with inftruftions for their 
purfuing other meafures than thofe they had in con- 
templation ; but through a coniplication of difficul- 
ties and delays, flie did not arrive at Cape Fear till 
the fquadron had left it* 

In the beginning of June, this fquadron anchored 
off Charles Town Bar. It was neceflary for the 
twolargeft ftiips to take out their guns, before they 
could crofs it ; and though lightened as much as 
pfafticable, they touched the gound, and were fe- 
veral times In danger of flicking fafl. 

The Commander in Chief of the Provincials upon 
this occafion, was General Lee* ije had exerted 
himfelf with remarkable aftivity in putting New 
York" in a flate of defence againft the attack which 
had been fufpefted from General Clinton. He had„ 
with the fame expedition, provided for the fecurity 
of the coafls of Virginia, and of North Carolina;* 
and was now employing himfelf with equal dili- 
gence for the proteftio'n of Charles Town. 

After croffing the Bar, the next obflacle to be 
furmouitted, was a fort on the fouth weft point of 
SuUivan^s ifland ': it x:ommanded the paffage to 
Charles Town, which lay fix miles further to the 
weft. Though lately begun, and not completely; 
finifhed, it was in a flronger flate than reprefented 
to the Britifh commanders ; who knowing the force 
with which it would be attacked, and depending on 
the valour of their people, did not hefitate in re- 
volving to alTail it immediately. 

To 
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To the eaftward of Sullivan's, lies Long Iflahd^ 
feparated from it by fome flioals, and a cfeek, faid 
to be fordable at low water, and not above two feet 
deep : oppofite this ford, the Provincials had poll* 
cd a ftrohg body with cannon and intrfenchments^ 
General Lee was encamped on the maiil land ; from 
■«vhich there was a communication to Sullivan'j 
ifland, by a bridge of boats, over which he could 
throw fuccours at pleafure, to fupport the bod/ 
of men polled there in order to obftruft the paffagc 
of the Britifli troops. 

The iituation of thefe upon Long Ifland was ex* 
tremcly incommodious* It was a mere heap o/ 
fand, without tree or flielter of any kind, where 
they flood expofed to the burning heat of the funf 
in the hotteft feafon of the year. The inconvenien- 
cies which attended the fleet and army were indeed 
exceffive* The water they drank was extremely 
brackilh, and their provifions were both indifferent 
and fcanty. • Notwithftanding the great aftivity 
with which they laboured to forward their prepa- 
rations, unexpected and unavoidable delays retarded 
the execution of many of the purpofes necelTary. ta^ 
complete them. Near a whole month was confum- 
ed in this manner, which afforded the enemy ampltf 
time to improve every advantange that could >e 
fuggefled. 

The twenty-eighth day of June, dl things being 
inreadinefs, the bomb-keteh began the attack in; 
the morning, by throwing Ihells'^at fort SuUivanv 
About mid-day, the two fifty gun ihips, and two' 
thirty gun frigates, came abreafl: of , the fort, and 
began a fevere cannonade. Three other frigates 
took their flat!on between the ifland and Charles 
Town, with an intent to enfilade the batteries . of ^ 
the fort, and to Cut off, at the fame time, the com- 
munication of the ifland with the main land, there-* 
Dy to prevent its receiving fucc^ursy and th^ gar-* 
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rifon from retreating. This polition, too, would 
have objftruAed any attempt from fire Ihips to in- 
terrupt the main attack. But thefe purpofes were 
all fruftrated by the ignorance of the pilot, who led 
the frigates into the Ihoals, where they all ftuck 
faft. Two of them were, however, difentangled ; 
but they received fo much damage, that they were 
unfit for the ftrvice propofed ; and the other was 
fet oii fire, that flie might not fall into the hands of 
the enemy. 

In the mean time, a heavy and inceffant fire 
continued between the fhips and the fort. The 
Provincials behaved on* this occafion with a coverage 
and coolnefs that aftoniflied the Britifti officers and 
feamen ; the execution they did was dreadful. — 
Never was attack made with more intrepidity, nor 
defence with nciore deliberate valour. Thofe wha 
had been in various encounters of this fort, con- 
curred in declaring that they had never been witnef- 
fes of fo refolute a refinance. 

The Briftol having loft the fprings upon her ca- 
ble, which were Ihot away, lay fome time terribly 
raked by the enemy^s fire. They difchargcd a great 
quantity of red-hot balls, and fet her twice in 
flames. The behaviour of Captain Morris, her 
commander, was extraordinary in every refped: : — » 
After receiving five wounds, he ftill remained upo» 
deck, till obliged to quit it, in order to undergo 
the amputation of his arm ; after which he undaunt- 
edly returned to his Hation, and received two wound? 
more ; the laft of which was from a red-hot bally 
which took him in the belly, and put an end to hi^ 
life. 

Such was the {laughter an b6ar<f the Briftol, that 
every officer and feaman upon her quarter-deck was 
either killed or wounded, excepting the Commo- 
dore, Sir f eter Parker, who flood alone unhurt, 
and conducted himfelf throughout the whole of this 

deftruc- 
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deftnidlive day with great intrepidity and prefeno^ 
of mind. Captain Scott, of the Experiment, be- 
haved with no lefs bravery ; and befides the lofs of 
an arm, was otherwife fo dangeroufly wounded, 
that his life was defpaired of. 

The execution from the Britilh fliipping was 
very confidetable ; but the works of the fort lay fo 
low, that numbers of the ihot flew pver, and they 
were of fuch a nature, as to Hand the weight of very 
heavy metal, without being eafily demoliihed^— - 
They were compofed of palni-trees, and earth very 
thickly intermixed. During the height of the at- 
tack, the batteries of the ^ort remained fo long 
filent, that the aflailants concluded the fort had 
been abandoned : but this filence was only Qccaiion- 
cd through want of powder; they had expended 
all their flock, and were obliged to wait for a frefti 
fupply from the camp on the main-land. 

It had been expedted, that the troops polled on 
Long Ifland would have participated in the opera- 
tions of this day, by fording over Sullivan Creek 
at low water, forciftg the enemy's intrenchmentsy 
arid marching up to the fort ;. but the depth of watec 
proved much greater, upon trial, than had been 
imagined ; the works thrown up by the enemy, 
were found, on a nearer approach, much llronger 
than they had at firft appeared ; their numbers and 
artillery far more formidable ; and the pofition of 
General Lee fuch as to enable himi to overpower 
Tivlth cafe, any force that could have been brgught 
to aft againft him. 

This dreadful engagement lafted till darknefs ob- 
liged the Bricifh fquadron to give over. The tide of 
^bb. was nearly at the loweit, and it was drawing 
towards ten, when the Commodore, having done all 
that fkill and courage could prompt a brave officer 
to do upon fuch an occafion, thought proper to dif- 
continue an ad:ioa which no longer afforded any 
z pofli- 
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pbffibiUty of fuccefs. From the time the engage- 
ment commenbed, to that when the fliips drew off, 
ten full hours were Counted; a long fpace for fo 
clofe ahd inceffant a conflict ! 

The Biiftol and the Experiment were fo much 
damaged, that it was apprehended they could not 
be got over the bar.. This, however, through gf ejtt 
Ikili and labour, was accomplifhed, to the uttcfr 
aftonilhment of the Provincials, who had conceived 
it impraAicable. The frigates fuffered alfo cori- 
fiderably, though not proportionably to the krge 
Ihips, at which the Provincials principally direft- 
ed their fire* 

It had been hoped that the bomb-ketch, which 
t;arried a mortar of a peculiar conftruftion^ would 
liave proved highly ferviceable in annoying the 
€ticmy ; but whether it proceeded from overcharge 
ing it^ on account of the diftance at which Ihe was 
jftatiohed, or , fome defeft in the manner of fixing 
that engine, the bed that held it was in a fliorc 
time fo loofened, that it became of no'ufe. 

Great was the applaufe bellowed upon.Colonel 
Moultrie, who commanded in Fort Sullivan, and 
to whofe intrepid behaviour, the fuccefsful defence 
of it was in a very great meafure owing. He 
was well feconded by his oiEcers ; and great gal- 
lantry, and even heroifm, were difplayed by fome 
of the fubalterns. A ferjeant of grenadiers, named 
Jafper, feeing the flag-ftaiF fhot away, jumped from 
one of the embrafures upon the beach, took up the 
flag, fixed it on a fpunge-ftafF, and amidft a ftorm 
<rf Ihot, remounted the merlon, and leifurely fixed 
it in its former place* For this uncommon adt of 
bravery, he was publicly prefented with a fword of 
value by the Provincial Prefident, and was alfo pro- 
moted. Another ferjeant, whofe name was Mac- 
donald, being mortally wounded by a cannon-ball, 
^ I die,'* faid he, in his laH mOitients, " for a glo- 
• Vol. II. No* t^. M rious 
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rious caufe ; but I hope it will not expire witfl 
me**' — A fentiment not unworthy of the greateft 
charaders mentioned in hiftory. 

The number of killed and wounded on board 
the Britifli fquadron, amounted to near two hund- 
red* Thofe of the enemy could not be afcertained; 
but their lofs muft have been confides^le^ a^ moft 
of the guns of the fort were difmounted, and freit 
reinforcements poured in during the whole time of 
tl^e engagement. 

Uncommon fpirit appeared on this occafion 
^mong all the people who accompanied this ex- 
pedition. A number of volunteers offered them- 
felves, and adked with great bravery. ' At the head 
of thefe was Lord William Campbell, Governojr 
of South Carolina, whofe courage prompted him 
to undertake the command of the lower-deck guns 
of the Briftoi, a ftation of peculiar danger. Many 
of the feartien belonging to the Ihips of war, being 
tinable, through illnefs, to attend their duty, the 
failors on board the tranfports courageotiily fupplied 
their places. 

• The behaviour of the Americans in this, and 
the various ,. military tranfaftions that had taken 
place fince 0ie commencement of hoftilities, though 
It did not difmay, yet it highly furprized the Bri- 
tiih officers and foldiers employed againft them/— - 
iLxpefting from the general information they had 
received, that they were a people unapt for war, 
from the life of peace and plenty to which they 
had been ufed, they could not help expreffing their 
aftonilliment at the proofs they were continually 
meeting how wrongly they had been informed.—* 
The truth was, that notwithftandihg the profperity 
6f their domeftic circumftanccs/ their habits were 
by no means effeiliinate ; their difpofitidns, as al- 
ready hinted, were~j:emarkably' adive, and their 
occllpar^o^s tended equally to invigorate their bo- 
dies^ 
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aie6, and Iharpen their minds. But that, which of 
all other caufes, was the moft powerful and efficient 
in ftimulating them to a<3: with refplution, was that 
very infinuation of tlieir waiit o^ cdurage and capa-* 
city for war. It proved a conftant fpur in all their 
fenterprizes ;ighey were continually .reminded of it 
by their leaders; it filled them with refentmcnt and 
indignation ; and, together with the intiniate per- 
fuafion of the juftice of their caufe^ animated them 
cfF(?ftuaUy in fupporting iti . ^ - . — 
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CHAP. XX. 

Ikclaraiiim of Ind^fenienijif^^ 

WHILE thcfe various tranfaftions Were ta- 
king place in tke different Provinces' 
throughout America, the Congrefs was deeply en^ 
gaged in the preparation of that event which began; 
how to be univcrfidly expcfted. 

A eircuhr addrefs was fent to every Colony, fta« 
ting fcveral reafons for whieh they judged it necef* 
fary that the authority of the Crown and L^ifla^ 
turc of Great Britain Ihould be totally fupprefled^i 
and the powers of government affumed refpeftively 
by the Aflembty of each Province. 

They founded the juftice and propriety of thi^r 
meafure, on the c(Midu£fc held by Great Britain du* 
ting a long time paft, but efpecially on the detef« 
minations contained in the prohibitory ad: lately paf-^ 
fed, by which all intercourfe was fbrbi^en with thr 
IThirteen United Colonies.. An interdidion of thhr 
kind, was, in their opinion, a formal exelufion from- 
that proteftion which the Crown owed to its fnbjeds^^ 
They were, in faft, declared outlaws, and lay expefed 
to all people's mercy; They had nothipg lurther to 
expeA but ill ufageand depredation ; and they were 
by proclamation, given over to be plun<fered an^ 
defpoiled of their property by all who could fcize 
upoif it. Such was, they faid, the anfwer they 
had received to the dutiful and humble petition* 
they had prefented to the Britilh throne^ in the name 
©f all^the inhabitants of America, for a friendly rq- 

dre^ 
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drdi of ^ievanpes^ k order to a fincare aiifd permaf- 
nefic reconciliation. 

So determined and irrevocable waa the refolntion. 
of Britain to eftabliih an arbitrary governn^ns in 
the Colonies^ that not content with levyir^ Qumer^ 
ous armies, and equipping powerful fket& at honie 
for that pui^fe, flie had applied to her foreign air 
lies for the aififtance of their troops, and was now ^ 
preparing to invade the American continent withaU 
the force her treafures could procure. 

For thefe reafons, it was indifpenfibly incumbeftt 
upon them to unite their arms and councils with the 
greateft vigour, unammity, and fpeed. The d^nr 
^r was manifeft and imminent ; the exertions they 
had hitherto made, though confiderahle^ muA now 
be increafed in a proportion with thofe of their ene^ 
lilies. As thefe had divefted themfeives of all man- 
ner of regard and feeling for the Americans, they 
Were no longer bound to confider them as their 
founders and parc^nts, and were in all reafon, abr 
folved from any farther allegiance to that iHonarchy 
and nation. 

Engliihmen, faid they, are no longer governed 
by thofe maxims of equity and moderation, that 
Ic^ them to confider us as brethren. National pride, 
and criminal infhience, have dellroyed that iate* 
grity and benevolence with which thjey ufed fiQ^atr 
l»nd to our concerns. Adminiftration, for a feries 
0f years, have been our declared enemies, and def> 
potifm is the fyftem they h^ve long defigned for the 
Colonies. The queftion is now, whether we Ihall 
perfevere in the refinance we have begun, or pufili- 
ianimoufly lay down thofe arms which we have hi^ 
therto employed with honour and fuccefs ? 

Such was the purport of the reprefentations made 

by Congrefs and its adherents. They were the na^ 

tural refult of the impreffions: made upon them by 

the dread they felt at the vail preparations to reduce 

M 3 them. 
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them. "They now imagined that miniftry intended 
to realize their fears, and to compel them'to the 
jxioft fervile fubmiffion. 

Until this apprehenfion began to prevail, what-y 
ever might have, been the fecret views of individuals, 
the Colonifis did not think themfelves neceflitated 
to carry their oppofition any farther than to prevent 
the defigns of. miniftry from taking place. They 
infifted on no more than the enjoyment of their an- 
cient claims : a reconciliation on thefe terms was 
the utmoft of their demands ; and they had not yet 
foftered the idea of tearing |;hemfelves afunder from 
a people from whom they derived their origin, and 
with whom a variety of powerful motives had long 
contributed to cement, and ftiU coQtinu^d tQ fup- 
port their conncdlion, 

Thofe, who relying on the temper and circumr 
Hances of the times, had indulged themfelves in the 
formation of another plan, and whofe ideas went 
•much farthef than thofe of the generality, had not 
ytt dared to unfold their minds. The^ public wa$ 
not yet fufficiently irritated to countenance their nur 
tions, and to eradicate old habits of attachment. 
T But the news of what was tranfafting in Britain, 
jexcited an alarm of a different kind from any of the 
•former. Complaints and anger at the. behaviout of 
the Colonifts, had been followed by threats, and 
afterwards by an attempt to compel them tQ obedi- 
ence ; but ftill the quarrel remained confined to the 
fubjeds of Britain; they were the fole parties con-- 
Cerned, and all hope was not yet extinguiflied of 
compofing thefe unhappy diffentions without foreign 
interpofition. 

But when they faw the fphere of difcord enlarged 
by the affociation of ftrangers to this domeftic dif- 
pute, they began, to be perfuaded, that thofe who 
bad acGufed the Britilh miniftry of entertaining the 
moH. finifter defigns^ were well founded. They 
.*'"". ' were 
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VefTc now convinced that flavery or deftrudion war- 
the alternative intended for them in the councils of 
Britain. ? • 

This cpnviftion fliortly became general, and ope* 
rated with prodigious efFeft : it expelled all the re- 
maining fentiments of refped and regard for the 
parent ftate, and wrought a revolution in the minds 
Off many, which paved the way for that which fome- 
time after entirely changed the face of affairs on the 
northern continent of America. 

Numerous were the publications on this occalion, 
tfending to inflame the public againft the meafures 
of the Britifh government. Many of them were 
compofed with great art and energy ; but none was 
fo much read, apd had fuch diiFufive influence, as . 
that which appeared under the title of Common 
Senfe. 

It was in every refpeft a bold and animated per- 
formances As it fpoke the language and opinions 
of a large proportion of the people, it was received 
with vaft applaufe, and recommended as a work re- 
plete with truth, and againft which toone but the 
partial and prejudiced would form any objeftloris. 

The reaionings and arguments contained in thefe 
various writings, filled all companies and conver- 
fetions, and excited a fpirit of inquiry' and difcuflion 
into the rights of human nature, and fociety at 
large, fuch as had never been exceeded, if ever 
equalled, in any country in chriftendom. 

The ingenuity and eloquence with which the ad- 
vocates of America fupported the caufe of their 
country againft the claims of Great Britain, were of 
a peculiar caft. They denoted men whd had dived 
deep into the fubjeft, and were determined to 
bring to light the fruit of their lucubrations, and to 
avail themfelves of every plea, however it might 
prove out of the common track, or offend eftabliih- 
fid epinions, or wound the pride of thofe who build 
s M 4 their 
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their authority on the weaknefs and credulity of^ 
ms^nkind. . All fuch reftraints vaniihed before in- 
dividuals, who from their fituation, had nothing. 
to api^rehend from thofe of whom they were to in- 
validate the pretenfions or to leflcn the charader*. 
The more freely they fpoke of crowns and fcepters, 
the more they knew their maxims would be accept- 
able to a people, whofe unpliant difpofition could 
be^r fubmiffion to no power but their own. 

They were now, faid they, involved in a conteft^ 
of more importance than any that had agitated the 
world for many ages. The difpute was not between? 
ftates contending for fome towns or territories ; the 
deftiny of an immenfe continent was at ft^kc : the 
interefts they wejre defending were thofe pf whole 
nations yet to cqme : the decifion of this difpute. 
would reach many ages into futurity ; and their pof^ 
terity, long after th^y were no more, wpi|ld h^ve 
^niple caufe either to refpeft or to defpife their me^ 
wory. 

Years Jiad revolved fince peace and reconciliation/ 
had been the con4:inual fubjed of their thoughts, 
their entreaties, and their endeavours: but they 
now were called upon to attend to other obje^s* 
The fword was drawn, blood had been Ihed ; there- 
was no more room for friendly difcuifions. They had 
entered upon another fcene, and muft now aft the . 
part of men who had a new charadter to fupport* 

There were people among them, who, cafting, 
their ey^ls on the Ipng connexion that had fubfifted 
between Great Britain and her Colonics, imagined 
that its protediion was necefiary for their weltare j, 
but though while in their infancy it was offer- 
vice, they were now matured into a nation, and 
wanted it no longer. It was become dangerous, as. 
they that are able to proteft, may think themfelves' 
i^titled to rule* 

Th^^ 
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Theconnedtoa with Great Britain carried a fplen* 
did appearance; but how dearly muft it be pur*, 
cjhafed ? Her honour and her intcrefts often led her 
tg take part in thofe quarrels that were almoft per- 
petual on th^ continent of Europe. Her enemies, 
^f CQUife, were no Icfs thofe of America, aiKi every 
4ifafter that befel l^r, muft be participated by tlm 
continent. 

The viciffitudes that time introduces into all hu- 
xpan affairs, would certainly put a period at laft to 
the fovereignty of Britain over America. The fooner 
1% w^ done,i th^ better for both : fli? would free 
herfelf from everlafting contentions^ and from a. 
precarious authority ; and America would eftabliflx 
that form of government which f\jitfd her fituatioHy 
^nd the inclinations of her inhabitants- 
Nature ^coul^jROt intend that countries fo dif- 
tant from each other, ihould be fubjeft to the fame 
government* What an abfurdity for men to fail 
i|iree thoufand miles in order to receive dired:iona 
from ftrangers how to manage their domeftic coni? 
ceras ? Was it not more rational, as well as\more 
hqpourable, that the feat of government in a great 
nation, and e^tenfive country, Ihould be at home ? 
Was it not a meannefs unfupportable to generous 
minds, to be foliciting, as favours, what they could 
demand as rights ? To depend upon the will and 
capricioufnefs of a foreign miniftry, for the fettle-r 
ment of bufinefs in which they had no intereft, from 
the nature of things were little acquainted with, 
and could not therefore be competent to fuper^r 
ifitend? 

Great Britain and America could no longer truft 
e^H other. The feud between them was of a deadly? 
naiture, and had deftroyed all mutual confidence. 
They were become, in fad, two feparate ftajes; 
and their interefts weje wholly, different. Where 
fufpicipo reigned^ friendihip coiild i^ot fybfift* Bri- 

;aii| 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



l86 HI8T01Y0T T H E 

tain had clearly ihown, that ihe meant to ruk with^ 
out controul ; and America had evidently made it 
appear, that Ihe would not obey. ' Such being the 
determination on each fide, what end could be an- 
fwered by talking of any other niethod of recohci^' 
Itation than a treaty of peace ? This might take 
place in order to avoid efFufioa'of blood ; but a re* 
turn to their former Hate of fubordination to Great 
Britain, was a fituation for which the Colonies were 
no longer calculated : they too much felt their owtt* 
weight and importance : friends they might poffibly 
become ; but not fubjefts to Britain : nor could 
even this be expedred, until ftie had recognized the 
juftnefs of this requifition, and treated with them 
on the footing of equals. 

A reconciliation with Great Britain on the terms 
of dependence, would involve America in continual 
fcenes of domeftic' trouble and inconveniency. The 
jcaloufy of Britain would labour covertly toobftruft 
all improvements, and to ftint the growth of her- 
ikrength and profperity. The Colonies, on the 
other hand, would not ftrive with lefs zeal to coun- 
ttXB& fuch endeavours : thefe would neceffarily 
produce hatred and miftruft in the Americans. They 
would of courfe exprefs their refentment, and again 
betake themfelves to r^efiflance. What other re^- 
remedy could they recur to i The negative right 
veiled in the Crown, w^ould be conftantly eiercifed 
in oppoiing every beneficial fcheme they propofed ; 
their induftry would be cramped at homcj, and dif-^ 
eouraged abroad ; and every impediment thrown in 
their way, that rivalfhip could fuggeft. Thus, to 
be reconciled with Britain on the old plan, would 
be to admit among them their moft inveterate ene-? 
my, in quality of ^ friend and protedtor. The ab- 
furdity of fuch a conduft was fo obvious, that it 
w^s furprifing the Britilh miniftry Ihould entertain 
... ,_ .. , ..... Jo 
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fd contemptible an opinion of the Colonifts^ as ta 
hope they might be prevailed upon to adopt it, 

The profpeft- of the miferies refulting from fuch» 
a condition, juftified their determination never to 
fubipit to it. They had therefore the clcareft right 
to take up arms in order to preferve themfelves from 
fo great a calamity. They were not the aggreflbrs ; 
they afted purely on the defenfive: their claims 
were not inj.urious to fociety ; they were modeft an4 
founded on fimple reafbn ; therefore they were jud. 
The Colonies had now attained to that maturity of 
political growth and vigour, which entitled them 
to refped: and confideration in the .world. They 
clainied what was in confequence their lawful due, 
the rank and the rights of a nation. . There were 
many ftates much inferior to them in power, wealth, 
and popuiatipn, that enjoyed this prerogative ; why 
Should they be denied it ? 

. It was the univeyfal defire th^t th?y fliquld be 
placed op th^ footing of a free ft^te. They were 
fai: removecj frcMii f he .country frpm which their an- 
iceftors originated. . The Jand they dAvelt ii^ furniih- 
ed them with the neceffaries of life in the greatefl: 
abundance, and with many ftaple commodities upon 
which to found an extenfive and beneficial trade 
with every nation in Europe. So fituated, no re-: 
ftraints but thofe of abfolute coercion, would pre- 
vent them from making the moft of the many adr 
vantage? beftowed upon them by nature. But it 
^vas evident that Gre^t Britain would find it very 
difficult to enforce a monopoly, were Ihe able to re- 
tain them under fubje(9:ion* , The vaft extent of 
fX>si& Ihe muft guard with hercruifers, the immenfe 
jra(fts:of land o.ver which ihe muft keep a perpetual 
watch^ wpuid, in fpite of her vigilance, elude the 
regulations Ihe might enadt to preferve the commer- 
cial benefits of America entirely to herfelf. • Other 
Rations ^v9uld come in for an ample fliare, and 
/ > would. 
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wouldy whenever the Americans were cl^firow dT 
an emancipation from the authority of Britain^ afl&d 
th^n with all readinefs in effe^ing it. 

It was therefore no lefs the intereft of other powers 
than their own^ that they Ihould withdraw them- 
felves froin a conn^ftion with which they had everj? 
f eafoR to be highly diffatisfied, and which it was €J0* 
perimentally found, could not be continued witKoue 
being produdive of inceffant altercation. This wai 
itfelf a fufficient motive to engage them to put an 
end to it. 

They had now gone deep into the conteft ; it had 
already coft them dear, and was not probably near 
m end. The wifeft courfe they could purfue, was 
to extend it at once to a nobler object than that 
which gave it rife* This was merely to. pre vent Bri- 
tain from ruling them oppreflively ; but we?e it not 
inore advifable to take a final determination not to 
foiFer Britain to rule them at all ? If they could re- 
fift her opj)reiSon, they could^lfo refill her powejr i 
the firfl depended on the laft. It was a duty they 
owed to themfelves, to attain/ as-foon as pofiible^ 0, 
ftate of fecurity from the grievances of which they 
had fo much complained. If having it in their op* 
tion to remove them for ever, they ihould cdnfenC 
to remain expofed to them, they would be guilty 
of an unpardonable folly. It \yould render a repe- 
tition of the provocations they had endured, highly 
probable J and would tediice them to the neceffity 
ipf rc-commemring anew^ what they had now more 
than bajf completed, 

America was no lefs worthy of holding a place 
among free and independent countries, ^an Britain 
herfelf. In extent it was far fuperior, nor left iq 
%ht variety of its produdtions. The natives werq 
the defcendants of thofe refolute Englifiimen whp* 
left their country in queft of a freedom, which they 
^ould x^ ftnd at honjc j or of thqfe iaduftrious muU 

titude^ 
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Utitdfes Nvlio had aniginted from other paits of Eu» 
rope, to fenjoy^ in this happy cegion cf liberty, that 
toleration of civil and religious fentiments, whicb 
they wcte denied in the land of their nativity* 

Men of this dcfcription were the moft refpcftable 
4^f all eharaders. It was to fuch that nation^ owed 
tfe^ir felicity and grandeur. Adivity and ent erprif- 
ingnefsof difpofition, were the moft ufeful qualifi- 
cations in a ftate* From fuch forefathers they were 
fprung ; and the world bore them witnefs that they 
had not degenerated. 

Superior to Britain in the advantages of foil, equal 
tb it m the merit of its inhabitants, the only infe- 
riority of America was in numbers. But that was 
a deficiency which time was remedying with a rapi-' 
dity that aftonifhed all thofe who beheld it. By fail* 
and unexaggerated computations, the population 
of America was reckoned to double in lefs than 
thirty years. It amounted at the prefent t6 more 
than two millions of white people. What a fund 
was this for increafe, when once delivered from all 
feftraints, and left entirely to the full operation of 
their unincumbered exertions ? 
^ But what need was there to juftify their endest- 
vours to obtain freedom ? It belonged to them of 
#ight. They had purchafed it with their blood at 
Lexingtdn, at Bunker's Hill, and at the many 
other places where they had been called upon ta 
jdlert It, by thofe who would have denied them its 
poflbiBon^ 

America w:as now in its prime. It had attained 
that ftageof political exiftence which h (o emphati- 
cally, and no lefs truly ftiled the youth of nations. 
Now, therefore, was the feafon to employ its eher- 
gy md vigour in aflerting all the pretenfions it could 
form; in fecuring all its rights ; in a word, in efta- 
Miihing its iodependefKC of all fovereignty abroad. 

The 
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The Colonies abounded with ftrong^ healthy^ andf^ 
laborious men, full of courage and refolutiop to» 
maintain the claims and the honour of their country. 
They had motives to animate them in its defence, 
peculiar to thcmfclves. They were poifelTors and 
freeholders of the land they occupied : they didnot^ 
hold it by thofe precarious tenures that degrade the 
rural clafles in Europe : they cultivated it for them- 
fclves : it was in every refped their own : the life 
they led kept them at a diitance from effeminacy ; 
their bodies were robuft^ and their difpofitions' 
manly.' 

In the fmall fpace of time fince the Americans had 
taken up arms, they had exhibited fpecimens of va- 
lour and ability that had furprized their enemies, and- 
attrafted the admiration of Europe. They had fully 
confuted thofe bafe afperfions that reprefented them 
as an unwarlike people, fit only for the occupations 
of peace, and unable to contend with fuch veterans 
as would be employed againll them : but they had 
met thefe veterans more than once in the field, and' 
had not belied the character they had affumed of 
being as ready to figRt for their liberty, as the Eng-^ 
lifli thenifelves had been formerly ; though now 
meanly confenting to forge fetters for their Ameri- 
can fellow fubjedts, 

America need not defpair of furnifliing individuals 
equal to the arduous ta& of conducing their afiairs 
in the field, having already produced men who had^ 
conducted their councils with fo much prudence.^ 
It was in tempeftuous .times like the prefent, that 
men bf genius came forwards, and difplayed their: 
talents to the world. Many an exalted char^dler* 
would hiave lain dormant, but for thofe revolutions 
that call forth and fet ia motion the abilities, of 
ruankind, The formation of ftatefmen and heroes . 
was due chiefly to them. Adlive feeries were a fig- 
nal' for great and capacious minds to Ihow them- 

f«lves ; 
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fclves : they naturally t;opk theb ftationinthemidft 
oifftorms, to increafe, to diredt,. or to allay them 
at pleafure. Nature gave birth to fuch men in all 
countries : but it was chiefly in feafons of trouble 
and confufipn that they ,made their appearance; fucl^ 
only were favourable to thofe who were born to fix 
the deftiny of ftates and nations. 

Without afluming more merit than was due to 
them, the Americans might challenge any people 
to exhibit^ within the fame proportion of *\ne, .a 
larger number of brave and refolute men, of enter- 
prifing commanders, of intrepid jfoldiers, than the 
Colonies had afforded in the few months the opera- 
tions of the field had lafted. They had flatted up un-r 
expefted," and in a manner felf-formed. But fuch 
had, in all ages, been the confequences of ftrug* 
gles for national freedom : all hiftory Ihowed it ; 
and'*they only trod iri the footfteps of thofe patriotic 
champions of their country^ who had preceded 
them in fo many parts of the world ; whole exanl* 
pies had been fo frequently cited and followed by 
others, as well as themfelves ; and would always 
raife up imitators among thofe who had too. much 
fpirit to bear with oppreffion* 

The unioft o( America wjls founded on the 
Ilrongeft tie ; a Common apprehenfion of great 
misfortunes threatened indifcriminately to alL This 
which in appearance was an objeft of terror,, was 
in fift the moil efficient caufe of their fecurity. 
It compelled them to be unanimous and faithful to 
each other. It was therefore the firmeft bafis on 
which tp ereA fuch a conllitution, as would equally 
benefit iand proted: theml The feafon of danger 
was the moft proper, as well as the moft cogent tor 
fuchii pUrpoTe :.. people' then forgot their petty ih* 
terefts, an^ cordially joined for their public good. 
Too much fafety unnerved thofe great paflions on 
ivhich the common welfare fo much depepded.-r 

Were 
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Were America arrived to that pitch oJFopuientre ahij. 
internal prorperity, which muft, in the cotirfe aif 
things, become her portion, it were much to be 
queftioned, whether the fame zeal and fortitude m 
oppofing an enemy, the fame difpofition to encoun^ 
ter hardfhips and difficulties, and above all, whether 
the fame unanimity would have been found among 
them, as now happily charadrerifed the Am^ricaos^ 
JSuch a fituatidn would, with all its advtotages, 
have alio been attended with itsi concomitant flawii 
and deficiencies : corruption wonld have crept iti 
together with excefs of wealth ; pride would havfe 
created thofe odious diftindtions that render one part 
of the community an objed: of flight and indif- 
ference to the other ; parties would, of courfe, havfe 
been more eafily formed in favour of aft enemy, 
whofe niaxims correfponded with the deii]gns of the 

{)roud and the haughty; difunion would nave fol* 
owed, with its conftant attendants, debility aiid 
difpiritednefs. Inftead of the manly refiftaftce that 
how did them fo much honour, the Americans 
would either have tamely and paifively fubmitted to 
whatever Britain had thought proper to prefcribe ; 
or if fonie of them, lefs lunk in degeneracy than 
the rell, had eredled the flandard of liberty, and 
fummoned their countrymen to the comnlon defence 
bf their interefts, they would have been but feebly 
fupported, and muft quickly have yielded to the 
ttiean difpofition of the times, and have conformed 
to the ideas and temper of the majority. 

Such fortunately was not the cafe of America.— 
It was precifely in that fituatioil which is rtioft fa- 
vourable for union and defence. 2 it eonfifted of a 
number of detached parts, which neceffity alone- 
had united for their prefervation ; they felt theif 
fefpedive weaknefs while in a fepiarate ftate, but 
they were no lefs confcious of the ftrength that 
would accrue from their conjundioti. Mutual feel- 
ing 
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ing and fricndflilp gr^w from the ill treatment they 
had received, and the terrors they experienced from 
a common enemy. 

In private life, no attachment was more lading 
than that which arofe from'a participation of adver- 
fity. Men never forgot their reciprocal willingneft 
to affift each other in the day of diftrefs ; they al- 
ways remembered it with a peculiar complacency ; 
and they who had been fincere friends on thefe try* 
ing occafions, never after would become, or remain 
long foes. 

In the fame manner, thofe alliances and aflbcia- 
tions between public bodies, which were the mod 
folid arid lading, as well as profpelrous, had been 
concluded between nations involved in one common 
peril and calamity. In remoter ages, the invafionft 
of the Perfians, by uniting the Grecian republics, 
had rendered them invincible. In later periods, th6 
Cantons of Switzerland had emerged into freedom^ 
by being forced to ftand by each other in oppofing 
the tyranny of their fovereigns ; and the feven pro- 
vinces compofing the Dutch commonwealth, owed 
their, liberty to the fame caufe. 

Thefe illuftrious precedents flood before them 
like fo many invitations to America, to make one 
more in the catalogue of nations delivered from op* 
preffion by their virtue and perfeverance. It might 
with the ftrid:eft truth be added, that the cafe of 
thofe celebrated nations was far from being fo fa- 
vourable as their own. The two laft had a multi- 
tude of obftacles to contend with, from the proxi- 
mity of the enemy, and the perpetual facility with 
which he was able to renew his attacks, and to wea* 
ry out their patience, had not experience proved it 
unconquerable. 

" To thefe examples others might be added, were 
it heceHary. But thefe were fufficiently confpicu- 
ous and fplendid to awaken the people of America^ 

Yql.il Nq. II. N to 
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to a juft fenfe: of their coiKlition,^ and to the proprt^ 
cty of improving the advantages that lay befor* 
them. They were evident and maniJFold. It wa» 
now in their povftr to form at once a republic which 
would become ^t the inilant of its formation, the 
moft potent and refpcdable of any now exifting.-^ 
No iniquitous plans would concur in its eftabUih:^ 
ment ; it would not be foun<kd <m bioodihed and 
conqueft, but on the verv rcverfe ; the fpirit of 
peace and unanimity* Tne mere willingnefs and 
confent of thofe who were to be concerned in form*- 
ing it, were the ot>ly requ^fites wanting to give it 
immediate exiftence. It was therefore to be pre* 
Aimed, that with io noble a profpe& before them, 
there would not be a diffentient voice heard agatnft 
fo beneficial arid honourable a prppofah 
. ^ Fortune teemed to have had thi» great work; longia 
icontemplauon, ai>d to have gradually parepa^red it by 
fuch waysf aad mean^ as^ ibould repder it iafalHble. 
It was now two centuries fince Ihe firft laid the foun* 
dation of her plan. Small wefe the beginnings .by 
which it made its firft appearance ; but even then, fucb 
as could look into fuf urity, fbrefaw and foretold the 
f«ure'deftifty of this immenfe continentf Found- 
ed uader the aufpicas of a great and mighty pepple^ 
colony arofe after colony, and fettkmeius were 
ipread in one continued range a}ong ks wide extend* 
^fhores- 

la the meantime, the feeds of that fpirit which 
now janimates; America, were. plentifully fown every 
wb^re. They were brought from a foil where they 
niore.vigoroufly fructified than in any .other. . The 
fentimeftts, the difpofitions, the governnientof the 
people of .whom the firft enugrators. hftd nia4? a 
part, accompanied them to this new-wOfld. They 
tranfmitted then> Whali^^and efitire $o their defcend.- 
ants, by whom.thejt \yerc faithfijlly conveyed to the 
prefcnt generation. - 
• Thus 
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Thus cvexy. Colony, however it might differ 
trom oi:hers in fomc peculiar modes and forms of 
polity, ftill concurred with each other in retaining 
the dUtentmU of the Engliih conftitution : they knew 
its value,, and prized it accordingly ; in fuch hands 
it fuffered no contaminatioa; and in the various 
modifications through whicji it had pafFed, its fea- 
tures were dear a^xd vifible/ 
. Heuce a communion of ideas and inclinatiojis was 
univerfaUy eJftabliflied anwng ail the Colonies found*- 
ed by Great Britain. They were conftitutionally 
pne and th? fame people, though divided by the 
boundaries that nature has thrown between the dif*» 
fcrcnt parts of this extended region* Whatever 
therefore afFofted any one of them in this important 
tefped, equally affeded all. They had before 
them the leflbns, and what was ftill ftronger, tht 

..examples of the parent ftate, to guide and to au* 
thorife them in the obfarvaixce of the maxims which 
its conftitution fo forcibly inculcated. 
' To the Angular praife of the Americans, they 
had adhered to them with a fidelity which was not 
even found in the mother country. While a great 
proportion of its inhabitants was fo infatuated by 
weak prejudices, as to jembrace opinions contradict- 
tory to the Very eflence of this conftitution, and 
even to affert them with their lives, America re?- 
mained immoveably attached to them, and became^ 
ifl this inftande, an example to Britain. 

A people fo framed, were not to be led out of 
their way by deception, nor to be driven out of it by 

, fear5. They flood :on a ground of which they too 
well knew the foUdity to ^ abandon it. ' No other, 
they were confcious, woirki afford them equal fecu- 
Tity for the advantages they had fo long enjoyed.— 
They, had too much fenfe to cxpeft the continuance 
of them in a change of ficuation,. and were pofleffed 

4)i too much fpirit to refign them upon demand. 

N 2 When 
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When In the plenitude of conqueft tmd ^(fty^ 
Britain began to caft an eye of pride and haugh^ 
tinefs on thefe diftant dependencies, and to di« 
veft herfelf of that complacency with which Ihe 
had hitherto treated them^ America ftill wait- 
ed with patience for a return of her benevo- 
lence» She did not a^il herfelf of the improper 
behaviour of the parent ftate, to caft off a connec- 
tion of which* flxe was not bound to fuffer the con* 
tinuance, whenever it became oppreffive. It was 
borne, however, ten long years, in the midft of in* 
fults and mortifications, on the one part, and of 
intreaties and remonftrances on the other. Pride, 
ambition, and avarice, were the motives that ftimu- 
lated Britain in this unhappy trial of the temper of 
the Colonies. She had lately been ufed to fee her 
enemies at her feet ; Ihe had fpread her triumphant 
banners, and extended her dominion through every 
quarter of the globe ; riches poured in upon her 
fr6m all parts. But in the midft of this grandeur 
and profperity, Ihe forgot that America had ftood 
by. her in its acquifition. She feemed unwil- 
ling to admit her Colonies to a participation of 
her honours and emoluments, and determined to 
confine them to herfelf* She fought to abridge 
them of thofe benefits that refulted from their fitu- 
ation, and to deprive them of thofe rights that be- 
longed equally to both, and without which no peo- 
ple can claim the title of Britifli fubje&s, and can 
only be confidered as the vaffals of Britain. 

But this was an appellation which the fpirit of 
America would not brook. She bad been taught 
to glory in the rank and privileges of Englifhmen ; 
file would give up neither. She was refolvod ufi{^/^^ 
fert them, and was confcious of her ability to do it. ^ 
Britain was unfortunately of opinion, ihe wanted 
both the courage and the means requifite for that 
pUFpcfc; and in that perfuafion, continued tha& 
' - provo^ , 
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provocations^ which roufed at laft the refentment of 
America to a degree that ihowed ihe was deficient in 
neither. t 

In an evil hour did Britain think meanly of thefe 
Colonies : but the day was come which fortune had 
long projeded for their deliverance from a fituation 
unworthy of the greatnefs and importance to which 
they had attained. They were duly fenfible of the 
regard that was owing to them ; and had it been 
properly paid, never would have conceived the de- 
fign of a feparation. They bowed before the parent 
ftate with a refpedl and humility, which neither 
that, nor any other potentate will ever again expe- 
rience. They befought Britain to recolleft, that 
though they were her children, yet they were come 
to their full growth. They would affift her, they 
would bleed, they would die for her; — ^but they 
would not be burthened with the yoke of fervitude. 
* There is unhappily a propenfity in human nature 
to overload thofe who are willing to bear. Long 
had the Colonies acquiefcedin reftridions of var-iout 
forts, on every branch of their external commerce, 
and their internal trade. Accuftomed to peaceable 
obedience from them, Britain imagined it would 
have no bounds. In that imprudent expectancy, 
:^e raflily tranfgreffed all thofe of moderation, and 
iiwaded thofe privileges of whi<;th the poffeffion had 
always been left entire to the Colonifts, on which 
the very exiftence of their freedom depended, and 
which ought therefore to have refnained untouched, 
while Britain meant to fecure them by any other tic 
than that of thraldom. 

Such a chaogeof condud: on the one hand, natu- 
rally produced an alteration of behavitour on the 
other. The bonds of friendfhip once broken, en" 
ipity, as ufual, increafed 4pace ; but according to 
experience, was much greater in the aggreffqr than 
ift ihe fijfferer t America would willingly have. been 
N 3 recon- 
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reconciled ; but the injury came from Britain^ aifd 
and ihe knew not how to forgive. She judged of 
the refentments of America by her own ; and con- 
fiding in the fuperiority of her power, determined 
to crufh an opponent whom flxe^was afraid to truftj 
Compelled to draw the fword in her defence, ftill 
America looked forward with an tye to reconcilia* 
tion. But the arrogance of Britain demanded un- 
conditional fubmiffion. Defpairing of being able 
to foften the rigour of fo unreafonaWe a demand^ 
what meafures were the Colonics to take, but fuch 
as the fpirit and wifdom of thofe who had been in 
the fame circumftances as themfelves, pointed out as 
juft and ncceffary ? 

Bur let not America repine at her fate; it was the 
happieft that could .befal her* If (he knew her own 
intereft, fhe would rejoice at the opportunity and 

. the right jokitiy given her by Britain, to diffolve a 
connexion that muft henceforth prove a fource of 
perpetual embaraffment. The hour was come for the 
Colonics alone to be connected in government, and 
to forrp an exclufive fdvereignty. 

The ftrength of America, when Golle<fted, would 
equally aftonifh and daunt her enemy. Britain relied 
upon the difperfed fituation of the people in her Co- 
lonies, and the fmslUproportion of thofe who would 
take the field. She calculated the rfefources of Ame- 
rica by the rule of European politics^ and fondly be- 
lieved that pacific occupations would prevent the 
Americans from affording fufficient numbers for the 
fupport of their caufe. But herein the leaft attention 
to experience, and to the circumftances of the Co- 
lonifts, would have undeceived her. There are 
cafes wherein all men are foldiers : the defence of 
liberty and of property is the moft interefting of 
thefe cafes; it always has, and always will put arms 
into the hands of all thofe who can wield theirf.— 

.There are alfo nations wherein men are fooner fitted 

for 
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Ifor (bidliers than in others ; this is peculiarly the 
•' «tkib of America ; where greater multitudes fpend 
their lives in the laborious bufineis of clearing and 
cultivs^ing the ground, than in any country what* 
ever. But Britain was blinded by the impetuofity 
of her refentrnent, and bethought nerfelf of nothing 
but inftant revenge. 

' She now beheld, however, a union of force in 
America that began to alarm her. She had haften- 
ed a determination^ which would have lingered many 
a year, unlets it had been thus forced into comple* 
tion. She had brought America to that point, at 
which no <)ption remained between fervility and iti* 
dependence. Could (he flatter herfelf that the Ame^ 
ricans would hefitate about the choice ? 

Now therefore was the aufpicious moment to car- 
ry the fyftem of their government to perfeftion. 
With all its excellencies, it would admit of many 
others. Fond of their conftitution as the Eiigliih 
were, it had involved them in many terrible, dif- 
putes. This proved its imperfeftioA, and fliowed 
that fome radical deficiency lurked at bottom, which 
tinlefs eradicated, would always be produftive of 
evils, which might be palliated, but never tho- 
roughly cured. 

To what were due the civil wars that deluged 
England with blood in the iaft century ? Whence 
iirol'e thofe inteftine feuds, that filled it with heart- 
burnings and animofities, after the reftoration of 
Royalty ? What caufes had brought aboUt the Re- 
volution ? What was it, that in ipite of thefe terri- 
bk remedies, ftill continued to affliA the conftitu- 
tion of England, and to render its boafted eminence 
highly problematic ? 

Thefe were qvieftions which they forebore to an- 
fwer, left they Ihould feem to aflume the province 
of didators to the reft of mankind. But they were 
mafters at home ; and without meaning to offend the 

N .4 -■ fove- 
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fovereigns of the worlds they would venture to lodge 
the fupremacy of the ftate in thofe from whom it 
proceeded. The people of America, after fo many 
examples of the inconveniencies England had fuffer- 
ed under its prefent form of government^ would 
now make trial of another. 

The fituation of America was particularly fortu- 
nate in this refpeft : Ihe could chufe that model 
which appeared moft eligible, without exciting any 
civil ftrife ; and ihe lay too far off^ in cafe of m 
erroneous choice, to be expofe^ to the interference 
of ambitious neighbours. All ihe had to gjuard 
againft, was domeilic diffentions. But there were 
BO individuals among them poffeffed of riches and 
influence enough to difturb the peace of fociety oa 
their own private account; the only danger they 
had to apprehend, was from an union among the 
principal families. But even this was a very remote 
apprehenfion ; there was fo general an equality in 
' the fortunes and circumftances of moft men, and 
fuch a levelling difpofition among all^ that it would 
be an impracticable attempt in any fet of men, much 
more in a fingle individual, to afpire at exclufivc 
power. 

A government fuited to the difpofition and wiihes 
of the Americans, feemed, in the univerfal opinion, 
to be very attainable. Ambition was a vice foreign 
to their charaifter ; the defire of domineering had 
never appeared in the moft opulent and confiderablc 
among them; a kind and friendly behaviour to 
each other, marked all denominations of people, 
and placed them on a footing of neighbourlipefs, 
that pecpliarly diftinguilhed. them from all others. 

To men of this defcription, a government that 
would fet their rulers at a great height above them, 
muft prove highly unacceptable. Such a fyftem 
would pleafe them beft in which laws would be re* 
ipefted more than individuals, and wherein all dif* 

tioiilions 
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tiisAions would be' avoided that were not evidently 
and indifpenfibly neceffary. It was therefore their 
duty to frame a conftitution correfponding with in- 
clinations of this kind, which were ,well known to 
be uppermoft in rhe generality. 

Few nations, if any, had, like the Americans, 
been favoured with fo defirable an opportunity of 
conftruding a government entirely to their liking. 
Force, and the preffure of circumftances, had de- 
cided the fortune'of moft nations in this refpeA.— 
How careful, therefore, ought they to be in feizing 
this critical opportunity, while nothing obftrufted 
them, while their enemies were unable to prevent 
it, and while themfelves were unanimous in their 
endeavours to obtain it. 

Were they to delay fo falutary a work, difficul- 
ties might arife, of which they had at prefent no 
conception. The enemy they had to encounter 
would undoubtedly affail them with every weapon 
of which he was poffefled.' One he had of univerfal 
power; that was his gold. If arms were to fail 
him, ftill he had that refource. Before he tried it, 
he would employ the other. This was the interval 
to come to a refolution among them to fettle their 
affairs on fo firm a foundation, as to fruftrate all his 
attempts to overcome them by the temptation of lu^ 
ere, which was in truth the only one they had to fear. 

In order to efle^ this purpofe beyond all danger 
of a defeat, nothing now remained to do, but to 
confirm all they had already done, and refolve to 
abide by all the determinations they had taken. 
Thefe were the beft preparations they could have 
made for the great bufinefs that was next to be 
tranfaAed, 

This bufinefs, great and important as it was, 
fnight be accomplilhed with the greateft facility. 
It <;onfifted in no more than a declaration of inde-^ 
pendency, Irj doing this^ they did no move thim 
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dflert the piaineft truth. Of whom were they de« 
pepdaitt at this day, but Providence and their ows 
ilrength and courage. 

But though this meafurc was attended with no 
difficulty, contrary to thofe things that were f afily 
obtained, it would be produAive* of a multitude of 
benefits. It correfponded with the wiflies of an in* 
comparable majority, if indeed the diminutive 
proportion of fuch as might difapprove of it, de* 
i'crved even a mention. It lifted America to the 
rank of a fovereign date ; and imprefled foreign na- 
tions with a refped: much greater than that which 
they would, or were inclined to pay them, while 
they continued to acknowledge the fovereig^ty of 
Britain. Such an acknowledgment entitled ner, in 
ibme meajfure, to call them rebellious fubjedls ; but 
when they had caft off their allegiance, thej would 
fpeedily meet with thofe who would recognize their 
independency. Even the very aft of claiming it, 
would give them a confideration, which is never re- 
fufed to a brave and magnanimous people. It would 
procure them a refpeftful treatment even among 
thofe whom the dread of difobliging^ Britain kept 
in awe ; and among fuch as were known to be ini- 
mical to her, it would fecure every favour that 
could be granted to them, without coming to an 
open rupture with the Britilh Court. 

A meafure that came accompanied with fo many 
advantages, ought not to be delayed. To waver 
and hefitate was the readied method to awaken the 
vigilance of the enemy, and to exrcite him to coun- 
teraft it. No uncertainty Ihould be allowed to take 
pkce in fuch a cafe ; to rcfolve and to execute 
Ihould be the fame dfeed ; the enemy ought to be 
apprized of both at once : he then would be con-- 
vinced of the inutility of driving to divide them ; 
aiid, together with this conviftion, would feel a 
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^hmnrnkm o£ the influence of \wfaidb he deemed 
faimfelf poifefled* 

To fome this might feem an hazardous entcr- 
prize, full of danger, and tending to exafperate an 
enemy equally vindi^hre and formids^le, and whofe 
refources were an objed no lefs of notoriety than 
amazement. He Would exert them unqueftionably 
M the utmoft on fo urgent an occafion ; and thcj^ 
might at length be found of fuperior weight in the 
fcale of comparifon with theirs. 

• To thofe who argued in this manner, no other an- 
fwer could be given, than that in all emergencies of a 
fimilar nature to the prefcnt, to require an abfence of 
all peril, betrayed imbecility of mindandweaknefsof 
heart in the extreme. When was fo great an objeft 
as that propofed, ever qompaffed without difficulty 
and danger ? Allowing both to be ever fo preffing 
and imminent, ftill it were more imprudent and rafli 
to fly from, than to face them : they would purfuo 
and overtake the cowardly ; the brave -only ftood a 
tfhance to overcome them. It was wifer, therefore, 
tt all events, to embrace refolute meafures: the 
more daring they appeared, the fafer they were in 
reality : none but fuch could poflibly procure fuc* 
cefs ; all others led to certain deftruftion. 

• But the hazards at which fome peoplfe were fo ter- 
rified, were imaginary. Britain bad already fum- 
tnoned her utmoft ft retrgth to this conteft. What- 
ever further fteps the Colonies might take to oppofe 
or to irritate her, would not produce more efFedual 
efforts againft them, than thofe flie had made : they 
would*indeed flxDw the inflexible refoiution in thofc 
who governed the American councilsi to refift her 
endeavours to the very laft : but iht could not too 
foon be apprized of this intention ; it might incline 
her to ponder on the ruinous expence attending the 
fedlidion of a people thus refolved, the great un- 
te/tainty of fucceeding in fuch an enterprizc> and 

- * they 
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the dangers of various kinds^ to which^ in the mean 
time, Ihe would lie inevitably expofed. 

America had rniach more to apprehend from her 
internal foes, than her open enemies : of thefe Ihc 
knew the ftrength, and could obferve the motions ; 
but the others under the mafk of friendlhip, con- 
cealed the bafeft treachery : they made, it their bu- 
finefs to difliearten people, by exaggerated informa- 
tions of the numeroufnefs of the forces that were to 
be employed by Great Britain againft the Colonies : 
they were continually extolling their valour, expert- 
Tiefs, and difcipline ; recounting their exploits, in-^ 
iinuating, in fliort, that they would prove irre- 
fiftible. 

But who were thefe formidable troops againft 
whom Americans would not be able to ftand ? They 
had already withftood the braveft meiv in Britain, 
Was the pride of Englilhmen fo lowered, as to ac- 
knowledge any men braver than themfelves ? Were 
the Hefiians, or other Germans in Britilh pay, bet« 
' ter foldicrs than the nathrps of Britain ? Were they 
mere adive and intrepid ? Were they more zealoui 
for the honoui; pf their country ? In a word, were 
they more completely qualified to wage war on the 
continent of America ? Certainly not. The advan- 
tages, on the contrary, were on the fide of the.Eng- 
lift, in a variety of confiderations. They fought 
in their own caufe, were acquainted with the peo- 
. pie and country of America ; fpoke their language ; 
knew their fentiments ; they had more vivacity in 
their difpofition, '^nd would aft with more expedi- 
tioufnefs. But were the Britilh troops ever fo fupe- 
rior to the German, as they had not overcome the 
Americans, it was neceflfary for fuch as aimed at 
intimidating thefe, to reprefent the Germans as 
Biuch preferable to them in point of foldierflaip. 

If fuch excellent troops as the Britilh had not 
fwc^epded againft the Cplpjiifts, little had they to 
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apprehend froin mercenaries, whd came much more 
unwillingly to this diftant fcene of aftion, than the 
l^gliih themfelves. Thefe, it was well known, ex- 
prelTed relu&ance enough -to the fervice they wer^ 
upon* Numbers,, if not the far. greater majority^ 
difapproved of the quarrel: they were engaged in^ 
but were profeffionally compelled to fupport it. 

While America was true to herfelf, Ihe would 
maintain her ground againft all her adverfaries. Thofc 
who betrayed her^ were an inconfider^ble numbei; ; 
and to be apprehended only on account of their 
malice and inveteracy. But if Ihe had a few traitors 
at home, flie had on the other hand fuch numerous 
and powerful friends abroad, as would not fail to 
ftrike a damp upon their enemies, when they be- 
held who they were, and with what a force they ia- 
tended to fupport the caufe of America, 

Did Britain imagine that flie would be teft unmo^ 
lefted, to proceed at her leifure and difcretiort 
againft the Colonies ? It was indeed the intereft of 
the many fecret ill wifliers who furrounded her on 
every fide, that flie fliould indulge herfelf iri this 
perfuafion : they would compliment her with th« 
faifeft affurances of good will, and pacific inten- 
tions, till flie had wafted her ftrength, and ex- 
haufted her finances^: but the moment they faw her 
fufficiently debilitated, they would come forth and 
avow their purpofes ; and employ fuch a ftrength 
in their execution, as Britain would not, in her 
enfeebledcondition, be able to oppdfe. 

Nor would the Colonies in the mean time be left 
unaffifted. Such a relinquifliment would ill agree 
with the fettled fyftem of European politics. They 
would be fupported by indirect and clandeftinc 
means from various quarters : thefe would fully 
enable them to keep the fields and weary out the 
enemy. It were needlefs to enumerate thofe parts 
#f the world from whence help would come. It 
'..■■■[, , - might 
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might reafonably be expededfr^Hr every nation aYi4 
potentate^ to whom the greatnefsof Britain was aj> 
objed of envy* Among thefe weie fome of the n^oft 
powerful ftates in Europe* The maritime powers, 
^n particular, would nqi certainly neglefitfo favour- 
jrfile an opportunity to deprive her of that wval fu.* 
periority of which they ftood in fo much dread. 
' Thefe were powerful motives to induce the peo* 
pie, of America to go on chear fully with the work 
they had begun ; aiS to Iwpe for a profperous iffu^** 
To thefe might be added the certainly of being abua^ 
jdsmtly fupplied ait home with able hands to perforni 
it* It was not only in the bravery of its inhabi- 
tants, and their aptitude for war, that America had 
reafon to place the higheft confid^ce; their n^m* 
bers were an objed no leis interefting : this pountry 
was full of people, not ^nly willing, but e^er to 
aft in the Common defence. A fpecimen ^f their 
leadinefs was given the very firft momeni it was re?- 
quired: within a few hours notice, upwards pf 
twenfy thoufand affembled on the memorable )^ 
ofLexington* \ 

' They were, not multitudes haftily gathei;ed, and as ^ 
eaiily difperfed : they were men fincerely animatfid 
with the love of their country, and earneftly defi- 
Tons to fignalize themfelves it its caufe. It was not 
from the neceffity of procuring a livelihood, that 
they embraced the profefiion of a fold.ier; they ven- 
tured their lives freely and cheerfully fw the pro- 
tcftion of all that was-dear to mankind : they left 
iromfortable homes, the feats.of plenty apd content, 
and fubmitted to the hardlhips anddiftreflfesvof a 
military life, from a far nobler profpeft than that of 
pay and plunder : thefe they left to their enemriet, 
whofe chjkf inducements they muft neeeffarily bt, 
from the charafter of thaiSs individuals :of wbom 
their troops were compoied ; men picked upwhere^ 
ever ^they could be found, . deprefled. ..with indt- 
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fehfce, corrupted thf ough flotli, of inirmerfed in sW 
ijtid of iniquity. Such were the recruits on which 
Britain was to depend for the fupply of thofe afmieB 
that were to conquer America. 

But experience had Ihown that fuch raen were noc 
to be placed in competition with ihofe who fou^t 
in reality^ for what moft neajrly interefted therii. 
King and country were words of courfe, employed 
in all monarchies for want of fotnething more fub- 
jtantial and iignificant ; but what were kitig and 
country to iddividuala, who^ from their fituation ia 
life, could feelfor neither ; who, for an increafc 
of wages, would abandon their party, and sA againft 
it without the leaft remorfe ? 

Add to thefe confideratioiiSj that moft of thofc 
whom they were to encouoter, were new levies like 
themfelves : the troops expe^ed from Great Britain 
and Ireland, were in fad: inferior to them ; by far 
the major part had never feen fervice, and numbers 
were frefh from the plough, the loom, and the 
fliop ; their equals ia condition at b^eft ; though 
^certainly not provided with fuch cogent reafons as 
thofe which ought toinfpirit the Americans to a<:- 
•quit themfelves manfully in the approaching trial. 

With fo many inducements to look forward with 
.the brighteft expeftations, it would be unworthy of 
men contending for their all„ to fufFer one moment's 
defpondency. The part they were aAing bad raifed 
them to a ftation of confpicuity that attr^ed the 
eyes of the whole world. Europe had fixed its en* 
tire attention on the tranfaftions upon this conti- 
nent, and waited with continual anxiety for the ar- 
rival of intelligence, what progreft the Colonifts 
weife making. They had the wiihes of all the 
brave, the learned, and the wifcj in that moft en- 
ligh^ed region of the globe. It behoved them to 
preferve that eft^ni and predeliftion. The unani- 
mity with which it was, bcil&wed> was a proof they 
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w€Tt not nndefcrvirig of it. They were precifetf 
in the fame pofition the valiant, though unfortunate 
Corficans had Jbeen a few years before; praifed and . 
admired by all nations. There was indeed an effen- 
tial difference in their own favour ; the Corficans 
were, froni a concatenation of unhappy circum- 
ftances, abandoned and left fingly to ftruggle inef- 
fectually againft the heavy weight that crulhed tbeoa 
at laft. But they flood, as ir were, in the midft oF 
every kind of encouragement and affiftance. Their 
own ftrength was great and refpedtable^ that of 
their friends ftill more confiderable. While Britain, 
their, only enemy, had not a fingle ally deferving 
of the name. They who adhered to her, were 
needy and mercenary hirelings, of no confideration 
in the fyftem of European affairs. They lent theil: 
troops to Britaittj^ from the fame motive* they would 
lend them to any other power, pay and fubfidy. They 
would withdraw them from the ferviceof Britain; 
and devote them to another, to its enemies if re ^ 
quired, for a larger ftipend. 

From thefe premifes it was inconteftable, that no 
people engaged in difpute with another, could pof-^ 
fibly ftand on more advantageous ground than the 
Americans. No difcouraging circumftances could 
be pointed out to alarm them : the profpeft on 
every fide was clear and open : they had none but 
the common dangers of war to provide againft ; and 
they y^etc duly prepared for them ; but they had at 
the fame time every reafon to promife themfelves a 
profperous termination of it, and the completeft 
fuccefs in the attainment of that objedt for which. 
it was undertaken. 

\ Siich was the fubftance of the divers pubKcatiofi* 
and opinions of people in America at this time* 
The communication of thefe fentinicnts, propa* 
gated them with'amazing fpeed, among the multi- 
tudes whom the fi^rmentatioa of the times had pre* 
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pitted fw thtk recejittaii. They fpread ivith itre* 
fiftiWe rapidity throughout the contincat ; and gaift* 
cd (o powerful a m^rity of profelytes, that thoic 
who intended to reilize the fj^culations they con- 
tained, were codvinccd they fliould meet with no 
impediments, and would carry their fchemes iltto 
xht completeft cxecXitioD* 

A declaration of independeftcy now became the 
fub^e^t of toiverfal difcuffion* It was mentioned as 
a ntceflary aad .indifpeniible meafure : thofe who 
vcfttufed to oppofe it, thofe even who appeared 
dcmbtjful of its expediency, were looked upon witk 
a fofpitious eye. No true Anierfcan,. it was faid^' 
ctight to hefitate in givii^ it his hearty coticur*- 
xence : a denial could only proceied from ignorance 
iOf falfcheartedncfs ; thofe who were ignorant of 
the true hitercft of their country, deferred no atten* 
tioA ; and thofe who were falfe to it, xneiited pih- 
niibnfient* 

. Nocwithftandiftg the violence of thofe who fup^ 
jK)rted this meafure, and the fuperiority of their 
numbers, tw^refpeftable Colonies had the courage 
to- oppofe them. Thcfc were Pennfylvaftia and Mai- 
ryland, A great proportion of their inhabitantiS 
profcfled a moderation of fentiments^ that did not 
coincide with ihat impetuous zeal, fo cofnmon and 
prevalent iii the others. They were no Icfs attached 
^0 their country ; but did not approve of thatout*^ 
lageOus warmth, which bore down all coolnefs a^nd 
reflexion, and precipitated all meafures without fuf^ 
^iently pondering upon their confcqucnces. 

The eftabliihmea of a new. form of government^ 
Was a matter of too ferious a nature, to meet with 
jtherr irtimiediate concurrence, efpeciall'y when ao* 
-coQikpainied with a total feparation from the pareiit 
forte. This, in particular, was flrongiy difapproved 
by a plurality of th« Deputies to the General AfTetUi. 
bly of tbe Provinceof Pcnnfylvaniab Though not left 
_ Vol. II. No. ji. O * inclined 
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inclined than the others to infift upon a redrefi of #f* 
grievances, fo often complained of, ftill they coul4 
not prevail upon themfelves to unite with thofe who 
had refolved to put an end to thefe complaints j bjr 
fettling all domeftic affairs on fuch a plan as fhould 
take them for ever out of the hands of Great Bri- 
tain, and exclude it from all interference and au- 
thority over the Colonies. 

To this idea the mod impetuous and turbulent 
iidhered with inflexible refolution. The partizans 
of the oppofite one, though nunlerous, being lefs 
warm, did not efpoufe it with equal vehemence and 
adivity. They flood in no little awe of their anta- 
gonifts, who reprefented them a« deficient in attacht 
ment to the public, and as pufiUanimous and wa-* 
vering. They confidered, at the fame time, the 
neceffity of remaining united with the other Colo- 
nies : reciprocal affiftance was the only fure method 
of protecting them from the refentment of Britain j . 
and to diffolve their union, would lay them in a 
manner at her feet. . ^ • 

. In this dilemma, after maturely weighing the re* 
'fult of confenting to an accommodation with Gregt 
Britain, or of goi-ng the lengths propofed by the 
other Colonies, they found the decifion either way 
fo perplexing, that they determined to refer it to 
their conftituents. They looked upon it as a quef- 
tron, wherein the community was tpo deeply involve 
ed', for any but themfelves finally and perfonally to 
decide. 

This, important queftion was agitated with great 
fervour on both fides. It was argued that a fepa- 
ration from Britain would be followed by a mul- 
tiplicity of inconveriiencies. They loft their old 
friend ind protestor, united to them by eonfangui- 
.nity and intereft^ who, with all his faults, had been 
a folid benefadtor ; and, grown wife by difagreenble 
experience, would give them henceforward no caufe 
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of^ffifTatisfaftibn. He Vas the fole umpire, in wbofr 
hands they could truft the power of holding the 
balance, among them. He was the common parent 
6f ail, and would not behave with partiality to any* 
Such a moderator w^sf tbfolutely requifite for th^ 
pirefervatifin of their internal peace, and the fettle- 
|nent of thofe differences which fo often arofe among 
them, to the ferious difquietude of fuch as forefaw 
the dangerous Confequences they would probably 
produce, when the Colonies were increafed in 
Hrength, and might from this confideration, be- 
come untradtable in their reciprocal difpute?, and 
incline to ufe forcible methods of terminating them* 

Thfere were alfo various other advantages in a 
connexion with Britain. Its power fecured them 
tefpeft every where; and their commerce, though 
fubjeft to a few reftriftions, was nearly equal to 
their means of cxercifing it: they had almoft as 
much as they could manage ; and it was always 
fure, in cafe of need, of being effentially aflifted 
l)y the bounties fa frequently and' fo generoufly be- 
llowed upon thofe branches that reqliired encou- 
ragement. 

Precipitation in a cafe of lb delicate a nature as an 
entire fciffion and difmemberment from the main- 
bt)dy of fo noble an empire as that of Britain, would 
ht unpardonable in men who had fo long and Jo 
largely experienced the benefits of an union there- 
•wirti. Novelty had its charms in public, as well 
as in private aifairs : but, as to quarrel and part with 
an intimate was juftly reckoned a misfortune, ic 
might with 'no left truth be deemed a ferious cala-^ 
mity, for two branches of a nation to come to fuch 
a rupture as to renounce each other for ever. 

The feafdnings on the other fide were Conduced 
upon a different ground. Little notice was taken of 
the foregoing aflertions. They were held as preca- 
rious and founded upon no certainty, Liberty^ it 
- O z %vsis 
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w^ iaid^ was tbi^ oi^y bafis oa wbidi they eo)||d| 
biuld with any ,(UbiU.ty; without it no adyautagcif 
could he depended ou ; a^d they muft trull to thf 
difcretion and caprice of atbcr% which was a ftat^ 
intolerable to men of fpirit^ 

An acconimodation with Great Britain was ioi-* 
pradicable :-^Her terms were too icDpcrious for.di? 
Coloniils tQi fubmit to wh^ they wesre ^ble t^ 
WLtihfi;and her. What real friend to America woukS 
propofe to lay down dbeir aims in prefence oFfuch a 
force as was coming to invade the liberties i^ thi^ 
coijitment? If they expedled aay terms fit for free- 
men to accede to^ tb^y mui]t treat with arms.in thcU 
hands : the D:K>met£ they parted withthepa, afi was 
loft. 

Would any one^ therefore, feriouil]^ a4viie theu^ 
to confept to fuch a treaty as w<^wld neceflarily 4er 
liver them up^ iiiaked and defe^celef^jp into the h^ndf 
of an haughty and arrogant en»emy ^ whoTe yf\^ an4 
pleafure they muft implicitly obey, oo p^ ctf what 
chafttfement be fhould thlijt p^roper to.inflaft?-^ 
P^riih the thought ! anilperiih t^ maawholhould 
dare to avow it! 

The feas betweetf.Gceaf Britaiiji and America 
were now covered with ihips^ of war, and witih traalfr 
ports fiUed.with.Britifh troopg^^ aocj with niercenar 
ries hired for, the ^rpofe of fubduiijg oi; of ravage 
ing this continen!t,\ What iliOiikl intelligence 

prpduce ip liiea of fenfe and «pui;age, buj; sp ii^aoi- 
mou& determination, j^q jlaa^ by. each qthipr with 
fidelity and refojiution in^ their common defence, and 
>y n'omean^ to trufi to chi? cknapn.cjr of an eneniy 
that QfFered ijo conditipps ? . 1 r . ; . 

An eftpmy that reqyired them to. ^y dp^! thejf 
tirms, could, mean them n9 gpo^, ahd ^^ nbt 
therefore to be trufted. Buq to what intent had tb«y 
taken up thiefe arms, if they were thus tamely 
to be furrendered ? Did not America,.. with ope.unir 
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v^tfal accord, firmly^ ^gtcc Dcvct to ifheafch das 
ftwrd till its freedom was pccfedly fecured?-^ 
Was ihii the cnatuner fb facrcd an engagement wai 
tio be performed ? What k contemptible il^urcf 
ivould they make in the eyes of all nations^ and e;l|>e^ 
cially o£ their enemies, uf after fo iblemn and de-' 
itberat'C i compaft, tkey fliould meanly recede fnom 
ky on the bare rumour ^f the enemy's ^proach, 
u^ithout ^even having dared to tifk a ^gle trial o^ 
fyirit and ikill witk him ? 

Whence could proceed fo unaccountable a dread, 
of an enemy not more formidable than him th^y 
jhad already encountered, and found ihemfelves able 
to refill: ? His num^bcrs were indeed increafed, but 
theirs were not diminifhed; and tberr capacity to 
face him was augmented by the experience of along 
and Ifetrwc campaijgn, during which they had ac- 
quired a fufficiency of kiiowtedge to difcover, that 
meer difeipline is not the only rcquiiite to fecure 
fuccefs in wat. 

It was clear, therefore, that no fafety could ac- 
crue to them from aby other meafure than refift- 
ance. It had kitherto anfwercd -their intentions 
more fully than moft of them had cxpefted; It 
was reafcttiable thtntohopej that by pejfeverinrgin 
tiie fame track, they would continue to profperln 
the feme manner, and would bring the enemy to 
treat them With Icfs haughtinefs. ^ - 

. But if they meant to refift iffeftually, they muft 
adopt aflothcr fyftem than thikt which they now p«r- 
fued. It was involved in doubt and obfcurity.^— 
They Were oppofing Great Britain with all their 
might, and they ftiil acknowledged thenofelvesher 
fubjeAs- Was this confiftent with the elid thef pto* 
pofed, which was ah entire redrcfs of all gfievart66s, 
and a perfeft enjoyment of liberty ? How could 
.either be obtained; while Britain refu fed •cv'en to 
HjaketheTmaileft conceffion, ana Amerlcii ftil-l re- 
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maincd in her allegiance? Was it not perceptible 
that fuch a fituation tended to throw their affairs 
into confufion^ and to weaken that fpirit which 
held them together ? Their refoliition arofe from 
their unanimity ; but this would not lafl:^ unlefs 
people knew the ground they ftood upon* » 

They adted at prefent on no fixed principle ; they 
had ch(^en rulers^ and had agreed to abide by their 
direAions ; but both they and their rulers profeffed 
a dependence on a fuperiof, whofe authority how- 
ever they would not fubmit to. Such a confiid: of 
power on the one hand, and of undenied -claims on* 
the other, would certainly, while thefa lafted, con- 
fufe the minds of men, and render them wavering 
and undetermined on which Ade of the queftion to 
range themfelves* \ . . - . 

In fuch a ftate of indecifiori America cotild not. 
remain with fafety. It would berplex her councils,* 
unhinge her plans, and . break [her fpirit. She had* 
aflumed fovereignty, and was fearful .to avow it.— » 
This was, in fome meafure, coiifeffing herfelf either 
incapable or unworthy of it. People would not fail* 
to be of this opinion. If flie continued in this fluc- 
twating fituation, her officers and generals would 
abate of their deference ^nd refpeA, her. lx)ldiers of 
thieir zeal and confidence, and all the community 
of its attachment to the caufe in contention : fuch 
would inevitably be the confequences of it at home j • 
while thofe Princes and States abroad, that had 
formed ideas of connexion with them, wbuld aban**:. 
don ajl thoughts of that tendency, and refign them 
to the calamities that muft enfue front the adoption 
of fo weak andhcarrlefsa conduft. j 

Scrupulous and feeble minds were apt to ft^rtle 
a.t the propofal of cafting off all obedience to the* 
parent ftate ; but thefe Ihould be told, thgit where . 
proteftlPJ) is refufed, obedience n no longer due ; - 
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lind that where oppreffibn is exercifed, refiftahcc is 
' no rebellion. 

Britain, began the conteft, not America : this lat- 
ter proffered the terms of fetonciliation on which 
flit '■ would confent to remain united as heretofore j 
the former refufed to accept of them. Who was 
now to decide between two people, e^ch of whom 
infifl:ed>upon the propriety and juftice of their de- 
mands. ■:./■'.■ 

In cafeJ^f thi^ nature, it behoved men to pro- 
ceed wiDh great deliberation in giving a verdift 
for either of the parties. Much . more might be 
faid however in favour of America, than of Great 
Britain. True it was, they were both equally de- 
termined to fupport their pretenfions by force df 
arms. But here it ought to be cbnflder^, that the 
firft afted on the def en five. ^ This alone was apleii 
of fufficient weight to authorise her having recourfe 
tofuch a meafure : but the fecond had nothing to 
, plead in juftification of fo= terrible a method of en- 
forcing her claims, but the periuafion that they 
were juftly founded, which was the very point -i^. 
ittigationu . 

Here then was Great Britaiii aflerting from the 
other extremity of the globe, her jurifdiftion over 
America, and threatening ruin and extermination, 
in cafe her cl^aims were pot recognifed in their fuUeft 
extent. Here ftood America, in anxious fufpenfe how 
to a(ft^ willing to avert the evils denounced againft 
her by every reafonable conceffion, and yet utterly 
averfe to yield to terms of dilhonour and humili- 
ation. 

In this perilous fituation, the queftion was, whe- 
ther America thought herfelf poiieffed of fufficient 
ilrength to refift the force tha4: Britain ivas fending 
to execute her menaces; and if fuch were her pejr^ 
fuafion, what-were the propcreft jneans to render 
that^flrength rpoft effectual ? 

O4 The 
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Th^ right of felf-dcfenee ww c\c%t ; the aimwi 
of conducing it was therefore to be a4^pc^tp th^ 
end propofed. Now it wai9 evident^ by the r^a£>n^ 
iogs which had been ^d^uced^ thgt thQ end wpi^ld 
fiever be atcained^ unlefs a total alteritiop took 
place in the |Ba|cim§ and obja^s of th^ir poUtipSr**^ 
While their me^dfurea wer^ ^^ade fiibferyieot to ikt 
i^ea of r^-uww with Greflt Britiin, the ftrength 
of America would never be put forth with due vi" 
gour ; and it was much to be ^apprehended the,con-> 
t^A would hav^ an unfavoMrabte iffu^^ Why .then 
ibould they delay the only meafiire that co)3l4 brihg 
them out of it with credit, and fecure to ih^sn thofe 
advwtage^^ to obtain which fo much blood would 
fee fpilt in vain, unlefs they refolved to embrace it ? 

This indifpenfible, this only meafuri? to^vethem 
iVoni deftru^ion, was to diflblve the union with 
Britain, and to declare America a free and indepetti^ 
^cnt Statet By fuch a declaration, a change would 
bp effe^ed in the minds pf men, that would inftaotly 
give an entire turn to the face of their affairs* The 
people would *(J\ime fuch ideas of their imporiance 
and rank in the political world, as would ftimulatc 
fhem to greater exertions ; than eyer. Individuals 
employed in the fervice of the fts^te, would conceive 
higher notion^ of thofe who were at^the he^d of pub- 
lic affairs, and wouid obey their commatidtrs with 
more diligence and alacrity. .The comnianders 
.would look upon themfelvcs as iavefted with powers 
derived from fupreme authority, and would exer*- 
cife them with more firmneft and decifipn. . There 
would be no pretence for hefitation and doubt in 
the execution of orders; obedience would be pro- 
perly enforced, and ^cquiefeence in all daffes. would 
become an obligation • Thefe, and many oth^r ad- 
vantages, would re&lt fronj fugh a mcafure at home, 
whiJc al;)ro4d they would command an attention to 
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tliek proceedings^ aod a wUUngiiefs to hearken to 
any propoTtU for a co0Ded:ton with them* 

If aoy peoi>k felt a repugaance to fuch a mcar 
iure, l#t th^n rieflaS:, that herein America did 119 
jKior^ than imitate Britain. She had caf): the Colo** 
Die$ out of her proration ; what was this by t aa 
abdication of all government over them ? Abandon* 
ed iri this manner, were th«y not authorifed'to look 
tQtWrpwn fafetyP Were they not boand by the 
ftrft of all duties, to provide for the welfare suid pfc- 
forvation of that conimunity which they corppofed ? 
. Such were the arguments alkdged on both fides 
<rf this important queftioa. That which incHaed tt> 
independency, carried it by a ftrong majority, h 
Wm determined by the people at large, that theur 
Delegates Ihould abide by the decifion of Congrefs. 

In the Province of Maryland, there w>s lio left 
tn oppoiititiil to independency than in Pennfylvania. 
Qut of eleven counties, feven direfted their Depu** 
ties in COngrefs to vote againft it. They obeyed 
i^eordingly, and quitted that aflembly. But fuch 
was the general refejatmerit and indignation of the 
Other Colonies, that the people of Maryland feri- 
ouily reiie<^ing on the danger of being difunited 
from thofe who furrounded them on every fide, and 
who began already to mix threats with their re* 
prpa^hes, judged itoieceffary to alter their condud. 
They coittmiffioned their Deputies to rcturti to the 
Co^^refs, and to coincide with any meafure' which 
they might deem expedient. Thus authorifed, 
they refumed their feats, arid gave their conient to 
that long expeded determin?ition. 

The fourth of July, one thousand feven hundred, 
and feventy-fix, was the memorable day on which 
the Thirteen United Colonies declared themfelves 
Faw-and In©bp£Ki?Ij:nt States, and abjured their 
allegiawc to the Crown and fovereignty cif Great 
llritain* . : .. ' 
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ITie Manifefio they publiflied in vindication c^ 
this meafure, contained a very circumftantial enu- 
meration of the caufes and reafons that mduced them 
to take it ; and exhibited at the fame time a ftrong 
reprefehtation of the temper, ideas, and maxims^ 
that were uppermoft among thofe who influenced 
the affairs of America at that period. 

*' When in the courfe of huEfian events," faid 
they, ** it becomes neceflary for one people to dif- 
** folvc the political bands which have conneSed 
** them with another, and to affume among the 
*^ powers of the earth, the feparate and equal 
" ftation to which tie laws of Nature, and Na- 
** tHre's God entitle them, a decent refpeft to the 
*^ opinions of mankincj^ requires that they fliould 
" declare the caufes which impel them toaiepa- 
^^ ration* 

" We. hold thefe truths to be fejf-evident, that 
^* jfcll men are created equal ; that they are endbw- 
•* ed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
•* rights ; that among thefe arc life, liberty, and 
*' the purfuit of happinefs : that to ftcufe thefe 
** rights, governments are inftituted among men^ 
** deriving their juft powers from the-confentof the 
*^ governed ; and whenever any form of governirient 
*' becomes deftrud:ive of thefe ends, it is the right 
** of the people to alter, or to aboliihit, and to in- 
" ftitute a new government, laying its foundation 
** on fuch principles, and 6rganifing itij powers in 
" fuch form, as to them fliall feemmpft likely- to 
•/Veffeft their fafety and happinefs. Prudence, ; in* 
** deed, will didlate, that governments long eftab* - 
** liihed ihould not be changed for light and tran^. 
^' fient caufes; and accordingly all experience has ' 
*' Ihown, that mankind are more difpofed to fuf-^ 
*' ,fer, while evils are fufferable, than to right them* 
^^.felvcsby abolilhing the forms to which^hey are 
" accuitomed. But when a long train of abufes 

^^an4 
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*' and ufurpatbns, ptirfuing invariably the fame 
** object, evinces a defign to reduce them undci* 
*^ abfolute defpotifm, it is their right, it is their 
*^ duty to throw off fuch government, and to pror 
*^ vide new guards for their future fecurity. Such 
*^ has been the patient fufferance of thefe Cplonies ; 
*^ and fuch is now the neceiSty which conftrains 
** them to alter their former fyftems of govern-* 
^^ment/' ' ^ \ 

The Declaration next proceeds to reprefent the 
treatment of the Colonies to have been a fef ics o^ 
** injuries and ufurpations, all having in diredt ob- 
*^ jedl the eftabliihment of an abfolute tyranny," 
' It then entered into a fpecification of grievances, 
and complained that affent had been refufed to laws 
neceffary fox the public good. 

Gt>vernor^4iad been forbidden to pafs laws of im*- 
mediate and preffing inlportance, uulefs fufpended 
in their operation, till aifented to in Britain ; and 
that when fufpended in this manner, no attention 
had been paid to them. 

Affent had been refufed to other laws for the ac- 
commodation x)f large diftrifts of people, unleft 
thofe people would relinquiih the rights of repre- 
fentation in the legiilature. 

Legiflative bodies had been called together at 
places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from 
the depofitory of their public records, for the folc 
purpofe of fatiguing them into compliance with 
mihifteriai meafures. 

Houfes of Reprefentatives had been diffoived 
repeatedly, for oppofing with manly firmnefs inva- 
fions on the rights of the people. 
' It had for a long time after fuch diffolution, 
been refufed to permit others to be ele&ed ; where* 
by the legiflative powers, being incapable of amiihi- 
lation, had returned to the people at large for their 
exercife y the ftate remaining in the mean time ex- 
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pofed to all the dangers of invafion from without, 
wd Convulfions- within* 

Endeavours had been made to prevent the popu- 
lation of the Colonies, by obftructing the laws for 
naturalization of foreigners^ refufing to pais others' 
to encourage their migration thither^ and raifing 
Che conditions of new appropriations of land. 

The adminillration of juftice had been obftrufted 
by the refufing of affent to laws for eftabliihing ji>* 
^ciary powers^ ^ 

Judges had been made dependent on the crown 
fc»r the tenure of their offices^ and the amount* and 
payment of their falaries. 

A multitude of new offices had been ^erefted, 
and fwarms of officers fent to America to harrafs 
the people. ,. 

Standing arinjes had been kept among them in 
tjimes of peace, . without confcnt of their legisla- 
tures. • . 

The military had been rendered independent of^ 
and fuperior to the civil power. 

A plan had been formed to fubjedt the Colonies 
to a jurifdidion foreign to their co(iftitution., and 
unacknowledged by their laws. .. * . 

Adls had been paiTed by the Britiih legiflature3^ 
for protefting, by a mock trial, the troops quar- 
tered among: them from puniflinient^ for any mur*, 
ders which tney fhould commit on the inhabitant^ 
of the Colonies, 

For cutting off their trade with all parts of the 
world, '■ 

For impofing tixes on them without their con- 
fent. 

For depriving them, in many cafes, of the bene- 
fit of trial by jury. 

For tranfporting them beyond feas,. to be tried 
fpr pretended offences. 
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For^bolHhing the free fyftem of Englifh laws tn 
a neighbotiring Province^ efbtbllfliing therein aa ar^ 
bitrairy gorernmcnt, and cnlargii^ its bcHindartcs^ 
fd as to render it at once an exanjple and fit infltru* 
mcnt for introducing th£ fame abiblute rale into the 
Ei^Ufli Q)iooie$^ 

For takmg away tkeir chart&rs, aboHftiing their 
i3(K)ft valuabie laws, and alt^ering fundamentally the 
forms of their governments. 

For fufpending the legiflatiajes of the Cotoiues, 
aq<l decliaaring the firitifh Parliament xnvefted with 
pQ\i?^r to legiflate for them in. all cafes whatfoeven 

The Cxown of Greait BritaoB had abdica^d the 
government of the Colonies, by declaring them 6ue 
o£ its. protedion,. a(nd waging war againfi thetn« 

, Their feas ha^i, in confcquence, been pkmdereci^ 
tkeh coaihs ravaged, their towns burnt, the lives of 
their people toft. 

Armies of foreign mercenaries had been hirecj 
W^ complete the worJcs of death, defolation, and 
iyraany,. throughout the Colmiies- 

Their fellow citizens, taken on the high ftasi 
had faeeiK cooftraoned to bear ai'ms agaiafl: their 
country. 

Domeftic mfurreftions had been excited among 
them, and endeavours had been ufed to bring upot 
the inhabitants d£ their back, fettkments, the mei^ 
ci4ef3 Indian farages, whofe known ruie of warfare 
is. an undiftusguifhed defhudtion of all ^es, fexes*, 
tod conditions. 

In every, ftage of thefe oppreffions they had pettv 
tioned for. redfefs in.the moft humble termsj bitt> 
their repeated fupplications had been anfweced only 
bj repeated injur)% 

. Nor had they been wanting in attention to theic 
Britiih brethren. They had warned them, from time 
to timfe, of attempts made by their legiilature to 
extend an. unwarrantable jurifdidionove]? the^Colo- 
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nics- They had reminded them of the circuihftances 
of their emigration^ and fettlement in this part of 
the world ; they had appealed to their native jufticc 
>and magnanimity, and conjured them^ by the ties 
of their common kindred, to difavow thofe ufurpa- 
tions, as they would inevitably interrupt the coft- 
neftion and correfpondence l>etwcen both people ; 
but they too had been deaf to the voice of juftice 
and confanguinity. 

. From thefe caufes they judged it neceffary to de- 
termine upon a feparation from the pieople of Bri- 
tain I and to hold them as they held the reft of m^n« 
kind, — " Enemies in war, in peace friends/^ 
. " We, therefore, ■' concluded they, " the reprefen-^ 
tatives of the United States ©f America, in General 
Congrefs Affembled,. appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our inteh- 
tions, do, in the name, and by the.authority of the 
good people of thefe Colonies, folemnly publilh 
^hd declare, that thefe United Colonies are, and of 
right ought to be, Free and Independent States ; and 
that, they are'abfolved from all allegiance to the Bri- 
lilh crown, and that all political connexion between 
them and the ftate of Great Britain is, and ought 
to be, totally diffolved ; and that, as' Free and In- 
dependent States, they have full power to levf 
war, conclude peace, contrad alliances, tftabliih 
commerce, and to dp all other Jtfts and things, 
which independent ftates may of right do.— And Ick 
the fupport of this declaration, with a firm reliance 
on the proteftion of Divine Providence, we mutu- 
ally pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes?, 
and our facred honour.'* 

Such was the celebrated declaration of Indepen- 
dency, of which io much has been faid and written^ 
It was received by the people of America as a fault- 
Icfs piece, containing truths and affertions of which 
no man of dilcernment, and acquainted with the 
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affairs of America, could entertain the leaft doubt. 
The grievances which it fpecified, were looked upoa 
throughout the Colonies aa iniolerable to men of 
fpirit, and fuch as none would fubmit to, that were 
Hot in a condition entirely- helpldTs, and ' dcftitut'fe 
of all means of redrefs, Poffcffing thefe, they wopid 
have thought themfelves deferviiig of the moft con- 
temptuous treatment, if they had hefitated in doing 
themfelves juftice, after it .had been fo repeatedly 
refufed them by thofe, from whom they had the 
•fiilleft right to exped: it ; iaind whoi as the authbrs 
of the injuries they had fuftained, ought to have pre- 
sented them from having recourfe to fo defperate a 
remedy, by applying thofe in due time, for which 
the Colonies had fo often petitioned.. Such were 
the fentiments of the Americans. 

'/That the people of America ihould have received 
this declaration with univerfal approbation and ap* 
plaufe^ was no ways furprizing. But what was 
•truly a fubjeft of amazement, was the univerfal af- 
ient and praife which it met with in all parts of Eu^ 
*ope. This could only proceed from that fpirit of 
invidioufnefs and malevolence, which was exerting 
itfelf every where to. the prejudice of Great Bi:itain. 
its condi^ refpedting the Colonies, was not a fub^ 
je<St of which the ftates and people on the Euro- 
peaA continent were competent to judge.. The fadi: 
V{as, that whatever it had been, they would have 
-equally condemned it, from the difpofition they 
^ere in to favour and forward whatever could detrU 
mcntthis country. 
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JUrd a$td General Howe appvhted Cmmiffwn&s m$d 

. Cimmanders in Chief in Americ4y hy fea and laHi.-^^ 

Operations of the Britijhfieet and erny under thtnu 

1776. 

AFTER this forntal rcnunciatioii-of theit alk^- 
glance to Great Bficaitt, and ereding theiti*^ 
felves into an independent fovereignty, it brb^wrri 
the people of America to calt foftk all their i):re]i^k 
and abilities,, itt order to fiipport effeAually fo rcfo- 
lute a meafure. * ' 

Hitherto their affairs had profpercd beyocwJ the 
Hiofl ianguine expe&ations of the wifeft amofigft 
tbenru Th« expeditixwi into Cisuiada excepted, thfef 
iad fucceedet^ in every entcrprize they bad fornu- 
ed; and had completely fruftrated every attempt 
that had bedn concerted agaiaft them. 

Their force at fea, though not confining of large 
ihips, was truly formidable from their numbers^ 
«ad tlie* captures they were contirrually making. 
They diftrefied the trade of Great Britain in every 
latitude ; the Weft Indies fwarmed with thcm.^ on 
the coaft of America hardly any vefiels could efcape 
them, that did not fail under eonvoy. They ii^ 
fefted the Mediterranean; they ventured even into 
the Bay of Bifcay, and the neighbourhood of the . 
Britifli Channel. 

Befide the great number of privateers fitted out 
at the expence of individuals, a confiderable pro- 
portion of ftout veffels, well equipped, and manned 
with excellent failors, and expert commanders, 
were in the immediate pay of th^ Congrefs itfelf. 
A gertain Ihare of the prizes they took, was appro- 
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^kt^d 'to ttie ptihliQ ; the remainder was diftributed 

- At lan«J nothing had beeti oftiitted to put eVerf • 
fccceffibW ^kce in a pdfture of defence : batteriel 
were fire^letf at all the ufual and commodious land- 
ifig^aidng the «oaft : forts had been conftruAed in 
every fituation that required thenii The forces in 
the field/ aftd in iminediate readinefs for fervice^ 
were exceedingly numerous, and well difciplined* 
They dmaunted, at the time of the declaration oi 
independency, vto upWai*ds of fourfdore thotifand 
ftien* 

- It wasf the general opif^on of the Eurdpean na-* 
tions, that Great Britain, n(kwkhftandiAg its vaft na-* 
val fuperiority, and theJ regular armies it wias about 
Cd fertd agaihft America, w6uld not be able t<J furnifli 
ft fufficient ftrength for the variety and Complicated- • 
nefs of military operations that would be tequired* 
It would be neceffary to carry on fevetal at the fame 
tiftie, in order to make a forcible impreffion on the 
Americans* Their difpofitions for defence werdi 
fuch, that if they were not affailed effedrually in 
many places at once, they would, by protracting 
the war, weary out and confume the Britilh troops 
merely by ikirmiihes and partial etigagemetits, and 
by harraffing them in that multiplicity of Ways they 
would have it in their power to do, from the nature 
of their country, and the advantage af fighting upbw 
their own ground. Here they would find an infi- 

. ni^ of refources at hand, while thofe of the enemy 
Would be extremely precarious, from their prodigi* 
ous diftance, and the time that would be loft in 
waiting for them* 

The great ftrength of the Britifli armament, oiV 
the other hand, was, by many good judges, efteem- 
ed capable of producing all the efFe<^s for which it 
was defigned. It confifted of fix fliips of the line> 
and near thirty frigates, befides other armed veffek . 
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and a multitude of tranfports. On bo^rd of thfefe iltaf 
an army of thirty thoufand men^ as fine troopi 
as any in Europe, furniihed abundantly witjb gll man* 
net of warlike neceflaries. Such an army had never 
yet been feen in thid hemifphere ;. and Great Britain 
alone was able to fend and fupport fo vaft a force at 
fuch a diftance. 

, It was under the comiband of Lord Howe, at 
Admiral, and of bis brother as General, bothoffi* 
cers of eminent merit in their refppAive depart- 
ments, and who pofTefled, in a high degree, the 
confidence attd efteem of the nation, on account of 
their perfonal fervices, and the charafter of intre* 
pidity inherent in their family. 

The Province of New York, from its central 
fituation, was fixed upon as the properefl for the 
commencement of military operations. As molt 
parts of it were acceflible by fea, it was not doubt- 
ed the poflefiion of it would be eafily obtained, l^o 
fituation could be more favourable for the moticms 
of either the fleet or the army : hoftilities could be 
carried on with equal fpeed and convenience to the 
troops employed in them, either in Connedicut or 
the Jerfeys, or in the interior parts of New Xork^ 
The fubjugation of the firft, would open the way to 
Maflachufet ; of the fecond to Pennfylvania, and 
of the third to the country between them and Ca- 
nada. By thefe means the communication would be 
cut off between the north and fouth Colonies, iind 
a junction wovjd be formed with the forces under 
the command of General Carlton. Could fuch a 
plan be carried into execution, it would, in all pro- 
bability, decide the fate of America in one fingle 
Campaign* 

It was with the utmoft chearfulnefs the officers^ 
and foldiers of the army that had gone from Bofton 
to Halifax, were apprized of their new dellination. 
They had now remained above two months in this 
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^fiifagi-eeabfe tlimate, confined to.the tranfp()rt5 fo^ 
want of quartets to accommodate them alhorc, and 
without a fufEciency of thofe refr efhmei^ts of which 
they, iiood fo much in need. 

As the feafon for action had been long begun^ 
Geftefei Howe grew impatient of delay, and reiol* 
ved t6 quit Halifax with the force he had, ahd pro^ 
ceed to New York, purpofing there to wait the ar- 
rival of the reinforcements that were now on their 
way from England. He failed accordingly about the 
middle of June^ and at the end of the month arrived 
at Sandy Hook; a point of Islnd that fianda at the 
entrance into that great body of watery which is fur* 
rounded by New York, Staten, and Long Ifland^ 
and is formed by the confluence of feveral rivets* 

The Americans^ who had long expeded him, had 
fortified every place that was accefEbk on the iiland 
where the xiity of NeW York ftadds. It was garrifoned 
with an army; and provided with a numerous artillery^ 
and every requifitefor a vigorous defence* Long Iiland 
was alfo T^'ell guarded, and a large body of troops 
lay encamped at the moft convenieiit landing-place* 

As the reinforcements were daily cxpedted^.it was 
judged moft prudent to undertake no defcent at 
either of thefe iflands till they were airived. The 
troops w6re landed at Staten Ifland, lying opppfitft 
to the former, where many of the inhabitants joined 
them. 

On the arrival of^ord Howe about the itiiddle 
of July, a circular letter was fent by him to the fe* 
veral Governors who had been lately difpoffeffed of^ 
their authority by their refpeAive Provinces^ in- 
forming them of the commiffion he had received, and 
direfting them to make as public ^s poffible a De- 
claration accompanying the letter* Hterein he made 
known the powers he was invefted with by the le-* 
giflature of Great Britain, in cortjunftion with hi$ 
brother, of granting general, or particular pardons, 
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to all thofe Who in the prefetit confufioos aiij d%^< 
tufi)ajiceS) might have departed from their al^ 
t^iance^ <aiid vrctt now wiUing to return to their 
dut^; and of declaring any colony^ town^ of 
diftrift, to be in the King's t^eace ; by which they 
i?mutd avoid the ^nalties they had incurred^ It 
f^rcriiiifedrat die fame time^ that the fervices ofthoCt 
Who contiribirfed to the re^eftabliihment of publia 
fran^uitity^ ftit&utd meet with due confideration^ 

Thi^ tetter and declaration were printed by ordw 
if tii^Gbhgref^ifa ali the ne^Mrt^papers^ with a pre^ 
fetory adVift^ifelTKjnt that they were thus made pub^ 
, Ik:, in order ti> let the people of the United Statet 
kf^dw the ¥)at\^e of the powers with which the Com^ 
miffioners were iftfl^efted. afid the terms witfc the ex-* 
^>edtflition of which the Britiih miniftry had fought 
to amufe and to difarm them ; that thofe who had 
ftttl relied li{K>li the juftice and moderation of Bri^ 
taki, might nov<r be convinced that they ma& truft 
to their ^lour alone for the pre&rvation of their lU 
bertiei. 

In the mean tiitte a tetter wa» fent by Lord Howe 
to General Wlaftiingtbn, to be delivered to him un- 
der the fu^perfcription of Oebrge Waflitngton, Efq*. 
But the General refufed to receive it, as not being 
tfirafted to him with the title and in the ftile fuita- 
tie to his ftfidion. His cfonduft in thi^ inftance wa^ 
particularly applauded by the Congrefs ; and they 
ordained that in future none of their officers ihould 
f eceive letters or meflages that were not addreffed to 
them according to their refpeCtive rank,. 

In order to obviate this difficulty, Adjutant-Gene- 
-tal Paterfoft was fent by General Howe, with a let-» 
fer direifted to ^^ George Wdhington, &€. &c..&c.*^ 
His reception was extremely polite ; upon his aik- 
ing for the General, he was immjediately admitted^ 
and theufual formality of blind-folding wasdifpen- 
fed with> as a peculiar mark of refpeft* The Gene- 
rat 
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4rftl received him in great form and dignity* Tbc 
Adjutant exprefled much concern in the behalf oi 
his principals^ on account of the difficulties that 
had afifen from the fuperfcription of the letter.; 
affured him of their high regard and efteem for his 
perfonal charader^ and that they had no intention to 
undervalue his rank. It was hoped therefore that 
the etceteras would remove all obflrud:ions to their 
mutual intercourfe. 

The General's anfwer was, that a, letter written 
to a perfon invefted with a public cbarader^ flxould 
fpecifyit; otherwilie it could not be diftinguiihed 
from a letter on private buiinefs : triye it was^ the 
0t ceteras implied every thing ; but it was no lefa 
true, that they implied any thing. He could not, 
confiftently with his charader^ receive any letter 
relating to public affairs, thatihould be directed to 
him, without a deiignation of his r^nk and office* 

It was obferved, in the courfe of converfation, by 
the Adjutant, that the powers entrufted tOf the Com« 
miffioners were very extenfive ; that they were rea- 
dy to exert thcmfelves to the wtmoft, in order ta 
bring about a reconciliation ; ^nd that he hoped 
the General would confidcr this vifit as a firft ftep^ 
tpwards-it. The General replied, th?it it did x\pt 
appear that thefe powers confifted m any more ths^x^ 
in granting pardoE^; but America not having com- 
mitted any offence, aiked for no forgiven^ft^ and 
was only defending her unqueftionable rights, 
. Thus ended a conference, from which it became 
evident, that all attempts ip the fame, line would, 
proye ineffe<ftual at prefent ; and that nothing ihort 
of a decided fuperiority in the field, would induce 
tjie Americans to relax of the refolutions they had 
taken fo unanimouily^ ^pd with fo much delibera- 
tion and folemnity, 

. The arrival of the jfleet and army in the neigh- 
bourhood of New York, had made no impre^on on 
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the Congrefs : they continued with the fame inflexf* 
bility in the purlliit of the meafures they had fra- 
med, executing them with great firmnefs^ . and 
punifhing with feverity all who oppofedthem. 

Some time before the arrival of this armament,' 
meafures had been concerted for an infurfe<ftiori at 
New York and Albany, the latter place efpecially, 
in favour of the Britilh government. The expec- 
tations formed by the inlurgents of being effeftually 
fuppofted by the Britifh forces, then daily expected, 
induced them to this nieafure ; but they were difr' 
covered; fome were ej^ecu ted, others imprifoned; 
numbers who had fled from thdir houfes, were treated 
as outlaws ; and the eftates of all thofe againft whoiQ 
proofs could be found, were confifcated. 

Such alterations were now taking place in every 
Province, as were judged befl adapted to the re- 
publican fyftcm eftablifhed by the declaration of 
independency. They adted herein with a boldnels 
and confidence the more' furprifing, as the great 
force intended againft them was' daily increafing by 
arrivals from Britain. But the firmhefs of the Con" 
grefs had infpired them with univetfal emulation, 
It was in the very face of this fleet and army, and 
while the firft was cafting anchor in fight of New 
York, and the fecond landing on Staten Ifland, that 
refolute body had declared America independent. 

It was far in the month of Aug-uft before the Bri- 
tilh forces could be colle<Sled. As foon as they 
were poflTeflfed of a fufiicient ftrength, the com- 
manders refolved to make an attempt upon Long 
JUand, which Jay more open to an attack than New 
York; Its fpacipufnefe afforded better fqope to the 
pperations ot ap army^ "aiid it would furnifti plenty 
pf provifions. 

rreparations being made by the fleet to cover the 
^efifcnt of tl^e j^rmy, it effe^ed a iandiijg, unoppo- 
sed^ 
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.ABg.22, fed^ between two fmall toWns, called 
i77^» Utrecht and Gravefend, on the neareft 
ihore to Staten liland. General Putnam lay en- 
camped at a fmall diflance with a numerous body, 
3t a place called Brookland^ on the northern ihore.^ 
His camp was on a peninfula, the whole breadth of 
which was fortiftedl The Eaft River, feparating 
him from New York, was on his left ; a marfli, ex- 
tending to the water-fide, on his right ; and behind 
iiim was the bay, A range of hills, covered with 
woods, fepaarated the Britiih and Provincial armies. 
The road to the enemy lay through a village called 
Flat Bufli : here began the afcent to the hills, and 
near it Was the principai^ pafs over them. 

General Putnam ordered large detachments to oc- 
cupy the hills and pafles. The center of the Britiih 
iarmy, compofcd of the Heffians, took poft at Flat 
Bufli ; the left was under General Grant, near the 
fea Ihore ; and the right, confiding of the major 
part of the Britiih troops, was under General Clin- 
ton, and Lords Percy and Cornwallis. 

On the twenty-fixth, towards evening. General 
Clinton, with the van of that part of the army, 
moved from Flat Bufli acrofs a large extent of coun- 
try, and feized upon a pafs in the hills of the ut- 
moft importance, which had been negledled by the 
enemy. The road being thus cleared, the main 
.body, which followed clofe under Lord Percy, 
crofled the hills without moleflation, and defcended 
into a low and level country, that lay oppofite to 
General Putnam's lin^es. 

Early in the morning of the twenty i-feventh, the 
engagement was begun at Flat Bufli, by the Heffian??, 
ainder General Heifter, and towards the water 
fide by General Grant ; and a heavy fire of cannon 
and mufketry continued with equal vigour on both 
fides during feveral hours. The fliips in the mean 
•while njade feveral motions on this right of the ene- 
P 4 my 
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my, which extended towards the water fide, 
was engaged with Geaeral Grant, in order to diflrad: 
their attentioa from their left and rear^ againil 
which the principal attack was intended. Tboitr 
who were engaged with the Heffians, firft dtfcovered 
the danger they were expofed to from the mover 
ments made by the Britilh troops under General 
Clinton, and be^n immediately to retreat towards 
their camp ; but they were incercepted by them, 
and forced back into liie woods, where they met 
again with the Heffiatis, Surroui^ded and over* 
powered with numbers, they had no other refource 
Jeft, than to break through them : this fome were 
fo fortunate as to efFed ; but many were cut to 
pieces in atten^pting it ; others efcaped through the 
woods, where numbers alfo were killed or t^ken. 

Their right, which was engaged with General 
Grant, was too late apprized of the misfortune 
which had befallen their left and center, to provide 
for their own fafety in due time, Their retreat was 
cut off by a body of Britilh troops, which had occur 
pied the ground on their rear, and who now fell 
ypon them with great fury. Some of them took 
ihelter in the woods ; the greater number endea- 
voured to make their way through a marlh that lay 
between them and their liqes ; but here many were 
' drowned or perilhed in the mud. 

The victory was total and complete. Their lofs, 
it has been afferted, amounted to between three and 
four thoufand ; of which more than two thoufand 
were flain in the battle and purfuit. Their beha* 
viour did them no difcredit ; while any hopes re- 
mained, they flood their ground with courage ; and 
when a retreat became neceffary, they fliowed no 
Jefs fpirit in their endeavours to effed: it. 

Among thofe Americans who fell on this day^ a 
^regiment from Maryland was particularly regretted, 
If confxft^4 wl^olly qf ypun^ men qf the b?ftfamif 
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Iie« in that Province/ They behaved with aftof 
niftiing intrepi4ity, an,4 were every one killed or 
wounded. , 

This was the gr^ateft blow the Americans had yet 
received. The lofs they fuftained ia the field^ 
though great, did not dt\u^l that depreflion of min4 
they underwent in confequence of it ; and which, 
outweighs all other = calamities in a conteft of this 
nature. What aggravated it ft ill more, it follo^4^ed 
direftly the proclamation of independency. By the. 
enemies to their caufc, it was reprefented as a pu-^ 
^ilhment ; and to the weakr minded it appeared 4s 9 
finifteromen. 

They loft, in this aftion, fome of their beft ofE- 
ipers and braveft foldiers. The body undej: Qeneral 
Putnam was compofed of felefted troops ; and thofe 
which took poffefiion of the hills were tlje phoiceftj^ 
iconfifting chiefly of markfmen. Had npt the pafs 
been difcovered, which opened the way for the Bri* 
tilh troops to crofs the hills, and ^iTail them in th^ 
rear, they. had no doubt of being able, from the 
advantage of their pofitioij, to have maintained their 
ground fuccefsfuUy. 

Great valour a^d ^ftivity were difplayed on thl$ 
occafion by the Britifli troops. They had long 
wilhed for an opportunity of meeting the Provint? 
icials on open ground, They found it; and it be? 
hoved then> to improve it to their honour. They 
were confcious it was at ftake. Had they not beea 
victorious, with the advantages they had fought and 
obtained, their reputation would have fuffered a 
fl:ain, which would not haveeafily been effaced. 

So impetuous was their ardour, that the eagernef? 
pf their purfuit could hardly be reftraiped by the or-r 
/lets of their Generals : they followed the enemy clofe 
pp to their line?, apd would have ?flaulted them di^ 
r^ly ; but the certitude of carrying them without 
ipfg by a regulaf a^t^ck, preycijt^ci ap ipdulgenp e of 
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this warmth^ which muft undoubtedly, however fuc*'* 
cefsful, have been attended with no fmall effufion 
of bjood. The Provincials were ftill not lefathaa 
fifteen thoufand ftrong ; and would, if compelled to 
a confiift that muft have proved fo critical and de^^ 
cifive, have probably made a moft defper^te de» 
fence. 

The conduA and military (kill exhibited through^ 
Q\xt the operations of this day, were highly ap- 
plauded by all judges, as well as the diligence and 
cxaftnefs with which every commanding officer ac- 
quitted himfelf in the execution of his refpedtive 
orders. 

This viAory was purchafed, when the importance 
/of it is confidered, at a very cheap rate. The killed 
and wounded in the Britilh army, did not exceed 
three hundreed and eighteen ; of whom only fixty 
one were flain. Eleven hundred of the enemy were 
taken, among whom were three Generals* 

The Britilh army encamped that very evening in 
front of the enemies lines, and the next day began 
to make preparations for a formal attack. But the 
Provincials, upon examination, appeared fo dimi^ 
laiihed by this defeat, that their officers thought 
it would be imprudent to venture a defence of their 
camp, unlefs it were affaulted before they could 
make a retreat, 

General Waihington himfelf, though a man of a 
fearlefs difpofition, and not apt td defppnd in the 
worft of times, did not think it propef to riik a fe-* 
cond aiftion, till the firft impreffions of that which 
was juft terminated to their difadvantage had fub^r 
fided. He had croffed over from New Yqrk in the 
height of the engagement, but too late to' retrieve 
the fortune of the day. He had the mortificatioi\ 
of feeing fome of his beft troops flaughtered or ta-p 
ken, without being able to afford them any affift? 
^nqc. The utnioft he could now propofe, was iq 
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fave tKofe tKat remained. He was well conviaced 
that an army fo numerous, provided with fuch an 
artillery, compofed of fuch excellent foldiers, and 
elated with viftory, could hardly be withftood at the 
prefent moment. New York required to be ftrength* 
ened, and no time was to be loft in withdrawing to 
that place. Were the wind to permit the Britifh fqua-^ 
dron to ftation itfelf between the camp aftd that 
city, all might inevitably be loft : fliould the troops 
on Long Ifland be defeated, the remainder of the 
Continental army might be fo difcouraged, as to 
lofe all hope, and no longer dare to fa^e the enemy, 
A retreat was therefore indifpenfible ; but this too 
was become a matter of difficulty, from the pofition 
of the Britilh army, invefting their works, and 
watching all their motions. 

In this extremity of danger. General Wafhington 
exerted himfelf with that vigilance and circumfpec- 
tion that peculiarly charafterifed him. During the 
pight of the twenty-ninth of Auguft, favoured by 
obfcurity, and in the profoundeft filence, he with- 
drew from his camp, and conveyed his troops to 
the adjacent ferry, with their baggage, and as much 
of their military ftores and artillery as could conve- 
niently be carried off. Here they embarked, and 
landed fafely on the oppofite fhore. This retreat 
was conducted with fo much order and fecrecy, 
that it was not difcovered till the next morning, 
when the Britilh troops took poffeffion of the camp 
and artillery abandoned by the enemy. 

A few days after this evacuation of Long Ifland, 
General Sullivan, who had been made a prifoner in 
the late adtion, was fent by Lord Howe to the Con- 
grefs with a meflfage, importing that though he 
could not confiftently treat with that affembly in 
the charadier they had aflumed, yet he would gladly 
jgqfeir witlj fon^e of their members in their private 

capacity 
4 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



JJ^ HI.$TOtY'Or ITHE 

Capacity,' and would meet them at asy place th^]^ 
vould appoint; He informed them, that he was 
empowered, with the General, to terminate the 
conteft between Great Britain and her Colonies in ^ 
manner acceptable to both. He expreffed an car- 
neil defire that a fettlement might take place before 
the events of war became fo decifive as to render it 
no longer a matter of choice for one of the parties 
to treat. Were the Congrefs inclined to enter into 
an agreement, much might be granted to them 
which they had not required* Should the confer- 
ence produce the probability of an accommodation^ 
the authority of Congrefs would be acknowledged, 
in order to render the treaty valid and complete in 
•every refpeft. 

The anfwer to this meflage was, that the CcHigrefs^ 
of the free and independent States of America, could 
not, confiftently with the truft repofed in them^, 
fend any of their members to confer with him in a 
private capacity. But that in order to evince how 
defirous they were to reftore peace and amity upon 
equitable conditions, they would depute a commit- 
tee of their body to learn whether he was authorifed 
to treat with perfons commiffioned by the Congreft 
for that purpofe, and what propofaIi% he had to 
offer. 

The committee appointed for this bufinefs, con-i 
fitted of Doftor Franklin, Mr. Adams, and Mr^ 
Rutledge, who waited upon Lord Howe at Staten 
Ifland, where they were received and enteftaine<i 
with great civility ar^d refpe^. 

The conference was ppened by Lord Howe^s ac-. 
quainting them, that though he could not treat with 
them as a committee of G9ngrefs, yet he was au- 
thorifed to confer with any gentlemen of influence 
in the Colonies, on the means of reftoring a goo4 
^nderfl:an4ing between Great Biritftin. jiQd An]^erical . 

to 
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• iT« this ttc Deputies replied, that they touldnoc 
•CBttfider themfelves in any other charafter than that 
in which'. Congrefs had. placed them ; but Ihoiiid 
however attend to any propofition . he might have 
liuthority to make for. the purpofe he had mea« 
tioned, 

LbrdHowe then entered upon the fubj.eft of th€ 
tiieetihg. in a difcourfe of fomc length. The chief 
purport jof it was to inform them of the fincere an<t 
^rneil defire of the Kii^g and miniilry to make the 
Britilh government eafy and acceptable to them in 
every Irefpesfl:* In cafe of fubmiffion, they were af- 
fured, that thofe afts of Parliament which were fo 
obnoxious to them, would undergo a revifal, and. 
the iniiradkions to Governors would be reconfidered | 
that if anyjuft caufes. of complaint were found ia 
the ^u&Sy or the inArudiions^ they might be re^ 
moved^ 

The Deputies niade-anfwer, that a return to the. 
domination of Great Britain was not now to be ex-* 
pedted. They. mentioned the repeated petitions o£ 
the Colonies to. the King and Parliament, which 
they complained had been treated with contempt, 
and anfwered by additional injuries* It was not^ 
faid they, till the iaft aft of Parliament, which de- 
nounced war againft' them, and put them out of the 
KingVproteftion, that the Americans declared them- 
felves independent. This declaration had been caU 
led for % the people of the Colonies in general.—* 
Every Colony approved of it, and they all now con- 
fidered themfelves as independent ftates, and had 
fettled, or were occupied in fettling^ their govern- 
ments accordingly. It was not therefore in the 
power of the Cpngrefs to agree for them that they 
i^ould return to their former dependent fituation. . 

** There was no doubt," continued they, " that 
the Americans were inclined to peace; and willing 
•^eateir into any treaty with Britain^ that might be - 
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advantageous to both countries. If there was th^ 
fame good difpofition in Britain^ it would be eafie^ 
for Lord Howe, though not empowered at prefent 
to treat with them as independent ftates, to obtain 
frelh powers from the Britifh Court for that purpofe^ 
than it would be for Congrefs to procure them from 
the fcveral Colonies^ to confent to fubmiffion.** 

Such an explicit declaration of their fentiihentx 
on the fubjeA in queftion, Ihowed at once that no 
sceommodatioii was at the prefenr to be- ejc peAcd^ 
and put an end to the conference. 
. Such was the report made to Congrefs by the 
committee. " It did not appear upon the whole,** 
added they, *^ that Lord Howe's commiffion con-^ 

• tained any other authority of importance, than that 
of granting pardons, with fuch exceptions, as the 
commiiBoners Ihould think proper to mak^, and of 

, declaring America, or any part of it, to be in the 
King's peace upon fubmiffion. The refidue of .the 
commiffion confifted in the power of inquiring into 
the ftate of America, and of conferring and oonfult* 
ing with any perfons the commiffioners might think 
fit. But upon their reprcfenting the refult of 
thefe converfations to the miniftry, thefe, on a fup- 
pofition the Colonies were to fubmit, might, after 
all ,or might not, at their pleafure, make any alter- 
tions in the former inftruftions to Governors, or pro- 
pofe in Parliament any amendment of the a£ts com- 
plained of. Any expedtation, therefore, from the 
cfTeft of the powers lodged in the coflimiffioners, 

' would be too uncertain and precarious to be relied 
upon by America, had Ihe even continued in her 
ftate of c ependence/' 

As the Congrefs feemed now immovably deter- 
mined to perfift in the refolucion of maintaining in- 
dependency at all events. Lord and General Howe, 
in quality of commiffioners, j-udged it neceflary to 
pubiLftx a declaration, whcccin, after taking notice 
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9i that Ailembly's refufal to accept of the terms of 
reconciliation offered to fhem, they informed the 
people of America, that they were equally defirous 
to confer with all well-difpofed perfons, upon the 
means of reftoring the public tranquility, and-^a* 
blifhing a permanent union with any Colony, as a 
part of the Britilh empire. 

Herein it was reprefented, that it being the un- 
doubted intention of the King and Parliament to 
remove any caufes by which the people of Ame- 
rica, might be aggrieved, it behoved the inha- 
bitants at large, ferioufly to refleft upon their 
prefent condition, and to judge for themfelves, 
whether it were more confiftent with their honour 
and bappihefs, to offer up their lives as a facrifice 
to the unjuft and precarious caufe, in which they 
were engaged, or to return to their allegiance, ac^^ 
ccpt the bleffings of peace, and be fecured in the 
enjoyment of their liberty and their properties, upon 
the true principles of the Britilh conftitution, 
_ In the mean time, the moft adive and vigorous 
mcafures were refolved upon. The Provincial forces 
that had evacuated Long liland^ were now pofted 
at New York: where they had erefted batteries on 
every fpot that could admit, of them. They were 
inceflantly occupied in firing upon the Britilh troops 
and (hipping, which kept up no lefs conftant a fire 
vpon them« The Eafl; River lay between both ar-* 
mies* Its breadth in this place was about twelve 
hundred yards. The Britilh troops were extremely 
impatient to pafs it, and attack the .enemy, who lay 
partly in the city of New York, and partly on the 
main land, guarding every place where they fuf- 
pedted the royal army might iittempt to make a 
defcent. 

The ihips of war had now ftationed themfelves in 
that part of the river which faces the city, and were 
«)atiQually engaged with the batteries on Ihore. It 
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was not without m€ich difficulty they filenced ffccjA 
which had proved the moft troublefomej dnd ena-* 
bled the troops to feize upon thofe iflands, which^ 
though fmall, annoyed them codfiderably by the 
.continual fire of the cannon planted upon them, and 
without the pdfleffion of which, the operations in- 
tended could not take place. This unceafing can-f 
tioilade lafted feveral days^ and kept both parties ia 
tontinual alarms^ 

The intention was to make a defcent ujkm thd 
jfland where New York ftands* In order to divert 
the enemy's attention from the real place of attack^ 
feveral ftiips were direfted to move up the river, to 
the north of the ifland ; other parts were threatened 
In the fame manner* The more to embarrafs the 
enemy, a fmall ifland was fecured facing t|^e center 
of New York Ifland* 

On the 1 5th of September, a large body of Britiffi 
tfoops embarked, unobferved by the Provincial 
army,- and proceeded to a bay three miles to the 
toorth above the city* As the enemy had not ex-* 
J)efted they would have chofen this place, they had 
not prepared it for any confiderable refiftance. The' 
Ihips attacked their works with fo much vigour^ 
that they were foon abandoned, and the troops fct 
<jn fliore* 

When the enemy faw them landed, they did not 
-ehufe to rifle a defence of the city, and left it in- 
ftantly, retiring to the north of the ifland, where 
their principal force was coUefted-i They loft upon 
this occafion a great part of their artillery, and mi- 
litary fliores, as well as a confiderable number of 
prifoners* They did not, however, retire without 
fighting, and engaged the Britifli troops wherever 
they found an opportunity of making an advan- 
tageous ftand. But it was obferved at the fame 
time, that they did not ad altogether fo vigoroufly 
as in thie late »ftion upon Long Ifland, whether it 
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W\^t ^#6ce6d ftbtn the lofe they had thttt fuftain-- 
«d of many of their btft officer^ and foldiers, of* 
\hat it had fomewhat difpiritcd them* 

The leftgth of the illand of New York is full fif* 
teen mile^ ; but the breadth not more than two; 
Whelfe broadeft. This made it eafy for the Bf itiA 
ibrc^s to extehd their camp from fliore to ihore% 
The enemy lay in great force oppofite to them. 
They had ftrengtheilieci the ground they occupied 
in fuch a manner, ais to render it Very difficult and 
tiaiigerous to attack them* In order to fecure k 
t:6rtiftiunfJcation, and a retreat, if neceffary, to - the 
continent^ they had been particularly careful to for- 
tify the paffage called King's Bridge, by erefting 
very confiderable works on both fides of the water* 

Their diftancc from the Britilh encampment wafs 
KlOt above two miles ; but the intervening ground 
was full of narrow paffes and defiles, which were in 
their poffeffion, and of fuch a nature, as to enabte 
a fmall number to maintain them with facility againft 
a much greater, ^ 

' General Walhington had very judicioufly chofen 
this pofition. He could from thence advance or re- 
tire at pleafure, without apprehending to be cut off 
•in cafe of a defeat, as he was determined to riik no 
general engagement, and to fend out only ikirmiih- 
ing patties, thefe, in cafe of repulfe, could eafily 
l^ithdraw to their iriain body, which was fo pofted, 
as to coVer their retreat, without being compelled 
to expofe themfelves out of their ftrong holds, in 
order to fecure- it. 

' Another motive was, that he found itneceflfary to 
give them time. to recover from the difcourage- 
ment they had experienced from their late defeatS4 
•The flcilfulnefs and difcipline obferVed in the 
Royal army, they had found, to their colV^ to be 
Ihuch fuperior to their own ; and though far from 
bdng deficient in courage, yet they perceived that 
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the advantages, refulting from them were fuck M 
time aad experience only would procure. For thi* 
Tcafon, their commander, without venturing any^ 
thing decifive, kept them in continual exercife 
againd: their enemy. Skirmilhes and encounters 
happened daily ; and it begun to be noticed by the 
JBritiih troops, that the Americans gradually reco- 
vered their fpirits, and behaved with much more 
firmnefs than they had done lately. 

The poifeffion of New York was not attettded 
with all the advantages that had been expeAed^ Ip 
had been concerted by the enemy, previous to it$ 
.falling into the hands of the Britifh troops, if it were 
not found tenable, to commit it to the fkmesy rathef 
.than thefe fliould reap any benefit from being p6f- 
fefled of it- The precipitation vvith which they 
^abandoned that city, prevented them at that time 
from carrying their intent into execution ; but a 
few diays after, fome perfons, ^yho had been left b^ 
.hind for that purpofe, watching the opportunity of 
dry weather and a high wind, fet fire to the city 
in the dead of night, by means of combuftibles, 
which they had difpofed with great dexterity in va- 
rious places.* The conflagration was dreadful ; 
. many parts at once being fuddenly in a blaze. 
Notwithftandingtbe fpeed and adtivity with which 
the foldiers and failors exerted themfelves, the raplJ- 
dity of the flames was fuch, that a fourth part of the 
city was confumed. Several of thofe who had, it 
, was faid, been the incendiaries, were, on being dii"- 
covered, treated without mercy ; and were, by thp 
irritated feamen and foldiery, thrown inflantly iwtor 
. the niidft of the fire# 

The fituation of the enemy in the ftroflg grouncfs 
between the crty and King's Bridge, rendering an^ 
attack there extremely hazardous, it was determined 
10. make fuch movements as to compel him to aban^ 
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~ • f 2th Oft* don them; For this purpofe an embark- 

177^- ation was made of moft of the troopi 
in flat-bpttomed boat$, in which they were fofeljf 
convieyed through a dangerous paflage called Hell 
(htc, and landed near the town of Weft Chefter,. 
lying on the continent towards Connefticut* 

Lord Percy was left with a c6nfiderable force for* 
the protedion of New York, while the fleet fur-* 
rounded that ifland on every fide, and from the ju-» 
dicious pofition of the fliips, could at any time af^ 
ford a flicker, in cafe of a difafter, or improve any 
fuccefs that might be obtained. 

From its encampment near Weft CJheftei^, after 
baving received a lupply of men and provifions, the 
arihy moved to NewRochelle, fituated on the found 
feparafing Long Ifland from the continent. Kterc, 
bising joined by frefli, reinforcements, it was deter- 
mined to intercept the communication between th* 
Provincial army and Connedlicut^ and to furround 
it in fucb a manner^ as to force it, through wane 
of provifions, to leave its ftrong holds, and venttar^ 
an engagement to extricate itfelf* 

The Koyal army was now poftcd In What is called 
the lower road from New York to the Northern Co- 
lonies. The upper lies through an extent of high 
lands, known by the name of White Plains> full of ^ 
* craggy hills, and difficult paflfes. Thither the army ' 
began its march, after leaving a fufiicient force to 
iecure the lower foad, and the communication with 
thofe places fronl whence ftores and neceflfaries wer^ 
to arrive. 

. General Howe^s motions greatly alarmed the ?to- 
Vincials^-^^They perceived that by remaining in their 
cftcampment, though too ftrong to be forced, yet 
they would be ftraitened to luch a degree, a^ to hi " 
^mpejkd to quit it at a difadvantage, of which he 
would ttot fail to make the moft, to their great de* 
trimt nt, i;f toot their total ruin. Were an engage* 

Q^a men 
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mfi!Jtto«nfuie,'unlef8tiiey proved viftortous, their 
ebnditioh wouH be critical in thfe extreme ; a retreat 
would be next to impradticable, from the fuperi-: 
wity ih number bf the Britlfh forces, and the oppo*/ 
fition they would meet from the fhipping. 

But exclufive of theFe confiderations, fatigue> 
bad quarters^ want of doathing, and of fome of the 
moA eflfential neceffaries, fait efpecially, had occa- 
fidie'd mlich ilinefs among the Ptovincials, which 
Was further intreaied by a vice very predominant 
aiSbiong many trf* the American?, indolence, and 
careleflhefs ^n what related to their perfons, furni- 
ture,' aiid manner of feeding : a deficiency the more, 
^prifihg, as they chiefly driginate from the Eng- 
Kft^ who arc indisputably the moft cieanly people 
ijpon earth, and wht)fc examples and manners they 
had alXv^ys been fond of imitating. 
■ The evidence and proxitriity of the danger they 
^e1*e in, called up the \\hx)\t attention of i?he Ame- 
rkran cdirtittanders. . In a ciouticii of war lummone^ 
upon this occaifion, it was refolved to q>iit their pte- 
ient pofitioi), and extend the army into a long, bur 
Well ftcured line, by throwing lip works along its 
front, and fortifying all the advantageous pofitions 
they could feize. In this manner the Provincialarmy. 
ftretched along the ground oppofite to that where 

.tlie Royal forces were rnarchiiYg, from Valentine's- 
Hiir, near King's-Btidge,on the right, to the White 
Plains, on the left. The Brunx, a river of confi- 

, ^derable depth, lay on their front, bet^^een thc^m 
and the. R^oyal army ; and the North River coveteiJ 
their rear, at no great diftaftce; the intermediate 
fpacc between fecuring a paiTage for their hewy bag* 
gage up th^ country, In cafe of neceflity^ t 

. The pofitton of the Provincials was fo advan* 
tageous, that great circiimfpetflion was requifite to 
prevent them from moiefling the Royal arttiy; * It 
moved forwards with great compadlnefs ancr^igi- 

lance. 
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' JMBctj an4 left no opcHing for tbe CBeiny to ?viiil 
Ijimfelf qf. This did not Jiowf v^r di£?WF^[p them 
from puifeing fuf^dry detaciiiment^ pv^r |he Brwik, 
and ikirmiihiog upon ^very favqu^gble occ^^n; 
bvit ti^ough fotn^tifp^s fuce^f^ful, ^hey were gend- 
Tftlly worfte<^* Upon the ^pxQ^^h pf the Royal 
army t^ the White PI^ias, ^y were obliged at laft 
%Q call 'in aU tHeir dets^hm^nt^^ ^pd to fdrtn one 
.£ngle encfimpcnei^t on the bg^ks q^ the Iruni^^ in 
front of the Britilh army, on the oppofife fide qf 
.that river. 

On the twenty-eighth d^^ of 0<aober, at b^f al^qf 
i3ay, the Britilh tfoops, divided in tWQ ^olupins, 
.advanced towar-ds the White Plains. T^c enemy 
.iuaintained the. gro\^n4 in froqt, occupiied by their 
feveral detached parties, till Jiear twelve o'clocH^ 
when they withdrew to their main body, which was 
preparing for the more ferious engagement which 
they forefaw.muft now take place. 

At noon, the Bridlh army drew up in order of 
battle, and marched to the epemies. They yf€K 
.(Irongly polled upon an eminence, the fides of which 
were prptefted by the Brunx. Over this river there 
was but one convenient ford, the banks of which 
were very fteep and rocky. Qn perceiving the ap* 
proach of the Britilh troops, they came out of their 
lines, and occupied the grounds adjoining to the 
ford with a large force, and a confiderable number 
pf field-pieces. 

Four Britilh regiments, with a body of Heffians, 
and fome companies of dragoons, were felected to 
force this important paflage. They jxjarched down 
to the ford, croffed it, and through a dreadful fire 
of mulketry, grape-lhot, and cannon, afccnded the 
hill, the bottom of which commences at the ford, 
in excellent order, and with great intrepidity. Upon 
gaining the fummit of that eminence, they were at 
-firft bravely received by the enemy; Uut. thpir ^t- 

0.3 ^ack 
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tack was condudcd with fuch fteadinefs andvigouf^ 
that they drove th^m from their pofts, and compel 
led them to retire towards their entrenchments. 

By this time^ largedivifions of the Britilh army had 
followed that which forced the paflageof the Brunx. 
They made themfelves completely matters of the 
ground that had been poffefled by the enemy^ after 
diflodging them from a variety of pofts^ which 
they maintained with gre^t obftinacy till towarih 
evening. 

A large divifion of the Britiih and Heffian troops 
encamped in the night within cannon-fliot of the 
enemy's entrenchments; and the whole army lay 
upon their arms, intending to attack the enemy's 
camp next morning. But as foon as it was lights 
the Provincials were difcovered to have made uich 
additional works to the lines they had thrown up be- 
fore, that it was judged too dangerous to attack 
them without a greater ftrength. Reinforcements 
being arrived, preparations were made for the dc- 
iigned aflault, but it was prevented by a rainy and 
tempeftuous night, that quite frufttated the arrange-^ 
ments that had been taken for that purpofe. 

But whatever Ihow the Provincials had made of a 
refolution to ftand their ground, when they faw that 
difpofitions were making in the Britilh army which 
indicated a vigorous attack, they thought it molt 
advifable to withdraw. They accordingly broke up 
their camp in the night of the firft of Npvember, 
and removed into a mountainous country, called 
the Townlhip of Newcaftle, having previoully fet 
fire to the hdufes in White Plaiqs, and the neighs 
^urhood. 

What principally intimidated the Americans on 

thi$t)Ccafion, was the formidable appearance of the 

batteries with which they faw their lines threatened, 

fron; feveral heights furrounding them. They w^re 

^fo no lefj appreh^en%9 that General ^Jowe might 

pcflefj 
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pofibfs himfelf of the hills that lay in the rear of the 
Provincial army^ by which he would command it 
in fuch a manner^ that a retreat would become im« 
pradicable in cafe of a defeat. 

Neither wa$ a formal engagement: any part of the^ 
fyftem formed by General Waihington. To avoid 
it was the fettled intent of all his operations^ which 
tended to no more than to harrafs and fatigue the 
enemy, and accuftom his own people gradually to 
face them, that whenever it Ihould be abfolutely 
requifite to come to a pitched battle, they mjight 
be fo well trained and ufed to face their enemies, 
that a reafonable confidence might be placed in their 
exertions. 

In thp mean time, Greneral Howe fully perceived, 
that nocwithflanding his repeated endeavours, he 
could npt bring the enemy to an adtion, and that 
from the fituation of the country, and their know* 
ledge of every place and fpot where they could fix 
themfelves advantageoufly, it would be impoffible 
to compel them to nght but upon the moft unequal 
and hazardous terms. He therefore took the deter- 
mination of ceafing a purfuit, that would only prove 
the more ineifeftual the longer it was continued, 
and to turn his attention to the difpoiTeffing them of 
the forts and faftneffes they ftill retained in the 
neighbourhood of New York. The diftance at 
which they had retired, would render the conqueft 
of thefe places a work of much lefs difficulty than it 
would have been, had fuch an attempt taken place 
before the Brittlh troops had gained a decided fupe- 
riority in the field. 

In order to carry this meafure into execution, a 
body of troops advanced to King's Bridge, from 
which the Americans withdrew, without oppofition^ 
into Fort Waihington, which was immediately in- 
vefted. This fort was fituated on the weftern fide 
^f New York iiland, at a fmall diftance from King's 
0^4 Bridge, 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



14* HISTaUT OF' THE 

bridge, and almoft oppofite to Fort Lee, lateijr 
ereded on the other fide of the water, in the Pro-? 
vince of Jerfey. The fortifications, though ia good 
order, were not fufBciently ftrong to refill the weight 
of fuch artillery as would be brought agaioft it, if 
ncceffary. Its ''chief ftrength was in its fituation, 
and the difficulty of approaching it without bemg 
expofed to a heavy fire from the garrifon, and the 
adjacent works and lines that furrounded it op every 
fide. It was defended by three thoufand men, and 
well provided with artillery, and feemcd to threatei^ 
^ftout refiftance.^ 

The Governor, Cqlonel Magaw, being fummon-? 
cd to furrender, and having made anfwer that ho 
would defend the fort to thelaft extremity, it wa3 
determined to make a general attack. Four divi- 
fions of the army were employed for this purpofe* 
One of them, cempofed of Heffians, under General 
i6th Nov, Knyphaulen, moved forward about noon^ 

1776- from King's Bridge; a thick wood lay 
licfore him, where the enemy was poftcd fo advan* 
tageoufly, that it was a confiderable time before he 
could penetrate, During this attack, a body of 
Britifh light infantry advanced upon a party of the 
enemy, who were pofted behind rocks and trees,, 
from whence they kept up an inceflant fire. They 
difperfed them, however, by climbing a fteep 
afpent, from whence they fcame down upon the 
enemy with fuch impetuofity, that they were un- 
able to withftand them. They were followed and 
fupported by a d^tachmeut of the Guards, undei! 
General Mathews, and another body of Britifh 
troopsji under Lord Cornwallis. In the mean time, 
another divifioft, under Lord Percy, carried an adi 
vanced work ; apd Colonel Sterling, at the head of 
the forty-fecond regiment, forced his way upadift-* 
cult height, which was very refolutely defended : he 
gained the fummit^ where t)e toqk a confiderable 

numtiQ? 
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nmmber of priifoners^ ai^d greatly fi^cUitated Lord 
Percy's fvjccef^ 

: Colond R.aj[|q, who 1^ the right column of Ge-^ 
licr^l Knyphaufeii's attack, forced the enemy fron^ 
their pofts, ^fter an obftinatQ refiftance, pulhed 
fbrwiurd to theij: ^dvapcjed works, and lodged hU • 
fiolymn withjq oqe hundred yard^ of the fort, H© 
W2^$ fooH after- joined l?y t$e left 9olun:in^ under 
Cpeneral Knyphatifen ; upon which the garrifon fur- 
rendered prifoners oif war. 
; As Fort Lee lay oppofite to Fort Walhington, it 
was neceflfgry to fecqr^ it, in order to acquire the 
full commamj pf t;he North River, To this inteni 
I^ord Cprnwallis cr<)flred Qver the jiver to the Jerfey' 
ftde, wi^h a ftrong body, and marched with all tx^ 
pedition towards the fort, in prder, if poffible, to 
furprig^ thQ garrifon. Herein he certainly would 
h^v^. fucceedod, had not ^ countryman apprized 
then) of thqir danger. It was with much difficulty^ 
iStb Nov. and in the . utmqft confufion, that the/ 

177^- . effefted an efeape, leaving all their artiU 
l^ry and warlike ftor^s, their tpnts ftanding, aad all 
their provifions. 

- In confi^uencQ of th^fe fuccefle$, the Britifli troops 
penetrated into the further moft parts of both Eaft 
gnd Weft Jerfey, without meeting any oppofition, 
the eneniy carefully avoiding them every where. 
They extended the quarters in which they propo-* 
fed to winter, from New Brunfwick, as far as tl^e 
river Delaware. Had a fufficient number of boats 
been at hand, for the ferrying over the Britifl> 
troops, it is highly probable that Philadelphi:^ 
would have fallen into their hands, to great was th^ 
confternation among the Americans at that period* 
?ut as an attempt of this kind had been expedled, 
pare had been duly,taken to remove them.in time. 

While Lord Cornwallis, and the different parties 
Jjnjjcr hi^ QQojniaod, were Qver-running the Jerfeys, 

an 
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an expedition was undertaken againft Rhode liland^' 
under the direction of General Clinton, and Admi- 
ral Sir Peter Parker, Their fuccefs was complete; 
the Provincials abandoned the ifland at their ap-r 
proacb, and they made themfelves mailers of it 
without lofing a man. By this meafure, the Ame- 
rican fquadron, under Commodore Hopkins, was- 
compelled to withdraw as far up the river Provi- 
dence as it was pradticable, and to continue there 
blocked up and ufelefs. 

The fuccefs which had attended the Britiih arms 
during the prefent campaign, began to make a fe- 
riousimpreffionupon numbersof the people throughf^ 
•out the continent. Notwithftanding the firmnefs 
exprefled by their leaders, many feemedto entertain 
but faint hopes of their being able to continue «fr 
feftually their refiftance to the power of Britain,--^ 
Such as were difinclined to hoftile meafures, were 
not wanting to reprefent in their ftrongeft light, the 
calamities which had already been experienced in fo 
many parts ©f the continent, and the ftill greater 
miferies they fhould endure by perfifting in a con- 
teft that appeared fo unequal. 

Thefe rcprefentations had their weight with mul- 
titudes. Notwithftanding the violence with which 
the warm advocates of independency fupported the 
propriety of that meafure^ there were many who 
did not fcruple openly to declare, that peace and 
reconciliation with Great Britain;^ would have been 
far more eligible^ 

Sentiments of this kind^ though combated with 
great force and energy by the contrary party, were 
the more alarming to thofe who were at the head of 
public affairs, as they daily perceived a vifible de- 
clenfion of that ardour in the caufe for which they 
were contending, which had fo forcibly animated 
all claffes in the laft campaign, and the beginning 
4)f tl^e.preft^Jt. They had prpmifed themfelves a 
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l^ontinuance of this dlfpoiicion. Relying upon the 
fpirit that manifefted itfelf throughout the Colo* 
nies, they had ventured to take; the bold and decU 
five refokition of declaring America independent. 
The confidence with which they had a&ed before, 
and after that meafure, had furprized the world, an4 
inclined refle<fting people to think, that they had 
more refources in contemplation than they chofe (o 
divulge. 

But when in this depreffion of their circum- 
ftances, they faw none of that affiftance appeaf 
which they conjeftured had been expedted, and h% 
the certitude of which they imagined that fo many 
daring meafures had been taken, they began to call 
In doubt the prudence and forefight of thofe who 
had adopted them, and, to be of opinion, that ralh- 
nefs and intemperate councils had produced them^ 
The danger was fo great, the preffures of every kind 
fo heavy, that it now teemed, unlefs they had prQ- 
Vided friends to fuccour them in their prefent diffi* 
cuities, they ^yould unavoidably fink under them ; 
and that, if having endeavoured to obtain them, 
they had failed in the attempt, they were guilty of 
ft fatal precipitation and overfight in the manager 
ment of their affairs, and had a^d very unwilely 
^n bidding defiapcc to the power q( Qfeat Bi^itaint 
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CHAP. XXII. 
^ranfaSlions in Qinada^ 

I776t 

WHILE the campaign in the Proyiac? tjf 
New York and its ^cyacencies was carried 
on with fo much vigour and af^ivity^ the operfitiaas 
io Canada were no lei's fpirited and remarkable* 

After theexpulfion of the Provin<;ial troops fi?oi9 
tbofc parts^ and the reftoration of p^c^ce and fecur 
rity to the government of Quebec, General Carlton 
j^urned his attention to the great obje^ he had long 
had in view^ that of penetrating into the Cc^onies^ 
by way of the Lakes. 

The Provincials were now coUeded in gre^ 
force at Crown Point, and were abfolute mafters o^ 
Xake Champlain, where Britain had not a fingle 
veffej to oppofe them. Had not this been the <?afej| 
they would have been purfued ia their retreat, by 
.the troops under General Burgoyne fo clofely, th^^t 
it is probable the difcouragemept they were in, from 
the lofles they hacl fuftained, ^d from that Ulpefs 
fo much dreaded in America, the fmall pox, which 
was then fatally raging among them, would have 
given fo decided an afcendancy to the Britifh arms, 
that all refiftance would have fallen before them ^ 
they would have reduced all the forts that com- 
manded the communication between Canada and the 
Colonies, and opened an entrance into thefc, that 
would have facilitated the operations of the fleets 
and armies of Great Britain in every other quarter. 

The principal point now in view, was to remove 
thofe obftacles with all poffible expedition. This 
w^s an arduous undertaking, fnU of difficulties ancj 

impe* 
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tmpe^ttftents, and that required a peculiar degree 
t5f courage and perfeverance to fi'irmount. But the. 
neceffity oFaccompli'lhing It, infufed uncommon 
animation into all thofe who were concerned, and 
j5roduced fuch efforts and exertions as were truly 
great and aftonifliing^ . 

In order to acquire a fuperiority upon the 
Lrake, it was calculated that no lefs thap thirty 
yeflels would be required^. Some of the largeft, 
indeed, came from England ; but it was neceffary 
to take them ihtiirely to pieces, and to re-conftruft 
them, beiides the immenfe labour which the carry-* 
i'ng and 6Dnveying of fuch cumberfome and pr^odi* 
gious loads occafioned.. 

The ^reateft ©bflrudlion lay in thofe rapid cur-- 
rents of tVater, that run between Lake Chaiiiplaia 
and the River St. Lawrence. Here the toil and pa- 
tience of the Britilh feamen and foldiers w^ere almoft 
incredible : they tranfported over land, and dragged 
tip thefe rapids, thirty large long boats, a number 
of flat-bottomed boats of confiderable burthen, a 
gondola of thirty tons, and above four hundred 
batteaux. 

This ftupeadous undertaking was completed in 
thrde tnontbs. No lefs a difpatch was wanted. The 
importance of the objedl, and. the ihortnefs of the 
time that would be left for military operations, from* 
the latenefs of the feafon, were motives that haftencd 
the labour and diligence with which this armament 
was equipped, to fuch a degree, that the principal vef- 
fel, carrying three mafts, and eighteen twelve pounds 
^rs, was finiihed in twenty eight days from the laying 
of her keel; and completely rigged and fitted for ae- 
tion^ The fame fpeed and eagernefs atchieved the 
whole of this laborious and perplexing bufinefs, in 
a proportionable fpace of time. 

' It was intended, after fecuring the navigation of 
the Lakes, and taking polTeffion of the forts com- 

manding 
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tnanding them^ to pulh forwar<is with all expedite* 
^ufnefs to Albany, where they would meet wttH 
iiich accommodations as would enable them to wirw 
ter commodioufly. In this cafe they would be a£ 
hand, as foon as the feverity of that feafon was over^ ' 
to CQroperate in fo decifive a manner with the armjr 
at New Yorky as to^xuta fuccefsful termination to 
the war early irt the fpring. 

Itl the beginning of OAober, the fleet was in rea- 
dihefs* It confided, exclufive of the Aip already^ 
mentidned,*; of two ftotit fchooners, the one mount- 
ing fourteen, the other twelve fix pounders^ a large 
flat bottomed radeau, with fix twenty-four, and fix 
fwelvti potmders, and a gondola with eight nine 
pounders* Twenty veflels of lefler fize, called gun 
boats, carried each a brafs piece of ordnance, from 
taine to twenty-four pounders, or howitzers. Seve* 
ral long boats were equipped in the fame manner- 
Befides thefe, there was a great number of boats and 
fenders of various, fizes, to ferve as trahfports for 
the troops, baggage, warlike ftores, provifions, and 
Mil the other appurtenances of the army, that was to 
be cotiveyed ever the Lake under the proteftion of" 
this fleet* 

It was manned with a (eleft body of feamfen, and 
the guns were ferved by a detachment of the corps 
6( artillery. Officers aild foldiers, chofeii out of 
the troops that belonged to this expedition, werq ap* 
poiftted to the management of the fmall arms. Thofe 
tvho were prefent on this occafion, unanimdufly con-- 
curred in acknowledging that they had never feen 
a completer ^f|)teparation both for military and naval 
Service. 

The liaVal force of the Provincials bdre tio pro-- 
portion to the Britilh. The lift amounted to m 
Ihore than fifteen veflels, the largeft of which was 
ft fchooner, and mounted twelve fix and fout 
poufidcrs* Notwithftanding they knew the impor- 
% tanc^ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



X A T Bi w A. »• a5^ 

^atanbe of prcferving the fuperiority on the Lake, 
. 5ind had exerted themfelves to the utmoft of their 
ipower^ they had not been able to attain their point 
in any degree adequate to the preffingnefs of the 
occafion. The truth was, they were deficient ia 
-many requiiites for that purpofe. Befides the waa^ 
.of materials for conftrudtipn, they had not a fufiici. 
ency of other ftores, and their fea ports were fa 
^aken up in the building of privateers, and Ihips. 
for the fervice of Congrefs, thai; no carpenters could 
befpared* 

They prepared themfelves, however, with the 
force they had, to encounter that of Britain ; and 
endeavoured to fupply the defeat of ftrength, by the 
dexterity of their management* They wercL com- 
manded by General Arnold, lately promoted to this 
rank, on account of his gallant behaviour in many 
inftances, fince the commencement of the war* 
.Though not bred a feaman, he had exhibited Co 
many proofs of an uncommo^ genius, in whatever 
he had attempted, that Congrefs did not hefitate to 
trull him with t;he important commifSon of defend- 
ing the Lakes againft a much fuperior pow^r* 

On the eleventh of Oftober, General Carlton, d£ 
the head of the Britilh fleet, came up with the Pro- 
vincial armament. It was drawn up with great 
ikill, between an illand and the main land, in order 
to prevent the Britilh fleet from fur rounding it* Aa 
action now began that lafted fome hours, and wai 
4naintained with equal courage on both fides* The 
.wind being unfavourable, prevented the llrang- 
eft veflTels of the Britilh fleet from coming to adion- 
The engagement was fupported by a fchoonet of 
twelve fix pounders, and the gun boats : they be- 
haved with extraordinary firmnefs, but the inequa- 
lity of fuch a combat, induced General Carlton to 
draw them oif> and to order the fleet to he anchored 
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in a line, that k might, oti d change of ^?nd, \M 
ready for an immediate attack upon this enemy. ' 

The Provincials loft in this day's fight, a veflel 
of twelve guns, which was the ftrOngeft they had; 
together with one of their beft gondolas* Great eX'- 
ecution was done among their other vellels by the 
Britifli gun boats^ in which the corp^ of artHlerj^ 
Was chiefly ftationed. 

From th« lofs that had befalleA th*m, they were 
now fully convinced that they WOulti not be able to 
Hand an attack from the whole fleet ; they deter- 
mined therefore to make the beft of their way to 
Crown Point, where they fliould lie Under the fticl- 
ter of the guns of that fortrefs. They took the ad- 
Vantage of the enfuing night accordingly, and, faS 
voured by darknefs, withdrew unperceived, *nd 
were the next morning out of fight t but the l3ri- 
tifti fleet purfued them with fo much expedition, 
that after a chace of near two days, they ^lere over- 
taken upon the fecond, and compelled to coiiie to 
aftion in their defence* 

It continued with great warmth upwards of two 
hours. Thofe veflek, in the mean while, which 
were moft a-head, crouded fail and efFedted their 
efcap'e : they pafled Crbwn Point and ran for Ticon- 
deroga. Only two galleys, and' five gondolas, re 
mained with General Arnold. With thefe he made a 
long and intrepid ftand ; but his fecond in commiaAd, 
General Waterburg, being takeh with hi-s veflel, 
and the others making but a faint refiftance, he de- 
termined, in order to prevent his people artd fliip- 
ping from falling into the enemy's hatids, to run 
thele afliore, and fet them on fire. He executed 
his intenrion with great ikilfulnefs. 

Though General Arnold had been unfucc^fsftif 
on this occafion, the difparity of ftfength duiy 
Gonfidered, he loft no reputation, and rofe on the 
Contrary in the eftimation of his countrymen. He 

had 
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tad, ih their bpinioiij Acquitted himfelf with no 
lefs ability in this naval encounter, than he had 
done at land before* One particular gained him 
much dpplaufe. He remained on board the veffel 
he commanded, and kept her colours flying,, till 
ihe was on fire, to prevent the enemy from boarding 
lier arid flriking thfem. 

This vidtory over the l^raVincial fleet was com* , 
^lete and decifive. It broke entirely their naval 
force Upon the Lake; a few only of their veflels 
cfcaped to Lake George } and the garrifon of* Crown 
point j having deftrOyed whatever could not be mov- 
ed off, evacuated it, and withdrew to Ticonderogai 

After taking poflefiion of Crown Point, General 
Carlton had conceived the defign of attacking the 
latter. To this intent parties were detached to recon- 
noitre it, and veflels approached it on the Lake 
with the fame view* But the fortifications appear-* 
ed fo ftrong, the garrifon fo numerous^ and fo many 
bther impediments prefented themfelves j that it.was^ 
thought expedient to lay the defign afide, until the 
return of fpring, when he would be aflifted by th^ 
favourablenefs of the weather in an enterprize, 
which the latenefs of the feafon, and the probabi- 
lity of its being obftruflled by the feverity of ap- 
proaching winter, rendered extremely doubtful and 
hazardous, 

Thefe confiderations induced General Carlton to 
conduft his army back to Canada, wherfe they could 
be ftationed in convenient winter quarters, and open 
the next campaign in health and vigour* Th^ force 
intended for the operations to be then purfued was td 
be ftrongly reinfdrced, and great efforts tnade to/ 
ftrike a decifive blow. As the pafiTage over the Lakes 
Was now cleared, and n6 time would be lofl: in 
preparing for it, as happened in the prefent cam* 
paign> the march of the army would he expeditious^ 
Mjid the'irnpfefiion it would make, rapid and forci- 

Voi. IL No* 12* R blc. 
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ble. Sanguine expeftations were alfo entertained 
that the vidtof'ious army, under General Howe, 
would find fuch employment for the Provincial 
troops, that inftead of fparing any for the reinforce- 
ment of thofe at Ticonderoga, all that could be coN 
ledted in New England, would be required for the 
fupport of General Walhington. Thus an eafy road 
would be opened to the royal army in Canada. Af- 
fifted by a variety of advantages, and retarded by 
few difficulties, it would take 3ie field with the moft 
flattering profpeds ; and while the fouthern Colo- 
nies were falling beneath the Britiih arms on one 
fide,' the northern would be equally compelled to 
fubmit on the other. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 

Tran/aSlions in the Jtrfeyu 
17764 

THE great fuccefs widi whldii the Itoyal ar^ 
mies clofed this campaign, had given thent 
a degree of confidence that augmented daily, from 
the little profped remaining to the Congreft of biingf 
able to retrieve theif affairs. Their army was now^ 
through lofles in battle, the numbers made prifon^ 
ers, and defertions, confiderably diminiihed« But 
that which contributed to break it up efiedually^ was 
the principle Upon which it had been firft raifed and 
embodied. The term for which the men enlifted 
was only a twelvemonth, at the expiration pf which 
they were at liberty to auit the fervice* This^ 
doubtlefs, was the readieft method of procuring 
foldiers, at a time when, perhaps, no othet expedient' 
was expected to be ever wanted ; but now, tnat the 
conteft Was becoming daily more ferious, it was evi* 
dently neceflary to form a more fettled and durable 
eftabliflimerit in the military linei 

Unaccuftomed to the fevere reftraint of a foldier^s 
life, nothing but the ^eal with which all fclaffeif 
were animated for the c^ommpn defence, cfould have 
prevailed upon theili to fubmit to the hardihips ac<« 
company Ing fuch a profeffion. Having fulfilled their 
agreement, they thought . it equally incumbent oh 
theif fellow countrymen^ to undergo their Ihare of* 
this public burthen^ as well as themfelvesi 

Herein they certainly reafoned very juftly ; but 

however they might be juftified by the principles : 

of Equity in relinquiihing the fervide, it was utterly 

inconfifieiAt with all ideas of good policy* A rota'' 

R % ti0^ 
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tion of military duty might have anfwered, hzithef 
been all equally experienced; but where, on the 
contrary, they were equ^y oew to the bufinefs, k 
was requifite that fuch as' had gained fome know-* 
ledge in it, ihould perfcvere in the fcrvice : efpc* 
cially as thofe whom they were to oppofe in the field 
were veterans in the proieffion, againft whom every 
one ihould now be funtmcHied that was capable of 
being of any ytility. 

^The American army was now eiftirely difbanded* 
Out of neaf' thirty thoufandmen, of which it con- 
ift^d at the time when Creneral Howe landed oa 
Stiteh Ifl^hd, Tratdly tKrec thbufand rernainci^ em- 
bodied. Thefeil' though probably the betf troopi 
they had, were too inccHifiderable a nun^b^rt^ fo^ 
aViy relianteupbfij igainft^the attempts that were! 
^tpefted from the enifcrxi}^!. The rniKtary tiirh they* 
^ere indued ^rith, or.had a^cjuirecJ^ and tlieif at-!, 
tkchment 'to the caufc they were fig&ting' i^r^ and 
perhaps to the General tliat comrnan^ed them^ \yereL 
the motives that pfevenied them from foH^\srjngj! 
the example of their feUow-foldiers, But whatever 
catife retained them tpgether, it proved, in the jflue^ 
a* circumftance much more important and deiw^vc,^ 
than could' at that tjirie have been imagined* " ' 

' In the liiean while,' various diftreffei were^ accu^ , 
mulating upon the Congrefs, and every day f^emed^ 
t6 add frelh reifons to loolc upon tfteh: condition as^ 
defperite. Among other unfortunaite aepidentSj^! 
ofte'befel them which waj peculiarly calamitous* in , 
their prefent circumiftances.. General Lee had! with 
great pains and diligence, gathered a coiifideratlle, 
number of m^n, with whom he was marching with ^ 
all poflSble fpeed to the aiBiftance of General Waflir* , 
ington, whowasexpeftinghim, at the head pf the ' 
P^nniylvanian militia* By the jund^ion. of their 
forces they hoped to form abody fufficienttogward * 
the banks of the Delawari?, hourly menaced by the 

Britilh 
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Biidft' troojps caintdnfed lA the neigMx)urH0ocl. . A* 
the road held by G^neralLee was ai; 'a confiderable 
diftance from any of tKieKbyal army's/^quart^ra, hCy 
thoujght hihifelf fully iSciifed* from ^ny. danger on, 
riiat.fide, andi of cbUrfe^ neglected to take thofe 
precautions which' he would otherwif^ have done. 
The corifequence wai,' that in croffink the uppers- 
part bf New Jerfey, from the' Nort^ ^iver^ he^ 
took lip his quarters at a' hpufe cohficfcralWyxemov*. 
cd from the main-body, where he rem^jneidwith ^, 
llerider guard. Colonel Harcpurt happened at iqat^ 
time to be^ in the neighbourhood^ with ji, d^^ach^ . 
potent' of light hdrfe, that h4d bei^;^ fcoyr^ng the^ 
country, to obtain inforriiaiion, and to^o))ferve tlic^ 
motions, of that body which was* under the General's 
cbrlimand. Whether it proceeded from attachrpent^ 
to Britain, or a hope of reward, a^man acquainted^ 
the ColoncJ with General Lee's fituation, and how , 
cafy it would be to feize and carry off his perfon , 
Without hindrange^ Upon this intelligence, th? , 
Colonel haftened wjth all fpeed to the place where , 
the C5en<eral lay, and took his meafures with fp much * 
ide:!fteritry, that the centries polled about his quar- 
ters were fecured without noife, the hoiife forced 
opcn^ and the General made prifoher. He was 
immediately mounted, and hurried away with all 
poffibje expedition, through a cpnfiderable extent 
of country, where a number pf ppfts, well guarded, . 
IdiyiT^ the way of thofe who took him, but they 
found means to avoid,*or't;o efcape tjiem,. by the . 
rapidity of their motipn, and brought him fafely 
toNewYprk, 

This capture pf General Lee was a heavy lofs to 
the AniencaBS, His profeffional knowledge was 
great, and acquired by an experience accompanied 
with a perpetuail ftudy. He had contributed eminent- 
ly to form the American troops ; he was full of ac^ 
tivity and refources, and of an undaunted and en- 
R 3 terprifing 
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tcrprifing difpofition. Such an officer was not eafil/ 
to be replaced. 

This event was produftivc, at the fame time, of 
difagreeable confequences in other refpe&s. A re- 
gulation for the exchange of prifoners had been fet-. 
tied between General Howe and General Waihing- 
ton. It had been duly obferved hitherto; but there 
being no prifoner at prefent of equal rank with Ge/-- 
neral Lee in the hands of the Provincials, it was 

Eropofed to deliver fix field officers in exchange for 
im, as an adequate compenfation for the diflerence 
flj. degree. Should this offer be refufed, it was re* 
quired that he Ihould be treated fuitably to his 
rank, until he could be e^gbanged upon a footing 
pf perfoual equality. 

The anfwer was, that General Lee had deferted 
from the Britilh fervice, and could not be confider* 
cd ai5 a prifoner q( war, He could not, therefqre, 
claim the benefit of th? regulation. This refuf4 
occafioned n^uch altercation. . As General Lee had 
in the beginning of thefe troubles, refigned his. 
half-pay as a Britilh officer, it was infifted, that. he 
could notjj in common equity, be efteemed a de-r 
ferter ; and that no perfpq being excepted in the 
regulatiqn, he was entitled to it in the ftrifteft 
jjuftice. 

The Arppricans expreffed much refentment at the 
refufal to releafe General Lee. Several Britilh offir 
cers^ who were their prifqners, were treated, with 
feverity upon that accouqf , The Cpngrefs renewed 
the declaration they had made precilely a twelve- 
month before, by which they threatened, tha^ 
whatever punilhment Ihould be infliaed upon any 
perfons in' the power of their enemies, for favour-- 
mg, aiding, or abetting the caufe of American 
liberty, IKpuld be retaliated in the fame l^ind, and 
the fame degree, upon thofe in their own power who 
jiad favqu^ed the caufe of their enemies. They 
I ^ now 
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tiow declared, in the fame manner, that their fu- 
ture treatment of fuch oiEcers of the Britiih army as 
fell into their hands, Ihould in every refpedt be re- 
gulated by that which General Lee experienced, 
and that their , perfons Ihould be anfwerable in the 
utnioft extent X for any violence that was offered to 
him. 

This declaration of the Congrefs was accompa- 
nied by feveral othei:s equally bold and refolute ; 
by which it waS manifeft, that- the. dangers with 
which they were at this time environed had not de- 
preffed their courage. The lofles and defeats they ^ 
had fo repeatedly met with, had inclined many to 
think that they would relax of their inflexibility, 
and propofe fome terms of pacification. But they 
who had entertained fuch an opinion of them were 
utterly deceived. Inflead of betraying the leaft mark 
of defpondency, their behaviour was full of un- 
dauntednefs; they encouraged all men to. perfift 
refolutely in the meafures they had embraced, and 
to admit of none that were not firm and fpirited. 

They exerted themfelves in the mean time with 
indefatigable diligence to retrieve their lofles, and 
to recover their army froryi that ftate of feeblencfs to 
which it had been reduced, by the neceflity of comply- 
ing with the requifitions of thofe people whofe time 
or fervice was expired. They now were furnifli- 
ed with a juft plea for altering their military plan in 
that particular. They had in almoft an inftant been 
deprived pf their army ; and from this untoward 
circumftapce, the affairs of the public were thrown 
into the utmoft confufion, and every body was alarm- 
ed for the'fafety of the fl:ate. 

In order to obviate the fatal confequences. that 
might enfue from the continuance of fuch a fyftem, 
the Congrefs ordered a new army to be levied ; of 
which the foldiers Ihould be bound by the form of 
their enliftment, to ferve three years, or during the 
R 4 con* 
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continuance of Xhe wan This army was to confift 
of eighty-eight battalions, furnilhed in proportioyti* 
able (hares by ^ach of the Colonies, and to be raifed 
and fupported at their expence, Gre^t prudence 
and dilcretion were ufed upon this occa^on, that 
no Colony ihould have reafop to complain of being 
charged with any more than its due proportion, — 
Perfons well informed of their comparative abilities, 
were employed in drawing u^ the fcheme, by which 
they were to carry this mealure into execution.— 
Virginia and Maffachufet were each flffleffed at fif- 
teen battalions; Pennfylvania at twelve; North 
Carolina at nine ; South Carolina at fi:s(; Connedi- 
cut at eight j Maryland the fame ; New Hamplhire 
at three; Rhode ^fland at twp; Delaware atone; 
and Georgia the fame. The two Provinces of New 
York and Jerfey, being partly iq the enemy's pof* 
feffion, having great}y fufiered already, and bein^ 
liable to fuffer ftill further from his incurfions 
and depredations, were on that account highly fa-r 
voured in this eftimate^i and ^ated s^t no more than 
four battalions each. 

The moft liberal encouragenients were hel4 out, 
in order to induce people to enlift. Twenty dol- 
lars were given as a bounty to every foldier that eui 
lifted; befides an allotment qf lands at the end of 
the war to all that furvived, and to the faniiUesi of 
thofe who Ihould lofe their lives in the fervice. In 
this re-partition of lands anaong the military, the 
republican carefulnefs to prevent foo much inequa- 
lity, was remarkably vifible, The Ihare qf a. foldier 
was one hundred acres ; that of an eniign one hun« 
dred and fifty ; a lieutenant two hundred ; a cap-j 
tarn three hundred 5 a major four hundred ; a lieu- 
tenant-cqlonel four hundred and Qfty ; and the high? 
eft of any, that of a polonel, no more than five 
hundred^ To thqfe who engaged only for three 
years, no lagds were afligncd. 
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An inftance of qare and forefight was hjanifefted 
. in the ^girrangement of this buftnefs, that refledted 
much i?redit upon thofe who conduced it.— » 
!» order to prevent the evil eiFefts of that prodigal 
and carejefs difpofition fo common among foldiers^' 
they were not permitted to alienate the lands defign^ 
ed for them during the courfe of the war. By thefc 
rae^ns^ they would not, at its conclufipn, find 
themfelves in a ftate of indigence ; and thofe indi- 
vidiials vi^puld be difappointed, who lie on the watch 
to make a profit of the thoughtleffnefs and indo- 
lepce of others ip pecuniary matters. 

Previous to this new regulation, the Congrels 
had ordained, as an encouragement and reward of 
military fervices, that all officers^ foldiers, andfea-' 
pien, difabled through wounds received in adtioli, 
ihould enjoy during life, half of the pay to which ' 
their raplf ei^titled them when the misfortune befel 
them. 

This meafure of diftributing lands, as a reeom- 
pence to the military, was defigned as a counter- 
adion to another of a finiilar kind on the part of 
Great Britain. Large grants of vacant lands were 
promifed to thofe who adled with loyalty in the pre- 
fent difpute. But inftead of producing any bene- 
fit, thii meafure had more powerfully contributed 
to increafe refiftance, and to augment animofity, 
V than any other that had been adopted. Con^ 
fidering vacancy to mean forfeiture, the American^i 
made np doybt, that in cafe the Britifli arms Ihould 
prevail, their eftates and poffeffions would be con- 
fifcated, and become the property of the victorious 
party, and that very little moderation would be 
fhown, where fwch ^ number of claimants were to 
be rewarded, 

In the mean tinie, the funds provided by each 
Colony refpeftively, being found inadequate to the 
fupportqf fp large a force ^% they were about to 
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raife, and to the vaft demands arifing from fo 
expenfive a war, the Congrefs addrefled them- 
felves to the publip for a loan of five millions of 
dollars, at the rate of four per cent, intereflj Ifor 
the reimburfemcnt of which the United States be- 
came fecurity. 

During the profecution of thefe meafures, the 
fituation of the Americans was becoming daily more 
critical. The Britiih troops were at this time over- 
running the Jerfeys : they were mafters of all the 
country in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, and 
occupied. all the places of any confequence on the 
Delaware, whigh was the only boundary between 
them and that city. 

In this extremity, the Congrefs thought it ne- 
ceflary to appeal to the . inhabitants of the con- 
tinent, in order to remind them of the engage- 
ments they had entered into for their mutual de- * 
fence, and to fummbn them forth for the proteftion 
of the ftate in its prefent danger. 

They reprefentcd to them the immediate neeef- 
fity of concurring/with fpeed and unammity in the 
meafures planned for the common fafety. They 
recapitulated the grievances they had fuiFered, the 
conterppt with which they had been treated, and 
the many other complaints, fo often alledged by 
the people of America. No alter^oative remained 
but a manly refiftance, or a fpiritlefs fubmiffion. 
Nothing but an unconditional furrender would fa- 
ti^fy the pride of their enemies. It had been, to 
^void fo enormous an evil, that Congrefs had re* 
curred to the Declaration of Independency, which 
alone could place them on a proper footing to with- 
fland their enemies, and to procure them, in cafe 
of need, the affiftance of friends. Their caufe had 
profp^red in a manner that had even outgone their 
expedlations. The enemy had beeu foiled in a va- 
riety of attempts, from which they had entertained. 
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no doubt of fuccel^, and had dearly paid for the ad- 
vantages they had lately gained. But thcfe had lit- 
tle folidity, and would not laft, when once the Arae- 
ricans had reunited their now fcatterecj forces. 
Thefe, however, had not yielded to the foe ; their 
difperfion was occafioned merely from the Ihortncfs 
of the term of enliftment, and the punftuality with 
which the foldiers had been difcharged at its expira- 
tion. This was the only caufe of the diftrefs to whicli 
the public was now reduced; which, however, 
would fpeedily be remedied by the arrangements 
that were to take place in future. Thefe would ef- 
fedually prevent a repetition of the difficulties un- 
der which they now were labouring. They affured 
them, at the fame time, that foreign ftates had al- 
ready rendered them effential fervices, and had given 
them the moft pofitive affurances of further aid. 
With fuch a profpedl of aififtance on the one hand, 
and of the. miferies they would be fubjeSed to, if 
the enemy w^^as not refilled on the other, they would 
be Ihamefully wanting to themfelves, if they did not 
combine their whole Itrength for the protection of 
fo many valuable objeifts now at ftake. 

Such was the fubftance of the reprefentation 
made by the Congrefs to the people of America. 
It produced accordingly the defired effefts. They 
unanimoufly determined to exert themfelves to the 
iitmoft in this feafon of univerfal danger, and to fend 
whatever reinforcements could be raifed, to join 
thofe forces that lay in the vicinity of Philadelphia. 
The prote<9:ion of that rich and important city, now 
became the principal objed: of attention ; and it . 
was rofolved to leave nothing untried, to prevent it 
from falling into thepofleffioaof the Britilh troops. 

Exclufive of the natural dread of being expofed 
to the mercy of a vidlorious enemy, the Americans 
were at this jqnfture particularly apprehenlive of 
Jhe Heffians^ and the other Germans in the pay of 
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CTreat Britain. Of all the tneafures that hsbd beeir 
taken againft them, that of hiring foreigners to in- 
yade their country, had given them the higheft of- 
feiicer Britilh foldiers^ though ading in the capa<- 
pty pf foes, ftill retained the feelings of country^ 
men, and would not Ihed their b^ood without fomc 
compunction. They were born and bred in a coun- 
try noted for humanity, and the coqftitutioi) of 
iR/hich inculcated mildnefs, But the Heffians were' 
of a ferocious difpoiition ; educated under a def^tic^ 
glQvernjnent, they knew no rights but thofec^force^ 
Their manners were haughty and violent ; they car-* 
jfied deftrudtion wherever they were mailers, pluii* 
dering all before them without diftin£|ipn, aii4 coin^ 
mitting the moft barbarous ravages. 

They had, it was faid, been told, before theif di^- ' 
parture from Geriiiapy, that they were tpbe put in * 
poffeffion of the lands of thofe whom they concjuert^ 
cd ; and they were full of this expe^atipn ^t their • 
arrival. But ijpQn difcov^ring their miftake, they • 
rcfolyed however to make themfelves ;imends by * 
appropriating whatever they could lay their h^ds • 
upon. In this manner they carried on a fierce and 
predatory war; fparing nothing that can>e in their 
"way, and behaving with a rapacioufnefs and info- * 
Jcnce that rendered them defervedly objcfts pf ejje- 
cration. 

Such was the pidlure which the Americans drew ■ 
of the Heffians. But they not only detefted, they 
defpifed them equally, as bafe mercenaries, ready 
to commit murder, and to flaughter a people with 
whom they could have no pretence to quarrel, in 
(fcedience to a fovereign, who, like them, was in* ' 
liuenced.by no motive but that of pay, : 

The condudt of the Heffians was extremely of- 
fenfive to the Pritilh commanders j, but they were * 
too powerful a body tp reftrain by cpmpulfion, as 
th^y compofed almoft qne h^lf of the army. Not- 
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VFithftanding the prudence and fteadinefs with 
which General Howe conduced himfelf upon this 
emergency, it was not poffible to reftrain their ex- 
ceflesy noK even to prevent them from fpreading 
among the Britiih troops, in a degree to which they 
would not have certainly been carried, had they not 
had fuch example^fcr a plea. 

The depredations of the Heflians grew at laft, it- 
was laid, fo enormous; that the fpoils they were 
Ipaded with became an abfolute incumbrance to 
them; and a frequent impediment in the difchargc 
pf their military duties* 

The defolation of thd Jerfey s was one of the confe- 
quences of this fpirit of rapine. The Americans who 
sJdh^red to Britain, attributed to it the fubfequent 
decline of the Britifli caufe in thofe and other parts* 
As* the devailation was extended indifcriminately to 
£riend and foe, it equally exafperated both parties ; 
it confirmed the enmity of the one, and raifedup »' 
new enemy in the other ; and it injured the Britiih 
interefl: m all the Colonies. 

Bvt, . uahappily, the mifchief was not confined to 
Atneriea* TJie accounts which were fent to Europe 
by the enemies of Britain, reprefented the behaviour 
of its troops in .fo fcandalous a light, as could not 
fail to aflfedt the charader of the Britiih nation* 
Doubtlefs thefe accounts were exaggerated ; but 
they were not the Jefs infilled upon by thofe to whom 
they were addreffed ; who, being the natural ene- 
mies of; this country, would of courfe encourage 
every report injurious to its reputation. The 
Frenqhy who from the commencement 6f the con- 
toft,, were the fecret abettors of the Americans, 
op^ly countenanced all their accufations, and pro- 
pagated: them every where, in order to prejudice a 
people, againll whom they were preparing to adt ' 
avowedly, an hoftilepart, after havbg long aded an 
dxik^ious one* 
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In the mean time, the approach of winter begafi 
to alarm the Americans for the fafety of Congrefs. - 
As the Britiih troops lay cantoned on the banks of 
the Delaware, waiting the opportunity of a froft^ 
to crofs it without oppofition, it was judged advif- 
able for them to remove to Baltimore in Maryland, 
which lay at a confidcrable diftafeflre. 

By their departure the city was thrown into the 
utmoft confufion. The awe which their prefencc 
infpircd, reftrained that party which, though ini- 
mical to Britain, had oppofed the declaration of in- 
dependency. As it found itfelf unable, while alone^ 
to refill the torrent of that fuperiority which fup- 
ported the power of Congrefs, it now united with 
that party which was well affeded to the caufe of 
Britain. 

The retreat of the Congrefs, the diflentions pre- 
vailing in the American metropolis, the fucceffes 
of the Britiih arms, and the danger they now threat- 
ened on every fide, began to operate powerfully upon 
many individuals. The impreflion made upon fome 
was fuch, that they left Philadelphia, and came 
over to the Britiih quarters, to claim the benefits of 
fubmiffion. 

Thofe who remained in that city, were fo reso- 
lute in oppofing the meafures of Congrefs, tbat they 
forcibly prevented it Irom being put into a pofture 
of defence, as it had been ordered. General Waflx- 
ington, upon information of thefe difturbances, was 
obliged to detach a confiderable part of his fmall 
force, in order to quell it. 

But though he fucceeded in fuppreffing his oppo- 
nents within, he was ftill in hourly apprehenfiont 
from the formidable enemy that threatened from 
without, and that was rtow ftationed in fuch a man- 
ner, as indicated a fixed defign to force a paflage 
into Philadelphia, the moment the froft was fet in* 

In 
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In expedtation of that opportunity, the Britifli 
troops were placed in cantonments, extending from 
Brunfwickon the Rariton, to the Delaware. They* 
occupied a chain of towns and villages through thcv 
heart of the Jerfeys ; and had ftretched their quar- 
ters along the latter river, into feveral places border- 
ing upon Philadelphia. 

Notwithftanding the feverity of the feafon. Ge- 
neral Washington determined to make fome attempt 
on thofe quarters of theBritilharmy that lay neareft 
to that city, in hope of diflodging and conftraining 
them to remove to a lefs* alarming ftation. A body 
of Heffians lay at Trenton ; another at Borden- 
town, fome miles lower ; and a third was polled at 
Burlington : thefe three towns were on the Dela- 
ware, the laft within twenty miles of Philadelphia. 
Their late fucceflcs had infpired them with a pre- , 
fumptlon, and confidence in their military fuperi- 
ority, and a contempt of the Americans, that was 
by no means juftifiable. They forgot the many 
caufes that had contributed to the defeats of thefe ; 
and were too ready to afcribe them entirely to their 
own valour. In confequence of this idej^ they 
looked upon them as a people quite broken and 
conquered, from . whom they had nothing hence- 
forth to apprehend, and whom they might treat as 
they thought proper, without any danger of reta- 
liation. 

Full of thefe notions, they laid afide all careful- 
nefs afid vigilance. They became inattentive to the 
motions of the Americans ; and were wholly taken 
up with thofe licentious courfes that had rendered 
them fo odious. It was in a great meafure owing to 
the hatred -that was borne them on thefe accounts, 
that fomuch alacrity was ihewn in concurring with 
the ppojeft that was forming againft them. Private 
animofity was no lefs powerful upon this occafion 
than public fpirit. 

General 
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General Waihington avafled himfelf of this difpd^ 
fition^ to execute the plan he had in view, which 
was to furprize them in their quarters^ while they 
lay at a diuance from each other. This was the 6hly 
method remaining to attatk them with any hope of 
iuccefs ; as when united, their force was fuch, a»to 
overwhelm the fmall numbers to which he was now 
reduced. Should he delay this attempt, they would 
undoubtedly colleft thfcir wh6le ftrength, the mo- 
ment they found the Delaware was fufficiently fro- 
zen to afford them a paflage. As this was daily ex-» 
pefted, the intended attempt admitted of no pro- 
craftination. At all events it would prove of fcr-» 
vice, by obliging them to withdraw to more diftant 
quarters, when they found themfelves unfafe frojtn ' 
the moleftation of the enemy in thofe which they 
occupied ; this would give time for the fuccours 
that were haftening from various quarters, to join 
him, and to compofe a ftrength, which m^t en* 
able him effedually to proteft Philadelphia, and 
the Province of Pennfylvania, from the incurfion 
that was projected againft them* 

A connderable proportion of the force which Ge* 
neral Waihington had under his command at this 
time, confifted of men drafted frqm the militia of 
Pennfy Ivania and Virginia : though new levies, they 
were expert in their exercife, and good markfmen- 
When incorporated with thofe who had remained 
with him, on the American army's late difbanding^ 
and who were the beft troops he had, they would, it 
was reafonably expeded, become fhprtly no con* 
temptible foldiers themfclves, and fully fupply the 
place of thofe who had left him* They had a pow- 
erful motive to ftimulate them to exert themfelves : 
the certainty, that were the enemy to penetrate into 
their country, they would ihew it no more favour 
' than they had done to thofe of which they had takea 
poiTei&on^ 

^ General 
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; tjFenetal Wafliington having affembled as c^onfi- 
i^erable a force as he could coUeft in the vicinity^ 
and as the expeditioufnefs with which he muft a^ 
would permit, divided it into three bodies ; they 
Were each to arrivfe at the place of appointment oa 
the evening of the twenty-fifth of DedembW, The 
lirft W4S to crofs the Delavvare at Trenton lerry, a 
little below the toWn ; the fecond fomewhat lower 
than Bordento'wn ; the third cftvifion he cdmmand- 
"ed in perfon, accompatiied by Generals Sullivan knd 
'Green* It confided of near three thoufand of the 
beft men in the American fervice ; he had alfo a 
train of twenty field pieces. He marched at the 
head of his divifion to a ferry fome miles ibove Tren* 
ton, with an intent to pafs it at midnight ; which 
would enable him to arrive at Trenton by break oif 
day, and furprize the enemy before they could niake 
ready to receive him. But he was fo retarded by 
the difficulty of breaking the ice, for the paffage of 
the boats^ that it was four in the morning before 
he could land his party on the oppofite fhore; and 
'when thi^ had been effefted, a heavy ftorm of fnow 
and hail rendered the roads fo flippery, that it waf 
paft eight o'clock before they reached the precinfti 
'of Trenton. The General had, upon landing, or- 
dered a ^ivifiohof his men to take the lower road oil 
the water fide, while he proceeded with the other 
on the Upper road, the more effectually to fui^round 
and cut off the retreat of the enemy. 

Notwith {landing the retardments they met with^ 
tahd that it was now broad day, thC enemy did not 
difcover them, till one of his detached pofts was 
attacked by the Generars divifion, and the out guards 
on the lower fide of the town were attacked by the 
other. AflTailed in this unexpedted manner, Colo* 
nel Ralle, who was the commanding officer at 
' Trenton, made every effort that could be expefted 
*from a- veteran of great experience and Jjjavery* 

Vol. 11. N«, ii, S H« 
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He formed his own regiment with the utmoft c«lc* 
ritjr, and advanced at the head of* it to fupport 
the party that had been fir ft attacked j but it was 
now flying in fuch confuiion, that it threw Kis 
regiment into diforder, and obliged it to retire into 
the town. They were rallied, and brought again 
to charge the enemy by Colonel Ralle ; but on his 
receiving a mortal wound, he was compelled to 
quit the command, and his troops, difpirited by 
this accident, were broken after a Ihort refiftance, 
and their artillery feized. They were at laft conv- 
pletely furrounded ; and after making a fruitlefe 
endeavour to retreat, they were compelled to fur* 
render. 

The number of llain upon this occafion was not 
confiderable on either fide ; but that of prifoners 
was near a thoufand. None efcaped but fuch as lay 
at a diftance from the fcene of aftion, in places fur- 
. ther down the River. Had the two other divifions 
of General Walhington's little army been able tp 
crofs the Delaware, as propofed, ^he whole corps 
ftationed at Trenton, muft unavoidably have fallen 
into his hands; but the ice had rendered the river 
impaflTable. 

In confequence of not being joined by thefe twT> 
divifions, he repafled the Delaware. His own was 
too weak to maintain its ground agalnft the force 
that would infallibly marcX out againft him, on re- 
ceiving intelligence of what had happened* A large 
body of the enemy lay in the neighbourhood of 
Trenton, and rpight in a few hours be affcmbled. 

His return to Philadelphia, with fuch a confider- 
able number of prifoners, was a circumftance the 
more pleafing, as it was totally unexpected. To 
iurprize a body of veterans, and to defeat them' in 
their own quarters, was an aftion that no people 
durft hope to fee executed by troops fo much infe- 
rior to them in military difci|>line and experience. 

Such 
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Such as ^vere religioufl^ inclined, attributed thi« 
fuccefs to the interpofition of Providence j which 
had purpofely fufFered America to be reduced to th^ 
loweft ebb qf diftrefs, in order to teach them not to 
r^ly io much upon their pWn llrehgth, as on that of. 
an all-ruling power* Thofe, on the other hand, 
who chofe to account for evehtsi from natural 
caufes, afcribed thi^ lufprifing of the HeiSans to 
the fupinenefs of their condudt, in negfedting to 
keep a proper look out, and in holding their enemf 
in too much contempt, to imigiiie that they would 
have the bbldnefs to conceive, and the ability to eX* 
ecute fo hazardous an undertaking. 

The fuccefs of this expedition, may be confider- 
eid as one of the moll favourable circumflances that 
befel the Americans in the whole courfe of the war# 
It happened at a time, when nothing lefs could have 
fupported the leaft hope of their being able to extri- 
cate themfelves from their cmbarraflments* Neither 
^they, nor their enemies, imagined they could hold 
out many months ; and multitudes were now pre- 
paring to make the beft conditions they could with 
the conqueror. 

The capture of thefe foreign mercenaries, who 
had done them fo much mifchief, and of whom 
they had flood fo much in dread, gave a new 
turn to their difpofition* It removed at once 
all the fears they were in for their favourite city : 
it taught them, that they had lefs to apprehend 
irom thefe ftrangers, than from the Britifli troops,. 
over whom their only fuperiority was in the exer- 
cife of rapine. None of thele had yet fuffered them- 
felves to be furprized in fo carelefs and unfoldierlike 
amannen 

Such were the ideas and refleftions of the Ameri- 
cans upon this occurrence* The report of it wa? 
ibon fpread with the utmoft care and diligence 
throughout the continent, in order to animate the 
; . i iL' ' people, 
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people, and recall them from their late depreffio^j; 
It produced inftantaneous effects in the parts adja- 
cent to Philadelphia, Numbers of the moft refo- 
lute and able bodied men in Pennfylvania, joined 
their countrymen who were already with General 
Wafhington ; and they all behaved with particular 
bravery in the laborious operations that took place 
during thfe enfuing winter- 

Nor were the contiguous Provinces deficient in 
their afliftance upon this emergency. The criticalnefs 
of it was obvious to all the Provincial' Affemblies, 
and they neglefted nothing that could tend to fo 
neccffary a fervice as that in which their General 
was fo deeply engaged. Thofe Provinces from 
which he derived the moft effedtual aid, were thofe 
of Virginia and Maryland : the firft fupplied him 
with a good body of rifle-men ; the fecond, with 
f^me regiments compofed of the beft men that could 
he drafted from the regiments on their eftablijfh-- 
ment. 

The. alarm and concern cccafiphed at New York 
by this affair j was equal to thefurprize and indig- 
nation which was felt by the comratander in chief. 
The chain of cantonments had been fodifpofedthat. 
nothing but an unpardonable negligence, could 
ivave expofed any of them to be inlulted by the 
enemy with impunity. The advanced pofts^ efpc- 
' €ially, were fo ftrong, and the cbmmunicatjpn be- 
tween them fo quick and eafy, that the efforts of a 
broken and fcattered enemy could not poflibly have 
fnade'any impreffion upon them, had they exerted 
the leaft vigilance. ' 

This unfortunate affair was attended by further 
confcquences, that proved, very detrimental to the 
intd|reft of Britain in America : it much diminiihed, 
if it did not entirely remove, the ttxibx with which* 
thej^roviiacials had hitherto* beheld the Heflians;' 
ftHU what was, perhaps, no lefs prejudicial, it'aba- 
\ -. '^ ' ted 
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ted Ae efteem which the Britifli troops had coflceiv- 
-ed for them, and leffened the confidence with whicjh 
they had been relied upon before. 

The Americans began now to revive on every 
fide» Reinforcements came in to General Waihing- 
ton from various parts, and he again found himfelf 
dt the head of an army. He now repaffed the Dela- 
ware, and took up his quarters at Trenton. Lord 
CornwalliSji who was purpofing to return to Eng- 
land, was, upon this intelligence, obliged to haften 
back to the Jerfeys ; and General Grant moved with 
all fpeed from Brunfwick to Princetown, with all 
the troops that were ftationed in thofe parts. 

The Aniericans were ftrongly pofted at Trenton 
Creek, the bridge in their front, with other pafles 
well defended with cannon. Lord Cornwallis ad- 
vanced upon them with all expeditioufnefs, intend- 
ing to attack them before they had completed their 
works. Several ikirmilhes enfued, followed by a 
very fevere cannonade on both fides ; but the poft 
had been fo ftrengthened, that notwithftanding a 
very fpirited attack, it could not be carried. 

Darknefs put an end to the engagement, whick 
was intended to be renewed the next morning. But 
General Walhington, whofe intention it was to de- 
cline i% refolved, in the mean time, to make a fecond 
trial, in the nature of that wherein he had fo well 
fucceeded at Trenton. 

A Britilh brigade was ftationed at Maidenhead, a 
town fituated halfway between Trenton and Prince- 
town, where Colonel Mawhood lay with the feven- 
teenth,fortieth,and fifty-fifth regiments. He had halt- 
ed here in his march from Brunfwick, and was to fet 
out early the next morning. This body of men Gene- 
ral Wafhington propofed to come upon by furprize, 
whil^ at a diftance from relief, hoping to capture 
them in the fame manner a$ he had done the Hef- 
fians at Trenton. 

S3 To 
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To this intent it was neceffary that he ihould de- 
ceive tthofe who were encamped oppofite to him, bf 
feeming to remain in his own camp. The fires werfe 
kept up, parties left to go the rounds, and a de- 
tachment left to guard the bridge and the paffes.— 
With the remainder he decamped in the profound- 
eft filence^ during the dead of night ; and taking a 
large circuit, to avoid the brigade at Maidenhead, 
he fell in nei^t morning with Colonel Mawhood, 
who had begun his march at break of day, and was 
advancing on the road to Maidenhead. The hazinefs 
of the weather, and the unevennefs of the ground^ 
prevented the Colonel frpm difcovering the num* 
pef s of the eqemy. Their van firft attacked him, 
^utthls waseaflly repulfed; and he continued his 
itiarch, not expefting farther moleftation. 

3ut General Walhington having arranged h?s 
for^e fo as to' aflail him on both fides, he was again 
furloufly jtttacked, and fliortly furrqunded. He 
found, by the repeated difcharges that were n^ade 
where the fifty-fifth regiment was following him, 
that it was in the fame fituation. 

On the clearing up of the fog, he perceived the 
great fuperiiprity of the force that encountered him, 
and that he was cut off from the other regiments.-^ 
Nothing could extricate him but the moft defperate 
efforts ; they were made accordingly : the regiment 
charged the enemy with their biayonets, and by dint 
of the moft extraordinary valour, forced their way 
through them, and marched forwards to Maiden- 
lieade 

The fifty-fifth regimept behaved with no left re- 
(blution ; finding it Impraftlcable to join the feven- 
tecnth regiment with Colonel Mawhood, they re^ 
tired in excellent order; and notwithftanding the 
violence with which they were attacked, they madiQ 
good their mre^t tq Bfrynfwick^ 
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The fortieth regiment, which had not begun its 
march when the two others were attacked, deter- 
mined to fight its way back in the' fame manner ai( 
the fifty-fifth. It was aflkiled by the Americans 
with great impetuofity, and its fate remained fome 
time undecided ; but it wa* equally fuccefsful with 
the two others, and found means to retire with fafe- 
ty, and even with fmaller loffs. 

In thefe three feparate engagements, the Britifh 
troops behaved with an intrepidity and a coolnefs of 
difcipline, which excited the admiration, and even 
the praife of the Americans. Happening fo clofe 
upon the affair of the Heffians at Trenton, it occa« 
fioned compariforis between their behaviour and 
that of the Britilh troops, that were very unfavour- 
able to the former. There was no occafion, the 
Americans faid, of going to Germany in fearch of 
foldier-s, at fe enormous a price ? experience Ihowed 
that much better were to be found at home. 

From this period, the Americans coiifidered the 
Heffians as much lefs formidable than the Britiih 
troops^ and always expreffed lefs apprehenfions 
when any military operation was committed to 
them. -They reprefented them as a heavy and tardy 
people, not deficient in courage and military pa- 
tience and difcipline, but wanting in diligence, and 
aftiyity « they flood their ground, but their motions 
were -of a nature that W9i4d rather prevent a defeat, 
tian gain a vidory. 

Whether thefe reprefent^itions were well or ill 
founded, certain it is, that an antipathy, mixed with 
4:ontempt, prevailed among the Americans with re- 
fped of the If ^ans : it laded the whole war, and 
>s not forgotten at this day. 

Notwithftanding the Ameo'ican General mifcar- 
ried in his original defign, yet the fpirit with which 
it had been attempted, and the bravery difplayed 

S 4 itk^ 
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in the late conflids by the American troops^ did 
both blm and them great honour. The difficulty 
t)f maintaining pofts To far in the enemy's countcy^ 
obliged the Royal army to retire from the banks 
of the Delaware, and to move towards Brunfwick, in 
order to prevent it, with the troops and magazinea^ 
lodged there, from falling into the power of the 
enemy. Lord Cornw?illis made feveral motions to 
draw them to an engag^n^ent; but General Wafli-. 
ington did not chufe to commit the advantages ho 
bad gained to the chance of a battle, which might 
in one day deprive him of what it had coft hin) 
many to obtain* 

But while he declined an engagement, he was 
not the lefs a&ive in recovering what had been loft 
in the Jerfeys, Dividing his army into detach*, 
ments, that could be re-\inited in a few hour's no* 
tice, he fpread them, as it were, over the Province^ 
As they met with every fupport and affiftapce which 
a people, irritated to the higheft degree againft a re- 
treating enemy could afford to their deliverers, they 
qpickly repoffeffed themfelves of all the polls of im- 
portance in the interior parts of the country, and at 
laft extended themfelves to the very Ihores in . fight 
pf Staten liland. Here they potted themfelves fo 
advantageoqlly, and fortified every plage they had 
retaken fp ftrongly, that confidering the feyerity of 
the feafon, and the confequent difficulty of the fer- 
vipe, it became impradicable to diflodge them at 
the prefent. The only places that remained k the 
poflTeifion of the JJritiih army in the whole Province 
of Jerfey, were Amboy, fityat«d on a neck pf land 
at the mouth of the Jlariton, and Bruqfwick, a lit-* 
tie way higher on the fame liver. What prevented 
the enemy from feiziqg ythem, as he had done the 
reft, was that they were qpen to the Ihipping, and 
^t hand,to be immediately and effedrually fupported 
l?y the great fprce t|iat lay at New Yprk, 

Tho 
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Tjre i^ddenncfs of this recovery of the American 
affairs from a ftate of fo much diftrefs, to fuch im« 
looked for profperity, w^s a matter of utter afto- 
niihment tp all the world. In Britain it was prefu^. 
med that the war was partly at an end, and that a 
few finifliing ftrokes would terminate the bufinefs Iq 
the courfe of the next campaign* . It was therefore 
with equal grief and aftoniftiment they were inform* 
ed that General Wafhington had extricated himfelf 
from the difficulties which it was firmly believed^ 
he could not poflibly furmount; that by his a<9:ivity 
and dej^trous management, he had compelled the 
Britifh troops to withdraw from the neighbourhood 
of PhiUdelphia, and to evacuate the Province of 
Jerfey ; that he was in fome refpefts become matter 
0f the field ; and was again at the head' of a formi-r 
dable body of men, with which he> made continual 
incurfions into the country round the Britifh out ■; 
quar4:ers, and that thefe were fo llraitened, that they 
were obliged to be perpetually on their guard to prcr 
vent furprife. 

. Now it was, that people began to difmifs thofc 
fanguine expedlations of a fpeedy reduftiqn of Ame-r 
rica, which had been fo predominant during the 
Jaft campaign. The fucceffes that had attended it 
Jiad appeared fo brilliant, ^nd the termination of it 
fo promifing, that they had flattered themfelves 
^with the completeft ifTue to the plai\ of conquefl 
that had been adopted, and exprefled much regret 
at its.ijot having been profecutedfooner. The difTo* 
lution of phe American army was looked upon as an 
infallible proof that the Colonies were already weary 
of the cpnteft, and defirous of giving it over. Afcrib* \ 
ing it to other c^ufes than the true one, they were per* * 
fuaded that a deficiency of finances, and a general def- 
pbndency had ocCiafioned it ; and that littleor no refift- 
ance would henceforward be made. The warmth 
with which people had cherilhed thefe ideas, w^aa not . 
greater f l^gn the damp with which they wpre ftruck, 

when 
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5¥hen they found how wrongly their notions had bteu 
founded. 

Nor were the European nations left furprifed at 
this unexpedted intelligence from America. They 
had in a manner given up the hopes they had form* 
cd in favour of the Colonifls* The maritime ftrength 
of Britain^ the courage and fuperior difcipline of 
her troops^ the affiftance of auxiliaries, deemed as 
brave a people as any in Grermanyj and whofe chief 
profeflion is that of war, and, above all the nrodi- 
gious refources of the Britiih government ; all thefc 
were motives that inclined multitudes to think that 
the Colonies would not be able to ftand a long con- 
left. Others, indeed, relying on the accounts givea 
of the inteftial fituation of the country, had con* 
ceived another opinion. They conjedured, that 
the many obftrudions formed by the hand of Na^ 
ture to military operations in America, would, of 
themfelves, retard the progrefs of the Britiih arms, 
and combat eifeftually for the Americans. Bu* the 
tranfaAions of the laft campaign had ilaggered 
them, and they too began to coincide with the ge- 
nera! perfuafion, that America mufta|: laft fubmit 
to Britain* 

Though their wiihes continued as ftrong and fer- 
vent as ever on the fide of America, yet their hopes 
were become very faint, when the news of the fud- 
den fuccefs of General Waihington arrived in Eu- 
rope. No intelligence could be more welcome: 
they received it as if they had been as deeply con- 
cerned, and were to be as much benefited by it as 
the Americans themfelves. It revived the drooping 
fpirks of all the numerous enemies to Britain. Such 
as had d^^ubted of the ability of the Colonies to re- 
fift her, ^ow embraced the contrary belief; and 
fuch as had imagined from th^ natural impediments 
which would ari?e, that a fubjugation of them was 
iraprai9tif able^ were fpnfirmed in their f0ntiments. 

All 
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AU apprehcnfions vaniihed on account of America; 
and (he was unanimoufly pronounced to be oUt; of 
all danger with refpeft to Britain. 

The name of General Walhington now became 
famous over all Europe. The difficulties he had 
ftruggled with, the fpirit and abilities he had rnani* 
fefted, his perfeverance in the midft of fo many di£. 
couragementSy his patience under the mod afflitiiing 
preffures, his vigilance in watching for opportuni- 
ties to overcome them, his conduA in improving 
them to the utmoft, — all thefe were juft motives ta 
place him in a moft fplendid and refpeftable light* 
He was every where extolled as the faviour of hit 
country, and as an honour to that part of the world 
where he was born. America was compared to 
Rome, when driven to the laft extremities by the 
vidorious arms of Hannibal ; and" the appellatioii 
of Fabius, who refcued her from deftrudrion, was 
now univerfally applied to General Wafliingtqn. 

In this general enthufiafm of the European na- 
tions in the caufeof America, it was however allow- 
ed that no difgrace had befallen the armies of Bri- 
tain. They had behaved upon every occaiion with 
an intrepidity that was acknowledged even by theit 
enemies. But it was evident that the local difad^ 
vaptages againft them were fo many, that no gene- 
rallhip or valour could counteract them* The io. 
regularity of the land, interfefted by fuch variety 
of bars and impediments to military operations^ 
formed, as it were, a perpetual chain of ramparts 
againft all attacks : the means of defence were fupi* 
plied by nature, and were too numerous and power* 
ful to be overcome by the exertions of art. 

Thus circumftanced, though neither Ikill nor 
bravery were wanting on the part of the'BritilK 
commainders and troops, ftill they were exercifed 
in y^in upon a country that flipped^ as ii ^ere, 

thrpugh 
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through their .hands, the moment they moved froitti 
one part of it, in order to fecure another. It wa$ 
experimentally found, that none but armies of the 
moft prodigious magnitude would fuffice for fuch a 
fyftem of hoftilities, as were indifperifi.bly neceffary 
to make a fuccefsful impreffion upon America.— 
But had Britain been able to taife and tranfport fuch 
armies to America, they muft have been familhed 
for want of fubfiftence. It was with the utmoft 
difficulty that provifions were procured for the 
Britifli forces already there, and it would not be 
poffible to fnpport a larger number. The fertility 
of the country was no refource, as the inhabitants 
were mafters of all its produftions, ajid ufed all 
manner of care and induury to withhold them from, 
or to render them of no fervice to. their aggreffors. 
This was an obftacle which no allurements of gain 
would furmount* They had been tried^ btit the 
hatred and animofity of the natives had fruftrated 
them, and had cut off every hope .of fucceeding 
by fuch method5>. Thofe of force were the only 
that remained; but. the blood that was Ihed ta 
make them efFedtual, \^s a price that too frequent^ 
ly exceeded their value. Such were the aUegations 
of numbers. 

. The Americans, it was faid, poffefled the ge- 
Jiius and capacity of the European nations from 
which they were defcended, together with the 
^temper and difpofition of the origijaal natives of 
^he continent which they inhabited. From the firifc 
they derived the ftrength of mind, vivacity of adtion, 
and the promptitude to learn and inpiprove, which 
give the Europeans fo decided a fuperiority over all 
other people : from the fecond; they acquired that pa- 
tience and fortitude which fo peculiarly charadterife 
the American Indians. From thefe mixed qxialities, 
i^rofe ^ grmneft in their refolutions, ^nd a perfe> 
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Ve^attce in their undertakings^ that renclefed them 
a*dangerolis foe to encounter, to whatever ftraits 
they might be reduced. i 

Oppofed in this inceflant manner by every im^* 
ginable difficulty, the difference of a climate, where- 
in the weather is fubjedt t6 fuch extremities of 
change, a country full of internal obftruftions, and 
a people inflexibly bent to refill them to the laft, 
and abounding in means to harafs and perplex them 
in every fliape, it was often faid, the utmoft that 
could be expedied from the Britilh troops in fuch 
a fituation, would be to behave lik« men of cour- 
^ age, and to preferve their honour. 

The manner of carrying on the war was per- 
fedtly fuited to the charafter of the Americans; 
full of acutenefs and circumfpedlion, and fertile in 
contrivances and ftratagems. Hence every poft 
that was tenable, was fortified in the mofl: judici- 
ous manner, and defended with equal obftinacy.--^ 
Inftead of regular engagements, for which the 
enemy might have time to prepare, fudden en- 
counters were fought, wherein, if they obtained 
no other advantage, they were fure of wafting the 
ftrength of the enemy, who mUft be recruited from 
an ifnmenfe diftance, while their lofs would be 
fupplied without delay. Depending upon furpri- 
fals, they were indefatigable in exploring and ma- 
king the beft ufe of opportunities to that intent ; 
this, of courfe, fatigued the attention of their an- 
tagonifts, and kept them in continual alarms. 

Reprcfentations of this kind took place equally 
abroad and at home. Here, indeed, the warmth of 
thofe who had avowedly disapproved of an Ameri- 
can war, became notorious. They now infifted upon 
the reftitude of the many arguments they had al- 
ledged againft it ; all which, they now faid, were ' 
verified by the faireft experience. They admonifli- 
^ thofe who were at the head of affairs, to defift 

' frdn3^ 
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from an enterprife, from which it had fo often been 
prcdidedy and fads now made it evident, that no fuc- 
cefs could reafonably be expected. The calamities 
with which it had been accompanied were great, but 
they were nothing to thofe that would follow, if 
thofe who begun, ftill obftinately perfifled in fuch 
nibous meafures. Before a trial of them had been 
made, they had juftly been pronounced hazardous in 
the extreme ; but now that their * fptality was un- 
queftionable, it would be unpardonable in men who 
pretended to have the public welfare at hearty ta 
purfe them any longer. 
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CHAP. XtllL 

Artidei of Confederacy between the United Calonies^^ 
Indians defeated by the * Americans. — IVinter Cam^ 
paign in the Jerfeys. 

1 776* 

DURING the operations that were carried on 
by the Britiih army under General Howe, and 
the American army under General Walhington, 
the Congrefs determined to put the laft hand to that 
fyftem of confederacy, upon which the Coloniea 
had eftablilhed their union. 

Articles of confederation had been entered into 
the preceding year ; but they were temporary and 
conditional ; and ftill fuppofed a reconciliation 
might take place between Great Britain and her 
Colonies, 

But now that a determination had been folemnly 
embraced to renounce all dependance upon Great 
Britain, and to ereft the Colonies into Free and So- 
vereign States, it became neceflary to frame a fet- 
tled and permanent form of union among them, 
abftrafted from all ideas of any political connexion 
with the parent ftate, that fliould imply fubordi- 
nation. 

To this intent, another fet of articles was drawn 
up by a committee of the Congrefs, appointed for 
that purpofe. They underwent a long difcuffion, 
and were weighed, line after line, by^ the Congrefs 
itfelf, and were at length approved and refolved 
upon by all the delegates, who figned them in a fo- 
li^mu manner on the n>urth of O&ober. 
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In the former articles they called tliemfelves tlie 
the United Colonies ; but in the prefent inftrumeac 
they took the title df the United Suites of America* 

They contracted by the prefent conftit¥ition^ a re- 
ciprocal treaty of union, and friendihip for their 
common defence^. for the maintenance of their li^ 
berties, and for their general and mutual advan* 
tage ; obliging themfelves to aflSft each other againil 
any violence that might threaten all> or any of 
them^ and to repel in common all the attacks that 
might be levelled againft all, dr any of them^ on 
account of religion/ fcrvereignty, commerce, or un^ 
der any other pretext whatever. 

Each date referved to itfelf alone the exclulive 
right of regulating its internal government, and of 
framing laws in all matters that were not included 
in the articles of the prefent confederation, and 
tvhich coald not any way be prejudicial to it. 

No ftate in particular, was either to fend or to 
receive embafSes, enter into negociatioii^, jcontraft 
"engagements, form alliances, or conclude treaties 
wjth any king^ prince, or power whatfoeveh,' without 
the confent of the United States affembled in Gene-* 
ralCoiigrefs. ^ \ I 

No perfon in veiled with any poff whatever, undei* 
the authority of the united States, or.of'.any of 
them, whether he had appointments belonging to 
his employment, or whether 'it ihould be i com • 
miffion purely confidential, was allowed to accent 
,of any prefent s, gratuities, emoluments, nor any 
offices, or titles of any kind whatever, from anjr 
kings, princes, or foreign powers. , 

Neither the General Aflembly of the' United 
States, nor any ftate in particular, was:to confer any 
title of nobility. 

The flates were not to form alliances, or confe* 

derations, nor conclude any privatS treaty among 

tbefnfelvea^ without the GonfeijJ of the United 

a Slates 
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States a^Setnbied in General Congrefs^ and without 
tht intent and dtiratfon of that private«conventioa 
being cxaftly fpecified in the confent. \ ^ 

No.ftate was to lay on any impoft, nordfahlilh 
any duties whatever, theeffeAof which might alter 
Hlireft}}^ On indirectly, the^^claufes of the treaties 
tiiatimight hereafter be concluded by the Aflembly 
of the United States, with any kings, princes, or 
.powers;-.:' ' i' ''.;"' • :*•■•. ' ' - . ^ 
. No/ftate; in particular^ was to keep any fhi]g^ 
of war aboi^e the number;. judged necrfTary by the, 
Aflcxtibiy. of the IiTftited ^States, forijthe defence 
of that fiate and its commerce ; and none of the 
ftates ivere tor keep dn<fi)at,<in tidie'oF pace^ any 
troops a[bove the number, determined by the Aflem<« 
bly of the United States, to. guard the ftrong places 
or Forts neceflary for the defence of that flate. But 
each itateowas always to keep upra well difciplined 
milititp. XufEciently armed; and equipj)ed, and was 
carefully jtocprocure;: andrkeep in conftantTCJidineft 
in the,pubUc magazines^ a^fufficiont ^number of 
^eld pi^ces^* and tents,-! with a projpec qpsuiHty of 
ammunition and implements, of wan I. • .. r; , 

When any .of the (bates raifed troops 'for the 
common dei^ncci all the^oiiicers of the.Tank of Co- 
lonel, and under, were ito. be appointed by the k-» 
giflative body of the. ftat« where the troops were raif- 
ed, or in fuch manner, a^t .that ft^te Ihbnld judge 
proper, to regulate the tiominations ; and when aiiy 
vacancy happened in thcfe pofts,. it was.* taibei filled 
iip by that ftate. : - - . : . ^ 

All thd expences of war,; and ill other difburfe- 
ments to be made for the common defehceof the 

feneral weal, and that were ordered by the Affem- 
ly of the United States, were to be paid out of the 
funds of a common treafury. 
. That ctoimon treafury was to be formed by the 
contribution, of each .of ^ dates, in proportion to 
. VOJL. II. ^Q. 12, T th^ 
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tke huinber of inlMbitants^ of every age, fex^ or 
quality, except the Indians exempt from taxes m 
each, fiate ; and in order to fix the quou of the conr- 
tributbn, every three years the inhabitants were to 
be numbered; in which enumeratbn the number 
of white people was to be diftinguiihed^ and that 
enumeration was to be fent to the Aflcmbly of the 
United Stat^, 

The taxes appropriated to pay this quota, wwfi 
to be raifed and levied in the extent of each fiate^ 
by the authority and order of its legiiladve bo^^ 
within the time fixed by the Aflcmbly of the United 
States* 

Eadi of the fbtes was to iubmit to the tfecili<m 
of the Aflembly of the United States, in all matters 
or queftions.referved to th^it AflemUy by the pre-^ 
fent zA o£ confederation. 

No flate was to engage in war without the cmN 
fent of the United States afiembkd in CMgrefs^ 
except in cafe of aftual invafion of fbmeenenty, or 
from a certain knowledge of a refolutton taken bv 
feme Indian nation, to attack them i and in that ca^ 
only, in which the danger w« too urgent to allow 
them time to toafult the other itates* 

Ho particular ftate was to give any comouffion 
to vefl*ds, or other fhips of war, nor any letters dE 
marque or reprifal, till after ^^declaratiob of war^ 
made by the Aflembly :of the United States ; aaid in 
tliiat cafe they were to be granted only againft thf 
kingdonxor power stgainfl wfaiciv war fhould haye 
been declared ; and they tiirere to conform refpedti^g 
thefe obrje&s^ to the regulations made bythe Aflem* 
bly of the Utnted States, : . 

In order to watch over the general interefl of the 
United States, and direA the general affairs, 3t cer« 
tain number of Delegates ¥^as tabe nominated ever/ 
year, according to the fomv fettled by the legifla- 
tive body of each fiate^ whawcre to fit at PhiUu 

*: ; . . delpba 
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delptiia, until the Genenil Afle^blv 6f tht tlnited 
States Ihould order otherwife ; and the firft Monday 
in November of each jear^ was to be the time- fixed 
for their xneetin|^4 

Each of the ftatei was to preferV6 the right and 
power to recall, aC 4ny time whatever of the year, 
their: I>elegaCes, or any one of them, and to fend 
<>ther& in the ro6m of them for the remainder of the 
y^nr; and each of the faid Hates was to maintain 
their Delegates during; the time of the General Af- 
lembly^ and alfo durme the tiihe they were mem* 
bers of the council of nate. 

Each flate was to have a vote for the decifion of 
queftions in the General Aflembly. 

The General Aflembly of tht United State^ wat 
alone and exclyfively, to have the right md powei' 
to decide of peace and war ; to eftablifli rules for 
jud^ng, in all Cafes, the lawfulnefs of the prizei 
taken by fea or land ; and to determine the manner 
ift which the prizes taken by the land or fea forces 
in the fervice of the United States, ihould be dt« 
Vided or employed ; to grant letters of marque or 
Kprifal m time of peace ; to appoint tribunals to 
.take cognizance of piracies, and all other <capitat 
crimes committed on the high feas.; to eiablim 
tribunals to receive appeals, and judge finally in 
all cafes of prizes ; to fend and receive ambafia^* 
dors ; to negotiate and conclude treaties and sdlf'* 
ances ; to decide all diiferences adu^ly fubfifting^ 
and that ndight atife hereafter between airy o^ the 
ftiatesi about limits, jurifdi&ion, or any other 
caufe whatfoeVer ; to coin money, and fix its value 
add ftandard ; to fix the weights and meafures 
throughout the whole extent ^fj the United States ; 
to regulate commerce, and tt^t of all affairs with 
the Indians who were not members of any of th$ - 
Ibtes ; to eftabtifh and r^ulate the polls from onr 
&ut to a«faicher, throughout the whole extent of th^ - 
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United States ;^ and to receive, on the letters and, 
packets fent by poft, the neceffary tax to aefray thc^ 
cxpence of that eftablilhment j to appoint the gc- . 
neral officers of the land forces in the fervice of the. 
United States; to give commiflSons. to the other 
officers appointed by each iiate ; to appoint all the. 
officers of niarme iii the fervic^ of the United ^ 
^ates ; to frame all the ordinances necelfary for the., 
government and difcipline of the land and fea forces, . 
and to direft their of derations. 

. The General Aflembly of the United Sijates^ was 
to be authorifed to appoint a council of*ttate, /and 
fuch committees .and civil officers as they ihall 
Judge nedeffary for guiding and difpatching the ge- . 
neral affairs under their authority, while they re* 
main fittii)g ; and after their feparation, under the . 
authority of the council of ftate. 

' They were to chufe for prefidept oi^e of jheir 
members ; and for fecretary, the perfoii whom they 
Ihould judge fit for that place j anj they^ were to 
aidjpurn at what time of ^the year,, and to what place 
in the United States they might think proper^ 

They were to have the right and power to deter* . 
mine and fix the. fums neceffary tp be raifed, and 
the dif^urfements neceffary to be made ; .to borrow 
money, and to create bills on the credit of the 
United States ; to build and fit out fleets ; to de- ] 
termine the number of troops to be raifedj^ or kept 
in pay ; and to require of each of the ftates, in or- ] 
d^r to compofe the army, a contingent proportioned [ 
to the number of its white inhabitants : thefe requi- 
iixions of the General Affembly, were to b.!£i.,l5ind- * 
ing; and in confequence, the leglllative boHy gf 
each ftate, was to nominate" the particular officers, ! 
levy the men, arm zn^ equip them properly J and,/, 
thofe officers and foldiers, thus armed and equipped, . 
were to proceed to the place,, and within the, time * 
fiiedl^y the. General Affembly. . . 

. -. ^ ^ ^ But* 
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But if the General Aflembly, from fome particu^- 
lar circumftances, fhould think proper to exempt' 
pne or fcvcral of the Hates from raifing troops, or 
to demand' of them iefs than their contingent ; or' 
fliould, on the contrary, judge it convenient that 
pne, ' oir feveral others, fliould raife more than their 
eontingent, the number extraordinarily demanded' 
was to be raifed, provided with officers, armed and 
equipped in the iame manner as the contingent, 
unlefs the legiflatiyc body of that, or of thofe 
ftates to whon> the requifition fliould have been 
^lade, fliould deem it dangerous for themfelves W 
be drained of that number extraordinary, in which 
<^afe they were to furnifli no more than what they 
mighx think compatible with their fafety. 

The General Affembly was never to engage in 
any war, nor grant letters of marque or reprifal in 
)dime of peace, nor coritraft any treaties of alliance^, 
or other conventions, except to make peace, nor 
coin money, or* regulate its value, nor determine 
pr fix the funis ^necefffary to be raifed, or the dif- 
burfements neceflaty to be made for the defence or 
advantage of the United States, or of any of them, 
rijor create bills, or borrow money on the credit of 
the United States, nor difpofe of any fums of money, 
nor refolve on the number of fliips of war to be 
built, or purchafed, nor on the number of troops 
to be raifed for the land or fea fervice, but by the 
united cbnfent of Nine of the States; and noquef- 
tion on any point whatfoever, except for adjourn- 
ing from one day to another, fliall be decided but 
by a majority of the United States. 

No Delegate to be chofen for more than three 
years out of fix. 

- No perfon invefted with any employment what* 
foever, in the extent of the United States, and re- 
ceiving by virtue of that employment, either by 
J^imfelf^ or by the hands of any other for bia>, any 

T 3 falaries 
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falaries, waget^ or emolumencs whatever, oouldtt^ 
chofen a Delegate. 

The General Affembly was to publiih every 
month, a journal of their feffions, except what re« 
lated to treaties, alliances, or military operations^ 
when it appear^ to them that thefe matters ought 
to be kept fccret. The opinions pro and con. oi 
the Delegate^^ of each fiate, were to be entered in 
the journals as often is any one of the Delegates 
ilu)uld require it; and a ^opy of the journal was to 
be delivered to the Delegates of each date, on their 
demand, or even to any one of the Delegates of 
each {iate at his particular requifition, except of 
the parts above mentioned, to be carried to the le« 
giflati^e body of his refpeftive ftate. 

The council of ftate was to be compofed of one 
Delegate of each of the ftates, nominated annually 
by the other' Delegates of his refpe^ive ftate, and 
ihould thefe electors difagree, that Delegate fliall 
nominated by the General AiTembly. 

The council of ftate was to be authoriied to re- 
ceive and open all the letters addrefled to the United^ 
States and anfwer them ; but was not to contraft 
i^ny engagement binding to the United States : they 
were to correfpond with the legiA^xive body of each 
ftate, and with all perfons employed under the 
authority of the United States, or of any of the 
particular legiflative bodies ; they were to addrefs^ 
themfelves to thefe legifl^tive bodies^ or to the 
pfEcers to whom each ftate ihall have intrufted the 
fxecutivp power, for gid and affiftance of every 
kind, as occafion ftiall require ; they v^ere to giv^ 
inftrudlioi^s to the genersds, and direft the military 
operations by land or by fea ; but without making* 
Qny ^lteratio{|S in the objedts or expeditions deter<» 
pained by the penpal Aftembly, unlefsa change of 
^ireumftanccs intervening, and coming to ^eir 
kPQw^edgje, fip^e tl^eb^ealing up of ;he Affertibly, 

<hou^4 
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.#ioutd render a change of meafures indifpeDfably 

neceflary ; they wer^ to be careful of the defenc# 

and prefervation of the fortrefles and fortified pofts ; 

to procure information of the fituationand deiigns 

of the enemy ; to put into execution the pian3 and 

' meafures refolved upon by the General Aflembly^ 

J)y virtue of the powers with which they were in- 

vefted by the preff^nt confederation ; they were to 

draw upon the treafurers for the {un», ,^he deftina- 

tion of which had been fettled by the General Af* 

iembly ; and &^t the payment of the contrads which 

they mijght have made by virtue of the powers grant* 

.ed to them ; they v^re to infpe£t and reprove, or 

even to Aifpend all oifficers civil or military, ading 

;^Qder tlve authority of the United States* In cate 

of^eathor fufpenfioB of any o£Bcer, whofe nomi* 

nation belonged to the General AiTembly, they 

might replace him by what perfon they ihould think 

proper, until the next AiTembly ; they might pub- 

|iih and difperfe authentic accounts of the military 

operations ; they might convene the G^eral Aflem- 

^y for a nearer terni than that to which they had 

adjourned when they feparated, if any important 

and unexpected event ihould require it for the wel<* 

^e of the United States, or of any of them ; they 

tyere to prepare the matters to be fubmitted to the 

fnfpe&ion of the General AiTembly, and lay before 

ihem at the next fitting, all the letters or advices 

by them received, asid to render an exa^ account 

^( all that they had done in the interim f they were 

to take for their fe<:retary a perfon lit for that em- 

ployment| who, before he entered on his funAion, 

ftould take an oath <|f fccrecy and Qdelity : the 

prefence of feven members of the council, was to 

en^power them to adb. In q^c of the death of one 

iE^ their niembers, the f<^i|ncil was to give nott^of 

jt to the colleagues of the deceafed, that they 

might cjbLufe o^e (^, theqirelv^^ to replace him in 
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the council^ until tbe holding of the next Oenem 
^Meeting; and in cafe there fhould be but one of 
his colleagues living, the fame notice fhould be given 
to him, tnat he might come and take his feat until 
the next fitting. 

In cafe that Canada fhould be willing to accede 
to the pfefent confederation, and come into all the 
meafures of the United States, it was to be admitted 
into the union, and participate in all its benefits ; 
but no other Colony was to be admitted, without 
the confent of nine of the flates. 

The above articles were to be propofed to the le- 
gtflative bodies of all the United States, to be exa- 
mined by them ; and if approved of, they were to 
authorife their Delegates to ratify them it^ the 
General AiTembly ; after which all the articles 
which conftitute the prefent confederacy, were to 
be inviolably obferved by all the United States, and 
the union to be eftabliihed for ever. 

No alteration was to be made hereafter in any of 
thefe articles, unlefs that alteration fhould be previ- 
oufly determined upon in the General AfTembly, 
and confirmed afterwards by the legiflative bodies 
of each of the United States. 

Such was the tenour of the famous Treaty of 
Confederation and perpetual Union between the 
Thirteen Colonies. It followed at the diflance of 
three months precifely, the no lefs celebrated de- 
claration of Independency; and like that, it was 
agreed upon at a time when their fate was yet in 
iufpenfe. It may even be faid, that this latter de- 
termination was adopted at a Hill more dangerous 
crifis than the preceding. Their armies had been 
repeatedly defeated, and were retreating every 
where before the enemy. So much refolution and 
conftancy was an objeft of no fmall furprize in Eu- 
rope. ' Their favourers compared their behaviour 
to that pf th^ ancient Romans, when almoft van- 
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quiihed by Pirrhus, and who, in the mldft of the 
fevcreft defeats and loffes, never fubmitted to de- 
Ibondency, and ftill continued to bid him defiance^ 

It wa^ not only with Britiih troops and their Eu- 
ropean auxiliaries theCongrefs had now to coqtend; 
a donieftic enemy had been excited to invade the 
territories of the Colonies, in a part which was con» 
fidered as the leaft defenfible. 

The Britiih agents among the Indians, had long 
exerted their endeavours to bring them into the 
conteft, as allies to Britain. Through the vigilance 
and addrefs of thofe who had been employed by the 
Congrefs to prevent fuch a meafure from taking 
place, it had been reiteratedly defeated, and a plan 
of amity between thelndian nations and the Colonifts 
had been fettled upon terms equally acceptable to 
both. But notwithftanding thefe fucceffive failures, 
the zeal and activity of the Britiih agents did nof 
abate. They were experimentally acquainted with 
the ficklenefs of thefe people, and with their rea- 
dinefs to concur in any enterprize from whence pro^ 
fit was to arife. By dint of feafonable prefents, and 
by holding out to them the profped:of the immenfe 
booty that would fall into their polTeffion, they in- 
duced them to take up arms in the caufe of Britain. 

In order to encourage them by the probabi- 
lity of fuccefs, they laid before them the fchemc 
of aftion that was to be purfued upon this occafion. 
A cohliderable force was to be fent to Weft Florida, 
Which was to march through the country of the 
Creeks, Chickefaws, and Cherokees. Strengthened 
by the warriors of thofe nations, this force was to 
fall upon Virginia and the Carolinas, and thus dif- 
traft the attention of the Colonifts, while the Bri* 
tilh armaments were invading the fea coafts, 
' But the Indians were not the only fupport relied 
upon in this tindertaking. It was to be forwarded 
by ike CQ-Q|)cration df others, in whom a ftill 

greater 
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greater dependai|ce might be placed* Circularlet^ 
ters were diftributed among the well*afiefted to thc^ 
Brstiih government in the back fettlements, ac- 
quamting them with the preparations that frere 
ipaking againft the Colonies^ and exhorting them 
fo fecond a defign that feemed to promiie the fureft 
&ccefs. The other inhabitants in eeneral were 
^mmoned to join the adherents to Britain, with 
promifes of the kindeft treatnient in cafe of their 
compliance ; but warning them at the fame time, 
of the certain and inevitable miferies they would 
fuffer^ in cafe pf a refufah They were required to 
repair to the plac^ where the royal ftandard was to 
be ereded| togctl^er with their horfes, their eattlc^ 
and as larg^ a ftock of provifion as they could col- 
lect ; for ^1 which they fliould be generouily paid. 
In the mean tioie, i^ fubfcfiption to a papejr declar* 
ing their allegiancet was demanded, tnat it might 
t)e known who weri^ the friei^ds pr the enemies to 
Britain. 

Thofe who condudted this hufinefi, did it fp ef» 
feAually, thUt an exte|ifive innirredion followed in 
confequence of it, among the ]^ndiaqs; Won by tl|e * 
plaufi^ility Qf a plan that offered thenq^ fuch grea{ 
advantages, thev eafily forgQt the engagements they 
had formed witfi the G>lonies, and entered heartily 
ipto a confederacy againft them^ Even their anci« 
ent friends, the Six Nations, fwerved from theif 
iSdelicy on this occ^on ; and numbers of then^ were 
induced, hy the Ijopes qf plunder, to jf^ their 
fnemies. 

This^ ladian infurredion CQipmenced anymg the 
Creeks, a fierce and rapacious people, whqfe hofti-t 
iities were accompanied with thqfe dreadful perpe^ 
^rations of barbarity, that render an Indian w^ fo 
terrible to all that are expflfed to its cqnfequences^ 
. Jn expedation of being powerfully feconded, they 
liroceeded with great vioJei^ and impet^ofity 
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-in their incurfions i but finding themfejves unfup* 
ported, and knowing that if they were left alooe^ 
they would quickly be overpowered, they held 4 
icoafulution, wherein it was agreed among their 
Chiefs, to defift, and to apply for peaipe to thofe 
whom they had offended^ It was fortiinate fpr thi; 
Congrefs that this tribe had begun hoftilities before 
they were joined by the others, and had for that 
reafon deferted them : this aiTembly wifely diflem- 
bled the injury, and quickly concluded a treaty of 
peace with them« 

Their neighbours, the Chcrokecs, having cpm« 
pleted their preparations, fent a meflaee to inform 
them, that they were marching againft the enemy, 
and expeded their affiftance ; but the Creeks re^ 
turned them anfwer, that they had buried th^ 
hatchet fo deep, that it could not be found. The 
Cherokees, however, proceeded without tbemj^ 
and- invaded the back fettlements in a variety of 
|>laces, fpreading maflacre and defolation ever/ 
where^ 

This barbarous incurfion was not of long dyra«^ 
tion. The Colonies of Virginia and Carolina aflem- 
blitijg; a large body of militia, hefted with all fpeed 
to the relief of their countrymen. They attacked 
^e In4ians with great bravery, and defeated theni 
in every encounter with prodigious flaughter. They 
drove them out of all the frontier fettlements, and 
purfucd them into their own country ; where they 
4eftrpyed all their habitations, and burned all their 
fields of corn and other provifions. The ruin and 
devaftation was fuch, that the Cherokee nation 
was in a manner exterminated : what remained 
was glad to accept of any terms the Coloniftsi 
thought proper to impofe upon them^ 

A fuccels fo complete and decifive, put an 

fjnd to all apprehenfions from the other In-? 

^m^s. Dreading^ tl^e fate qf th^ Cherokees, they 

% continued 
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continued quiet at home, and gave up all thoughts 
of the projeded expedition. The cruelties that 
had beien excrcifcd by thefe favage Warriors, 
gave fuch univerfal offence to all . parties, thaL 
both the well and ill-afFedted to the Britifhxaufe, 
concurred in expreffing the utmoft abhorrence of 
fuch a manner of carrying on hoffilities, and in con- 
demning thofe who had promoted this Indian inva- 
^on. The confequence was, that numbers of the 
adherents to Britain, determined to renounce all 
fuch mrafures in future; as experience had proved 
them to be fruitlefs, and as they were entirely re- 
pugnant to humanity. 

This total deliverance from the fears which had 
fo long alarmed the inhabitants of the interior and 
remote parts of the Colonies, was an event of the 
utmoft confequence to the Americans, It anfwered 
two ends ; it Ihowed that the Indians were not fo 
formidable as they had been reprefented, and that 
they might eafily be repulfed; and it removed at 
the fame time, all apprehenfions that they might be 
aided by thofe among the Colonifts who were dif- 
^fFeded to the ipeafures of Congrefs. 

This fecurity to their back-fettlements, was a 
circumftance the more defirable, as it enabled CoOr 
grefs to turn the whole of their attention to thofe 
operations that were immediately under their eye,— ?- 
Had they been obliged to provide for the defence* 
of thofe diftant places, while they were fo clofely 
prefied by the Britifh armies towards the clofe of the 
campaign, their diftrefs might poffibly have been 
too great to be remedied. But having now no in- 
ternal foe to oppofe, they were quite at liberty to 
improve thofe advantages which Qeneral Walhing-* 
ton had gained towards the ^nd of that year, and- 
the commencement of the enfuing^ . 

He was now biifily employed in the Jerfeys in 
^araffing the out^pofts of the Britilh army, and pre- 

.venting 
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irenting fupplLes from cotping to the forces at New^. 
York. The troops ftationed on rfie Jerfey coaft un- 
derweijt/t;he fcvereft duty. ; they .were day and night 
oonftrainedtp keep an inceflant Ipok-out ; fkirmiih* 
cs foUowed each other in perpetual fucceffion : they 
were in the iflue very deftrudtiyc; for though few 
might fall at a time, yet the total amount^ ^of them 
that^feil in fo many, was very confiderable^ 'l^he/j. 
bore their fituation with great firmnels and patieiicei 
and endured all the hardlhips of a long winter, in- 
crcafed by the fatigue of unceafing hoftilities, with 
the fame courage and fortitude as they had done at 
Bofton jSL twelvemonth before* 

But though they maintained the pofts that re- 
mained to them in the Jerfeys, they could not pre- 
vent the Americans from reaping the greateft bene- 
fit they could propofe at this time. Thefe conti- 
nual encounters contributed to inure the Colonifts 
to military difcipline, and to prepare them for the 
operations of the next campaign, which General 
Wafliington reafonably imagined would be very ex- 
tenfive and important. To this purpofe, he loft no 
opportunity of bringing the Americans to aftion as 
pften as it could be done without rilking too much^ 
By this prudent management, he found them at the 
opening of the fpring fo much improved in the va- 
rious branches of warfare, as to afford him a well- 
f rounded expeftation of being able to face the 
ritifli armies, if not with fuccefs, at leaft in fuch 
a manner, as would not refledt difgrace upon 
America. 

The refentment occafioned by the depredations 
that had been carried on in the Jerfeys, had left 
few, if any, friends to Britain in that Province.— 
The dread of feeing thofe plunderers return, whq 
had fpared neither friend nor foe, rendered all par- 
ties averfe to the caufe in which they were employ- 
ed. To this it was owing that their motions were 
obferved ^ith fuch extreme vigilance, that they 
^ ^ flood 
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flood little or no chalice of fucceeding in afif of 
their eoterprifes* So many had fiiSered through 
them, that there was no deficiency of fpies to gire 
inftant information of whatever they were fnfpe&ed 
to have in view; and as much mifefaief was done 
tiiem by fuch as ^ed iecretly from motives of pri^^ 
vate revenge^ as by thofe who took an open past 
igainil them i» the fields 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

Difirefs of the Wefi Indies — Loffes by American Pri^ 
vateers — Attempt of John the Painter — Parliament 
tary Debates relating to Americor^Staie and Senti^ 
menii of the Nation^ 

IT had been frequently prcdiftcd, both in Par- 
liament and elfewhere, that in cafe of koftiUties 
With America, the Weft India iflands would be in^ 
volved in great diftrefs. That predi&ion began 
now to be fulfilled in all its j^arts. From the de- 
privation of thofe numberlefs fupplies with which 
they were furniflied from the American continent, 
all the neceflaries of life became fo fcairce, as to n(t 
to four or five times their former price. The ne- 
groesy and the inferior claiTes of white people^ fuf« 
^red greatly on this occaiion. Materials of indilE^ 
pcnfibTc ufe for the bufinefs of their plantations, 
were not to be procured at any rate, and a ftagna- 
tion etifued that becamp a moft ferious objeS of 
alarm. Had it not been for the adventitious help 
that arofe from the capture of American veflels, fa* 
mine and abfolute ruin, muil inevitably have beeir 
the fate of the Weft India iilands. 

But if the Americans were lofers in this refpeflr, 
they made themfelves amends by feizing numbers o#' 
the Britiih fliips home laden from thofe iflands with 
rich cargoes^ Herein they were favoured by a variety 
of circumflances, refulting from winds, weather,. 
and feafoas. An accident happened in particular 
during the courfe of this year, which proved highly 
detrimental to ihfe mexcantile inteteft dT this country. 
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The negroes in Jamaica had formed a confpiracy 
againft the white inhabitants. As part of the military 
force ufually Rationed on that ifland had been drafted 
off to America, the few foldiers that remained were 
not fufficient to keep the negroes in awe. They had 
determined to rile upon their mafters as foon as a 
large fleet of merchant-men was failed that was then 
loading with fugars in the different ports of the 
ifland. Fortunately for the inhabiunts,' the plot 
was difcovered and fuppreffed ; but until the danger 
Bad entirely fubfided,* the *fleet was detained, and 
did not depart until after the cuftomary time. By 
this retardment, it failed at. a feafon that was' ac- 
companied with much tempeftuous weather, whidh 
fcattered the ihips, feparated them from their co»- 
Toy, and expofed them to the American cruifers 
that were lying in wait for them in the latitudes 
through which they were to pafs in their voyage 
homewards. Notice had been received in America 
of the detention of the merchant-men at Jamaica, 
and they had employed the time given them by this 
delay, in fitting out a large number of flout priva- 
teers to intercept them. The confequence was, that 
many of the fliips oompofing this fleet were taken^ 
and proved valuable prizes to the enemyv 

Thie trade from the other iflands fuffered proper-^ 
tionably ; -and. it was computed in London, at the 
clofeotthe year fevehty-fix, that the loffes of the 
merchants, and of government,' by thofc veflTels 
employed in its fervice as tranfports for troops^ 
or ftbres, amounted to little lefs than eleven Lun- 
dred thoufand pounds. . 

The American privatects were at no l(^»wher6 
to difpofe of thcfe prizes. The ports of France 
and Spain, efpecially the firfl:, wi^re open to them 
both in Europe and in their Ameifican dominions,. ' 
Here they fold them openly j without the leaft hind-» 
jance or controuL Such anandignky ^^^as n^t, how^ 
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•r^r^ unnoticed by the Britifli niiniftry 8 remdn*' 
ilmnces were made to the refpedive Courts, which 
produced fome reftraint on thefe praftices; but 
though they were publicly difavowed, they receiv- 
ed all manner of private encouragement, and no ef* 
fiedtoal interruption was put to the fale of the many 
veffels belonging to Britain that were brought in by 
the Americans. , 

Had either France or Spain, or any power ia 
Europe, afted in fuch a manner at any other time, 
they would foon have felt the. refentment of thii 
nation; but they knew its embaralTments ; they 
faw that its fituation would compel it to bear with 
fuch liberties as they were taking, and thSy conti* 
nued them accordingly. 

The behaviour of the French in their Weft Indid; 
iflands, was ftill more injurious and infulting than 
In France itfelf. They not only admitted the Ame- 
ricans openly into their ports, and purchafed their 
prizes as faft as they could bring them in; they 
carried their audacioufnefs fo far, as to fit out pri- 
¥at^ers under American colours, and to take com- 
miiJEions from the Congrefs, in order to cover their 
depredations upon the Britiih ihipping in thofe 
fea?. 

The captures made, on the other hand, on the 
Americans, by the fliips and armed veffels of the 
^ritiih navy, were very numerous ; but they did 
Jiot counterbalance the value of thofe which the 
Americans made on Great Britain: as they were 
chiefly laden with provifions, and articles for the 
trade of the Weft Indies, they proved however 
highly ufeful to the Britifli iflands, where they al- 
ways found a ready fale. 

But it was not only the permiflioit or connivance 
of the French and Spanifli miniftry at this encour- 
agement of American privateers, that gave juft 
oaufe of alarm to that of Bi^iuin* Ths port! 

Voi. II. No.ia U \ ©f 
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of both kingdoms were full] of fuck indications A 
demoted that obje&s of far higher and more dm^ 
gerous importance were in agitation. An akerca* 
tion fubfifted between Spain <and Portugal : bui ic 
was evident to all difcerning people, that Iboiething 
more was meaiit than a quarrel with that Crotvn by 
the vaft armaments that were carried on by tho 
Houfe of Bourbon. The compact t^at had been, 
framed between the different branches of that po» 
tent family, was prefent to the mind of all thoCs 
who reflefted on the opportunity that was now giveA^ 
to it, by the diflention between Great Britain ami 
her Colonies, to dep^r-efs that power of which it ftood 
fe much in awe, gnd of which it had lately ex-. 
perienced the ftrength in fomany parts of the world* 
In the midft of the folicitude which the naval 
preparations of thofe two great monarchies ocqafem^. 
ed in all thinking men, the attention of the publie 
was called forth by one of thofe ftrange events that 
are fometimes produced by feafons of general tur-i^ 
1>ulence and fermentation*^ 

• A man of an extraordinary turn of mind, arrived^ 
in the courfe of this year from America. He was au 
liative of Britain : — Impelled by an unfettled, reft- 
iefs difpofition, his whole life had been a perpetuat 
fcene of rambling from one country to another^ 
without fixing any where for a coiiiftancy.. The^ 
micioufnefs of his charadier engaged him in a vari^^ 
ety of fuch adventures as men given .to profligacy, 
feem to delight in. Leading a vagabond,, irregu-. 
lar life, he^ had gone through many changes and' 
viciffitude*. He had enlifted feveral times as a foK 
&er,,andiiad asoften defer ted, after receiving thet 
bounty money. He had, as opportunities, offered,,' 
been fucceffively a highway-man, a. houfe^-breaker, 
and*^ robber iji every Ihape and form^* He alftt; 
v^orked occafionally at his trade^ which was that o£. 
al^aiatcii Havinjg /comnutted a number of mif-. 

diceds*^. 
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•4eedsj for which, if detefted, he was cdnfciou^ 
that his punilhment wduld be fatal, he thought ir 
prudent to abandon his native country, and tranf- 
port himfelf to America, Here he remainecl 
dibout three years, rambling from Colony to Co- 
lony, and fupporting himfelf by his trade. As his 
adventures were known only to himfelf, he met 
with a friendly treatment among a people, who be- 
fore the unhappy quarrel with Britain, made it a 
duty to receive the natives of this ifland with kind^ 
nefs and hofpitality. ^ This quarrel was at that time 
beginning to be ferious, and took up the attention 
find converfation of all people* It was principally 
atnong thofe of his own degree, that the conduft of 
the Britilh government was condemned in the molt 
putrageous manner* By frequenting and converfirig 
with men of this defcription, he gradually imbibed 
their opinions, and conceived an averfion to this 
country and nation, that increafed to the higheft de-^ 
gree of inveteracy and violence. In the warmth, 
and impetuofity of a fearlefs and enterprifing tem- 
per, he was continually brooding on the means of 
wreaking his vengeance upon a people and kingdom 
he held in fo much abhorrence. He projected at 
hft the moft daring plan that ever entered into the 
conception of a political enthufiaft, — that of con- 
triving and efFedling, alone and unaflifted, the com^ 
plete lubverfion of the powerof Great Britain. 

Fraught with a projeft that involved at once the 
total annihilation of the ftrength of this realm, and 
the deliverance of America from all its attempts to» 
fubdue it, he again crofled the ocean to this ifland, 
without communicating his intentions to any one. — ^ 
It was by this deep relerve, and averfenefs to mix 
with affbciates, that he had formerly j^referved him- 
felf from difcovery in the perpetration of his wick- 
fdppfs. He determined therefore to a<fl upojf the' 
•<, V 2 fame 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



3o8 HISTORY OF T H E 

fame plan in the execution of the cnterprifc he wai 
labouring to compafs. 

He negleded nothing which could in any manner 
prove fubfervient to it. It was indeed of fuch a 
nature^ as required the utmoft boldnefs^ perfeve- 
rance^ and induftry of which human nature is ca- 
pable. Thefe qualities he exerted in the fupremeft 
degree upon this occaiion, and carried them all to 
an extent that was truly aftoniihing. 

His defign was no lefs than to deftroy the whole^ 
navy, together with the commercial greatnefs o£ 
Britain. In order to accompliih this end^ his in- 
tent was to fet fire to the King's dock-yards, and 
afterwards to the principal fea-ports and trading 
towns in the kingdom. 

Full of this deftrudlive fcheme, he vifited and 
infpefted with the keeneft attention and vigilance, 
thofe docks and places at which his attempts were 
chieHy to be aimed. He ftridly examined their 
fituation and circumftances, and elpecially the de- 
gree of care and watchfulnefs that wasbeftowed up- 
on them by thofe who were appointed to their guards 
This he acknowledged, upon his trial, to have 
found fcandaloufly deficient, and inadequate to fo 
great a truft, and fuch as aflTorded him the higheft 
encouragement to proceed in his undertaking. 

In the mean time, he was indefatigable in devi- 
fing and preparing implements and ipaterials for the 
Execution of his purpofes. His inventive genius 
contrived feveral of a very Angular and extraordi- 
nary nature, and his whole time was taken up ia 
making trials of their efficacy. 

After failing, in feveral attempts, he at laft found- 
means to fet»fire to the Rope-houfe at Portfmouth ; 
hoping ft'om the combuftible articles with which it 
was filled, that the conflagration would be fo vio- 
lent as to extend to the adjoining magazines and 

ftore- 
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ftore-houfes, and thus complete, at one ftroke, the 
ruin of the firft arfenal in the kingdom. 

The fire was however happily extinguished by 
the dexterity and diligence with which it was en- 
countered; but not without having entirely confu- 
med all the hemp' and* cordage contained in the 
Rope-houfe ; a great, biit comparatively fmall lofs, 
when the danger is confidered, to which the im- 
jnenfe value of the prodigious quantity of naval 
ft<M"es lodged in the contiguous buildings was expo- 
Xed, together with their very narrow efcape. 

But though the iofs upon this occafion was not 
flifficult to repair in fuch a country as £nglai>d, the 
dread arid apprehenfion excited by fp daring an at- 
tempt, were not eafily removed. An alarm was 
fpread over the nation, that plots and machinations 
were forming againft it of the moft infidious and 
bafeft nature ; and that ihould open and avowed 
hoftilities fail, cbindeftine meafures would be em.- 
ployed againft it of fuch a kind, as no care i>or cir- 
cumfpeftion would be able to defeat. As no difco- 
very could be made of the author of the mifchief 
done at Portfmouth, it was accounted for, in the 
mean while, by various conjeftures. It was attri- 
buted by numbers to incendiaries hired fron^' abroad; 
fome fufpefted France or Spain ; others charged it 
to America J nobody imagined that meer political 
enthufiafm, uninfluenced by the profpeft of reward, 
would fpontaneoufly have ventured upon fo defpe- 
rate an undertaking. 

The perpetrator of this deed was now at Ply- 
k mouth, watching ah opportunity of repeating what 
I he had done at Portfmouth. But tiie intelligence 
j of what had happened at this place, had fet people 
i upon their guard ; and in makipg an attempt on the 
j dock, he was near being difcovered. 
I Defpairing of fuccefs in either of thefe places, 

te next projcfte,d to burn the Ihipping in fome of 
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the mercantile fca-ports. Here he expeftcd to fix&d 
men lefs appreheanvc of fuch a defign, zxyi there- 
fore left watchful. To this intent he proceeded to 
Briftol, where the party that fided with the mea^p 
fures that were pow profecuting aeainft the Colo- 
,|iies, had lately procured an addrels of congratula- 
tion to the Throne upoa the fucceffe^ of the late cam- 
paign in America. 

This was a powerful motive to inflame the mind 
of fo refolute and vindiftive a man. He arrived at 
Briftol in January feventy-feven, and diredlJy be- 
gan with an attempt to fet fixe to the ihipping, of 
which the crouded fituation in the narrow gut that 
runs along the key, and is alraoft dry at low water^ 
expofes them to the moft imminent danger in fuch. 
cafes. Failing in feveral endeavours upon thof(^ 
, yeffels, he next determined to make an effay upon 
|he warehoufes lying near them, in hopes that the 
flames would fpread on both fides, and deftroy both 
the city and Ihipping. No more, however, than 
flx or leven were confumed. 

The terrors of the public were renewed upon thi$ 
occafion, and the rage of party was added to them. 
The enemies of the Americans afcribed thefe mif- 
chiefs to their favourers ; and thefe retorted the ac- 
cu fat ion, and reprefented them as proceeding from 
their own machinations, in order to have a pretence 
to blacken thofe who pppofed their iniquitous 
meafures. 

In this manner did individuals of narrow concept 
tions and violent tempers, labour to cl^fapie each 
other reciprocally; while the more cool aqd tempe-i 
rate of both parties fufpended their opinions^ and were 
ilruck with amazement an4 doubt, whence fo un-^ 

J)recedented and unaccountable, and at the fame time 
b perfeveripg a iyftcm of iniquity could proceed. 

It was happily at laft brought to a conclufion by 
^ fcipr^ of the offender, who Ibme time a(ter leav- 
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feig firiftol, in queft of further adTentures of the 
fame fort, was taken up, on fufpkrion. He beha- 
ved, upon examination, with a coolnefs^ and aflii- 
rance that almoft difcOhcerted thofe who were au- 
thorifed to inquire into his conduA. He Avoided 
with furprifing art, every capti6u$ queftion; nor 
when he was brought before the Lords of the Ad- 
iniralty, did his undauntednefs fail him; he anfwer- 
ed every queftion with the fame guardednefs, and 
remained equally calm and unperpleied. 

Me^ns, however, were found to bring him (ode- 
fe<5li<)h.-^A man 6f the fame profeflion,'whohad 
alfo lived in' America, or was an American, vifited 
hitn in prifon, and pretended much concern arid 
forrow at his fituation. He ftrohgly affefted to be no 
lefs attached to the caufe of America than the pri- 
foner himfelf, and as ready to engage in any underta- 
king to ferye that country. An intimacy being thus 
produced between them, the firft was at length in- 
4uced to difclofe himfelf. Evidence being obtained 
in this mannei*, he was brought to his trial at Portf- 
mouth, where he maintained his charaAer to the 
laftj rejecting and invalidating the teftifi^ony of his 
falfe friend, from the bafenefs and treachery of his 
behaviour. He received his condemnation to death 
y/ith great compofure, and met his fate with a for- 
titude worthy of a better calufe than that for Which 
he fuffered. When at the point of execution^ he 
acknowledged his guilt ; and as an atonement for 
it, he left fome diteijlions how to prevent the dock- 
yards, arid other public magazines, frorii bfeing at* 
tempted after the like manneip in future. 

Such was the deftiny of this wicked, but extra- 
^dinary man. ' His rea^ name was James Atken ; 
}>ut he wa6 m^ch better known by that of John the 
iPainter. He was perhaps the moft fingular pheno* 
^qnon to which the tempeftuoufnefs of the times 
^gave birth* The boldnefs and magnitude of his en- 
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terprife, the motives that produced it, which though 
erroneous and unjuftifiable, were not mean, the rcfo- 
lution and induftry with which it was conducted, the 
tpils^ difficulties, and hardihips, with which an indi<^ 
vidual' in low. circumftances, muft have conftantly 
firuggled in his labours to accomplifh it : all thefe 
conuderations render it, though highly atrocious and 
criminal,' no l^fs an objcft of aftojciiftimont than ex- 
ecration. 

The ideas of the danger with which'Great Britain 
.was menaced, both from within, as well as from 
without, received an additional weight from thk 
event. Miniftry had already begun to put the na« 
tion in a ftronger ftate of defence than had hitherto 
been thought neceffary. Sixteen Ihips of the line 
had been added to thofe already in commiffion ; and 
other preparations made, that manifefted fufpicions 
of unfriendly defigns froni abroad. 

In the mean time, the feffion of Parliament was 
. g opened on the laft day of Odiober. In 
77 ' the fpeech delivered from the Throne, it 
was reprefepted, among other particulars, that the 
people of America had not only renounced their aU 
fegi^nce to the Crown, and their political connec- 
tion with this country, but rejefted, with circum- 
ftances of indignity and infult, the means of conci- 
liation held out tQ them by the cpmmiffion fent out 
for that purpofe, Th^t if their refiftance continued 
unfuppreffed, much mifchiejF would enfue to the 
commerce of Great Britaip, and to the political 
fyftem of Europe, That no people ever enjoyed 
more happinefs, and lived under a milder govern^ 
inentthan the Colonifts in America, Their im- 
provements in every art, their numbers, their 
wealth, their ftrength by fea and land, now unhap-r 
pily exerted againft the parent ftate, were ample 
prpofs of the prosperity to which they h(id attained. 
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TJie addrefs of the Houfe of Commons, in an- 
fwer to the fpeech, after coinciding with the decla* 
rations it contained, attributed thecircumftancesof 
infult and indignity, which accompanied the rejec* 
tion of the conciliatory offers made by the commif* 
fioners to the Americans, to their refentment of the 
-firm and conftant adherence of the Crown to the 
maintenance of the conflitutional rights of Parlia- 
ment, divefted of every pofl5ble view of any fepa- 
rate intereft; and.it expreffed accordingly, the 
ftrongeft fentiments of gratitude for this marked at- 
tachment to the Parliamentary authority of'Grcjtt 
Britain. 

: This addrefs produced, however, great debates^ 
and met with a determined oppofition from the mi« 
nority. An amendment was moved by Lord John 
Cavendifh, which was the mofl: remar||able of any 
that had yet been propofed fince the commencement 
of the troubles, for the • freedom and pointednefs 
with which it was expreffed. It entered into 
a comprehenfive view of the condudt of the Britiih 
miniftry refpefting America. It lamented that the 
minds of fo large, and lately fo loyal a part of thi 
King's fubjedts, ihould be entirely alienated from 
this country. Such an event, it was afferted, as the . 
defe&ion of a whole people, could not have hap- 
pened without fome .coniiderable errors in the con« 
dud obferved towards them by government* It 
reprobated, in the moft explicit terms, the late 
meafures and proceedings of the miniftry refpefting 
the Colonies ; it reproached them with the purluit of 
fchemes formed for the reduction and chaftifement 
of a party, fuppofed to confift of fome inconfidera- 
ble and factious men, but which had, in the iffue, 
driven thirteen large Colonies into an open and 
armed refiftapce. Every aft of Parliament, propo-t 
pofed as a mean? of procuring peace and fpbmiffion, 
hSd proved, on the contrary, a new caufe ofoppo-. 
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ficion and hoftility. The nation was now almoil in- 
cxtricably involved in a bloody and expenfivc civil 
war, which threatened to exhauft the ftrength o€ 
the Britiih dominions, and to lay them open to the 
moft deplorable calamities^ No hearing had bee^ 
granted to the reiterated petitions of the Colonies^ 
nor any ground laicj for a reconciliation ; the com- 
piiffioners nominated for the purpofe of relloring 
peace, not being furnifhed with fyfficient powers tfy 
pring about fo defirable an end. 

After a variety of other obfervations, it conclu? 
/Ted with a declaration peculiarly fpirited and flrir 
king,—" Weihouldlook,*' faid it, "with the ut, 
** moft Ihame and horror, upon any events that 

V would tend to break the fpirit of any part of th^ 
^ Britifh nation, and to bow them to an abjeft, un-f 
^* conditioAl fubmiffion to any power whatfocver, 
** to annihilate their liberties, and to fubdue then^ 
'* to fervile principles and paffive habits, by the 
*' force of foreign mercenary arms, becaufe an^idft 
^* the excefles and abufes which have happened, wd 
•* mull refpedt the fpirit and principles operating 
f ^ in tbefe commotions. Our wiih is to regukte^ 
?* not to deftroy themi ; for though diflfering in fome 
f* circumftances, thofe very principles evidently 

V bear fo exad: ^n analogy with thofe which fup- 
^* port the moft valuable part of our own conftitu- 
*' tion, that it is impoffible, with any appearance 
f* of juftice, to think of wholly extirpating theni 
** by the fvvord, in any part of the Rritilh dominie 
- ! ons, without admitting confequencefe, and eftalv? 
**^ lifhing precedents the moft ^angeroiia to the li* 
*f* berties of this kingdom/' 

The oppofition in the Houfe of Lords wasnolefs 
Animated. T-The fpeech underwent, a fevere exatniy 
nation, and the debates were carried on, with ^ 
warmth an^ freedom of expreffion feldom -precer 

^deutpd. * ^ . ' 
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^^ The Miniftry afferted in that fpecch," faid 
they, ** that the people of America were oppre(f 
fed by the arbitrary government of their leaders.-Hr» 
But who were thofe rulers whom they fo paffively 
obeyi^d ? They had not any nobles among them ; 
they were notorioufly averfe to titular pre-eminence^ 
they had in their articles of confederation, guarded 
with particular care againft the future creation of 
fiobility ; their great men were fuch merely by the 
fufferance of the people, and the leaft deviation from 
the duty they owed to the public, would diveft them 
in a moment of all popularity, and all power. — r 
They were, it was true, an improved and poliftie4 
people; but they were too clear-fighted and fagar 
cious, to admit of any diftindtions that would fub*- 
jeft them to the controul of chieftains. They lived 
throughout the continent on a footing of equality, 
that extinguilhed every fpark of ambition in thofe 
who might be inclined to afpire, from the impract> 
ticabiiityof fuceeeding in any views of this kind.— t 
Commerce had enriched them, and the countrjr 
contained many men of fubftance and property, but 
none were fo fuperior in opulence to the reft, as to 
become through fuch means objedis of any magni- 
tude. The circumftances of the wealthieft among 
them were but moderate, when compared with thi| ' 
prodigious fortunes of foi;ne individuals in this 
cpuntry. The fact was, that from the general dif- 
fufion of induftry, they were nearly upon a level; 
and that fuch among them who made the greateft 
figure, did it niore by the efteem in \yhich they 
were held, and the refpeft that was Ihown to them 
on account of their merit, than by the influence of ^ 
their wealth, or the fplendor of their naanner of ^ 
living. 

The Contiaeptal Congrefshad chofen Mr. Hancock 
their P.refident ; but would any one aflert that his opu- 
lence had raifpd him tp that dignity ? He was a gen- 
tleman 
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tleman of great worth and integrity in the commer- 
cial line ; was known to be free from ambition, and 
to had)our no other defigns, but fuch as were per- 
feaiy confiftent with the welfare of the commu- 
nity. His zeal, indeed, for the honour and intereft 
of his country, was notorious ; and he had given 
iignai proofs of it in feveral inftahces : it was this, 
and this only, abftrafted from all other coniidera* 
Yions, that had placed him in the feat which he now 
occupied. He had no authority at Bofton, and pof- 
fefled no influence over his countryman, till the pre- 
sent difputes had brought him into notice, from 
his oppofition to the Britilh miniftry : had not this 
been the cafe, he woifld have remained unnoticed, 
«nd paflfed his life in the ihade, like all other per- 
sons in that, country, who did not acquire the 
favour of the public by rendering it fervices. Thefc 
akme, in America, entitled men to fuper-eminence 
^nd cohfpicuity. 

• The cafe of General Wafliington was a clear proof 
that merit was the only motive that influenced the 
Americans in the choice of their chiefs. He was 
appointed to the command of their armies folely on 
account of his military abilities ; there was neither 
favour nor bribery ufed in his promotion : he was 
chofen z deputy to Congrefs by the people of the 
diftrid: where he lived, from the good will and re^ 
ipeft which the worthinefs of his character had pro^ 
cured him. Being a man of courage and experi- 
ence in war, the Congrefs nominated him, as the 
fitteft perfon they knew for the ftation he now filled 
with fo much reputation. Previous to this unhappy 
difpute, he was a private gentleman poflefled of a 
handfome patrimony ; but bis mind was much more 
liberal than his fortune :. his generous and hofpita* 
ble behaviour had recommended hiiti to public no- 
tice, much mo^e than his affluence. Had this been 
hk only diftinftipn, he would have attained neither 
/* greatneft 
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greatnefs nor fame among his countrymen; and 
would have remained in obfcurity like many others, 
that had no other claim to their predileftion* 

Thofe who compofed the Congress, were not the 
rkheft men in the land. Their capacity and their 
resolution had diSated the propriety of eleding 
them. They held their authority from the good 
opinion of the people; the republican ideas pre- 
vailing in America, allowed them no other right 
to rule* * It was abfurd, therefore, to affert that 
the Americans were now become flaviih and fub* 
miffive : fuch a fudden change could not be fup- 
pofed in men, who were known to be (launch le- 
vellers, and declared enemies of all perfonal prero- 
gatives ; who thought and afted with more freedom 
and independency of judgment, than any civilized 
people whatever ; who were more jealous of theic 
liberties than any other nation ; and who, in de- 
fence of their rights, had taken up arms, and were 
now infpired with a determination to facriiice all 
that was dear to them, rather than fubmit to de- 
mands that were contrary to their inclinations* 

Such a race of men were not to be made tools, of* 
by a few defigning individuals. The truth was,. 
the whole continent had unanimoufly difapproved- 
the eondu<St of the Britifh adminiftration ; and wheft 
it was found, that it perfifted in meafures oppofite 
to their requefts, and that no expoftulations would 
prevail, the Colonies had affociated to oppofe thefe. 
meafures ; and had, like all other people in the 
fame circumftances^ been compelled to chufe direc- 
tory for the fupreme management of their affairs. 
But could a direction of this nature imply tyranny ? 
Their leaders were appointed by the people at; 
large, chofen annually^, and refponfible to a pubUq 
^at continually watched all their proceedings, aiic^ 
would withdraw its confidence the moment it faw 
fkc, leaft caufe. With what face could minifter^ 
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putfucfa aflcrtions into a fpcech, that ought td cftfl*^ 
tain nothing but the ftrkfteft and moll «nqueftion^ 
able truth ? 

What were the terms of dondliatioft offered to 
the Americans? Forgivenefs upon unconditioiial 
ftibmiflion* Did minifters ferioufly imagine the* 
Americans would accept of fuch terms ? Could they 
doubt an inftant, that they would be refufed with 
indignation, and that fuch a treatment Would lie-^ 
ceffarily produce refiftance ? This, in the neceffaf^ 
courfe of things, muft be followed with a deteritoi^ 
nation to ftiake off the yoke of a power, from? 
which they had nothing further to expeft but en^ 
mity. 

It had been aflerted, that no people enjoyed 
greater happinefs, and lived under a milder govern-' 
ment than the Britilh Colonies; their profperity, 
and the ftrength to which they had attained, were 
inftanced as proofs. The affertion was true ; but 
militated againft thofe who made it. Why did 
dbey force fo rich and powerful a part of the Britilh 
empire to fever itfelf froln the parent ftate, at a 
time when unanimity and good underftanding were 
lb neceffary, to enable this country to face the po-» 
tent ehemies, who were lecretly watching for Op- 
portunities to defpoil it of its power > The nobler 
fabric of Britilh grandeur^ erefted by the wifdom oF 
otir forefathers, and fo long preferved by their pru- 
dence and valour, was on the point of irretrievably 
falling to pieces, by the incapacity, the ralhnefs,- 
the obftinacy of individuals, whom warnings of 
every kind could not adnionilh, nor even reiterated 
^xpertence induce to defift from meafures that were 
evidently pregnant with deftruftion ? 

What could minifters mean by alTurances of 
friendly and pacific fentiments from abroad ? Poor 
politicians muft they be, who depended upon fucl^ 
affurances^ in the bell of times, from thofe quar-» 

ters 
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tcrs whence they now came. Old grudges were 
not fo eafily forgotten ; and this nation had every 
thing to apprehend from thofe to whom it had done 
ih much mifchief in the lad war. Reientment and 
smibition went hand in hand upon this occafion, and 
would not lofe fo fair an opportunity of revenge, as 
that which was opened by this fatal quarrel betwecte 
Great Britain and her Colonies. The preparationsit 
of thofe powers who fpeke fo friendly a language^ 
lircrc no fecret ; their partiality to the Americansi 
fliewed their intentions to this country ; their en- 
couragement to the privateers that were capturing 
the Britilh merchantmen, was a fufBcient earneft of 
the dcfigns that were uppermoft in their councils, ^ 
^d was but a prelud:e to what we were to exped, 
as fooa as circumihinces had brought their plans tOt 
maturity* 

To aik for unanimity, after plunging the nation 
into fuch calamities, was the higheft infult to a fen- 
fible people. Unanimity was the refult of good 
condud: and fuccefs ; but not of imprudence and 
malverfatioii : it implied confidence and efteem ;, 
but who could give them to men who had forfeited 
both; who had cruflied all reafoning by dint of 
numbers, and derided fagacity and forefight itfelf, 
when pointing to the unhappy events it had pre- 
didted ? The affertions of that minority which ad- 
miniftration affeifted to contemn, had been fatally 
too prophetic. The Colonies had refilled; they 
had declared themfelves Independent; they were 
ftcretly, and would foon be openly affifted by our 
enemies : all this had been foretold ; and all this had 
happened : minority would now venture to make 
one more aflfertion, which, was, that America was 
Ipft for ever. ^ 

One method only remained to extricate this coun* 
try from the difficulties wherein it was involved, 
»i to prevent ftill greater. Tliis was, to recat. 

our 
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our armies from America^ and to repeal all the a£ts 
obnoxious to that people* This^ perhaps, mighr 
induce them to a re-union ; but fliould they refulc 
to return any more to a ilate of fubordinadon to 
Britain^ ftiU it were wifer to acknowledge their in* 
dependency, and to unite with them upon a frx^ing 
of parity, than to continue ihedding^ their blood, 
together with our own, to no other purpofe, than 
to latiate a bafe and unprofitable refentment. 

A war with the whole Houfe of Bourbon, and 
perhaps with other powers^ would be the inevitable 
confequence of continuing hoftilides in America^* 
but fuch a war at prefent, would so longer refem- 
ble thofc we had formerly waged with the Princes 
of that family* Powerful as they were at that tiroe^ 
they would flill be much more formidable now 
that the ftrength of America would be thrown into 
their fcale* It was a forrowful, biit a true refle&ion, 
that one half of the Britifh nation, was become ai> 
inftrument in the hands of our natural enemies,: 
with 'which moft effedually to diftrefs the other* 

Impelled by thefe cogent reaHns, it was the duty 
of every man who felt them, to oppofe an addrefii. 
approving of meafures which muft, if perfifted 
in, terminate in calamities, that would give, fuch 
deadly wounds to Britain, as might prove incur-*- 
able, and bring her to fuch a^ ftate of debiKty, as^ 
would, from one of the firft. powers in the world, 
reduce her to hold but a fecondary rank among the 
European nations. 

The addrefs was juftified on the other fide in all 
k% parts, as founded upon equity, prudence, and 
fpirit. Nothing was recommended by it, that tend- 
cil to opprefi^the Americans : no more was to be r#^ 
quired of them than a return to the fame obedience,. 
wl)ich every other Britiih fubjeft was bound to 
pay. Was it, in the mean time, confiftent 'with* 
tbe ^ifdpm> in which this nation lb juftly prided. it v^ 
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^f^ to thtcyw away the fraitB of the iafinitrcar^ 
and expenses it had befioived upon the Colonies^ 
while any hope remaiiiejd of reclaiming them from 
their defe&ioti ? ^0 give them np^ would be to 
tefign the wealth, the ftrehgth> ilnd the import-^ 
ance of Great Britain : they were evidently at 
fiaice in the prefetit contefi : wbre the iffxie of it 
contrary to what was hoped by all well wifters to 
tlieir country, its fall and degradation wchsld be tl]^ 
heceflary confequencei 

It was equally repugnant to that idea of courage^ 
fi) much boafted of in the Britifli nation, to be terri^ 
fted out of their rights by threats^, or by refinance; 
The firft xvas unwdrthy of their nejtice ; and the fe* 
eond it became them to overcome by that valour, 
which had fo long been the dread of their enemies; 
The qucfftion was now, who ihould be mafters of 
America ; whether Britain, that had founded, nur* 
iwed, and proted:ed its Colonies there, during the 
ipace of near two centuries^ fliould ftitl retain them i 
or whether thofe Colonies, now arrived at maturity^ 
fliould fpum at therhand that had raifed them, and 
plunge the dagger into the bofom of their parent 
itate? Would any one that was not sin enthufiaft i«i 
fepubltcan principles^ and an advofcate 6f political 
licentioufiiefs, deny this to be a fair ftatement of the 
queftipn? 

There was a morality in public^ as Well as m 
private tranfaftions^ Nations were bound to dkch 
other by ties of gratitude, no lefs than individtrals ; 
and when they fwerved from their doty, were equal^i 
ly defenring of cenfure. The fre^^nt breach 4>f 
this'doty, did notdiminifli its heitioul^efs : itwal 
indeed becdthe focOmtnola, that i«|^refle£i:ing peo* 
pSethought it hard}? itiiemed n^e, aiid cldmedy 
ss.it were, a ibrt oFttek allotvpfice ftom the g«fie« 
rality of its pradice^ Jittt ftiehi people ought to bt 
ttofedi, t^at neither hj^t t^ prcicriptiofi caxi give a 

Vot: IL No* I J- ^ X fiin^tti 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



3^^ H 1 S t 6 R Y .0 jr *T tt E 

fkidion tor iniquity. The more common' tKe crinfe^ 
the greater the fcandal. Natix>ns ought no more* 
to be! exeijipted from condemRation, when they de<^' 
¥iate frotn re&itude^ than the moft obfcure< indi^ 
vtduals. 

Upon this principle the inhabitants df the Colo-' 
niesf were guilty of great undutifulnefs and ingrati-^ 
tude^ in denying the requeft of their parent ftate^ 
to affift her in the difficulties ibe had incurred ott 
the joint account of both. To fay that the mono- 
poly of their trade was a fufficient compenfation for 
what ihe had done on their behalf, was a fallacious^ 
aflertion : they were a part of the empire, and 
ought, in jufticc, to contribute to the utmoft of 
their abilities to its common eisygencies, as welt 
as this country* But this they moft certainly had 
not done. While preffures of every kind fell upon 
the inhabitants of Britain, thofe of the Colonies en**' 
joyed an cafe and profperity, fuch as no people oil 
earth had ever been recorded to have experienced* 
Severe indigence was the lot of inukitudes m this- 
tfla^d > the poor's rate bore aimple teftimony .of 
what numbers were in want; but the Americajis 
l^ew no dfftreffesi of this kind; they were well 
loufed, well fed, and well clad ; and whocviar warir 
iliduftrioiis, wasjute to lead a comfortable jlife* 

This was an unanfwerable proof, that the peopl^^ 
q£ Britain exerted fhemfelvcs mi*ch more for jthe 
^{invmKm good of the empire, thaft thofe of:her Co-' 
loniesi It was -therefore ^ reafonable . argument^ia 
iiypur of thexkifaands; made by the Britifti kgifla* 
IfiVQ, upon the Colonies. Th^iff .»rrfufaA.iwaS':n<«i 
founiied upon. equitable mtrfit:ea.r The ihtcnilfe-? 
iMjinj^fiml ©puleaacc of whicitithcyi were .poflfeffcd^ 
i^ftuijt^ftcd ifemwfihcgreaterebiltty «a berir .additional 
tiiwes, tJh^irtlir -.coiiipatatiTieHciraumikincesiof indi-j 
tttlu^b'4n;Br5jfejoi *: ...,.: r\\ .o... • : •.; ';o . Ji: r 
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But the feafon for arguing was over; tie Ame^i 
ricans bad bid us defiance^ and were become our ezke« 
mies ; the fword was therefore to decide : it was no\ir 
to be feen, whether we could reduce them to obe« 
.dience by fuperior force* Were this to fail, it would 
be vain to try any other expedient* They were ex- 
perimentally found to be ungovernable but through 
fear. Lenity and forbearance bad been tried to no 
effed ; .and had only prompted them to rife in their 
audacioufnefsy and to aflume the ftile of diftators 
in their correfpondence with government. It had 
been carried on indeed under the title of humble re» 
monftrances and petitions ; but thefe could not con- 
ceal the haughtinefs and obftinacy of their difpo^ 
fitions, nor the determination that was apparent 
through all their pretences of attachment, to render 
Britain fubfervient to their own conveniency, and 
to confult her interefts no further, than they could 
be made conducive to theit own, excluiively of all 
coniiderations of the far heavier weight of burthen* 
and expenccs borne by Britain, for the defence and 
protection of the whole^empire* 

It was yet time to aiTert our national dignity and 
ftpremacy ; we were in full ftrength and vigour ; 
the refources of this couhtry, though they had been 
tried to a great extent, were far from exhauftedi 
They^could not be employed upon a more critical 
and neceffary occafion than the prefent* 

Minifiry had a right to demand unanimity^ and 

to call upon oppofition to defift from thwarting. 

the meaffures that were purfuing againft America* 

Whatever truth had been contained in fome of their 

prediAions, they had erred egregioufly in the prin* 

Cipal .point of the difpute, by denying the intention 

of the Colonies to caft .off the fovereignty of this 

;countryi . It was incumbent upon all good fubjefts, 

.i^er fuch a proofof infincerity, to place no further 

:^cofi£deACc in the . ^^oteftations, of what^ve^r Jcind^ 

.; .. . . ' • '^ X a ■ thac 
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that mif^t come from America* While chey ^n- 
fef nucd to refift on the footing of fubjedts contending 
fbr dictrrightSy. people mig^t be excufed for plead« 
ing in their favour ; but they had now forfeited all 
fight to patronage in this country ; and to efpoufe 
their caufe at prefent, could hardly be confidered 
m any other light than that of d^aifiedion and did- 
loyaity. 

1 It was bafe and iniidious to reprefent the circum'* 
fiances of the nation as deplorable and defporiate. 
Such ideas could only inculcate defpondency, which 
ought not to be admitted at the worft of times : men 
of true fpirit would prefcrve hope in the midft of 
«dv€rfity ; acKl real friends to their coui^y, would 
never encourage defpair ; but the teft of patriottfm 
in thofe who pstronifed the Americans, feemed of 
late to confilk in reprefeating Britsun as at the 
loweil ebb. 

The fuccefies of the tall campaign in America^ 

afforded a well-grounded pro^^dt of fettling a&irs 

Jto our fiiitbfaAion* . A foiritcd profecution of the 

buiinefs in hand, would ipeedily conclude it* None 

fcut enemies to tieir country, would throw any ob- 

itacles in the way of fo def cable an objed, as that 

jof humbling her foes, whether they dwelt iti Eu- 

xope or on the continent of America ; whether they 

were foreign nations, long ufed to rivallhip s^nd en^ 

mity, or a people fprung from the fame origin as 

jourfelves, and emboldened by that ilouriihing fitu* 

^bn in whleh we had placed them, to nudbe the firft 

^eflay of their ftrength upon irhofe from! whom it 

was derived. . . 

- Much was threatened from abroad,af»d great tarcors 
held out, thatoccafion would be taken. from thefe 
►unhappy broils, to da. Glrcat Britain irreparable da^ 
mage, either by fomenting them, .or by attacking 

'us in the abfence of our fleets and armies^ «But the 
prudeposh&f government had fully obvintifd. tiu^ 

— - ^ * obj^jftions- 
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oli^eftidfis*' A fufficient force was preparing tb face 
all dangers at home ; and the profperity of our armsr 
abroad had, it was well known, caft a damp on all 
the partifans of the Americans throughput Europe. 
However well they might wilh them, the moft in- 
veterate of our foes would not venture to engage 
in fo diftant a quarrel, until they faw better figns 
of its iterminating to the advantage of our oppo* 
nents. 

- We were now in the career of vidory ; it would 
betray weaknefs and imbecility to be driven out of 
it by meer apprehenfions. The objedt in purfuit 
was of fuch confequence, that we could not defert 
it either in honour or iotereft. It was the prefer- 
vfttion of thofe poffeffioris^ on which fo great a pro- 
portion of our commerce and our ftrength was 
founded. We Ihould not therefore relinquifh them 
until every effort had been made to retain them :— 
To ad otherwife would juftly fubjeft usxtO the im- 
putation of a heartlefs and pufillanimous people* 
If it were to be our misfortune to lofe thefe valua-' 
ble dominions, (till we ought not to put it in the 
power of our enemies to fay, that we loft them for 
want of courage to defend them. 

What countenance could we bring to a treaty of 
accommodation with the Americans, the very mo- 
ment, as it were, after they had done us thegreateft 
injury they were able ? Had a treaty been advifable 
before, it was no longer practicable at prefent, un- 
Icfs we meant tocondefcend to the loweft degree of 
humiliation*^ But the prefervation pf our honour 
was of more importance than even that of America. 
Admitting that we had afted erroneoufly in our for- 
iner proceedings with the Colonies, their prefent 
behaviour counterbalanced all the grievances of 
which they complained. At all events we had a clear 
iPiffht to make good our claims to the participation 
Cff thofe benefits, theprofpeftof enjoying which, 

X 3 had 
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had induced us, m common with fo ipany other iUl«^ 
tions^ to found colonies in this newly difcover^ 
part of the world, 

The people at large were qow greatly alienated 
from the Americans: however they might pace 
have bpep inclined to favpur them, th^y were full 
of refentment at their late conduct. The declara* 
tion of Independency had entirely altered their opi* 
nion of the Colonifts ; and they were heartily dif* 
pofed to concur in any meafures in order to compel 
them %Q. fubmiffioq. 

With fo many reafpnabje ipotives, to perfift in 
the determination to fe.duce the Colonies tp pbedi* 
cnce, }t was butjuft to approve of an ad^refs that 
^recommended it. The general fenfe of the natipn 
coincided with the opinion of the majority in Par- 
liament upon this occafion : and an unanimity of 
this nature had always been confidered as a proof of 
redlitude in the conduft adopted by miniftry. 

The copclu(|on of thefp debates was, th^t the adr 
drefs was carried in tlie Houfe of I^ords by qipety- 
qne vqtes tp twentyrfix ; and in tjie Houfe of CprQ- 
nions by twq hundred and thirty-two tp eighty/?, 
three. 

Various, in the meap time, v(cxp the fentiments 
and difpqfltions of people relating tp the iituatioa 
of public affairs, Thqugh a majority aflented tp the 
propriety of compulfive meafures in America, yets 
their approl^ation was not given w^th th^it warjnth 
^nd fervour which ufualiy accompanies a declara- 
tion of hoftilitities againft the knpwn and Ipngavow* 
cd enemies pf tMs qquntry. The idea of that objedt* 
for which they were to contend, was npt fufficiently 
powerful f Q awaken mu9h refentiiient, The vaft dif, 
tance of the fcene of aftion, and the remotenefs of 
immediate peril, rendered people lefs attentive to 
ti^p tranfadious that were takjng place, and left . 

alajxne^. 
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tburitaati-.at tbeof colicfeqiie^^thta t^^iriTelkri^^^ 
portance required a rdleding nation td. haW beenJ** 
. Thofc who chieflf-untcreifed themfelvefr in:th# 
bufinefs, werefuch'aa hoped for large eontribotloni 
from* America, to 'all'eviate the public burth^n^ a^ 
home. . Thefe weretlje moft numerous. ThfefSb^*' 
iag a clear and diflinA idea, obtained of courfe^Ke ^ 
tnoll exterifivc influence. Others ^ain were adtu* 
ated by motives of zeal for the glory df^hp natiowj 
which they thought would iuffer a dimhivkfon' by 
yielding in a conteft with its Colonies. There were 
alfo great numbers who profeft themfdves unabie^to 
decide which of the two contenda«w?s, Britain' or 
America, were moft juflifi^ble in their refpedive 
pretcnfions. Thefe obferved a k^nd-of neutrality^ 
and feemed to be totally indifferent about the fuccefs 
of either party. 

Nor ihould it be forgotten, that the fpirit of dif- 
fipation, and the eagernefs in the purf«it-of pleafure 
which had for fome year^ fo ftrongiy cbaradtertfed 
the nation, operated at this period in a marked and 
ftriking manner. So violent was this propenfity, 
ijti^t nothing but amufement was allowed of in com- 
pany, among many of the politeft claffes ; and that 
politics efpecially were excluded from all genteel 
^onverfation. 

Among perfoi;is of this defcription it was univer- 
sally remarked, that a paffive acquiefcence in the 
views and meafures of adminiftration, was thereign- 
iiig maxim. . But as it arofe from no other motive 
than the fear of being interrupted in their favourite 
purfuitsby party difquifitions, they feemed in ge- 
neral to be little affeded by the good or ill fortune 
of either fide. 

That divifion of the people which efpoufcd the 
x:aufe of the Americans, was incomparably more 
animated than any other. They had from th^ be- 
ginning of the cpnteft acquired this charafter, and 
■ ' X 4 * ' they 
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they condnued to mtferve it* They dceadcdthe 
iwctU of mimilerialmeafures in America, from ai| 
tpprehonfion cf the danger that would refult froo; 
k to the liberties pf thi» country* In this perfua- 
fipp^ they were Indefatigable in reprefenting erery 
what the neceffity of putting an end to the difpute^ 
iThey confidered it as ruinous in every ihape : iMul4 
the Britiih arms prevail^ though this might redound 
10 the refutation of Britain^ it would eventually^ 
by a ch^n of paufes not difficult to unfold, occa* 
fion^ in all likelihood^ the lofs of freedom. Shouki 
America, on the contrary, be fuccefsful, the dig* 
nity of Britaaii would be hurt, an^i its luftre tarr 
niihed among the nations. The dilemma was 
equally perj^lexing either way, and the only expe- 
dient to avoid it, was a reconciliation with Amerita^ 
founded Upon terms of reciprocal tquality, before, 
the operations of war had aecided the fupericwrity 
in the field. Such were the fentiments^ an(l wifhes^ 
pf a confiderabl; part of the nation. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

f^rUmmt^ ^ranfi£Hons relating fq jf^^ricA, 
?7^6— 1777, 

SHORTLY after t^e meeting of Parliament^ 
a motion was ma^e in the Houfe of Commons 
by Lord John Cavei^diih, for a revifal of all thofe 
afts by whiqh the Colqi^^es (thought themfelves ag* 
grieved. 

The reafon he alledged for making this motion 
was^ that fuch a revifal wquld come very efiedhially 
in aid of the proclamation iifu^dby the commiffion^ 
ers in America, by which the peqple in the Colonies 
were given to underftand, that the Crown woul^ 
concur in fuch a meafure. 

It was neceffary, he obferved, that Parliament 
ihould as (peedily as poffible con^fii) this declara* 
tion. Whatever propofals were made to the Ame- 
ricans on the part of adminiftration, thpy would 
not be credited without this additional fanAion. It 
would remove all miftruft, and eftabiiih that confi- 
dence, without which no negociation could proceed. 
If it was therefore ferioufly meant to fulfill the pur- 
pofes of the declaration, miniftry ought chearf uUy 
to concur in this motion. 

It was however oppofed with great warmth. — 
The arguments alledged againft it were, that to 
take up fuch a difcuffion at the prefent, might em- 
barafs the commifiioners, and impede a negociatioi> 
that was perhaps commenced, and already in feme 
forwardnefs. . If they had begun, they ought to be 
left to conclude it. Being on the fpot, they were 
beft judges how to con4uft a treaty with the Colo- 

nifts. 
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nifts, and what conceffions might be granted or 
withheld. 

In the fequel of the debate. occifioned by this mo» 
tion, it was aflerted by miniftry, that until the Con- 
greii had refcinded the declaration of indepeo^CDCy^ 
no. treaty could be entered into with America. 

Such an alTertioo was violently cenfured by op- 
pofition. It was no lefs than a denunciation of war, 
and all its calamities, unkfs the ^ Americas impliT 
eitly adpiitted the priQci|>al point now in litigation;^ 
without any preliminary ilipulatioo. 

The moll haughty and arbitrary Princes had coq-.^ 
defcended to treat with their revolted fubjefts, not* 
wkhftanding they had renounced their allegiance, 
Philip the Second of Spain, treated with the peo- 
ple of the Seven United Provinces of the >Iether- 
knds, after they had abjured his authority, and 
declared them felves independent : he was not above 
making propofals to them, and promifing to rcftorc 
them to all their rights. 

Inftances of the fame kind might be .^duced 
from all hillories : our own afforded enough to 
Ihaw the impropriety and rafhnefs of fuch an affer- 
tion, which was utterly inconfifttnt with found po- 
licy, and tended t& prodijcc the moft fatal confe- 
quen.ces^ 

Other reafonings were alfo adduced in fupport of 
the motion ; but k was neverthelefs rejedcd by a. 
majority of one hundred and nii^e, to forty-feven. 

This rejection exafi>erated the minority xp a vio- 
lent dicgrpe^ They now feemed to have formed $ 
determination to drop entirely the cppteft with mir 
nitlry upon all queflions rejatipg to .America^ They 
avowedly withdrew whenever any were propofed^ 
and from this period left the Houfe to the full and 
wndifturbed poffeffion of the majority. 

In order to juftify this feceffion, it was alledged 
tji.at an attendance in the Houfe upon thefq matters, 

wa% 
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TvasmeffeAualand nugatory; the weight of fixim^ 
bers was irrefiftible, and baffled all arguments. It 
was a degrading office always to contend with a cer- 
tainty of being defeated. Difcuffion was vain where 
people^s votes were pre-determined. There was a 
time when reafoning was liftened to, and had its due 
influence; but as experience had ihown that tima 
was no more, it was wifer to acquiefce in filen;:c, 
than to undergo the fatigue of a fruitlefs oppoiition. 
They had for years laboured to convince their op 
, ponents of the dangers into which they were aboiat 
to. precipitate this country ; but finding it impolfi* 
ble to ftem the torrent of a deluded multitude, they 
would defift for the prefent, and "wait with patience 
until the phrenzy pf the day had fubfided, and peo- 
ple were brought to -a cool confideration of things^ 
either through their own timely refleftion, or the 
convi&ion enforced ypon them by difagreeabic 
events* 

ITie feafon was not yet come for the nation to be 
undeceived. It was the intereft of fo many to con* 
tinue the deception, that it would laft till an accu*^ 
mulation of calamities had opprelTed the public to 
fuch a degree, as to be felt by all degrees. Until 
then, individuals feemed too generally dilpofed tQ 
fubmit to minifterial influence, and to grafp at thofe 
benefits which were* held out to thofe who could fur* 
ther the defigns of men in power. The times were 
{(f degenerate, that no man could have an opinio^ 
of his own with fafety to his intereft or pretenfions 
in public affairs. The venality fo much complainii 
cd of in former days, was an objedt of no confidera- 
tioni when compared to its prefent increafe. It was 
then temporary and occafional, but it was now rcr 
fUiced into fyftem; it prevaded all ranks and pro* 
feffions. Means were found to make theqi all lub^ 
fervient to the purpofes of miniftry ; fuch amazing 
p^imbets were $ene^te4 by their mc^ures, thattill 

defeats. 
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defeats, ♦difappointmentS| and loffes of every klnd^- 
had dibbled them from purfuing their fchenies any 
longer/they were fure of a ready fupport from thol'e 
whom they employed in their execution^ 

Fpr thefe reafons, minority judged it neceflary ta 
refufe their prefence to tranfac^ions which they difr 
approved, and could not hinder. They would re-r. 
ferve themfelves for a more probable opportunity of 
being able to do fervice to their country, Whai 
they perceived that adverfity had, as ufu^l, opened' 
the eyes of men, they woujd then come forth again^^ 
and endeavour, if poffible, to remedy the evils 
which it was not now in their power to prevent.--? 
Such was the apology iqade by ^he minority for 
their feceffion* 

The ftrength of miniftry ws^s now becooie fo de^* 
cifive, that whatever was propofed, was immedi* 
ately approved of, 'and carried without any pppo-- 
fitionor debate. Never had thofe at the helm met. 
with more accord and acquiefcence in tk^ t^oA fucr 
cefsful a^ras. 

The number of feamen was now i^creafed to forty-* 
five thoufand for the enfuing year ; and the expence 
of the navy amounted to four milliqns two hundred 
and ten thoufand pounds, including the ordinary, 
the building and repairing of ihips, and a millioi| 
that was voted to difcharge the debt of thenavy* 

The expences of the land feryice were not lefk 
enormous : their amount was near three millions, 
excl\^iive of the extraqrdinaries of the preceding 
year, which exceeded twelve hundred thoufand 
pounds, befides new contrafts for additional troops 
from Germany, together with the half-pay lift, and 
the pcnfioners of Chelfea. 

A bill was alfo pafied for granting cdmmiffionSi ' 
to fit out private fliips againft the Americans. This 
was followed by ^oth^r to empower, the Crown to. 
fccure fuch perfons as were a.ccufc49 or fufpedtcd- 
, of 
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of high trcafon, committed cither in America or at 
fca. By ihe provifions of this bill, they were liable 
to be detained ia cuftody without bail ortriaV, while 
the law continued in force : it was referved to th« 
Privy Council only to admit them to either. 
' This bill, however, did not pafs without oppo- 
iition and fevere animadverfion* It was contended 
that no legitimate or obvious reafon fubfifted for 
invefting the Crown with fo unufual a power.—* 
There was no rebellion, either exifting or appre« 
liended, in any part of Britain or of Irelaml. Sucli 
on extraordinary meafure could only be tolerated in 
cafes of great domeftic danger, when the Tcalm or 
ponftitution were immediately threatened ; bot nei- 
ther of thefe could be pleaded in the prefent in- 
ftancc. The coercive meafures already taken againft 
tile Americans, were amply fufficient, without any 
further addition ; and the fafety of the kingdom 
was amply provided for by the vaft force, by feaand 
land now m commiffion, and the readiiiefs with 
which a. now well regulated militia could be called 
forth* 

/ The operations of this bill were of an alarming 
nature. It would augment, the animofity of the 
. Americans, and excite them to retaliate, by adopt- 
4ttg' meafures of the like nature. Thii would em- 
bitter the minds of both parties, already exafpera- 
ted in a Kigh degree. It would increafe the rage 
with which hoftiiities were exercifed, and render 
men implacable on either fide. « 

A variety of other arguments were alledged againft 
the bill, the tendency of which was to fliow the 
xianger arifing from it to the liberty of the fubjed. 

The reply of miniftry was, that all diefe allega- 
tions wdre the effedt of groundiefs difcont^nt, and of 
:a determinatiqin to oppoie every meafure:4>f gdvernv 
•ment, however prudent^u^ weW-founded. , ' The end 
^f the bill coukl evidently- bfi no other than to fei^e- 
"• . ^ : and 
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it was open and direft bribery ; it give smtuArf aft. 
(Opportunity of purchafing totes in diat Hbufe to 
an alarmiitg extent ; as every time a nesr contract 
became neceflary^ the great profiu reliiltsng from 
it, excited the avidity of new competitors, aadiaid 
them open to miAtfterial influenGt ih a manlier 

Sualiy undeniable and fcandalOus^ This was iMe^ 
the cbofequences o^the American war, and none 
0f the leaft pernicious^ as it had created a new fund 
wherewith t6 corrupt the re^efentatives Of the 
people. \ ^ 

But eXclufive of this evil, it prodticed ahothef 
no lefs detrimental in Its cffeds to tbe^pecutiiary in* 
tereft ttf the public, tnan detrimental to its morals^ 
It not only fiibjefted the member thus bribed t4>the 
minifter*s command^ but it reciprocally laid th^ 
minifter himielf under the neceffitv of conniving at 
the malverfation of the peribn wnofe adherence to 
his meafures he had purchafed. What was this but 
n mutual toleration of iniquity on both fides ? the 
more ofTeniive, as it was carried on in the face of 
day, and in defiance, as it were, of that integrity^ 
which ought, at leaft, to fubfift in appearance, if 
not in reality, amone individuals who pretended to 
claim the refpeft and efteem of their conftituents^ 
as well as their obedience* 

To this it was replied, that no particular prefer- 
ence had been give* to any member of that Houfe 
merely upon that account, in the making of con^ 
tracts* Agreements of this nature had invariably 
been made with perfons whoTe line of life rendered 
them moft proper to be trufted with the bufinefs 
affigned to them, and moft likely to fulfil tlieir ob- 
ligations* As the wifdom of the nation had judged 
fit to admit men of mercantile cducatioo and bufi« 
nefs into that houfe, there could be no impropriety 
in applying to them in fuch cafe^;, as foon as to any 
others. Their probity was not the Idk from thetf 

having 
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d (eat lA Plrliament; and they werd as mueh entl* 
tied to benefit by their profeffion as other indivi- 
duals* 

Every eotitradt had been conducfted with as much 
Cautidti and oeconomy on the fide of government, 
as was compatible with the diligence and exertions 
^Xaifted from thofe who were employed. The moll 
advantageous terms had been infilled upon, and ob- 
tained, th^t could poflSbly be devifed or expedled. 
Every individual's circumftances had been duly 
Vireighed, and* his refponfibility and charadler duly 
afcertained, previous to his being truftfed. If any 
deficiencies had happened, they were owing to un- 
avoidable accidents, and tp fuch fortuitous caufes 
as could neither be forefeen nor obviated in the or- 
dinary cotirfe of things. 

It was equally unjufl: and abfurd, td charge the 
cmpl6yihg of members of Parliament in the quality 
of contradlors,' to the neceflity of procuring abet- 
tors of thfe American war. Miniftry was fnpported 
by a majority that needed no allurements of that 
fort to preferve its fuperiority over oppofition. The 
number of thofe who approved of that meafure, ex- 
clufive of thofe gentlemen who were poflreffed'of 
contrafts, was fufficient to conftitute an mcompara- 
ble majority. Had even thofe gentlemen, inffiead 
of adhering to government, formed a part of the 
minority, they were fo fewj that little fl:rength would 
have accrued from their addition to it. But it was' 
now become the maxim of oppofition to attribute 
whatever was unfortunate or blameable, to the 
plans that did not coincide with their opinions.— 
But whatever epithets they might affix to the con- 
du(ft of miniftry, fuch as were difcreet and circum* 
fpeft in delivering their judgment, would fufpend 
it, tin events more conclufive than thofe to which 
minodty Were fo often appealing, had decided 
whofe conduft was tnoft deferving of approbation^ 
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This debate on contrads, and contradors, ended 
for a while the Parliamentary difcuffions relating to 
America. It was not till towards the clofe of the 
feffion, that an effort was again attempted to bring 
about a reconciliation between Great Britain and her 
Colonies. 

His advanced age^ and infirm date of healthy had 
of late prevented the Earl of Chatham from taking 
an a&ive part in the difputes that were agitating 
"both Houfes of Parliament. He viewed with an 
unfeigned concern, the dangers that threatened a 
kingdom, the councils of which he had once diredt- 
ed with fo much fuccefs and glory. He determi- 
ned again to come forth from his retreat, and en- 
deavour, weak and debilitated as he was, to influ- 
ence by the powers of his eloquence, and the flill 
greater weight of his character, the contending 
parties to drop their animofity, and liften to terms 
of accommodation. The failure of his former at- 
tempts did not difcourage him ; though he knew, 
experimentally, the obftrudtions that he ftiould 
have to contend with, yet the firmnefs of his difpo- 
fition was proof againft them all. 

He repaired to the Houfe of Lords on the thir- 
tieth of May, and in the ftrongeft and moft 

'^'* pathetic terms, moved for an addrefs to the 
Throne, to reprefent the deep regret and forrow 
with which they^ beheld the diftraded fituation of 
the once flourilhing and triumphant empire of Bri- 
tain, but now menaced with impending ruin, from 
the continuation of the unnatural war with her Co- 
lonies ; to advife that fpeedy and effecftual meafures 
Ihould be taken for putting a flop to fuch fatal hof- 
tilitics, upon the only juft and folid foundation, a 
removal of grievances, and to fignify their readi- 
nefs and defire to concur in that neceffary work with 
all chvarfulnefs and difpatch, as the only means of 
regain*ng the afTeaions of the Britifli Colonies, and 
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.fttfuring to Great Britain the commercial advanta-* 
ges of thofe valuable poffeffions. To heal and to 
redrefs, woul^ be more confident with the dignity 
and majefty of the Royal charafter^ and more pre- 
valent over the minds of a fr^e people, than the ri- 
gour of chaftifement, and the hortors of war, which 
hitherto had only ferved to iharpen the rcfentment,^ 
and confolidate the union of the Colonifts againft'the 
Britifh nation, and if continued, niuft end in a total 
and finai diflblution of all ties between them. 

He then entered into ah explanation of the intent 
of his motion, which was to repeal all the obnoxi- 
ous afts relating to America, pafTed liftce the laft 
peace, and to confirm to them efpecially the right 
of difpofing of their own money. This, he faid^ 
was coming to the point fpecifically ; fuch an ex- 
plicit conceflSion was a herald of peace, and would 
open the way for treating. Though much would 
remain to be fettled, yet a preliminary of this kind 
would be fuch an eSirneft of the fincerity and good 
difpofition of Parliament, as would remove the 
principal impediments to an accommodation, and 
accelerate the cdncluflon of it without further re- 
pugnance or difficulty* 

He infifted with great earneftnefs> upon the ne- 
cefSty of adopting the meafure he propofed with- 
out delay* The prefent fituation of Great Britain 
expofed her to the moft imiiiinent^ danger from the 
Houfe of Bourbon i a few weeks might decide out 
.fate as a nation; a treaty between France and the 
Americans would be that final decifion ; we Ihould 
not only lofe the immenfe advantages which we had 
derived from the vaft and increafing trade of our 
Colonies, but that commerce, and all thofe advan- 
tages, would be thrown into the hands of our natu- 
ral and hereditary enemies. 

After dating feveral particulars to flio\V the im- 

ptafticability of reducing America by force of arms, 
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and the pernicious confequences of fuch a conqucfl:, 
were it pradticable ; and defcribing the difficulties 
' and diftrefles which had been brought upon the pub- 
lic, by engaging in hoftilities, he concluded by 
faying, that ** America was ccwitending with Great 
Britain under the malked battery of France, which 
would open upon this country as foon as Ihe per* 
ceived that we were fufficiently weakened for her 
purpofe, and found herfelf duly prepared for war." 

Lord Chatham's motion was feconded witji much 
eloquence and energy by feveral of the other Lords 
in the oppofition. It was no lefs vigoroufly refifted 
by thofe on the fide of adminiftration. The princi- 
pal argument they employed., was, that Americax 
from the commencement of the difpute, had taken 
av fettled. refolution to conclude it by a total renun- 
ciation of this country's authority. It was a defign 
long premeditated. If the prefent caufes of alterca- 
tion had not arifen, other pretexts would have been 
found to quarrel with Great Britain* There was no 
reafon to doubt they had been excited to aft in the 
manner they had done, by the enemies of this na- 
tion, with a view to embroil and keep us occupied 
. at home, while they were left at leifure to purfue 
their fchemcs without moleftatlon on our part. 

Such a determination in the Colonifts being once 
admitted, as it was certainly apparent from every 
circumftance attending the conteft, it would be no 
lefs unavailing than unworthy of the charadter of a 
magnanimous people, to make concefEons that 
would only produce further demands. But it was 
nugatory at prefent to be making any proffers ; none 
would be accepted, until the arms of Britain had 
humbled their pride : that was the moft effedual 
preliminary to a peace ; until the Colonies were 
convinced that they flioukl not be able to make good 
their independency, they would maintain it. No- 
thing, therefore, ought to divert the attention of 

Britain 
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Britain from the meafures Ihe had embraced : to 
them alone Ihe mull now truft, for a recovery of the 
Colonies ; and the only queftion at this day was, 
whether the ftrength pf Britain was adequate to the 
end propofed : the perfuafion being for the affirma- 
tive, Ihe could not confiftently with her dignity, 
any more than with her intereft, avoid making a 
trial. She was called out to the field, and could 
not refufe coming forth, without fufFeringdifgrace, 
and lofing her reputation, which was the greateft of 
alllofles. 

Whatever dangers might hereafter arife in the 
courfe of this quarrd, it ftill behoved us to proceed 
with what we had begun. Dangers w^re the conco- 
mitants of all fpirited proceedings : It was the know- 
ledge of, and the determination to face them, 
wherein true fpirit confilled. We were engaged, 
it was true, in a perilous conteft ; but it was now 
fafer to go forwards than to recede : by the firft, 
we flood a chance of fucceeding ; but by the fecond 
we tamely gave up every thing; which was a be- 
haviour that would defervedly fubjefl: us to con- 
tempr, and expofe us to greater infults and dangers 
than thofe we were Ihrinking from through ill-timed 
caution, or rather through a fruitlefe pufilanimity. 

Various other arguments were urged on either 
fide ; when, after an animated and interefting de? 
bate, the queftion being put. Lord Chatham's mo- 
tion was rejefted upon a divifion, by a majority of 
ninetyrnine to twenty-eight. This concluded all 
debatesi relating to the affairs of America, during 
the prefent feffions. 
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CHAP. XXVL 

Military operations in America^ 
1777. 

ON the opening of the fpring, the Britifli 
troops in America began to entertain hopes 
of profecuting their operations with more fuccefs, 
as they certainly would with lefs hardships and fuf- 
fering than they had endi^red during the winter, 
when the rigour of the climate combated againft 
them, and was an effeiftual impedinient tp all at- 
tempts upon the enemy. 

Thp perfecution, tp which the well effedted to 
the Britifli gpvernment had been fubjefted through- 
out the Colonies, had compelled great numbers to fly 
for refuge to the army at New York. They con- 
iifted not only of Americans, but of thofe natives 
pf Britain and Ireland who had fettled in that con- 
tinent previous tp the prefent troubles, and whofe 
attachment tp their couqtry would not permit therp. 
to yield obedience tp the Cpngr^fs. 

In order to render thpn> as v]feful as poffible, at 
a time when no refpurce was to be neglefted, fucji 
of them as were inclined tp bear arms, rnet with 
every fuitable encouragement. They contributed to 
recruit tlipfe regiments which wanted their comple- 
ment ; and a very confiderable corps was formed, 
pf them ; which gradually augmented to fome thou- 
fands : they were officered by thofe gentlemen whp 
had been obliged tp abandon their homes and pro- 
.perty, for tjieir adherence to the caufe of Britain. 

They were placed upon the fame footing as the 
troops on the Britifli eitabUfliment ; they were paid, 
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jclad, and fubfifted, and received every other ad- 
vantage to which the others were entitled. Seve- 
ral good purpofes were anfwered by this meafure i 
it relieved from diftrefs fuch as were entitled to ex- 
pe& affiftance. Inftead of an incumbrance, they 
became ferviceable in the caufe for which they had 
fuffered ; it opened a profpedt of deriving further 
aid to it from the additional numbers, whom the 
^utrageoufnefs of party would expel from the diff- 
i'erent Colonies ; and it pointed out a place where 
thofe who were defirous of obtaining revenge for 
the ill treatment they had received, would be duly 
encouraged, and amply furnilhed with the means of 
feeking it. 

Thefe people being thus embodied, were put 
under the command of Governor Tryon, in quality 
of General of the King's Provincial troops, by whom 
they were fo well difciplined, and exercifed with fo 
much induftry and diligence, that they became in a 
Ihort time of the higheft utility. They replaced 
the regulars in all the pofts that required to be 
guarded, and acquitted themfelves completely in 
all the duties of a garrifon, though 'they were not 
yet fufEciently experienced to be brought into the 
field. This was the firft meafure of importance, 
adopted previous to the fubfequent campaign by 
General, now Sir William Howe ; who had lately 
been decorated with the order of the Bath, for his 
fervjces during the laft campaign. 

The Americans had, during the winter, erefted 
mills, and collected large magazines, in a moun- 
tainous part of the Province of New York, called 
Courtland Manor. Its proximity to the prcfent 
feat of war, added to the natural ftrength of its 
fituation, rendered it very convenient for that pur- 

Sofe. As it lay on theeaftern borders of the North 
aver, it commanded an eafy communication on 
both fides. Immenfe quantities of provifions and 
Y 4 (lores 
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ftores had been depofited thcre^ as a place of the 
greateft fafety, and which a very little defence could 
irender laacceifible. 

Peck*s Kill, a place on the North River, ^t about 
fifty miles diftance from New York, was the prin- 
cipal poft of communication between the American 
army and its magazines. A plan was formed to fur- 
prize this place ; by which an entrance might be 
lecured to the upper country, and their depofits 
feized or deftroyed. This was the only method of 
coming at them ; an open attack was impracticable 
from tne difficulty oF the ground, and the facility 
with which the enemy could have removed them 
had they perceived fuch a deiign. 

Colonel Bird, a bold and adtive officer, was placed 

March 23, at the head of this expedition. He 
1777- embarked with about five hundred 
men \inder the proteftion of a frigate and fomc 
armed veffels. On the difcovery of his approach, 
the enemy not thinking the place they were in te- 
nable againft his force, and feeing from the quick- 
nefs of his motions that nothing could be moved 
off, retreated to a ftrong pafs, two miles diftant, 
after fetting fire to the buildings, where the ftores 
and provifions had been laid up in readinefs to be 
conveyed to their army. 

The troops landed without opf ofition j but 
found, upon reconnoitring the enemy, that the pafs 
he had feized, commanded the entrance into the 
mountains fq effeftually, that it could not poffibly 
be forced. They returned to their veiTels, after 
deftroying all that was on fliore, as well as a num- 
ber of boats belonging to the Provincials, that had 
beenjuft laden with provifions, and \yere on the 
point of departure pn their arrival. 

As the quantity of ftores deftroyed at Peek's 
Kill was not fo confiderable as it was expeded they 
would have been found, further attempts were pro- 
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je£ted to penetrate into thofe parts where they were 
depofited. Intelligence was brought that large 
quantities were laid up at Danbury, and other 
towns and villages in the Province of Connedicut^ 
bordering uporj Courtland Manor, 

Another expedition was hereupon propofed for 
the purpofe of deftroying them, the command of 
which was giv^n to Governor Tryon, whofe afti- 
vity and diligence had been chiefly inftrumental in 
procuring the intelligence, He was affifted on this 
occafion by General Agnew, and Sir William Erf- 
kine, two braye and expert officers, and a body of 
two thoufand men were appointed to this fervice. 

They embarked at New York, and croffing the 
Sound between Long Ifland and Conriedlicut, tjiey 
landed at Norwalk, a place in that Province twenty 
miles from Danbury, the objedtof their deftination. 
As that part of the country had no fufpicionof any 
attack, it was wholly unprepared for defence, and 
the troops received no moleftation in their march to 
Danbury, where they arrived on the twenty-fixth 
of April. But they had pot been there many hours, 
before they were apprized that numbers of the Pro- 
vincials were gathering on every fide, and that they 
would Ihortly be furrounded if they made any flay. 
This rendered it neceflary to ufe the utmoft.difpatch 
in the execution of their intent. They accordingly 
fet fire to the ftore-houfes and magazines. Unhap- 
pily they, could not prevent the flames from com- 
municating to the town of Danbury, which was 
entirely gonfumed, 

After performing this fervice, they fet out next 
morning for Ridgefield, in the midway between Dan- 
bury and the place where their fliipping lay : but the 
enemy did not fufFer theni to retreat unmolefted. 
Generals Woofter, Arnold, and Silliman, happened 
to be in the neighbourhood. Upon intelligence of 
a party of Britilh troops being landed, they exerted 
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themfelvcs with fo much diligence, that a confider- 
able body of the militia and Minute-men were col- 
lefted in a few hours. At the head of thefe they 
determined to throw themfelves in the way of the 
Britifli troops, and interrupt their march, till fuf- 
ficient reinforcements arrived to cut oiF their re- 
treat. 

In order to effeft this defign. General Woofter 
followed them clofe in their rear, haraffing and ob- 
liging them frequently to face about to repel him. 
General Arnold, propofed, on the other hand, to 
poft himfelf at Ridgefield, through which the Bri- 
tifli party was obliged to pafs, intending here to 
make a vigorous ftand, till further affiftanpe could 
arrive. To this purpofe he marched acrofs the coun- 
try with all fpeed, and reached the town of Ridge- 
field before the Britifh troops could come up with 
him. 

In the mean time the Provincials under General 
Woofter preffed them on every fide, making the 
moft of every advantageous pofition they could 
fcize, and difputing the ground upon every oppor- 
tunity. In this manner they greatly retarded the 
march of the Britilh troops, and obliged them to 
proceed with the utmoft regularity and circum- 
fpedtion. Notwithftanding they were guarded on 
each of their flanks, as well as in their rear, with 
field pieces, that did no fmall execution, yet the 
Provincials continued to gall them with their^muf-r^ 
ketry without cefTation. . 

Arriving at Ridgefield, they found a new enepiy 
to encounter. General Arnold had lb well improv- 
ed the fliort fpace of time fince he had taken poffef- 
fion of the ground, which was not a full hour, as 
to have thrown up fome works, behind which his 
men w?r« ^dvantageoufly pofted, and made a heavy 
fire on the Britilh troops as they were advancing ; 
but they wer^ attacked with fuclj vigour, that they 
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'^ave way on all fides ; not, however, till after mak* 
ipg a refolute defence. General >Wnold behaved oa 
this occafion with remarkable intrepidity : his horfc ' 
was ihot under him, and a grenadier was coming 
up to pierce him with his bayonet, as he lay on 
the ground ; but he recovered himfelt with great 
agility, and Ihot the grenadier dead upon his ap- 
proach. 

The Britifti troops having made themfelves maf- 
ters of Ridgefield, halted there in the night, and 
refumed their march next morning. But the enemy 
was now ftrongly reinforced ; and had feized every 
fpot of ground on the road, that could be difpuced 
with advantage. The whole day was fpent by the 
Royalifts in forging their way through a number of 
difficulties. It was evening before they reached a 
rifing ground within gun-lhot of their Ihipping. 
Here they formed in order of battle, and on the 
enemy's preparing to renew their attack, they 
charged them with their bayonets fo fuddenly, and 
with fo much fury, that they were entirely broken, 
and obliged to retire at a diftance in order to recover 
themfelves. This gave an opportunity to the troops 
of reimbarking without further hindrance. 

It was time to provide for their fafety by retreat- 
ing : their ammunition was totally expended; it 
confiftgd pf fixty rounds a man on their fetting out ; 
from whence may be inferred the warmth and ac- 
tivity pf th^ fervice they were employed upon. 
The lofs on their fid^ in killed and wpunded did not 
exceed one hundred and feventy ; but that of the 
Provincials was much greater. Their principal 
Ipfs was that of General Woofter, a brave and ex- 
perienced old officer. He had fefved in the lafl: 
and preceding wars, and had fignalized himfelf on 
feveral pcgj^fions, He behaved upon this with ex-r 
traordinary valour. Though in his feventieth year, 
he afte4 with all the fire of youth, and headed 
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every charge that was made upon the Britiih rear, till 
he was mortally wounded. Several other perfons of 
rote among the Provincials fell on this day. The 
tiumber of gentlemen that ferved as volunteers 
among them on this emergency, was very confider- 
able ; and they exerted themfelves with the more 
zeal and bravery, as many of the militia were new 
levies, who had feen little or no fervice, and re- 
quired their example to encourage them. 

In return for this incurfion into Connedicut, the 
people of that Province projeded an attempt upon 
a poft on Long Ifland, where a quantity of provifions 
had been colledted for the ufe of the Royal army. 
This was Sagg Harbour, lying at the eaftern extre- 
mity of Long Ifland. Its diftance from New York, 
and the fmallnefs of the force ftationed there, in- 
duced the Provincials to form the defign of furpriz- 
ing it, and deftroyipg the ftores, by way of coun- 
terbalancing the damage that bad been done them 
at Peek's Kill and Danbury. 

The pcrfon pitched upon to cbndud: this en- ' 
terprize, was Colonel Meigs, an aftive and dar- 
ing officer. He was one of General Arnold's prin- 
cipal companions in his memorable expedition to 
Canada, and in his attack upon the city of Que- 
bec, when General Montgomery was flain. He 

May 23, embarked with a chofen party of refo- 

1777' lute men, about one hundred and fifty 
in number ; and eluding the vigilance of the many 
armed veffels that cruized in the Sound, he landed 
withirx four miles of Sagg Harbour, Its guard 
confifted only of a company of foot, and an armed 
fchooner. He came upon them unawares, before . 
break of day, and attacked them fo vigoroufly, that 
though they made aftout refiftance, he overpower- 
ed, and took them prifpners ; deftroying at the fame 
time, all that could be found on Ihore, together 
with the craft that Jay in the harbour,^ notwithftand- 
2 ing 
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kig a fevere and continual fire from the fckooner, 
that lay within lefs than two hundred yards diftance. 

What rendered this expedition the more remark- 
able, was the aftonilhing fpeed with which it was 
performed. It was begun and ended in lefs than 
thirty hours, computing from the time the party 
embarked at, to that when they returned to Guil- 
ford in Connedticut ; having^ it is faid, in that Ihort 
fpace, meafured about ninety miles by land and 
water. The diligence apd courage difplj^yed by 
Colonel Meigs, gained him uncommon applaufe, 
and fliewed that he had not, yvithout reafon, been 
feledted by GFenefal Arnold^ to accompany him in 
the moft arduous of the attempts he had fofmed* 
' The fpring was now far advanced ; but the Bri- 
tifli army was prevented from taking the field 
through want of tents and other articles for en- 
camping. The neceffity, however, of watching 
the motions of the enemy, induced Lord Cornwal- 
lis to draw the troops that had wintered at Brunf- 
wick, out of their cantonments : He formed a 
camp with the old tents, on the high grounds com- 
manding the communication alongithe River Rari- 
ton to Amboy, where General Vaughan did the 
fame with the divifion under Jiis command. 

This deficiency of camp equipage proved .of the 
moft material cpnfequence to General Waihington, 
by affording him leifure to make due preparations 
for the enfulng campaign. He had, during the 
winter, carried on his operations with the bell men 
that could be feledied from the militia of the fe- 
veral Colonies ; but the major part returned home 
on the commencement of fpring, which happened 
to be the term at which their obligation to ferve had 
expired. The dread of experiencing the fame dif- 
ficulties in which he had been involved at the lat- 
ter end of the preceding campaign, by the diffolu- 
tion of the Provincial army, rendered him extreme- 
ly anxious to keep them together, till . reinforce- 
ments 
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ments could arrive to fupply their places, tiut be 
could only prevail on a moderate number to re- 
main* Some were influenced not to abandon him. 
by the reprefentations of their ofEcers, how ungene-- 
reus it would be to defert the common caufe at fo cri- 
tical a time ; but the major part were held by their 
attachment to his perfon ; which was in general a 
motive of great efficacy among his countrymen, and 
proved in various inftances a circumftance of the 
higheft utility to his party. On this occafion it abfo- 
lutely prevented the troops he. had from dilbanding* 

By thefe means he was enabled to preferve the ap- 
pearance of an army ; but his real ftrength was fo 
Imail, that had it been poflible to take the field, he 
c6u\d not have maintained his ground. Thus, from 
whatever caufe it proceeded, the delay in fending 
out tents and the other appurtenances of that na* 
ture, was one of the moft unfortunate accidents that 
befel the Britiih army in the prefent year ; as it en* 
tirely difabled it from commencing its operations^ 
while General Walhington was utterly unable to 
oppofe them. 

The new method adopted by Cpngrefs, In order 
to recruit their army, and keep it on a permanent 
footing, did not fucceed fo well as it had been ex- 
pcfted. The length of time for which it was pro* 
pofed to enlift, did not coincide with the views of ^ 
people, who thought that every man ought in his 
turn perfonally to ftand forth in defence of his coun- 
try. Such a fyftem they confidered as both equita* 
ble and not burthenfome; and did not fccm willing 
to encourage any other. The enliftments went on 
llowly ; few cared to engage for the whole duration 
of the war; and even three years appeared a long ^ 
term to be abfent from their bufinefs and families* 
Hence, nocwithftanding the great encouragement 
given by the Congrefs, the numbers raifed in each 
Colony fell much lliort of the proportion at which 
it bad been rated. 
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In the mean time, the exigency \yas fo preffing, 
that every method was neceffarily ufed to remedy 
thefe deficiencies* It was propofed to make drafts 
from the militia to fill up the regiments ; but thofe 
who reflefted on the temper and notions of the peo- 
ple at large, reprcfented this as a dangerous expe* 
dient, and unfit to be tried unlefs in the greateft 
extremity. It would be confidered as a breach of 
the public faith with individuals, and might lead 
them to withdraw their confidence from their rulers, 
the confequences of which would be fatal. In order 
to avoid thefe difficulties, permiffion was given to 
raife recruits among thofe multitudes of Irifli emi- 
grants, employed in the feveral Colonies in the ca« 
pacity of indented fervants. By this raeafure, 
their matters indeed were deprived of their ufe du- 
ring the time for which they had, as ufual, pur- 
chafed their fervitude ; but necejEty, together with 
an aflurance that they fliould be duly indemnified, 
were motives that could not be refitted on the pre- 
fent emergency. 

It had been hoped that the Northern Colonies, 
as moft abounding with white people, would have 
been able to fpare a confiderable fupply to General 
Walhington's army. They were founded accord- 
ingly ; but they pleaded the danger with which 
they w«re menaced by the ftrong force under Gene- 
ral Carkon* An invafion was certainly preparing 
from Canada : they did not think themfelves fafe at 
Bofton itfelf ; and there were other quarters from 
whence they .might be attacked, and probably 
would, were they to divett themfelves of the 
ftrength they had at prefent. 
• Such, however, amidft thefe difficulties, were 
the exertions of the Congrefs, and of the feveral 
Provincial Affemblies, that while the Britifli troops 
were detained at New York, from the caufes that 
have been mentioned, General Walhington had the 
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fatisfadion of receiving numerous reinforeement* 
from all parts, and to find himfelf in a fituation of 
carrying thofe plans into execution, which he could 
not have done, had the Britiih army been able to 
begin the campaign foon^er^ 

Encouraged by this feafbnable arlgmcntation of 
ftrength> he moved forwards from Morris-town, 
and took a ftrong pofition in the neighbourhood of 
Brunfwick^ in the highlands, about Middle Brook* 
Here he threw up works along the front of his 
camp, well provided with cannon, and other de- 
fences. But his principal advantage was the diffi- 
culty to approach him ; the ground being fuch, as 
cxpofcd an enemy to every kind of danger in attack- 
ing him* He had chofen his fituation with great 
judgment ; on the one fide he covered the Jerfeys, 
and on the other he obferved all the motions of the 
Britiih forces at Brunfwick, of which he command- 
ed a full profpeft from his camp, as well as of the 
country between that place and the fliores of Staten 
Idand. 

The operations of the fubfequent campaign took 
their diredion principally from the manner with 
which General Wafliington had an opportunity of 
commencing it. Various and oppofite opinions 
were now entertained of the plan of ading that 
fnould be adopted in the prefent circumftances. — 
Previous to General Wafhington's receiving fuch 
large reinforcements, and taking poflfeffion of the 
ground along Middle Brook, it was imagined that 
the Britiih army would find no difficulty in penetra- 
ting through the Province of Jerfey to the banks of 
the Delaware, and that the Provincials would not 
have been able to make any efFedtual oppofition. — 
The reduction of the Jerfeys, would have fecured 
the communication between New York and the 
whole chain of polls that would have occupied the 
road between that city and the confines of Pennfyl- 
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Vatita. Mad the ctiemy ventured aJbattlfej in order 
"to flop the progrefs of the army, nothing could 
have been more defirable^ as an opportunity wi^ld 
then be given of ftriking a decifive blow s but as 
the enemy would probably retire as the ^ritifli 
troops advanced, they would eafily become mafters 
of the paffage over the Delaware, ^nd conlequently 
of Philadelphia, which was 2x1 open anddefencelefs 
city. 

Such was the plan of proceeding formed during 
the winter among the majority of people at New 
York, and which prob^ly would have taken place, 
had not obftruftions of various kinds retarded it.-^ 
But General Walhington's late movements had to- 
tally altered the face of things* He had now pof- 
feflcd himfelf of a pofition where it was impoffi- 
ble to attack him without incurring every dif- 
advantage, and expofing the army to a coniiderable 
and inevitable lofs, without obtaining, perhaps, 
any fuccefs. Were the army to march forwards to 
the Delaware, with an intention to force a paffage, 
the leaving fuch an enemy as General Waftiingtom 
behind, would be attended with the utmoft danger* 
He would hang on the rear, and cut off the com- 
munication with New York, while the Provincial 
forces were making head on the other fide. Such a 
fituation would lay the army open to numberlefs 
difficulties. Were it in fuch a cafe to fail in its at- 
tempt to crofs the Delaware, which would prove a 
work of no fmall difficulty, from the many impedi- 
ments that had been prepared, it would then be 
compelled to retreat to New York ; but that would 
be found a talk of no facility ; the eneitiy would 
tlnqueftionably feize upon all the pafles, and great 
bloodlhcd muft enfue, merely to force a paffage 
back to their former fiction ♦ 

Thefe confiderations, made it appear more defira- 
tle to drop the defign of penetratiog into Pennfyl- 
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vania acrofs the Jcrfeys. As Philadelpiiia waS the 
objedt aimed at, a paflage by water feetned the lealt 
attended with difficulties ; and though y perhaps, of 
more length, fully compenfated that defeft by its 
far greater fafety. A plan of this kind would have 
the eo^operation of the fleet, of which the affiftance had 
been fo effedkual in the principal operations of the lalt 
campaigh. By gaining pofleffion of Philadelphia^ 
the Britiih army would be ftationed in the center of 
the Colonies^ and have, the immediate command of 
the rich and fertile Province of Pennfylvania, and 
be at hand to invade any part of the neighbouring 
Provinces pf Virginia and Marj^land, both by land 
and by water. Add to this, that an expedition of 
this nature might be undertaken with great facility, 
from' the immenfe number of tranfports, well man- 
tied, and well found in every refpeft, with which 
they were happily furniflied, and which put it in their 
power to avail themfelvesof every advantage which 
naval fuperiority could give. 

Before this determination was adopted, it was 
refolved, however, to try every method in order to 
induce General Wafhington to quit his pdiition, 
and bring him, if it were prafticable, to rifk an 
engagement. 

In the beginning of June, the long expefted, 
and much wanted lupply of tents and camp equi- 

Eage arrived from England, together with a frefh 
ody of German auxiliaries, and a confiderable 
number of Britiih recruits. Sir William Howe, 
after waiting with the utmoft impatience, was at 
length enabled to. take the field. He repaired im- 
'mediately to the Jerfeys, and pitched his camp op- 
pofiteto that of General Wafhington. 

The Provincial army, exclufive of the ftrong 
poflr it occupied, had. received fuch an acceffion of 
nutnbers, as made it very confiderable. The re- 
tardment of the necelTaries that were to come from 
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tehglaiid, had afforded time for detachments to ar* 
rive from the furthermoft Colonies to Walhington's 
encampment. The Northern Provinces, befides 
providing for the guard of the Lakes^ had at laft 
arrayed a large force^ which was fent. under the Ge- 
nerals Gates, Arnold, and Parfons, with orders to 
flation it on the North River, in readinefs to pafs 
it, and mairch to the affiftance of General Walhing- 
ton, in cafe of need. 

Sir William Howe was now employed in conti- 
nual endeavours to draw the American General from 
his encampment. He had a variety of obftacles to 
encouifiter : " oh the one hand, the vigilance of the 
Jerfey militia was exerted in cutting off all refrefli- 
ments, and watching all his motions. They per- 
formed this duty with the more keennefs, as they 
were prompted by the refentmeiit of their formeif 
fuiferings. On the other hend. General Walhing-* 
ton, though cautious not to involve himfelf in any 
rifk, omitted no opportunity of exercifing his men, 
znd inuring them to z&iouj by engaging them in 
ftirmilhes upon advantageous terms; 

The Britiih General made feveral movements, as 
if intending to march to the Delaware^ Confi- 
derable detachments paffed along the flanks of the 
American army^ taking the roa!d to Philadelphia. 
Several motions of this tendency were made ;^ but 
as they produced no effeft. Sir William Howe drew 
nearer to the enemy's camp, where he continued 
fome daysj reconnoitring every pafs and opening 
by which an slccefs to it might be found. But after 
much toil and fearch, none could be difcovered that 
was pradtieablc; the approaches were fo ftrongly 
fortified, and every poft fo well guarded, that no 
hope remaihed of forcing them.- 

That no eflTort might be left untried to bring the 

American General out of his ftrong hold, another 

ftratagem was put in pradtice^ Sir WiJUam Howe 
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broke up his camp with great fceming precipitaticm, 
and retired haftily from the ground he had juft oe- 

June 19, cupied: — ^He abandoned the poll of Brunf- 
1777- wicky and withdrew hb whole army to^ 
wards Amboy. This fudden moyement, (o little ex- 
pefted^ and executed with fuch promptitude, deceiv- 
ed the Provincials, They came down from their en- 
campment in large detachments, and followed clofely^ 
the rear of the Britilh army, which ftill continued 
to retreat before them. They charged it with the 
greateft fury, and from the celerity with which it 
moved, were encouraged to make a vigorous pur- 
fuit. As foon as the Britilh army had reached 
Amboy,' a portable bridge, which had been con- 
ftruAed for the paflage of the Delaware, was thrown 
over the channel between Amboy and Staten Ifland^ 
The baggage and heavy appurtenances, together 
with fome troops, crofled over it to the other Ihore,. 
and all feemed prepared for the remainder of the 
army to pafs. 

General Walhington was now perfuaded that^ 

June 26, this retreat was no feint. He decamped, 
1777* and came forwards to Quibble Town, in 
order to fupport the troops he had detached after the 
Britilh army. As foon as this motion was perceived. 
Sir William Howe led it back in leveral divifions, by 
different roads, in order to furround the Provincials^ 
and force them to an engagement, by cutting off their 
retreat. The more effedually to compafs this de- 
sign. Lord Cornwaliis was difpatched with a ftrong, 
body, to feize on the paffes to that mouMainous^ 
part of the country which the Provincials had juft 
left. He was met by a large party, advantageoullr 
polled at the entrance of a wood, and well furniihed 
with artillery. It was commanded by a gentkman well 
known in America by the title of Lord Stirling, 
though npt admitted as valid in Britain. The troops 
uader Lord CornwalHs were a mixture of Bri- 
tilh 
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iiihand Heifian$ : they behaved on this occafion with 
an emulation which the PrpviQcials were not able 
to refift. They were quickly broken on all fides, 
and fled to a place called Weftfield, where they 
took Ihelter in a thick wood. 

The American General now faw the neceflity of 
making a fpeedy retreat to his former fituation, in 
order to fecure it. He feized with ^11 diligence 
tkofc paflTes to the mountains, which he foon per- . 
ccived Lord Cornwallis had in view ; and with all 
poifible expedition he repofleffed himfelf of the en-, 
campment from which he had been decoyed by 
the dexterity of the Britilh General. 

It now became evident, that no fcheme whatever 
would move General Waihington from the pofition 
be had refumed. To march through the Jerfeys to 
the Delaware, appeared an aitempt highly impru- 
dent from the reafons that have been fpecified. No- 
thing therefore remained for the accompliftiment of 
what was propofed, than to embrace the fcheme of 
going to Philadelphia by fea^ 

While the neceffary preparations were making 
for this important expedition, the fpirit of enter- 
prize which had lately fignalized feveral of the 
American officers, was produAive of a remarkable 
adventure* The capture of General Lee by Colonel 
Harcourt, had occafioned much concern among the 
Americans, on account of the refufal to releafe him 
upon the terms that were offered by General Wafli- 
ington. They had long watched for an opportunity 
of making prifojier fome Britifli officer of equal rank> 
in order to procure his exchangee. One feemed at 
length to be offered. The Britilh troops that had 
taken, and were quartered in Rhode Ifland^ were. at 
the prefent commanded by General Prefcot, A pror 
je& was formed to furprize him, as General Lee 
had been, and to bring him off in the fame manner. 
To this intent. Colonel Barton, a dexterous and re- 

Z 3 folute ^^ 
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folute man, with about forty others, went over from 
July 10, Providence to Rhode Ifland, in the night 5 
1 777* and not withftanding the (hipping ftationed on 
their way, and the number of troops diftributed about 
the Ifland, they landed undifcovered, feized the Gene- 
ral in his quarters, and brought him off with his 
Aid de Camp, without -meeting with any inters 
fuprion. 

This capture occafioned uncommon fatisfaftion to 
the Americans, from the certain profpeft it afforded 
them of recovering General Lee, for whom they en- 
tertained much refpeft, and were not devoid of anx- 
iety. They confidered him as a perfon particu- 
larly obnoxious to the Britifli miniftry, and of 
whom, fliould fortune favour the Britifh arms in 
America, they would not fcruple to make an exam- 
ple. In this light they were highly defirous of an 
occafion to procure his deliverance, and were of 
courfe exceedingly rejoiced at an event which in their 
opinion infured it. 

This unexpected feizure of his perfon in fo difa-? 
greeable a naanner, was a fevere mortification to 
General Prefcot. He had not long before fet a price 
upon General Arnold, and promifed a fum of mo- 
ney to any one that apprehended him. The latter 
anfwered this affront by fetting a lower price upon 
the former. 

This aftion of Colonel Barton, did not pafs un-r 
noticed by the Congrefs, any more than that of Co- 
lonel Meigs, at Sagg Harbour. They voted them, 
together with the officers and foldiers who had ac- 
companied them in their refpedtive enterprizes, 
their public thanks, for the valour, adivity and 
addrefs wijh which they had conducted them ; and 
ordered an elegant fword to be prefented to each of 
|:he Colonels, 

In order, at the fame, toteftify their refpe<5t and 
gratitude to the memory of thofe whqhad loft their 
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lives in the caufeof America, and as an incitement 
to imitate their courage and patriotifm, the Con- 
grefs decreed that a monument ihould be ereded at 
Boflon in remembrance of General Warren, who 
was flain at Bunker's Hill ; and another in Virgi- 
nia, for General Mercer, who fell in the a£bion near 
Princetown. 

As the circumftances of the former of thefe gen- 
tlemen were not affluent, it was alfo refolved by 
that Afienibly, that his Ton flipuld be coniidered as 
the child of the Public, and ihould accordingly re- 
ceive a liberal and gentlemanly education at the exr 
pence of the United States. 
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CHAP. XXVI, 

EXf edition up the Chefipeak inti finn^lvania, 
1777. 

WHILE Sir Williain Hbwe was making the 
neceflarjr preparations for the projeded ex^ 
peditibn> the attetitioh of the encitty ^tas taken up 
in codjeistures eobcerhing its deftination. Every 
part of the continent that lay open tb ^n attack^ 
^as equally alarmed on this occafion. Philadel- 
phia made no doubt of its being the objed of this 
formidable armament. But the country lying on 
the North River, was almoft equally apprehenfive. 
Interfefting the North and South Colonies, it was 
thought by fome, that the intention was to form a 
junftion with the forces that were on their march 
from Canada, in order to cut off the communication 
between the New England Provinces and General 
. Wafliington's army, Charleftown was not without 
its fears; and Bofton, from its importance, fuf- 
pefted an attempt, which was the better founded^, 
as it was principally there the numerous pifivateer^ 
yrere fitted out that were fo detriniental to the com- 
merce of Britain, 

General Wafliington felt the criticalnefs of his 
fituation, and the fuperiorityarifing from the naval 
ilrength, that enabled the Britifh army to menace 
at once every part of the American continent- The 
neceffity of waiting till he could receive pofitive in- 
telligence of the operations it had in view, obliged 
him to keep his pofition, 

The great preparations that were indifpenfilxly 

.requifite for fo important an expedition, were not 

corppleted until the month of July was far advan^ 

z ced i 
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jctA : it was the twenty-third before the armament 
was able to take its departure from Sandy Hook. 

Some days before the embarkation of the army, ' 
^ Sir William Howe directed fome tranfports tp fail 
up the North River. They were accompanied by a 
Jarge floating-battery, and other appearances of a 
•defign upon that quarter. This feint fucceeded fol 
weU, as to induce General Washington to detach 
a ftrong force towards* that River. 

The ftren^th employed upon the expedition un^ 
dcr Sir William Howe, confifted of thirty-fix Bri-^ 
tifli arid HeflSan battalions, with a regiment qf light 
horfe, and a body of Loyal ifts, raifed at New York, 
The remainder of thefe, with another body of light 
horfe, and feventeen battalions, were left at New 
York, under the command of General Clinton. — ' 
Seven battalions were ftatioried at Rhode Ifland. 

jA whale week's navigation was confumed in ma-» 
Iting the mouth of the Delaware. Here intelligence 
* was received, that fuch efFcdlual meafures had been 
taken to-obftrud: the paflagc of the fleet up that 
river, that it would be equally dangerous and fruit- 
Jkfe tor attempt it. In confequence of this informa- 
tion, it was determined to proceed further fouth, 
^nd to fail up the Chefapeak Bay, as far as that 
part of M^ylwd which borders on Pennfylvania, 
and is at po great diftance from Philadelphia. Here 
fhb fituatton of the country would not afford fo many 
advantages to the Provincial army, and it would be 
compelled either to retire before the Britiih troops, 
or to engage them on more equal terms than they 
pould be brought to in the Jerfeys. 

This voyage was rendered extremely long and te- 
dious through contrary winds. It was the middle 
of Augijft, before the fleet's entrance into Chefa-. 
peak Bay* Great inconvenience was felt from the 
f xcefEve heat of the wearher in that fultry climate ; 
f \>ut through the care and vigilance of the comman-. 
^ d?^ 
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cjcrs, the health of the people was fo effedlually 
confulted^ that at the time of landing, they were 
in a ftate of ftrength and vigour very uncommon 
among foldiers after fo long a confinement at fea. 

The navigation up the Bay was very difficult and 
intricate. The Admiral's great profeffional know- 
ledge was of conilant and high utility upon this 
occafion. Through a multitude of dangers, the 
fleet was fafely conducted as far up the River Elk, 
as it was pradicable. Here the army landed with- 
out oppofition, on the 2jth of Auguft, after more 
than a month's paflage from its leaving Sandy 
Hook. 

Part of the army was left to guard the fiores and 
artillery, while they were landing, aftd to bring them 
forward with all fpeed. The General advanced into 
the country at the head of the main body, taking 
with him very little baggage and incumbrances of 
any kind, and moving with all poi^ble expedition 
to the Head of the Elk. 

General Walhington, upon information of the 
fleets failing up the Chefapeak, quitted the Jerfeys, 
and hafted to the defence of Philadelphia, which 
ivas now vifibly the objeft of the armaments defti- 
Hation. On hearing of the Britilh army's landing at 
the Elk, he encamped on the Brandywine Creek, 
lying about midway from the Elk to Philadelphia. 

The former depredations of the Heffians, and the 
confequent irregularities of the troops in general, 
having excited much confternation among the people 
on fliore, at their landing,it was judged ^eceflary,in 
order to tranquilize the minds of the inhabfitants, 
to publiih a declaration, promifing the ftrifteft dif- 
cipline and regularity on the part of the foldiery, 
and full fecurity and proteftion to all who behaved 
peaceably. Whoever had not aflumed legiflative 
QV judicial authority, were included in this promife, 
notwithftanding they might have afted illegally in 
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Inferior ftations, provided they returned immedi* 
ately to their homes, and demeaned themfelves in-f 
ofFenfively in future. A general pardon was offered 
at the fame time to all officers and foldiers in the 
American fervice, who Ihould lay down their arms, 
and furrender themfelves. 

Sundry impediments prevented the Royal army 
from quitting the head of the Elk, till the begins 
ning of September. General Waihington was now 
advanced to Redclay Creek, between the Brandy- 
wine and the Elk. The Provincials polled them- 
felves in the woods contiguous to the march of t^e 
Britifh army ; from whence they interrupted its 
progrefs by continual attacks. In thefe circum- 
ftances, the Britifh General was neceffitated to ad- 
vance flowly, and with great circumfpedtion, through 
a country fo well known to the enemy, to which he 
was a ftrangefr, and where every ftep he took would 
certainly be difputed. 

He was obliged, on this occafion, to be very fpar- 
ing of his men, and to referve them for fervices of 
importance and decifion ; but the enemy, whofe 
bufmefs it was to diminifh his numbers, aflfailed 
him by incefTant ikirmifhes, wherein, though they 
were generally repulfed, yet their aim was obtained, 
which was to weaken him without expofing them- 
felves to any more than the lofs of men ; which they 
could eafily replace with others, while fuch a lofs 
to him remained for a while irreparable. 

A$ the Britifh army continued to advance, not- 
withflanding their efforts to impede its progrefs, 
they retired on the other fide of the Brandywine, 
where they polled themfelves on the rfing grounds 
Vpon its banks, in order to difpute its pafTage. Their 
army confilied of about fifteen thoufand men. The 
force at prefent in the field under Sir William 
l^owe, did not exceed that number. 

Early 
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Early in the morning of the eleventh of Septem* 
ber, the Britifli army formed in two columns^ 
marched to the enemy : the right, under General 
Knyphaiifen, proceeded to the moft pradicable paf- 
fage, called Chadsford. Here the center and chief 
force of the enemy lay, expecting, ,and well pre- 
pared for an attack. A fevere fire of caiinon conti- 
nued from ten o'clock till the clofe of day. The 
Heffian General, according to orders, making re- 
peated feints to attempt the pailage of the ford* 
Several detachments of the Provincial army croffed 
the River, and engaged the Britilh troops ; but af- 
ter a variety of fkirmilhes, they were at length to- 
tally routed, and compelled to repafs the River. 

While thefe two divifions of the oppofite armies 
were occupied in this manner. Lord Cornwallis, at 
the head of the column on the left, took a long 
circuit to the upper part of the Brandy wine, where 
it is divided in two fliallow ftreams. Thefe he 
paffed without oppofition, and marched direftly to 
attack the right wing of the Provincials, 

On the diicovery of this movement. General Sul^ 
livan was detached to oppofe him with all the force 
that could be fpared from the center. This body 
waited the approach of that under Lord Cornwallis, 
on a very advantageous eminence, guarded on its 
right, as well as on its left, by thick and extenfive 
woods. In this pofition they were attacked by Lord 
Cornwallis ; and notwithftanding the ftrength of 
their lituation, and a very refolute defence, their 
left was driven from its pofts, and fled to tho 
woods, whither it was warmly purfued. 

On this difafter of the left, their right wing,^ 
which had not been broken, retired in. good order 
to another advantageous ground, from whence, after 
fome refiftance, they were alfo compelled to retire 
\n fuch cqnfufion, that they were not able to rally. 

During; 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



b A T E W A R» 367 

* During this defeat and flight of both their wings, 
their center, which was yet entire and ftrongly pott- 
ed, endeavoured, by a feafonable refiftance, to fa- 
vour the retreat of the reft. On the coming up of 
Lord Cornwallis's main body, a very warm confliA 
enfued. Here the Provincials flood their ground 
with fo much refoiution, that night came on before 
they abandoned their poft, and prevented their be- 
ing purfued* 

Neither was it till towards evening, that General 
Knyphaufen Was able to crofs the ford. Herein he 
was chiefly favoured by the vigorous attack that was 
making on their right. He ftormcd the intrench- 
ment, and feized the cannon that defended the ford. 
While he was thus employed, the Britifli troops 
that %ad broken General Sullivan's left wing, after 
penetrating through the woods, to which it had 
fled, now fuddenly appeared in fight of that part of 
the Provincial army, which was contending with 
General Knyphaufen. This unexpected appearance,^ 
threw them into fuch confternation, that they gave 
way on all fides, and withdrew with the utmoft pre- 
cipitation. Darknefs faved them from purfuit, as 
it had done thofe under General Sullivan ; other- 
wife the greateft part of the American army muft 
probably have been taken or deftroyed. 

.The behaviour of the Americans on this dar, 
was in general firm and courageous. Some of the 
new levies were faulty in their difcipline, and, from 
want of expertnefs, were foon confufed and put in 
diforder ; but the remainder ftiewed that they had 
acquired no mean degree of military fkill and forti- 
tude. Thofe who diftinguiflied themfelves moft on 
this occafion, were the Virginians. It was remark- 
ed, upon this, as well as other occurrences, that 
the fatisfadtion they felt at feeing their countryman. 
General Wafliington, at the head of the American , 
vmies, together with the affeftion they bqrc to his 
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perfon, often contributed not a little to animate thef 
Virginians in the continental armyy to exert them- 
felves in a particular manner. 

The lofs of the Americans in this adion, was coir- 
fiderable. Befides the prifoners, amounting to four 
hundred^ it was computed that the number of killed 
and wounded was near one thoufand* The lofs of 
the Royal army did not exceed five hundred m 
wounded and ilain ; the latter were not one hun- 
dred. 

Immediately after the battle, the Americans with- 
drew to Chefter, and the next day to Philadelphia. 
They were followed by the Royal army with great 
ofder an^ circumfpe^ion. Though defeated, they 
were not difpirited, and confidered their misfor- 
tune rather as the confequence of fuperior fkill and 
difciplJne on the fide of their enemies, than as pro- 
ceeding from a defed of valour on theirs. 

Leaving the fick and wounded at Wilmington on 
the Delaware, the Britilh General continued his 
march towards Philadelphia. General Wafliing- 
ton, unwilling to be forced to a fecond engagement, 
quitted that city, and pofted himfelf on the road 
towards Lancafter, an inland town, at a confider- 
able diftance from Philadelphia. Sir William Howe, 
on being apprized of this movement, advanced upon 
him } and was making the difpofitions requifite to 
compel him to another a<ftion ; when a violent rain, 
that lafted a whole day and night, prevented him 
from completing them, and enabled the Provincial 
army to avoid the danger. 

In order to harrafs and fatigue the Royal army. 
General Walhington pofted feveral detachmentSL^in 
fuch a manner, as to command all the roads and 
avenues to their encampnicnr- His intent was to 
feize all opportunities of drawing detached parties 
from their main body into ambufcades. This he 
fcould the more readily effeft, as the country waa 
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tSvery where in his intereft, and as the Provincial 
army abounded with people perfeftly acquainted 
with all its local advantages. 

A very confiderable detachment fent upon a de- 
fign of this nature, lay concealed in the depth of a 
foreft, that flood at a fmall diftance behind the Bri- 
tifli camp; it confifted of fifteen hundred men, 
commanded by General Wayne. Upon this intelli- 
Sept. 20, gence. Sir William Howe difpatched Gene- 
1 777* ral Grey in the middle of night, with a party 
to furprize it. The enter prize was conducted with An- 
gular addrefs^and intrepidity. Ordering his men not 
to fire a finglefhot, he advanced in profound filence to 
the out pofts of the enemy, which were furprized 
and fecured without the leaft noife. It was now be- 
tween twelve and one. The main body of the ene- 
my, unapprized of its danger, was retired to reft. 
Direfted by the light of their fires, the party un- 
der General Grey proceeded undifcovered to their 
encampment, and, according to the injunftions 
they had received, rufhed upon them with their 
bayonets. Three hundred were killed and wounded, 
and agreat number taken, with moft of their arms 
and baggage. Obfcurity faved thofe that efcaped, 
as it had done before at Brandywine Creek. Of the 
Britilh party, four only were llain, and as many 
wounded. 

In the mean time. Sir William Howe was em^ 
ploying every movement and ftratagem to draw the 
Provincials to aftion ; but they too well knew the 
confequence of lofing another battle in the prefent 
pofture of their affairs. They did not feem inclined 
to rifk an aftion even to fave Philadelphia itfelf, 
now become the metropolis of America.* When 
General Waihington faw that he muft either aban- 
•don the defence of that city, or venture an engage- 
ment, he declined the latter without hefitation, as 
involvmg a decifipn, which, if unfavourable to him, 
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would put an end to all the hopes of further refift-» 
ance. 

The Britiih General difcovering this to be his 
final intention^ approached to the Schuylkill^ the 
river that runs on the weft^ as the Delaware does on 
the eaft of Philadelphia. Having made fuch dii^ 
pofitions as were neceflary to fecure the paflage over 
It, he conveyed the Britiih army fafe to the other 
fide, without any oppofition from the enemy. No* 
thmg appeared to obilrudt him ; he marched to 
German town ; and the next day, which was the 
twenty^feventh of September, he took peaceable 
poflei&on of the city of Philadelphia* 

It had been expedted by many, that ibould that 
city have been found untenable, the Provincials 
would have committed it to the flames, fooner than 
fufTer it to fall into the hands of their enemies, and 
become a place of arms, from whence they would 
have it in their power, from its central Situation, 
to annoy the other Colonies at command. But 
the hopes of recovering it on a happier day, pre- 
vailed over the fears of the fervice it might prove^ 
while it remained in the poffefEon of Britain. 

Previous to their evacuation of Philadelphia, the 
Congrefs had ordered fome of the principal Qua- 
kers, and other gentlemen of the firft confideration 
in that place, above twenty in number, to be taken 
into cuftody, as ftrongly attached to the Royal 
caufc, and known enemies to the ruling powers- 
Thefe gentlemen bad repeatedly refufed to give 
^ny written or verbal acknowledgment of allegiance 
or fubniiffion to the American government, or pro- 
mife of holding no correfpondence with its enemies. 
Notwith {landing the evident danger their perfons 
were in, they had even the refolution to refufe con- 
fining themfelves to their refpedive dwellings. 
The fpirit of thefe gentlemen was unconqnerable 
to the laft* As they ftill perfifted, in defiance of 
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threats^ and in fpite of all felicitation and intreaty^ 
immoveable in their principles and in their determi* 
nation to rejedt the teft that was propdfed to them^ 
they wcfre fent ofFprifoners to Stanton, in Virgin 
Jtiia, as foon as it was apprehended that the BritilU 
troops would take poflcmon of Philadelphia^ 

The firft care of the Britilh General, on his be-i 
.cdming mafter of this dity^ was to (^reft batteries 
on the Delaware in order to tut off the communica^ 
tion between that part of the river above^ and that 
below the city, and to fecure it at the fame time! 
from an attack by water. This undertaking was. 
oppofed as foon as begun; An American frigate, of 
thirty-dx guns, affifted by another of fmaller forcc^ 
^nd fome other armed veffels, attacked the batte- 
ries immediately on perceiving the people at work 
upon them. The firing lailed fome hours; but 
up6n the tide of ebb, the largeft frigate grounded^ 
and could not be ren>oyed. Some pieces of cannon 
being immediately levelled at her, flie^ could not 
ftand the fire ; her colours were ftruck, and Ihe 
furrendered. • The other Vtrflels flieered off. 

But though Philadelphia was taken, the accefs 
to it by fea was yet impradicable ; a variety of 
works had been conftrufted at a great expence, and 
.with equal induftry and labour, to render all at* 
tempts to come up the Delaware fruitlefs. Facing 
the point of land where the Schuylkill flows intoi 
that river, lies an ifland formed by an accumulation 
of mud arid fand, and theiice called Mud Ifland - 
Here very ftrong batteries were eredted. On the 
Jerfey fliore, lying oppofite to this, at a place callecf 
Redbank, a fort was built, well furniflied withi 
heavy cannon. Along the channel betwwn th9fe 
batteries, ponderous machines were funk, contriv- 
ed after the manner of chevaux de frize, from 
which they received that denominatidn. They were 
imnoenfe besims crpffing each other in fundry direc-^ 
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tioMj an<i he^ided with points of iron, ftrbngff 
fixed^ to pierce any fliip that ihould ftrike on them. 
The above batteries croffed, and fully commanded 
that part of the river where thefe machines were 
deponted ; and they were funk fo deep, as not to 
be weighed without immenfe trouble and difficulty ; 
' tut this was a work that could not be undertaken 
without filencing thofe batteries, and being in poA 
feffion of both fides of the river. 

At Billing's Point, fome miles lower on the }er- 
fey fliore, leveral more of thefe chevaux de frize 
were funk in the channel of the river, and proteded 
by redoubts that mounted very heavy artillery. On 
the river itfelf were gallies well provided with can- 
non, and two floating batteries, with a number of 
armed veflels, and feveral fire Ihips. All thefe im- 
pediments were to he overcome before accefs could 
be had to Philadelphia. 

On the defeat of the Provincial army at Brandy- 
tvine Creek, and the confequent march of the Royal 
irmy to Philadelphia, Lord Howe prepared to fail 
round to the Delaware, to fupport thofe operati6ns 
in which the affiftance of the fleet would indifpen- 
fably be neceflTary. After entering the Delaware, 
as it was not poffible to proceed up to Philadelphia, 
the fleet came to an anchor off the town of New* 
cattle, on the Pennfylvania fliore. 

As the navigation of the river was extremely an- 
noyed by the batteries at Billing's Point, Sir Wil- 
liam Howe detached a body of troops, under Colo- 
nel Sterling, to diflodgc the enemy from that fort : 
On perceiving the Colbners party crofling the river 
from Chefter, on the Pennfylvania fide, the garri- 
fon immediately fpiked all their guns, fet fire to 
the buildings in the fort, and abandoned it without 
waiting to be attacked, or endeavouring to prevent 
the Coloners landing. After the detachment had 
• deftroyed the fort, and efpecially thofe batteriei 
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timt commanded the river^ Captain Hammond of 
the Roebuck, a very bfave and adive officer, pro- 
ceeded to execute the difficult bufinefs with whicE 
he had been intruded by the AdmiraL This was to 
cut away, and weigh up thofe ponderous machines 
that lay at the bottom of the river. He was vigo- 
roully oppofed by the floating batteries, and naval 
force of the enemy that was ftationed on the river to 
guard them ; but with great courage, perleverance^ 
and labour, he overcame their refiftande, and fuc- . 
ceeded in opening a paflage for the (hipping 
through this part of the Delaware. 

In the mean time the Britilh army lay encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia. Its princi- 
pal quarters were at Germantown, an extended 
place, confiding of a ftreet two miles long. The 
enemy was pofted at Skippach Creek, fixteen miles 
diftant. As they had lately been reinforced with 
fome chofen troops. General Wafhington hearing 
that the Royal army had detached feveral partres on 
various necefTary fervices, and that anonher part ot 
it lay at Philadelphia, determined to attempt the 
furprizing of that which was at German Town. 

On the third of Odober, towards the evening, 
he left his camp at Skippach Creek, and marched iii 
great filence, under the cover of night, hoping t6 
reach the Britiih camp undifcovered. At three in 
the morning he was clofe upon it, and immediately 
made the requifite difpofitions for an attack ; but 
fortunately the patroles difcovered his approach, and 
the troops Were called to arms* Thofe whom he 
firft attacked^ being at the furthermdft end of Ger- 
man Town, and remote from the main body^ were, 
after a brave refiftance, overpowered by numbers, 
and obliged to fall back into the toWn^ whither the/ 
dofely followed^ 

The fuddennefs of the attack, and the vigouf 

ytfiih whisb k was fupported by the enemy^ obligecl 
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the Britilh trooj»s to make the greateft efforts to ie-« 
fin him. Colonel Mufgrave, at the head of the 
fortieth regiment, had flood his ground till he was 
almoft furrounded. Seeing no other way of refift- 
iflg the impetuofity and ftrdngth of the enemy, he 
took poffeffion of a large and ftrong (fone-houfe, 
that lay full in their front, with fiji companies of 
that re^ment. From thence he kept up an iocef* 
f^nt fire, and effectually checked the ardour with 
which they had hitherto proceeded. 

It was neceffary to diflodge the Colonel, in order 
to effeft the purpofe they propofed, which was to- 
feparate the two wings ot the Royal army, that 
were divided from each other by this, and.the other 
houfes of Germantown. They brought up a whole 
bVigade, with artillery, and affailed it on erery 
itde with the utmofl fury, but without being able 
tb difpoffefs him^ 

In the mean time, Greneral Grey came up to his 
affiftance, with a great part of the left wing, and 
was feconded by General Agnew, with another con- 
iiderable body. A part of the right wing advanced, 
upon the enemy on the. other fide. The engage- 
ment was maintained during fonle time with equal 
dbftinacy ; tut the enemy was at length brokes, 
driven out of the town, and ptirfued with great 
flaughter. 

After gaining this advantage. General Grey mo* 

ved with all poffible fpeed to the fupport of the re- 

rtiainder of the Britilh right wing, which was en-^ 

gaged in a hot difpute with the enemy^s left. But 

this acceflion of ftrength compelled them inftantly: 

tb give way, and completed the total roUt of the 

Provincial army. It now quitted the field on all 

fides ; but though the purfuit was continued fohie 

miles, as the country was interfered with woods 

^nd enciofures, they made their advantagies of th^m, 

dnd found means to carry off thtir-cannbUi •■ • -:. f 

' * The 
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«Tke Americans^atmbiured the lofs.of the d;iy tq 
the hazitiefs of the weather. Itwa$ fq; thick, th^t 
they could not difcover the fituation uor mQ^ement^ 
©f the Britilh army> nor yet thqfe of their own.— i 
Tim prevented them from afting in concert ; it 
encn occiafioned them to fire upon each other through 
miftake, in the heat of action ; and was^ in ihort| 
raccording to their teprefentation, the real caufe of 
the Britifli army's having time to recover from their 
^rftfurprife, and ta put themfelves in a pofture of 

> The Biitiih army loft in this battle, in wounded 
dnd prisoners, about four hundred and thirty men ; 
iio Dlarethan feventy were killed : a fmall lofsin num-* 
ber, but it confifted, among others, of fome very 
brave and iexcellent officers ; among thefe. General 
Agnew^ and Colonel Bird were particularly regret> 
ted. Of the Americans three hundred wereilain, fix 
hundred wounded, and upwards of four hundred 
jjiade prifoners, among whom were fifty-four officers; 

After the adion at Germantown, General Wafli* 
ington returned to his encampment at Skippach 
Creek, where he continued to watch the motions of 
the Britilh army, which had removed from Ger- 
inantown to PhiladelpWa, in order to execute thofe 
operation^ which were neceffary to enable it to 
winter ii^ that city. 

The redi|ftion of Mud Ifland, and the other for- 
tified places on the river, were the principal objeds 
in view, together with the clearing it o^ thofe im- 
pediment^ that obftrudled its navigation. "^^A ftrong 
battery was ^refted for this purpole on the weftern 
point of land neareft tq Mud Ifland, and a large 
body of Heffians were detached acrofs the river, to 
attack the fort of Red Bank, on the Jerfey fliore. 

This detachment was commanded by Colonel 

Ponop, one of the beft officers in the Heffian army, 

and who had rendered fome fignal and important 
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fervicet in this war. He was to /ic fupported m 
thi| enteiprife by fome fliips of force, and the ar-. 
rangemems for it were formed with great judgment. 
He made an intrepid aifault on the enemy's en- 
trenchments, and carried their prmcipal outworks 
but their interior defences were fo ftrong, that thcjr 
could not be forced. The Heffians were obliged . 
to retire, with the lofs of their Colonel, who was 
mortally wounded, with feveral other brave officers^ 
in advancing to the attack, and in their retreat^ 
they were feverely galled by the enemy's gallies and 
floating-batteries ; to which, as they were obliged in 
their n^arch to keep along the ihore, they could not 
avoid being entirely expofed* Thus the attack by 
land totally failed. 

The attack made by the ihips was equally judi* 
cious ai\d fpirited : having made their way through 
the channel, which Captain Hammond had exerted ««>^^ 
fo much refolution and induftry in rendering prac-» 
ticable, they took their ftation in fuch a manner, 
as to aflail the works and batteries towards the De- 
laware, while the troops alfaulted the defences on 
ihore. But the obftru&ions contrive^ by the ene* 
my, had interrupted and altered the courfe of the 
river, and wrQjught fuoh changes in its ufual depth, 
that the ihips could not compafs a favourable fitu-* 
ation for thp dire^ion of their fire. To thofe caufes 
it was owing, that the Augufta, a fliip of the line, 
and the Merlin, in working up to come clofe into 
atftion, vif^t both grounded, and could not be got 
{doat. 

The enemy perceiving the fituation of thefe veft 
fels, directed the whole fir^ of their gallies, float- 
ing batteries, and works on fhcfre, and feut four 
f rL'rlhips down the ftream againft them : but 
though the ikili and courage of the feamen and of- 
ficers rendered them ineifedual, the Augufta took 
^re during the engagement, an4 w?s burnt, toge» 
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liter with the Merlin ; s^nd the other Ihips were ob- 
liged to withdraw, in order to efcape the confla- 
gration. 

Notwithftanding this \infucqef5fijl attempt, the 
determination ftill continued tp furmount thefe va- 
rious obftacles^ both from th? fpirit pf the comr 
manders, and the abfolute jieccffity of pvercpming 
them. New meafures. were taken, and frelh prepa- 
rations were made for this purpofe. The enemy, 
who faw with what difficulties the accomplilhment 
of this objeft would be attended, neglected nothing 
to increafe them, and to throw additional pbftruftions 
ifx its way. 

The people belonging to the fl^et were pf particu- 
lar fervice upon this occafion. Through a fmall 
and difficult channel on the weft fide of the river, 
they conveyed a number of h^avy pieces of artillery 
to a little ifland within gun-lhot of Mud Ifland, and 
ereded batteries that greatly annpyed iu On the 
jjfteenth of November, it was attagked by the Ifis 
pf fifty, and the Somerfet of fixty guns, and by 
pther veffels mounting heavy cannon. Thefe fe- 
conded fo efFedtually the batteries op the above-, 
mentioned ifland, that after defending themfelves 
vjgoroufly during the whole day, the garrifon of 
J^ud Ifland, perceiving that preparations were ma- 
king to give a general aflault to their w^prks on the 
ijext day, abandoned them in tfte night/ , 

As the works at Red Bank were yet; unreduced, 
Lpr4 Corpwallis crofled the Delaware,^ and advan- 
ced at the head of a confiderable body to attack it ; 
bqt the g^rrifpn withdrew at his approach, and the' 
plape was ^enioliflied, 

Tb^ WQrJcs and forts on all parts of the river being' 
thus reduced, a number pf the enemy's fliipping, 
on feeing themfelves deprived of this proteftion, 
took the opportunity pf the firft dark night, to pafs' 
the batteries ereded ^t Philadelphia unobferved^* 
A a 4 antf 
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and to move farther up the Delaware for their fecn-' 
rity. In order to prevent the remainder front 
cfc^ping in the fame manner the frigate that had 
been taken from them was manned, and fent, with 
fome other armed veffels, to intercept them. — 
They were fo effectually cut off from the retreat 
they had propofed, that to prevent their veffels 
from being captured, they fet them on fire, an4 
abandoned them. They were all burnt, to the 
fiumber of feventeen, among which were two con- 
iiderable floating batteries. 

The news that Philadelphia was in the poffeffion 
of the Rx)yal army, had, in the mean time, fpread 
an univerfal alarm throughout the continent. The 
Northern Colonies, which were mofl: remote from 
danger, and had lately met with fome fignal fuc- 
ceffes, refolved upon this occafion, to ufe their ut- 
moft efforts to enable General Walhington to ftand 
his ground till the expiration of winter ; when they 
doubted not of being able to colled: fuch a force as 
would rejider Philadelphia untenable by the Britilh 
forces. Ihey now fent him a reinforcement of 
four thoufand of their beft men. By their arrival,' 
he found himfelf io ftrengthened, that he advanced 
within fourteen miles of Philadelphia, and fixed 
himfelf in a ftrong encampment near a trail of land 
(ailed White Marlh; 

This motion gf the American General, gave; 
hope to Sir William Howe that he was not difincli- 
ned to make another attempt, fimilar to' that of 
Germantowp, in which cafe a general engagement 
might enfue^ w^iich was an objeft of con'ftant feeking 
Xo the Britilh ^rmy, as well as to their commafader. 

In order to afford General Wafliington fuch an 
opportunity, if he fought one, and to be at hand 
to improve any that offered to attack him, Sir Wil- 
liam Howe marched out of Philadelphia on the 
fourth day of December, * and polled himfelf oppo- 
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fite to the Provincial troops. He varied his pofition: 
feveral times, to draw them, if poffible, from that 
which they had taken ; but they remained immove-; 
^Me, contenting themfeives with frequent ikir- 
mifties, in v(rhich they Were conftantly worded.—* 
Upon thefe occafions, their defeated parties were 
always purfbed clofe up to their lines, with an ift* 
tent to provoke them to coftie forth. But finding 
their determination was to a<St entirely on the defen-- 
live, after reconnoitring every part of the ground 
they occupied, and difcovering it' to be every where 
inacceffible, he refolved to return to Philadelphia, 
in order to refrefh his troops. They had fuffered 
greau ftug^ipMP diriuft , during their ihort excurfion, 
fronrthe feverity of the weather ; having from their 
eagernefs and hopes of coming to immediate aftion 
[with the Provincials, left Philadelphia without 
I their tents, or any other preparation for encamp- 
f ment. 
' His njarch back to Philadelphia waa performed 
in the; afternoon of the eighth of December, leifure- 
ly, and \n prefence of the enemy, who, contrary to 
his wilhes, gave him however no moleftation. The 
difappointment was very grievous to the Britifly 
troops ; as the winter was approaching, they were 
earneftly defirous to clofe the campaign, if not with 
a decifive, at leaft with fome confpicuous aftion, 
that ftiould leave the enemy difcouraged, and weaken 
his endeavours and exertions to harafs and diftrefs 
them, during the inclement feafon they were about 
to experience. 

The laft operation of the Britilh army was to pro- 
cure forage for the winter. A large detachment 
was fent out for that purpofe, which was fuccefs- 
fully accompliihed. After this, nothing remain- 
ed but to provide for the' fafe and comforjtable wea- 
thering out of the winter, by difpofingof the troops 
in fuch a inj^nper as to gqard ag^init th^ furpriies 
• '^ ' "' to 
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to which they were liable in fuch an open place a» 
Philadelphia : it was done accordingly with all pro- 
per diligence and care. 

General Walhington, on the other hand> remo- 
ved his camp from White Marlh, to a place called 
Valley Forge, on the borders, of the Schuylkill, 
about fifteen miles from Philadelphia. It was a po- 
icion full of ftrength and iecurity, from whence he 
could obfervc every motion of the Britifli army, and 
receive the fpeedt^ft information of all that was 
tranfatfling at PbiladeJpiiia, 

Propofing to pafs the winter in this encampment, 
kuts were erefted, in order to enable the Provin^ 
?ial army the better to encounter the rigour of that 
feafon* Nothing (howed the warmth and firmnefs 
of their attachment, both to their General, and to 
the caufe for which they vvere contending, than 
their willingnefs to fubmit to the various hardlhips, 
as well as inconvcniencies of fo uncomfortable a 
ftuation : it difplayecj a refolution and perfeverance, 
which were convincing propfs to all reflefting peo* 
pie, that the war, however f^taUy it might terminate 
for them, would be Qf long duration, were Britain de-^ 
termiued to profccute it until America was entirely 
reduced. The refources of a people who could 
^ar trials aqd fufferings with fp much patience and 
readinefs, were, at all ey^jits confider^blcj and not - 
f:a/}ly eij^haufted^ 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 

Mili^(^ry Operations on the Lakes j and in the Nortberm 
Farts of America. 

1777' 

WHILE thefe tranfadlions were taking place 
in the middle Colonies, events of a much 
.more important and decifive nature happened in the 
Northern Provinces of America. 

The Britiih miniftry had long proje&ed an ex^ 
^nfive line of military operations in this quarter* 
It was an objeft from which the moft fanguine hopes 
had been conceived, and no doubt was entertained 
diat to fucceed here, would enfure fuccefs in every 
pther part of America. 

The four Provinces of New England were confiv. 
dered as the foul and fupporit of the prefent confe-» 
4eracy of America againil Britain. Could an im- 
prelSon be made upon them, it feemed evident that 
eyery other Colony would be almoft equally affedted.. 

In this convidion, a refolution had been taken 
to eniploy the fummer of the prefent year in making 
9 vigqrous and fpirited campaign upon the Lakes^ 
and in the a4joining Provinces. The reduction of 
the firft, would open an entrance into the laft ; they 
Vrere the natpra} barriers of the Northern C9lonies, 
and if they could be fprced, the others, it was pre- 
fumed, would not be able to defend themfelves, 
softer having failed ip \\ip d^ti^nct of fuch a ftrong 
outwork/ 

It was refolded, therefore, to leave nothing un- 
done that could contribute tg |he fuccefs of the ex- 
pedition that was intended, i\. fufEcient number of 
)regi}^r apd veteran troops was provided^ exc#e{it- 
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ly officered, furniflied with a numerous artillery, 
and abundantly fupj)lied with all manner of necei- 
faries. Befides the troops that came from Europe, 
it was expedted that in Canada, from whence this 
expedition was to take its departure, a confiderable- 
afBftance would be found- from the- great number of 
fighting men it was able to afford, who though not 
regularly difciplined, were well acquainted with the 
ufe of arm§, and would be of eflential fervice, froni 
their knowledge of the country, and manner of 
warring. 

To thefe forces was to be added a large propOtt-^^ 
tion of the native Indians. Governor Carlton wasr 
accordingly diredled to exert his influence among 
them for this purpofe. Such was his addrefs and- 
zeal in forwarding this, as he had done every other- 
meafure conducive to the bufinefs in agitation, that, 
what from the refpeft and attachment they profef- 
fed for him, and what from their natural propen-'' 
fity to war and plunder^ their warriors repaired to 
him in multitudes. 

The Britilh troops appointed to this expeditioiv 
^mounted to four thoufand, the Germans to three 
thoufand : the Province of Quebec, exclufive of 
its militia, fupplied large parties of men for the 
works that were carrying on at feveral places, and 
for the tranfporting of ftores, provifions, and bag- 
gage acrofs the rivers, and through the many diffi* 
cult pafles in that country. 

The command of this expedition was given to 
General Burgoyne, an officer of unqueftionable abi- 
lity, and whofe aftive difpofition, and ardour for 
military fame, diftinguilhed him in a particular^ 
manner. 

The officers ernployed under him were men of 
great bravery and experience : — The principal were,' 
General Philips, of the artillery, who had acquired 
great re|)utati6n in Germany ^uring the late war? 

General* 
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<3reii6rals Frazet;, Powell, and Hamilton, all excel- 
lent officers : the German Generals Reidefel and 
Speecht, were both perfons of great profejQional 
merit* 

. The foldiers cornpofing the army under them, 
were well difciplij^ed men; they cam^ freih and 
vigorous from their winter quarters,^ where alF pof- 
fible care had been, taken for the *prefervacion of 
their health, and to prepare them by continual ex- 
ercife for the bufinefs they were going upon. 

In aid to the principal expedition, another was 
• proje&ed on the Mohawk river, under Colonel St* 
1/eger, who ^yas tq be affifted by Sir John Johnfon, 
£bn to the fampus Sir William Johnfon, who had fo 
gj-eatly diftinguiflied himfelf in America during the 
laft war. 

: The firft general encampnient of the army was 
pn the weftern fide of Lake Champlain. Here a de- 
J\itic.,2i, putation of the Indians in alliance with Bri- 
-.^777' tain, was met by General Burgoyne, who 
treated them with a great war-feaft, according to 
the ceremonial eftablifhed among thofe nations. 
- He made a fpeech to them on that occafion full 
©f that ftrength and animation which peculiarly 
fcharadterifed his manner of fpeaking. He exhorted 
Ihen^ to behave with courage and fidelity to their 
friends, and to avoid all barbarity towards their 
enemies. He entreated them to be particularly 
carefjil in diftinguiihing between the adherents and 
the foes to th^ Britifh nation. He earneftly requeft- 
ed that they would put none to death but fuch as 
aftually oppofed them with arms in their hands, 
and to fpare old men, women, children, and pri- 
ibners ; to fcalp only fuch as they had killed in ac- 
tion, and to treat compaffionately the wounded and 
dying. .He promised them a due reward for every 
prifoner they brought in, but affured them he 
1|rouldlook narrowly into every demand for fcalps. 
; . V " Injunc- 
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Injunftions of this kind were uniifualy arid hot 
very acceptable to the ferocious difpofitions of thefe 
Uncivilized multitudes. They were not, however^ 
without effeft ; and though they did not entirely 
prevent, they proved a great reftraint to the perpe- 
tration of their cuftomary barbarities. 

After addreffing the Indians in this manner, si 
declaration was publiihed^ in order to admoniih 
and terrify the Americans, and to induce them to 
lay down their arms, and to return to the obedience 
of the Britilh government, from the profpedt of the 
miferies and horrors they would experience on the 
part of the Indians, now engaged on the fide of Bri* 
tain, and whofe ravages and cruelty it would not be pof- 
fible to controul. He difplayed to them the ftrength 
of that power which was to be employed* againit 
America by fea and land, warning them to ceafe 
a refiftancc that expofed them to fo many calamities, 
and that would probably terminate in the ruin of 
• their country. He promifed to encourage and em- 
ploy all thofe who fliould affift in bringing their* 
countrymen back to their duty, and in re-eftabliih- 
ing the authority of the Britifli government. Aflu- 
rances of proteftion were given, upon the perform- 
ance of certain conditions, to thofe who demeaned 
themfelves peaceably, and did not forfake their habi- 
tations : threatening, at the fame time, fevere treat-^ 
ment to fuch as committed hoftilities, or abetted 
them againft the armies or adherents of Britain. 

After eftablifhing magazines, and fettlmg'an hof* 
pital at Crown Point, the campaign opened by the 
liege of Ticonderoga. The Americans had taken 
^great pains to fortify this poft, already very ftrong 
Dy nature. On the eaftern fliore facing Ticonde* 
roga, which lies on the weft, they had ereSed a 
ftrong fortification on the furamit of a hill, which 
they named Fort Independence : the fides and bot^ 
torn of this hill were ttrengthencd with works well 

furaiibed 
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furnilhed with cannon. The communiGation be- 
tween this poft and the fort at Ticonderoga, was 
jnainrained by a bridge conftrufted over the gut 
where the fort ftands, and through which the water 
from Lake George flows into Lake Champlain. It 
was upheld by twenty-two piers of vaft dimenfions, 
funk into the water at equal diftances : to thefe, 
floats were fattened, fifty foot long, and twelve 
wide ; and the whole was held together by chains 
and rivets of immenfe fize : the fide of the bridge 
towards Lake Champlain, was protected by a boom 
confiding of large pieces of timber, joined together 
with iron bolts and chains of prodigious thicknefs.. 
Both the bridge and boom were juftly confidered as 
9, work of equal induftry and labour. 

In a*lmall bay to the fouthward of this bridge, 
there is a point of land, on which a mountain 
ftands, called Sugar-hill. From this mountain the 
fort of Ticonderoga is overlooked, and effedlually 
commanded. From this motive it was propofed to 
fortify this hill, as a neceflary fecurity to the fort ; 
but the extent of the works they had already erefted, 
induced the Americans to drop the defign, having 
hardly force fufficient to man them properly. The 
ruggednefs of the ground on its fummit and fides^ 
and the difficulty of its accefs, would, it was ima- 
gined, prevent it from being of any ufe to an 
enemy. 

The garrifon of Ticonderoga cohfifted of about 
fix thoufand men, commanded by General Sinclair. 
It was formed partly of continental regulars, ancL 
partly of militia. 

The Britifli army was in two divifions, one upon 
each fide of Lake Champlain. This was occupied 
by the fliapping, which, from the deftrudion of 
the naval force of the Americans in the precediiig 
year, was now in full pofleffion of that Like« 

On 
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On the icGond of July, . the Britiih right wing 
that inarched on the weft of the. Lake, appeared in 
fight of the fort On its approach, the garriibn, 
contrary to expeftation, fet fire to all their out 
works and buildings, and abandoned them without 
making theleaft refiftance. 

The diligence of the Britiih army was fuch^ that 
by the fifth of July, it had eftablilhed every poft ne- 
ceflary to inveft the fort completely, and to cut ofF 
its communication on every fide. 

The negleA and imprudence of the garrifon, in 

not fecuring Sugar-hill, was now manifeft. Not- 

- withftanding its fteepnefs, a road was made up to 

its very fummit, which was levelled for the con- 

ftruftion of a battery. 

, On fight of thefe preparations, a council was 
held by the American commanders ; in wbieh it was 
reprefentcd, that their whole efFeftive force was not 
fufficieat to man one half of the works ; and that as 
.it was not poflible for it to remain upon continual 
duty, no efteftual defence could be made ; that as 
the place would be completely furrounded in twen- 
ty-four houfs, it ought immediately to be aban- 
doned, in order to fave the troops. This reprefea* 
tJition being admitted by the cfouncil, the fort was 
evacuated that very night. The baggage, and what 
artillery and ftores could be carried off,, were fent 
away by water to Skenelborough, a place to the 
fouth of Lake George ; while the troops took the 
road to it by land. 

As foon as morning difcovercd their flight, they 
July 6, were immediately purfued. General Bur- 
i *777' goyne followed them by . water, :after de- 
flroying the boom and bridge, which the Americans 
had conftruifled to prevent the paffage of any Ihip- 
ping from Lake Champlain to LakeGeorgeu It harf 
coft'them, befides a prodigious expcnae, pear ai 
whole twelvemonths labour j but it was fo quickly 

demolifli^d 
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aemoliihed by the feamen belonging to the Britiih' 
fquadron, that the paffage was completely cleared 
before nine in the mornitig for the largeft' frigates. 
The purfuit was continued with fuch expedition^ 
that before three in the afternoon, the van of 
the fquadron came up with the gallies that guard- 
ed the boats with the baggage* Two of therri 
were taken, and three blowii up; Hereupon the 
enemy fet fire to their boats, and theil to the works 
and jother conftrudtions at Skenefborough Falls, 
where they landed ; after which they retired to the 
woodsi 

This was a total and decifive defeat i they loft all 
their baggage, ammunition, ftores, and provifionsi 
The boats that contained them^ were all donfumed, 
to the number of two hundred. The artillery taken 
from therfi^ was no lefs than one hundred and thirty ' 
pieces* 

. The main body that had fet bhi by land for 

Skenefborough, was clofely p\:frfued by General 

July 7, Frazer. He overtook it on the fecond 

1777* day of its march, at five in the morning. 
Expe&ing to be attacked, the enemy had taken a 
ftrong poft. The Provincials were commanded by 
Colonel Francis, one of the beft officers in their fer-^ 
vice. He had chofen his ground fd judicioufly, 
that notwithftanding the great condudt and intrepi- 
dity with which he was attacked by General Frazer, 
he maintained his poft with fuccefs, till General 
Reideiel arrived at the head of a large body of Ger- 
mans* Until the coming up of this reinforcement, 
the fuperiority of number was fo large on the fide of 
the Americans, that they had almoft overpowered 
General Frazer ; but they now could ftand their 
ground no longer* Their commander being (lain, 
whofe courage and fteadinefs had enabled them to 
make fo ftrong and refolute a defence, they were en- 
tirely broken, and fled precipitately on all fides* 

Vol,. II. No. 14* Bb Befides 
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Beitdes Colonel Francis^ maii|r otfa^ officers tverer 
killed, and above two hundred foMiers : as many 
were made prifoaen^, with feventeen officers, in« 
eluding a Cqlonelr Their wounded were more than 
fix hundred, many of whoilt flying to the woods^ 
periihed there for want of Aeceffaries, and through 
inability to quit them in theit heipte£i cohdition* 
The loTs of tbe Royal army^pn this occafion was not 
confiderable ; only one officer of note was killed^ 
Major Grant, a very braye and deferving man in 
his profeffion* 

General Sinclair^ with the van of the^ Americaift 
atmy, was now at CaAletoWn^ about fix miles dif- 
t2|Dt from the place of the engagement. Upon in- 
telligen<:e of Colonel Francis being flain, and his^ 
party defeated, together with the difefter at Skencf* 
borough Fails, apprehenditig that he fliould be in- 
tercepted, if he proceeded towards fort Anne, he 
thought ft fafeft to rep^r to the wbods, that lid itv 
tbe intermediate Cj^e between tkat fort and the con- 
tiguous parts of New. England. 

After taking pbfleffion of ^cenefborougb. Gene- 
ral Burgoyne detached Colonel Hill, with the ninth 
regiment^ towards fixt Afime, in order to waylay 
fuch of the enemy as were retrdttmg to tlutt place» 
On his march thither, he fell in with a body of the 
enemy, near fix times as numerous as his own* They 
attack^ him with great fury, and endeavomed t<> 
furround him : this obliged htm to withdraw to '^ 
more advantageous fituation, in orderio prevent 
them from executing their de6gn> He chaiiged his 
ground accordingly, withfo nfiuch judgment^, and 
with fuch txadlnefs of difciptine, and coolnefs- 
of valour, that after an attadt that lafted three 
hours, and was fupported with jgteat vigour., the ene- 
my was obliged to retire with fo much loft.,, that 
defpairing, after fo fevere a repulfe, to ht alile tot 
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fhafccaoy ftand at fort Anne, they fct it Ota fire, and 
withdrew to fort Edward on the river Hudfon* 
' In allthcfe different engagements, though fome 
of them were very warm, and the conflift fpiritedly 
tnaintamecJ by the enemy, yet the lofs in killed aria 
wovinded di^ not exceed tWo hundred men, on thd 
fide of the Royal army. 

Thcfe fijcceffe$ had a prodigious effedt on the^ 
jnmds of thofe who obtained them. They made no 
doubt of carrying them to the utmoft extent of their 
Wilhes and intents. On the other hand it highly 
alarmed the Americans, and rendered them ex* 
tremely anxious what m,eafures to take in order to 
iiop theprogrefs of the viAorious army, which now 
threatened to overrun aU the northern Colonies. 

Ita the midft of this good fortune, it wa? no fmall 
mortification to General Burgoyne, that he could 
not improve it with that diligence which w^s requi- 
fite to make it complete. He was now under the 
nccefiity of tarrying at Skenelborough, till the ar- 
rival of the tents, field equipage, and provifions, 

^hat no time, however, might be loft, indefa* 
tigable labour was exerted in clearing pafliages, and 
making roads through the country about fort Anne, 
in order to proceed againft the enemy. The fame 
diligence was ufed in removing the fallen trees and 
the ftopes funk in the water, with the many other 
dbftacles thrown by the enemy along the extent of 
Wood Creek, the ftream that flows from fort Anne 
to Lake George^. ' This was a tedious, but necef- 
fary work, as it was through this channel the ftores^ 
artillery, and all the heavy incumbrances were to ' 
be conveyed. The fame fatigue was undergonjj 
in bringing the gufi> and tne provifion boats 
over land, from the various lakes, creeks, and rit- 
vers, into others. The toil was aftoniihing j Jbut 
the fpirit thai accompanied it was not lefs. 

B b 6 WhHc 
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While Gcnetai Burgoyne was accelerating tttf 
preparations f equiiite to purfue his expedition, the 
American General, Schuyler, was at fort Edward^ 
efopioyed in coUe&ing the militia from 4l the ad* 
jacent parts, in order to compofe a force fufficient 
to make a (land at this place. Hither the broken 
remains of the defeated armv, repaired with their ^ 
General, after taking a week's circuit through the 
woods, in order to avoid the Britiih detachments 
that were exploring the country. They had fuffered 
great diftrefs from want of provifions, and necefla^ 
ries t;o ihelter them from the continual rains that 
fell during their march. 

The country between Skenefborough and fort 
Edward, was fo interfperfed with woods, creeks, and 
moralTes, and the natural difEcuIties had been fo in- 
<}uftrioully augmented by every impediment which 
the enemy could contrive, that it was with the ut- 
moft pains and fatigue, the Royal army was able to 
^ork a paffage through it* . Immepfe trees felled 
for that purpofe, interfered all the roads and paths, 
and the watry grounds and marflies were fo thickly 
fpread, that it was neceffary to conftruft no lefs than 
forty bridges toxrofs them* One of thefe bridges 
extended near two miles- 

' Oeneral Burgoyne's match through this wilder- 
nefs, met with very little impediment from the 
American troops. .They attacked his people while 
at work to remove the obltrufl:ions they had conti- 
nually to encounter ;. but as they were no more than 
ftraggling detachments, they could make no impref- 
iion, and were eafily repulfed. 

It was not, however, till the end of July, that 
ke reached fort Edward. The diftarice from this 
place, to that where he begun fo laborious a march, 
was fmall ;• but the obftacles were.fuch, that it was 
an objedt of aftonilhment, how he could arrive thir 
ther in fo fliort a tune* . 

Another 
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Another route might have been taken, lefs fub- 
Jeft to fo many difEcukies. He might have return* . 
«d to Ticonderoga, and proceeded by Lake George 
to the fort of that name, fituated at its head. From 
thence the road to fort Edward, is broad and firm 
enough to admit of wheel carriages. Buti as the 
greatnefs of the difficulties did not appear at firft, 
and the return to Ticonderoga might have been con- 
ftrued as a retreat, the apprchenfion of cooling the 
ardour of his own people by fuch a movement, on the 
one hand, and of reviving the fpirits of the Ame* 
ricans on the other, made it feem more eligible to 
fnrmount the hardihips that prefented themfelves in 
this arduous undertaking, than to fufier the enemy 
to fay, that he had Ihrunk from it out of dread of 
the oppofition he expeded on their part. 

To this it was added, that the rtfiftance which 
would probably have been made at fort George, 
might have occafioned no lefs delay, than the mea- 
fure which was adopted ; but that when the garri- 
fon of that place perceived its retreat muft be wholly 
cut off by the Royal army's prefent line of march, 
it would not dare to remain in that poft. They 
abandoned it accordingly, after burning the veffels 
they had on the Lake, and retired to fort Edward ; 
the garrifpn of which followed their example, and 
withdrew to Saratoga, as foon as they were apprized 
of the Britilh army's approach. 

Thus, after ftruggling with an immenfe variety 
of toil and obftrudtions. General Burgoyne found 
himfelf at laft on the banks of Hudfon's river, fo 
long the objedt of his earneft wiihes. He was now 
in poffeffion of all the country^between fort Edward 
and the city of Quebec. His communicauon was 
open and free from all interruption, with the pofts 
he had fettled along that vaft extent. A large quan- 
tity of ftores and provifions was already arrived at 
fort Gorge, fpr the ufe of his army, which was now 
Bb 3 employed 
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emplofed in convd^ing them from that place^ to* 
eether with the artillery, the boats, aad other heavy 
lacumbrances that were necefiary for their further 
(Hfogrefst 

Notwithftanding the general confternation that 
was now fpread throughout New England, the peo- 
ple did not exprefs the leaft inclination to offer terms 
of fubmiffion to the conqueror^ In the midft of the 
terrors and anxiety which the advancing of fo for^ 
midable an trn>y occafioned, their attention was 
wholly occupied with the methods of making an 
cffeftual refinance. 

The Provincial afihnblies behaved oa this occa^ 
fioa with afirmnefs and prefenceof mind, which loft 
fight of none of the refources that were left them : 
they were ftill many. The extenfive trafts that ky 
between them and the Britiih army, afforded innu- 
merable fituations to retard its motions, and the 
hardihips with which it had already been obliged 
to contend, and at fuch pains to funiK)unt, were 
an ample earneft of the difficulty it would (till 
find in penetrating further. The lapfe pf time 
tdkcn up in this manner, would allow them full lei* 
fure to put themfelves in readinefs to meet the 
efiemy upon advantageous terms, when he could no 
longer be avoided. 

In purfuanceof this, the militia was raifed every 
where, and drafts made out of it to join the forces 
at Saratoga. The readinefs and number of thofc 
who turned qvtt as volunteers upon this occafion^ 
was remarkable, and was confidered as an omen of 
the moft aufpicious nature, as it fhewed they by no 
means difpaired of the caufe ; and that in cafe of 
neceffity, fupplies of men would not be wanting^ 
By thefe means their troops at Saratoga began to re- 
cover from the apprehenfions with which the fuc-» 
cefTes of the Britiih army had flruck them, and to 
PXPrt thcmJfeivcs in thwartijng its opcracions, . . 

In 
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& order ta give them further encouragement, 
they placed an officer at their head, in whom the 
American troops, from his tried ^ourage^^nd capa- 
city, juftly placed the higheft confidence. This 
was General Arnold. He repaired to Saratoga with 
a good train of artillery, and took the command 
gr^itly to their fatisfadxon. 

iBtelligence was brought to him upon his arrival, 
that Cc^onel St* Leger, who had bdfen detached 
iipon a feparate expedition to the Mohawk river, 
iiadmade an alarming progrefs there, and if not 
checked, would.become adangerous neighbour^ as 
he would be foon at hand to co-operate with, as well 
as to receive affiftance from General Burgoyne. 

To obviate this danger. General Arnold re- 
moved from Saratoga to Still- water, a place lying 
midway between Saratoga and the junftion of the 
Mohawk river with that of Hudfon. 

In the mean time, the apprehenfions of thpfe who 
had been averfe to the employing of the Indians in 
the Britilh army, began to be juftified. Notwith- 
Handing the care and precautions taken by General 
Burgoyne to prevent the efFefts of their barbarous 
difpofitioo, they were fomctimes carried to an excefs, 
that ihocked his humanity the more, as it was to- 
tally out of his power to controul them in the,de- 
gree that he had hoped and propofcd. The out- 
rages they eommitted, were fuch as proved highly 
detrimental to the Royal caufe. Tliey fpared nei- 
ther friend nor foe, and exercifed their ufual cruel- 
ties with very little attention to the threats that were 
held out in order to reft rain and deter them. 

Several inftances of this nature happened about 
that time, which contributed powerfully to alienate 
the minds of many from the caufe in which they 
ferved^i One was recorded in particular, that 
equally ftruck botH parties With horror. A young 
lady, the daughter of Mr. Macrea, a zealous Roy- 
Bb 4 alift. 
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alift^ being on her way to the Britiih army, whereihe 
was to have been married to an officer^ unhappily 
fell into the hands of the Indians, who, without re- 
garding her youth and beauty, murdered her .with 
many circumftances of barbarity. 

Scenes of this nature ferved to render the Royal 
party extremely odious. However the Americans 
might be confcious that they were as ofFenfive, and 
as much abhorred by their enemies, as by them- 
fclves, (till they could not forgive them the accept- 
ing of fuch auxiliaries, as mufl necelfarily difgrace 
the beft caufe. 

The refentment occafioned by the cpndud: of the 
Indians, and no lefsthe dread of being expofed to 
their fury, helped confiderably to bring recruits 
from evjery quarter to the American army. It was 
confidered as the only place of refuge and fecurity 
at prefent. The inhabitants of the t rafts contiguous 
to the Britjlh army, took up arms almoft univer- 
fally. The prefer vat ion of their families was now. 
become an objeft of immediate concern. As the 
country was populous, they flocked in muUitudes 
to General Arnold's camp ; and he foon foynd hini- 
felf at the head of an army, which, though conr^- 
pofed of militia, and undifcipUne^ men, was ani- 
mated with that fpirit of indignation and revenge, 
which fo often fupplies all piilitary deficiencies. 

The Provincial AflembHes vyere^ not deceived in 
their expeftation of thofe obftaples^ which wou\d 
continue to oppofe the Britifli arms. The troop? 
encampejl alpng thip fludfon, under General Bur- 
goyne, were now undergoing hardlhips and fatigues 
without any profpedl of alleviation. Fpm the end 
of July, to the middle of Auguft, their whole time 
was taken up in forwarding the boats, provifipns, 
and many other neceffaries, both for fubfiftence 
and warlike operations, from fort George to their 
carnp on Hudfon's river. The^diftancewas not 
^ ' ' ' / ' * * * 'great 
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great^ being lao more than twenty miles ; but the 
labQur was. cxceffive, and very difcouraging from 
the little ^ fTedt it produced : the roads in many 
places lay through vai): ileeps, and in others had 
been damaged or deftroyed. A very fmall propor- ^ 
tion of the horfes was come, that were to have been 
furniflied in Canada : they were unavoidably re* 
tarded by the length and perpetual difficulties o£a 
journey, that was to be takers through fuch an un- 
ceafing and perplexing viciffitude of mountains, fo* 
refts, lakes, fwamps, and rivers, fpattered along 
a country, in many parts uncultivated and wild. 
No more than about one hundred oxen had been 
procured, of which if was neceffary to en^ploy ten 
and fometimes twelve, to draw a fingle batteau^ fo 
heavy and deep the roads were become, thrqugh 
the exceffive wetnefs of the feafon. In fifteen days 
pf the hardefl: labour, no more than ten boats were 
got afloat in Hudfon's river, and there was only 
four days provifion before-hand in the camp. Thus 
it began to be apprehended, ..that it would prove lit*- 
terly imprafticable to form a magazine fufficient to 
fupply the army with provifions during the future 
operations of the campaign, as they found it fp 
difficult to provide for its daily fubfiftence. 

Thi§ want qf refqurces was an equal motive of" 
difcouragemgnt to the Britifli army, and of encour- 
.agement to the A^^ericans. It was not doubted 
^mong them, that this alone would be an unfur- 
ipountabje impediment, and totally obviate the ex- 
ertions that would otherwife have refulted from the 
Britiih General's well-known abilities and valour. 

While he was pondering in what manner to re- 
medy thefe alarming preflures, he was informed 
that Colonel St- Leger had penetrated as far as Fort 
Stanwix, and was clofely befieging it. This fug- 
gefted an idea qf moving forward inftantly. Were 
the enemy to retire to the Mohawk river, he would 
fhen be. placed between the army under his com- 
' mand, 
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mandy and the forces under Colonel St. Leger^ 
and liable to an attack from either .fide. By fuch 
a retreat the road would alfo lie open to Albany^ 
between which and the American armv^ his ow^ 
would then hare an opportunity of polling itfelf. — •• 
In this fituation the American General would be 
compelled either to fight him^ or to cr(^s the Hud ^^^ . 
fon, in order to fecurc his retreat into New Eng- 
land. But Ihould he, on the Britifh army^s advan- 
cing in the manner propofed, withdraw diredlly to- 
wards Albany^ the country on the Mohawk would 
lie open, and he might form a jundion with Colo* 
oel St. Leger, to the manifeft advantage of what* 
ever attempts they might think proper to niakt 
conjointly. 

Such was the plan conceived by General Bur- 
goyne in the prefent jundure* But the obftru6lions 
to the executing of it, or almoft any other, ftili 
continued. The conununication with Fort George 
was neccffary to be preferved at all events, and at 
whatever distance he advanced. But the number 
of troops that would be requifite to form fo long a 
chain of communication, and to guard the convoys 
of provifions, and other neceffaries, on their way 
to the main body, would fo weaken his army, as 
to render its ftrength totally inadequate to any great 
exertions ; and unlefs the numbers thus employed 
were confiderable, they would be inefFedual, as a 
ftrong body of the enemy lay within a few hour'i 
march, ready upon the firft opportunity, to inter^ 
cept any party that was not of fome force. 

This want of neceffaries was the more mortify-* 
ing, as the Provincial camp was furniihed with 
them in the greateft abundance. Its fupplies came 
from the frontiers of New England, to a place cal- 
led Bennington, little more than twenty miles dif- 
tant from the banks of the Hudfon. Here a copif 
ous magazine had been formed for the Provincial 
army, from whiph they drew their neceffaries when 

they 
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t^y were wanted. It was well guarded by a an* 
tne^ous body of militia. 

This magazine lying at no great diftance, Gene<*. 
rsd Burgoyne formed the deiign of feizing^it by far-^ 
prize. The poileffion of fo confiderable a fupply^ 
would enable him to proceed without any delay to^ 
waffls the enemy, and to profecute the main obje^ 
of his expedition. 

He fel^^Sted for this bufinefs Colonel Baum, ^ 
German officer of great bravery, who fet out at the 
head of five hundred men, two hundred of whom 
were Germans, of his own chufing. To be read/ 
at hand for the fupport of this party, the arm/ 
marched up the eaftetn fliorcof the Hijidibn river^ 
and encamped almoft abreaft of Saratoga, with the 
river between it and that place. An advanced party 
was pofled at Batten Kill, lying between the can^p. 
and Bennington, in order to fupport that of Colo« 
tiel Baum. 

At the time he fet forward, a detachment of the 
enemy was conducing a large fupply of cattle ai\d 
provifion to their can^p ; thefe he feized, and fent 
to the Britifli quarters. He could not, however, 
proceed with that expedition which was neceffary to 
lurprize the enemy, from the badnefs of the roads, 
and other deficiencies. They difcovered his defign, 
^nd they prepared to receive him. 

Being informed that thpir force was greatly fu- 
perior to his, he halted, and having taken an adr 
vantageous pofition, he fent notice of his fituation 
to the General, who difpatched Colonel Brey- 
man to his affiftance. This officer halted with all 
fpeed to the fupport of his countryman; but the 
fame caufe that had prevented Colonel Baum from 
furprifing the Provincials, now prevented Colonel 
Breyman from arriving in time to affift him : the 
continual rains had fo deepened the roads, that the 
grtijlery could bardly be got forward, and the de- 
tachment 
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taehment did not advance more than twenty-four 
miles from eight in the morning, to four in the 
afternoon of the following day. 

General Starke, who commanded at Bennington, ' 
with Colonel Warner, on receiving intelligence of 
the rcfpedtive fituatioa of both parties, faw the ne- 
ceffity of attacking the firft, before it could effed a 
Auguft i6j junction with the laft. He advanced upon 
. i777» Colonel Baum with the utmoft diligence, 
and inclofed him on all fides. A body of Proyii>- 
cial Loyaiifts, who made part of his detachment, on 
the approach of the Aniericans, would have per- 
fqaded him that they were Loyaiifts like themfelves, 
coming up to join him ; but their miftake was foon 
difcovered. The defences he had haftily raifed 
were forced, after a valiant refiftance, and the great- 
eft part of his detachment, overpowered by num- 
bers, made the beft of their way to the woods. — * 
But he was fo completely furrounded with his coun- 
trymen, that they found it impoffible to efcape. — 
In this fituation, after expending all their ammuni-' 
tion, they drew their fabres,.and bravely charged the 
Americans, with the Colonel at their head. But 
fortune did not fecond their valour ; they were borne 
down by fuperiority of number, and were all either 
killed or taken, with their Colonel, who did not 
furrender till he was wounded and difablefi. 

Unhappily for Colonel Breyman, he was at this 
time puftiing forwards, in. order to join the de- 
feated party, the difafter of which he had no in- 
formation of. It was about four in the afternocm 
when be reached the ground on which the engage- 
ment had happened, and found himfelf aflailed 
on ail fides. Though his men were much haraffedl 
and fatigued, they received the enemy with great 
fpirit, repulkd and drove them from their pofts ; 
but their fuperior multitude enabling them to' pour 
in frefh reinforcements, they recovered theit ground; 
* - and 
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cmd . compelled Breyman*s party to retire. This, 
however, they did not do till they had fired forty 
rounds a man, after which, wanting ammunitionj 
they withdrew under cover of the night. 

Five or fix hundred men were, loft in thefe twd 
aftions, moft of whom were made prifoners. But 
tliis lofs was nothing when compared to the dimi- 
nution of that dread in which the Provincials had 
held the Britilh and German troops Until this un- 
fortunate event. It filled them with courage, and 
with hope of ftill further fucceflfes : it taught them 
that regular and difciplined foldiers were not ailways 
fure of vidory ; it removed, in Ihort, all their fears, 
and infpired them with a boldnefs and confidence 
.which they had never felt till this day. 

Nor was the news received by the Britilh army 
without anxiety. Accuftomed to fuccefs ever fince 
the commencement of ^e ca(npaign, they were not 
'^ little furprized at this|inexped:ed check. Though 
it did not diminilh their courage, nor abate their 
Jardour, it fomewhat cooled tliat unbounded confi- 
dence of vidory, which had induced them t6 look 
upon the enemy with contempt. 

During thefe tranfaftions, Colonel St. Leger was 
preffing with great vigour the fiege of Fort Stan- 
Auguft 6, wix. A convoy of provifions, with an ef- 

1777* cort of eight or nine hundred men, marched 
to its relief. The Colonel detached Sir John John- 
fon, with a confiderable force, to way-lay them 
upon their rnarch. They fell into the ambulh ; 
four hundred were flain, two hundred taken, and 
the remainder efcaped with great difficulty. 

The Colonel did not negle<9: this opportunity of 
trying to intimidate the garrifon into a furrender. 
He reprefented the Provincial ftrength as entirely 
broken throughout the Northern Provinces, and 
that General Burgoyne had penetrated to Albany, 
where he was now receiving the fubmiffion of all 

* the 
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the neigbbouring diftriAs. iHc reminded them of 
the danger to be apprehended from the Indians in 
his army, were the place to be taken by affault, ancf 
bow hard a taik it would be to reflrain them from 
mailacreing every perfon that fell into their hands^ 
in revenge for the number of theit countrymen wlut 
bad fallen in the attack of the convoy. 

Butthefe reprefentations had no tfft& on the 
garrifon : the Governor, Colonel Ganfevort, a vcrjr 
refolute man, made anfwer, that he would main- 
tain the fort as long as his men would fland by him, 
and that be was not to be intimidated by threats 
from the difcharge of his duty* 

The Colonel was much difappointed in his ex*^ 
peAations of the condition of r ort Stanwix. It 
was in a much better flate bf defence than it had 
been reported, and the garrifon confifted of feled- 
cd men. The number of regular troops he had 
with him, was not fufficient to.make any impreffions 
of terror on their minds ; and the Indians, of whonl 
great part of his force confifted, were daily becom- 
ing more ungovernable, from the diflatisfadtion 
they felt at the lofs of their countrymen in the late 
engagement, and the little hopes they entertained 
of getting any plunder, which was the only motive 
that induced them to join the Britifti forces. In- 
ftead of being difpirited, the garrifon, headed by 
Colonel Willet, the fecond in command, made fe- 
veral fuccefsful fallies. This bold and enterprifing 
officer undertook, with one more, a moft daring 
and dangerous attempt. He ventured out of the 
fort, eluded the vigilance of the enemy, and tra- 
verfed a country filLpd with Indian parties on the 
look-out, in order to haften the relief that was fo 
much wanted. 

In this difagreeable fituation, a report was brought 
to Colonel St. Leger by the Indians, that General 
Acnold was approaching at the head of two thou- 
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iand men to attack the befiegers. Upon this he af- 
furcd them, that he would giv^him the meeting 
with the Britifh troops under his command, and 
that he would fahhfully ftand by them, if they 
would perfonn their part, and accompany him to 
action. To fliow them that he was in earneft, he 
took their chiefs with him to pitch upon the ground 
where to meet the Provincials. But wWle he 
was ftriving to encourage and prevail upon them 
to remain true to their engagements, further intel- 
ligence was brought that C^neral Burgoyne had beca 
defeited with great flaughter, and was now flying 
before the Provincial army. Hereupon numbers of 
the Indians immediately defcrted him, and the re^ 
inainder threatened to follow, if he did not him- 
felf break up the fiege and retire. 

A remonftrance of this nature obliged the Colo- 
nel to affent to their demands. A retreat was in- 
ftantly made ; but from the unhappy circumftances 
to which this behaviour of the Indians hid reduced 
him, it was attended with fo much precipitation 
and diforder, that the tents, with part of the artil- 
lery and ftores, were loft. He was not without ap- 
J>rehenfions that they harboured finifter defigns re- 
pcding his own people. His fears were juft ; — 
they plundered the boats of then* ftores and provi- 
fions, and carried off the baggage belonging to the 
officers ; and they robbed and maflacred all the ftrag- 
glers that were at ^ diftance from the main body. — 
This unfort\mate event happened on the twenty- 
fecond of Auguft. 

The report fpread by the Indians to compel the 
Britifti troops to raife the fiege of Fort Stanwix, was 
not without foundation. General Arnold was ad- 
vancing with two thoufand men to attack the be- 
fiegers. He was himfelf, with eight or nine hund- 
red, haftenihg forwards with all fpccd ; and in or- 
der to come upon them unawares, he had travcrfed 

the 
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the woods^ hoping ta furprize tbcra before they 
could make good fktiv retreat. But he did not at- 
* rive till two day^-after the fiege had been raifed. 

The failure^oY the expedition againft Fort Stan^ 
wix, together with the defeat at Bennington^ were 
very fevece blows to the Britifh intereft in thofa 
parts. They animated the Americans to a furpri* 
fing degree* They began now confidently t<> pra- 
mife themfelves that General Burgeyne binifelf 
would fhare the fame fate as his ofEcers. 

He ftill continued in his camp in the neighbour- _ 
hood of Saratoga, where he was exerting himfelf in 
forwarding ilores, and requifites of a|l ^inds frem 
Lake George, intending, as foon as he had laid in sL 
fufficient dock, to march diredtly in queft of the . 
enemy, and endeavour to force his way through all 
obilru^ionr. 

Mavipg, with indefatigable pains, amaffed .pro- 
vilions, and other neceflaries, in fufficient quantity 
to laft out a month, he threw a bridge of boats on. 
the Hudfon, and croffed his army over in the mid^ 
die of September, encamping it on the hills and 
plains about Saratoga. The enemy was then at 
Still-water, under the command of (jeneral Gates, 
an officer upon whofe profeffional knowledge and 
experience the Americans placed very great de- 
pendence. 

In General Burgoyne^s progrefs towards the 6ne-^ , 
my, the woodinefs of the country obftrufted him 
continually, and the creeks and fwamps were fo nu- • 
merous, that much of his time was taken up in con- 
ftrufting bridges, and in repairing thofe which had 
been deltroyed. As foon as he approached the Pro- 
vincial aany, he determined to make an attack.-— 
He put himfelf at the head of the central divifion 
of his army. General Frazer and Colonel Breymaa 
were on his right, and Generals Philips and Reide- 
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^i oi his left. In this order 1;^ inarched to the 
Vnemy on the nineteeath of September4 

The Americansi elatdd with their iate fuocelles^ 
tiid not upon this occafion wait to be attacked. Thqr 
marched out of their camp^ and advanced upon the 
tentral dirifiou, which they engaged with a firai* 
nefs and refolution that had nerer before been ex:- 
perienced from them^ General Arnokl, lately re-^ 
turned from his expedition to the Mohawk river, 
had a principal Ihare in the tranfaftions of this day. 
At the head of a divifion compofed of his beft foF^ 
diers, he directed his attack chiefly on three regi- 
•ments, the pofition of which expofed them moft^ 
and upon which, for that reafon, he hoped to mak« 
the readier impreffion; thefe were the twentieth, 
twenty *firft, and fixty-fecond. With the moft in- 
trepid and foldier-like perfeverance, they maintain- 
4Bd their ground againft the repeated efforts of far fu- 
pcrior numberSj which were continually tefrelhed, 
^nd affailed them with unabated fury* The burthen 
©f the day fell upon them, and they continued enga-* 
ged till fun-fet* General Frazer, on the right, ren-^ 
dered them occafionally good fervice ; but he could 
only do it by detacbed parties* The poll he occu- 
pied was of too much confequence to be relinquiih* 
*ed ; a large body of the enemy lay in a wood front-^^ 
ing him, watching an opportunity to feize it. 

General Philips, fwho commanded on the left, 
»on hearing of the danger to which thofe rcgifricnts 
as well as the central divifion were expofed, pierced 
through a wood that lay between, aad came up to 
■their affiftanCe at a very critical juncture* General 
Arnold was preffing them fo vigoroufly, that the/ 
M^ere almoft borne down with the weight of nuih- 
•bers. By this feafonable help they were enabled to 
Tcfift him. The artillery brought up by General 
JJhilips was of effential fervice upon this occafipn ; 
it did fuch execution among the ei^emy, that though 
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they cohtiqued the fight, it was no longer With the 
feme violence with which it had begun. The arri- 
val of General Reidefel, who followed General 
Philips, with another part of the left wing, com- 
pleted the fuccefs which had been gained. He 
charged the enemy fo efFeAually, that they began 
gradually to give way ; they did not however to- 
tally retire till on the very clofc of day, after having 
maintained a well-fought aftion from three in the 
afternoon. 

This was a real battle on both fides. Hitherto 

the Provincial troops had been cautious of engaging 

without the ProteAion of works and defences ; ' but 

they now came forth undauntedly, and encountered 

the Royal army upon equal ground. The conflid: 

was kept up near five hours with good order, cour- 

age, and a degree of obftinacy that had never been 

.expeAed, and excited, on that account, the more 

furprize and alarm. It was now forefeen, that in- 

ftead of a flying and difpirited enemy, they would 

-have a numerous and refolute army to encounter, 

equally with themfelves difpofed to (land their 

ground, and commanded by chiefs whofe activity 

and fpirit they found, from experience, would leave 

.iio advantage unimproved^ 

The loft on both fides was fevere ; but the greater 
number fell on that of the Provincials, of whom 
upwards of fifteen hundred were computed to have 
been killed and wounded. The lift of the flain and- 
wounded in the Britilh army did not exceed, three 
hundred and thirty. Among thofe. Britifli officers 
^who diftinguifhed themfelves^ were Generals Fraz^ 
and Hamilton, to whom much of the honours of the 
day were due. Captain Joi\es of the artillery, who 
was flain, did eminent fervice. After keeping pof- 
feffion of the field of battle during the night, the 
Britilh army took poft in the morning in front of 
the enemy and within cannon-ihot of his lines. 

But 
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' But though the d^y was won, this aAioti produ- 
ced detrimental confequences. The firft was a vifi- 
^le dimunition of the alacrity of the Indians in th<^ 
Britifh army. The expedlations of plunder by 
which they had been attracted, began now to fail 
them entirely. They faw nothing before them but 
hardihips and warfare* Thefe \yere tio ihdtives td 
retain a people fo little ihterefted in the quarrel be- 
tween Britain and her Colonies ; arid from this pe-' 
riod they gradually deferted in fuch numbers, that 
in a ihort time they were almoft reduced to nothing. 

Little more fidelity was experienced on the part 
of the Canadians, or even the Coldnift^ who had 
joined the Britifh troops. They alfo withdrew by 
degrees, as fbon as they began to perceive that the 
reuftance of the Americans would prove more for* 
inidable than it had been at firft expected. 

Thefe various defertion^ happened at a time when 
their fidelity and conftahcy were tnore than ever 
wanted, and proved the more mortifying^ asanaci 
ceffipn of ftrength had been promifed aind depended 
upon, from both thefe quarters, at the very feafon 
when they broke their w6rd ih fo ignominious a 
manner; 

Biit excluiive of thefe, other fuccours df much 
more importance had been hoped for by the Britifh 
General. From the firfl ^ c.ommencetnent of his ex- 
.J>edition, hef had prorhifed hitnfelf a flrong reiri- 
forcenient from that part of the Britifh army which 
was ftatioried at New York. *He relied dri Its being 
able to make its wajr to Albany, and td join him 
there* Such a juhftioii, hfe doubted not^ would 
have giveh a decifive turn to all his futufe dpera- 
tions, and completed the intent of his expedition. ^ 

In this juhdure, he received a lettef from Sit* 

,|4enry Clinton, who theri cdmrnslnded iri chief at 

New York. It was written in cypher, and through 

feany difficulties and dangers of interception^ was 
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at icngth Tafeiy conveyed to his hanAs. tt infotrtie^ 
him, that Sir Henry Cliilt6A intended to make i 
dlveriion in his favour on the North Rtver, by art 
attack on Fort Montgomery, and other places of 
ilrength^ lately conttrufted by thfc Provincials, iii 
order to /bar the paffage to Albatiy^ 

Tiiis intelligence did not hold out fuch eflfeftirat 
affiftance as General Burgoyne had ke^t in view J 
neverthelefs it afforded him hope, that hy fuch i 
diverfion as was propofed, General Gates W^ould ht 
compelled to make large detachments from his ar- 
my, in order to oppofe the operations on the North 
River : this would, of coiirfe, weaken that Gene* 
raVs army, and facilitate the pr<:^refs of his own, ^ 

In return to the letter he had received, he dif- 
patched to Sir iHenry Clintofi, f6me tfirfty perfonS, 
fecretly, and in difg-uife, and who all went by dif- 
ferent ways, with a full account 6f his prefent fitu- 
aiion ; urging him to a fpeedy execution of the di- 
vcrfion he had propofed, and informing him that he 
jwas provided with fufficient neceffaries, to hold out 
in his prefent pofition, till about the middle of 
October; till which time he was determined to 
maititain it, in expeftationof a change of circum- 
ftances in his favour. 

The American artny under GenerarGates, wak 
in the mean time continually encrea'fing, through 
the arrival of all the militia, and continental troop^ 
' that could poffibly b«^fpared. The New SnglanA 
people were duly confcious how much their all wa's 
at ftake, and were at the fame time perfuaded that 
an opportunity was now prefenting itfelf, which, if 
judicioufly managed, would prove one of the moft 
aufpicious that fortune had yet thrown into their 
hands for the benefit of the common caufe. 

In this idea nothing was omitted to improve it to 
the utmoft. Exclufive of the troops and militia, 
yolunteers of all ranks appeared oh this occ*afloi>, and 
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n Vfrj^tt}Xh for ike ftrviqe of ?he p\;^blic wa^ ip^nj- 
Xeftecl, that .entiifely fesinift^pd frQni ^h,? aiip(l$ plf 
people all 4pul)t of fiicgeifs, an4 €x;c;t^d ^ ful\ per- 
luaCan, xh^ this Britif}i ai:my Wpu^ t)e cqmpellecjl t<j 
retire, gn4 t^at the ^^op^5 in which Britain fta^ b^eft 
^P fanguiae, of redupViiig the >j|e.w E^Rgl^n^ fx^r 
vinces, wpuld be completely fruftratedi 

Syqh wef e the ?l?ar ^^jp^t^^^tiops of all tjip Ai^c- 
nc^n^f in thpf^ p^irts, Bx^t the Qep^rals who qdfx^^ 
ipainde4 the army th^t was npw ppppfg^ tP Qengr 
ral Burgoyne, began tP ponceive tpugh high^f 
Ijopes* Thp ^oncurrai^c? pf circwmftanpe§ wa^ fuch^ 
a§ lai4 befpre th^m th? pr^^^iPabiUty pf ^ encjering 
the variow? pbftru^iQn^, th^t h^d fp pQw^rf^lly ter 

tar4e4 th^ progreft pf thq Pritij(|i anny| np l^fsi jpi- 
pe4ini6ntarin it^retwrq, 

This idea wa§ father cpngrj^e^ by the imppffJT 
hilhy pf the Britilh amiy'? ir^oyiog; forwar4s In its 
prefent cppditiop, an4 tU 4eterii}matiw it feeme4 
tohaveta^en of afting fplelypR the 4^fei)fiyej, im-r 
til fuch aq alteration pf 0m^ l^app^ned, a? WQWW 
enable it to ad otherwifc* But pf this tljey had nq 
apprehenfipi). General Waihingtpji in the piiddlff 
proy}i)ces, though def^ate4; ftiU niaiRtained Iji^ 
grQup4 with the greatefl: vigour j an4 the (:puotry 
Between New York an4 Albany, where jt wa^ 
known that General Burgoyne e3i:pefte4 a diyerfipi^ 
in his farVQur, wa? at that time well guar4e4, aq4 in 
^ perfeft ftate pf defence, whereyer an gttac^ wa^ 
apprehended, 

' General Burgpyne himfelf no longer lopked upoij 
the exp€4itipn he had been fent upon, with th<? 
janie hope he had cheriijied when it begun. He faw 
a nun^erpus enemy gathering rownd him from alj 
quarters, whpfe force was hourly augmejiting, while 
his own had been considerably diminiihed by largj; 
defertjpns, and frequeijt loffes in battle, and "was 
ffpm the i^e caufes daily 4ecrcafing, He now 
C c 3 found 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



408 HISTORY OF THE 

fpund it ncceflary to fortify his camp, and to con-? 
ftruft (Irong works for the protedtion of his maga- 
zines and hofpitals, which he had not a fufficiencjr 
of troops to guard without fuch an additional fecu- 
rity, fliould he judge it neceffary to come to an en* 
gagement^ or make an attempt of any coi^fequencQ 
upon the enemy. 

While he was in this embrafled fituation, a pror 
jcft was formed by the New England pepple, to pe- 
netrate to the Lakes by the weftern frontiers of New 
Hamplhire, and the upper countries on the Con- 
neAicut river, and to cut off his communication with 
Cfpada, by reppfleffin^ themfelv^s of Ticonderoga^ 
and the other forts and paffes in that country. 

General Lincoln was placed at the head of the 
expedition ; and the Colonels Brown, Johnften, and 
Woodbury, men of known courage and aAivity, 
yrere appointed to aft under his directions. They fet 
put each with ftboqt five hundred men, and condufted 
the enterprize with fq much ikilfulnefs and fecrecy, 
that they furprized all the out-pofts in the neigh- 
t)Ourhood of Ticonderoga, taking a great number of 

{)rifoners and boats, together with fpme armed vef- 
els, 't'hey fummoned Brigadier ^Powel, who com- 
manded at Ticonderoga, to furrender^ and upon 
|iis refufal, made feveral attacks upon the fbrt^ 
though without fugcefs^ 

in the mean tjme'the fituation of the Britiih ar* 
piy, under General Burgoyne, was becoming daily 
more {critical. From the uncertainty of receiving 
Jfupplies of provifipus, he was obliged, ip the bq- 
ginning of Oftpber, to din^inifh the army's allow, 
ance. ' To this nieafure, from its neceffity, they 
fubmitted ^yi(:I> the moft exemplary acquiefcence. 

The twejftfi of Odober \yas approaching.^ This 
wa§ ibe term nil' which t|ie army was to tarry in 
its prefent encampment. The feventh was already 
prived J ^nd no tidings came of the operations that 
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fcad bceti propofed for its relief. In this alarming 
ftate of things, the General, prefervihg the intrepi- 
dity of his character, refolved upon a movement to- 
. wards the enemy. 

He advanced accordingly upon the left wing of 
the Provincial army, in order to reconnoitre the 
ground it occupied; intending, if it was found 
prafticable, to force his way forward through that 
quarter, or to fee.ure it for the purpofe of a retreat, 
if that fliould appear neceffary. 

The body of troops employed for this purpofe, 
confifted of fifteen hundred men. It was all that 
could with fafety be drawn from the guard of the 
camp, in the prefent reduced ftate of tihe arn^ 
The force of the enemy in front of th^t which re- 
mained for its defence, was more than double 
po it. 

This detachnieat advanced within a mile of the 
Oa. 7, enemy's left wing ; but was prevented 
1 777' from proceeding any further, by a fudden 
and impetuous attack made upon the Britiih left, 
Major Ackland, at the head of the grenadiers, re- 
ceived the enemy with great refolution. A body 
of Germans, pofted near the Britiih grenadiers, 
was preparing to come to their relief; but the 
enemy's fuperiority of number enabUngthem to ex- 
tend their front, the Germans themfelyes were at^ 
tacked, and with difficulty flood their ground. Somq 
even gave way. 

General Burgoyne, on perceiving their diftrefs, 
ordered a reinforcement to haften to their affiftance 
from the right. It was brought up with all fpeed 
by General Frazer, and preferved them from being 
entirely broken; but this brave pfficer was flain 
upon that occafion. 

The danger to which the detachment was expofed 

from this unexpe.ded attack on the left, pqmpelled 

it to retire j though not without great difficulty. 

C c 4 A large 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



416 HISTORY •OT TH£ 

^ large party of the enemy endeavoured to cut o^ 
its retreat, and the moil defpcrate efforts were ne« 
ceffary to fecure it. 

The troops had hardly regained the camp^ wheit 
It was affaulted with the greatcftfury. The attack 
was principallv directed againfl the poft occupied 
by the light inrantry under Lord Belcarras. But it 
was defended with great fpirit. The enemy, led on 
by General Arnold, behaved ^ftcr his exampje,.with 
the utmoft vigour and courage ; but in the moment 
he was on the point of forcing his way into the en* 
irenchments, he received a dangerous wound ; an4 
his party unable to overcome the obftinate refinance 
%ey met with, were at length completely repulfed. 

But they fucceeded in the attack they made on the 
^trenchments of the German referve on the right. 
Colonel Breyman was killed after a valiant defence^ 
gnd his countrymen routed with great flaughter^ 
Und the lofs of their artillery and baggage. This 
toroved a heavy misfortune, It gave the epemy an 
opening on the right and rear of the Britilh army. 
Thus ended this unfortunate engagement, which 
Was maintained with fuch obftinacy, that it lafted 
till night pyt an end to it. 

The lofles fuftained by the Britiih army upon 
this day, were truly fatal : that of General Frazer 
v/^s deeply regretted by the whqle aritiy : his per^ 
fonal arid profeffional charader were equally emi- 
nent. The Uft of the killed apd wounded amounted^ 
pxclufive df the- Germans, to near twelve hundred, 
pmong whpm were feventy officers, The fame lift 
pn the fide of the Americans, was much greater : 
Qeneral Lincoln was among the y^ounded, as well 
^s General Arnold. 

The advantages obtained by the enemy^ rendered 
the pofitiop of the Britifb army fo dangerous^ 
fhat it was judged ncceflfary to ^jter it tjiat very 

night. 
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tiigKt, in order to reduce the enemy to the neceffity 
©f changing alfo their own difpofition. 

This bold, but requifitc movement, was exc* 
iCuted with great order, and without any lofs,. The 
artillery, the camp, and its appurtenances, were 
^11 removed before morning, to a more convenient 
06t. 8, ground, where the Britilh Qeneral conti- 
1777- nucd to offer battle to the enemy the whole 
of the fucceedijig day. 

- But he did not remain long in his new pofition j 
the American Generals now entertained the moft 
fanguine hope of overcoming the Britiih army with- 
out expofing themfclves to the rilk of another battle. 
They took every meafure tp furround and prefs it iij 
fuch a manner, as to cut off all communication^ and 
deprive it of all fupplies* 

To this intent they advanced in great force, pror 
pofing to turn his right wing, which would have 
cffeftually inclofed him. On intelligence of thif 
motion, he faw the necefEty of removing inftantly, 
and determined to retire towards Saratoga. The 
army began accordingly to move at nine that very 
/evening; and though within mufket Ihot of the 
enemy, and incumbered with all its baggage, it re- 
treated without lofs. The only retardment was oc^ 
cafioned by heavy rains, and the difficulty of guard* 
ing the boats which carried the provifions. 

The principal mortification upon this occafion, 

arofe from the neceffity of abandoning the hofpital 

with the fick and wounded. They fell of courle 

into the hands of the American General, who treat- 

. ed them with great kindnefs and humanity. 

On its arrival at Saratoga, the army found that 
the Americans had ftatipned a great force to impede 
itapaffage over the Hudfon^^ river, of which they 
occupied the principal ford, 

As the only method of eflfedling a retreat, was 
J?y fecyring a paflage to J^ake George, ^ detachment 

of 
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cf workmen was difpatched, ftrongly efcortcd, t<\ 
repair the bridges, and clear the road to fort Ed- 
ward. But the enemy feeming to prepare for an 
attack, the force that guarded the workmen was re- 
called ; and being left without protection, they were 
obliged to abandon the work. 

The banks of Hudfon's river, oppofite to thofe 
occupied by the Britilh army, were covered with 
American markfmen, who kept a perpetual fire upon 
thofe who had the charge of the provifion boat? be- 
longing to the Britilh army. Many oC them were 
taken. In order to fecure the provifions, it was found 
Tcquifite to land and convey them to the camp. This 
was not done however without difficulty and lofs. 

Several councils of war were now held on the pro-p 
pereft means of effedling a retreat to fort Edward. 
The only method that feemed prafticable in any re- 
fpeft, was attended with fuch danger, as affordecl 
but little hope of its fucceeding. This was to 
march to it by night : the foldiets carrying the 
provifions upon their backs, and leaving the bagj^^ 
gage, and every other incumbrance behind, and ta 
force a paffage at the fords, either at, or above 
that fort. 

But while the army was preparing to carry this 
bold, but defperate fcheme into . execution, the 
fcouts that had been difpatched to explore the mo-r 
tions of the enemy, returned with an account that 
they had caft up ftrong entrenchments oppofite thofe 
fords, and had taken poffeflion of the high ground 
between fort Edward and fort George, and raifeil 
dciences well provided with cannon. Their parties 
were extended every where along the oppofite ihore . 
of the'Hudfoa, keeping a continual look out on every 
part of the.river, where the leaft poffibility of a paf- 
fage was apprehended. Some had even croffed it to 
Wiiccb mqre narrowly the mptioijs of the Baitilh 

army* 
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army. Thus the leaft movement it madp was im- 
mediately difcovered. 

In the mean while, the American army was hourly 
cncreafing. Exciufivc of their troops and militia, 
their camp was continually filling by the numbers 
that came on every fide, to aft as volunteers, and 
to fliare in the honour of deftroying the Britiih 
army, or forcing it to furrend6r. One of thefe 
alternatives was deemed inevitable. The force un- 
der General Gates amounted, at this time to upr 
wards of fixteen thoufand men, while that under 
General Burgoyne, was fo diminilhed, as hardly to 
confift of three thoufand five hundred, fit for actual 
fervice. 

No doubt was any longer entertained that the 
American General would fucceed in the defign he 
had projefted. But not with ftanding all thel^ ad- 
vantages, this cautious officer, fully confcioui 
of what exertions the Britiih troops were ca.» 
pable in a defperate exigency, took as many pre- 
cautions againft this handful of men, as if the fu- 
periorjty lay on their fide. The ground on which 
he was encamped, was, from its nature, and the 
works he had thrown up, inattackable, and it al- 
ipoft inclofed the Britifli army. 

In this perilous fituation, it polled itfelf in the 
teft manner that was praftioeWe, fortifying the 
camp, and preparing for any attempt the enemy 
might, from its weak condition, be prompted to 
make. The men lay continually upon their arms, 
^►xpedting hourly to be attacked : the cannonading 
from the enemy was inceflant ; and their rifle and 
grape Ihot reached every part of the camp. 

The courage and conftancy of the Britiih troops 

in the midft of this arduous trial, was aftonilhing. 

They ftill retained their fpirits, in hope that either 

thp long looked for relief might arrive, or that the 

' enemy 
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enemy might give them an opportunity of fight*, 
ing. 

t The thirteenth of October was now come. TJiia 
was the ^ay until which it had been determined tci, 
endure all extremities^ in maintaining their ground 
^gainft the enemy. After waiting all the day, in 
^xious expeftation of what it would produce^^ na 
profpeft of affiftance appearing, and no^reafonablc 
hope of any remaining ; it was thought proper XXk 
the evening, to take an exaft account of the provi-r 
£ons left* They amounted, upon ihort ^Uowanccj^ 
to no more than three days fubfiftence ^ man^ 
/ In this ftate of diftrefs, furrounded by mqre than 
four times his number, and cut off from all meansi 
of retreat, the Britifli General called a council of 
war ; to which all the Generals, Field Officers, an4 
Captains commanding corps, were fumropned. 
Their unanimous opinion was, that in the prefent 
circumftances, they could do no qtherwife than tre^t 
with the enemy^ 

In confequence of this determination, a meffen- 
ger was fent the next morning to notify it to the 
American General, and to lay thofe terms before 
him, upon which the Britifh General would con« 
fent to treat. 

The terms that were offered, evinced a fpirit an^ 
fenfeof honour in. the Britiih commander, which 
po preffures could fubdue. Nor were fentiments of 
generofity wanting in the American General. Be-. 
ing himfelf a native of Britain, it is not improba- 
ble that, though engaged in the caufe of America^^' 
he 11^1 retained thole feelings for the reputation or 
bis country, of which, it has long been obferved^^ 
that military men, more than all others, are never 
willing to diveft themfdves, though in arm^ 



againit it. 



A convention was fettled, the articles of which 
were, that the Britiih army fliould march outvbf its 
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Jtme% with all t\t honours of war, and ^rbompanidl 
by its field artillery, to a place agreed, where thej 
fiieuld pUe their arms, by word of command from 
thteir X)yfii oJEcers. 

A free paffftgfe to Great Btitaiti xva« allowed theav; 
t>ti croiidftioh of Hot fervitog again in America dur** 
ing the prefent war* 

The army was not to bfe (eparated, and the oifi** 
trers Ivere to be at liberty to affemble the foldiert 
for roll calling, and other neceflary purpofes of re** 
"gularity. 

All individuals belonging to the army, WePe tn 
^retain their private property, upon delivering up 
*l!ie puWic ftores ; and no baggage was to be fearch- 
cd or molefted. 

- The officers were to be admitted on thdt pardle, 
*o wear their fide arms, and to be quartered accord- 
-ing to their rank,. 

All perfons following the camp, and employed in 
%he ferviee of the army, of whatever country^ <fr 
•d^ttominati6n, were to be included in this con- 
'Vention. 

Such Canadians as had attended the army, -were tb ' 
"fee permitted to return to their country, fubjeft to 
the fame conditions. 

The Britifli commander was to have the -liberty* 
bif fending difpatches unopened to Great Britain, 
Canada, and New York. 

Such were the articles of capituktion agreed^ 
\ipon between the Britifli and American Generals. 
•When the forlorn fituation of the Britilh ^rmy is 
*duly confidered, and that no poffibility appeared of 
its being able to efFed: a retreat, it muft be allowed 
that the American General aifted with great mode- 
ration. 

It muft alfo be admitted, on th« other hand, that 
'^Iwfirmnefs and refolution difplayed on this occa- 

^'flOVkp 
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fion^ by the Britiih General, were no lefs conduciVlf 
in obtaining honourable terms. 

It had been propofed at firft, by the America!! 
General, that the Britiih troops ihould be drawn 
tip in theif encampitient, and there ordered to 
ground their arms. But fuch a pfbpofal was re* 
jeded without an infiant's heiitation. General Bur* 
goyne fent immediately a meflage to General Gates, 
to acquaint him, that unlefs he recede(i from th^is- 
demand, all treaty Ihould end at once ; that the 
Britiih troops were to a man determined to pro^ 
ceed to any aft of defperation fooner than fubmitto 
it^ and ihould that evening coniider the cefiatioft of 
arms that had been agreed upon for the purpofe of 
treating, as entirely at an end. 

So intrepid a mefiage, delivered upon cool deli- 
beration, in fuch circumftances of diftrefs, by men 
whom the American army confidered at its mercy^ 
convinced Greneral Grates that it would be wifer to 
jrield up the point of honour, than to contend 
-for it with men who were fo juftly entitled to it, 
and fo firmly refolved not to recede. It ihowed him, 
tooj that terms of rigour would not be accepted by 
<fuch men, and that the only fafe method of prefer- 
ving his advantages, was to ufe them with modo- 
•ration. 

. On the feventeenth of October, at nine in the 
morning, the Britiih army marched out of its lines, 
and depofited its arms at the place appointed. A 
memorable inftance of magnanimity and military 
polltenefs is faid to have happened on this occafioir, 
and which refledled much honour on the charadtcr 
of General Gates. Scnfible of the mortification at- 
tending fuch a reverfe of fortune, and unwilling to 
aggravate it by any circumftance that might yroyc 
offenfive to the Britiih troops, in their prcfent cala- 
mity, he kept the American foldiery within theiar 
caiijp, while the Britiih army was piling its arms, 

th^ 
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that it might not have them for fpeftators of fo hu-i 
miliating a tranladtion. 

The number of thofe who laid down their arms 
amounted^ according to the American accounts, to 
five thoufand feven hundred and fifty, including 
the irregulars, Canadians, and all the people fol- 
lowing the camp. The lift of fick and wounded, 
left in the camp when the army retreated to Sara- 
toga, confifted of five hundred and twenty-eight. 
Exclufive of the above, the numbers of killed, 
wounded, taken, and defeated, of Britifh, German, 
and Caaadiaii troops, from the fixth of July, when 
the campaign was opened by the taking of Ticon- 
deroga, to the feventeenth of Oftober, when it 
clofed by the convention of Saratoga, were compu- 
ted at near three thoufand. 

The ftores and implements of war that fell into 
the hands of the Americans, were very confiderablcJ 
The artillery confifted of thirty-five brafs field- 
pieces ; there were feven thoufand ftands of arms, 
befides cloathing for a like number, the tents and 
.military cheft, and a variety of other articles much 
wanted by the Americans. 

Such was the fate of the expedition under Gene- 
;^l Burgoyne. — It had been undertaken with the 
greateft profpeft of fuccefs, from the goodnefs of 
the troops, and the excellence of the commanders; 
but thfi difficulties, though partly forefeen, were 
not expefted to be fuch as they proved in reality. — 
When they were duly taken into confideration, it 
was the opinion of very competent judges, that the 
progrefs made by the Britilh army, amid ft fuch a 
complication of impediments and diftrefles, was 
^truly wonderful in every refped:; and that its 
failure at laft was not fo furprifing, as the per- 
feverance and fpirit with which it ttruggled with 
«bftrucl:ions and hardfiiips, which, it foon became 

eYiden^ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



4x€ HlSTORlrCiJ^ TriE 

evident to eVery man in the army, wouVi, in iSt 
probability, prove finally infurmoutitabk. 

While thefe misfortunes attended the Btitilh arms 
ift the interior parts of New England, they were more 
faccefsful in other quarters^ In purfuanoe of the 
notice fent to General Burgoyne, Sir Henry Clinton 
was employed in an expeKution up the North River, 
in order to make a diverfion in his favour. Thc^ 
ibrce under his command confifted of three thouiand 
men ; and he was accompanied by Commodore Ho^ 
tham, with a confiderable number of fliips of war 
and armed veffels* Their intention was to reduce 
forts Montgomery and Clinton, two plaices of 
ftreogth, but rather at prefent in a ftate of un- 
f;uardednefs, from the neccflity aff unfurnilhing 
every poft to reinforce the army that was oppofing 
<5eneral Burgoyne, and from the little apprehenfion 
-of an attempt upon them* 

For this reafon it was determined tor attack them 
by furprize* They were fituated oppofiteto each 
^^ther, on the fides of a creek that came down from 
the mountains to the North River, and they com- 
municated with each other by a bridge over thfcf 
-creek. In order to effeft the intended furprize, fe- 
Veral feints were made, and the troops were landtjd 
at a confiderable diftance from the forts, to which 
zbcy proceeded in two feparate divifions* After a 
"long and difficult march through a mountainous 
-country^ they both arrived at the fame tin?ie, each 
n^n that fide of the creek where the fort flood which 
it was fefpeftively to attack. 

By this unexpeded appearance of the troops b^ 
land,v^nd the fudden aprival of the ftiipping up the 
•Greek, the garrifonsw^ re equally furprifed andterri- 
•fied. The gallics came ^p 46 clofe as to ftrike the 
*very walls with their oars. The affault on borii the 
forts was fo impetuous i»m1 animated, tbattiough 
s«i coiTragcous defence was made, they were taken 
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%y ftorm, with no inconfiderable flaught^r of the 
garrifdns; ; - ; . . 

Thelofs o^thcfe forts Wa^ atten(Jed by that of 
two. largi 'fcigates^, and other veflels, which were 
fet on jire by tii^ enemy, to prevent their being ta- 
ken. .Fort Cdnftitutioni another place of iome 
ftrength, was j on- the appiroiach of the Britifli troops 
and Ihipping, deftroyed iii the fame manner. Con- 
tinent?! Village^ a place lately fettled, and in a 
thriving con^ition^ was at the fame time committed- 
to the flames, by a party underGovernor Tryon. This 
was in jpiaf tic\riat-a fevere loft; as, exclufive of other 
advantages, it was conveniently fituated for military- 
operations, . and had barracks fot near two thou- 
land men. •..,'. 

, This expeditioii was'very detrimental to the Ame- 
ricans. Seventy large pieces of cannon were taken 
from them in the fcfrts, befide.s a lirgt quantity of 
fmaller artillery, and of warlike ft ores and provi- 
fions. • A« large bdom and chain, reaching acrofs the 
fiver from I^rt Montgomery, to a point of land 
called* St. Anthcaiy's Nofe, was in* part deftroyed, 
and partly carried awfky. It was fiippofed to havd 
eoft fevcrity thdufand pounds, and was looked upon 
as i work of great induftry and labour. Another 
boom of not much inferior value was. deftroyed 
fiear Fort CobftitUtion* ^ 

In thefe different attacks^ the Jofs on the BritifK 
fide was fmall in number, but fothe officers of great 
merit were killed; Colbnel Campbell fell in the; 
aflault.of Fort Montgomery, where he wasr princi- 
pal in command^ and by his judicious difpofitioii 
greatly contjributed to its being taken; Majors Sill 
and Gpant, t^o excellent officers, we.re alfo llain ; 
as was Count Graboulky, a Polifli nobleman of dif- 
tinguifhed bravery, and aid-dd-camp to Sir Henry 
Clinton. 

Vol. XL Noi 14^ D 4 . SI/ 
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' Sir James Wailacei with fymt frtgatet, and Ge«f 

ncral Vaughan, with a body of troops on beared- 
fome tran^rts^ proceeded farther up the river ta 
Bfopusy a very AomtStrng and confiderable place. ^ 
Here the Americans had thrown up works, and 
itemed determined to make a refolute defence- 
General Vaughan landine his tfOo^9, attacked their' 
batteries, and took or ^ked ail their guns* The. 
cSiief damage they fuftained on this occafion, was: 
the deftruftion of the town of Eiofpus, which war 
reduced to aihes* 

' The devaftation and ruhi of the places that toolc' 
plac^ in thefe expeditions up the North ^rer, were: 
caufes of great irritation among the Americans*--* 
They complained that while a generous capitulation: 
was grant^ to the army under Gencrisil Burgoyne^ 
the Britiih troops at that very time were carrying 
fire and defolation wherever they had it in their 
powen General Grates on this occa£on wrote a 
very feverc and expofiulating letter to General 
Vaughan. 

In order, at the fame time, to put a ftap tsr the 
progreft of the Britiih arms in this quarter, he re-^ 
paired to the banks of the North River with a very 
powerful body of the American regulars ; but be-f 
tore' he cbuld reach it, the Britiih troops had com4 
picted the intent of their expedition. They had 
difmantled the forts, and demoliihed alt the works 
along the river. "' 

But thefe were fmall lofles in comparifon to thofe 
which Britain had fuftained in the courfe of this 
Unfortunate campaign, and ferved rather to exaf^^ 
perate, than to diftrefs the Americans, who confir 
dered them as the effeds of rage and difappoint* 
tnent. ' 

Gk'eat was the grief and dejeftion experienced, 
and unfeignedly exprelTed in Britain, upon receiv-^ 
tijg the heavy tidings^^ o/ the fate xrf the Britiih army 

undek 
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%tiitt Oencral Burgoyne. The forrow feltxipoa 
this oc<^afion was equal to the Turprize it excited i 
arid this w^ the greater, 1$ vidory and conqueft^ 
in their fuUeft extent, had been the fanguine and 
iiouriy expedtation from that part of America 
where he commanded. His courage, his mtlt^ 
tary abilities^ his zeal ih the caufe,— all thefe added 
to his iiril faccefles, had raifed his charad^er, and 
that of his troops, fo high, that it was imagined 
tiotbing could ftand before them^ and that all th^ 
north of America would unqueftionably be fubdued 
before the end of the campaign* 

The intelligence of his fuccefs had renewed the for** 
mer infinuations of want of fpirit and capacity in the 
Americans* They eVen fufFered in the efkimation of 
thofe who wilhed well to their caufe* It began to be 
apprehended among their warmefl: partifans, tha£ 
irhey would at laft be compelled to that unconditional 
fubmiffion Which had been rejefted with fo much 
difdain in America, and which their friends in Bri* 
tain drelded the confequences of no lefs than them- 
felves, from their fear of the danger that might re-^ 
fult from it to the conftitution at home* 

To thefe, the news of the convention at Sara-^ 
toga^ though highly difagreeable, when viewed 
in the light of a national difgrace, was no lefs ac* 
ceptable when confidered as a prevention of thofe 
perils to which the freeedom of this country would, 
in their opinion, have been expofed, had the ex- 
pedition fucceeded according to the wilhes of tbe 
adverfe party. ' 

To thofe European ftates and nations who 
from habit, prejudice, or envy, had fo long been 
defirous of the d6wnfal of Britifli grandeur, 
the intelligence of what had befallen the Britih, 
army at Saratoga, was a matter of open and 
unconcealed exultation* It was univerfally re-^ 
ceived among them as the defeat and ruin of 
s. Pd a CharW 
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Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, at the battle xif 
Pultowa, had formerly been by thofe powers whom 
that terrible warrior had fo long kept in awe. All 
the foes to Britain began now to confult in what 
manner they Ihould improve fuch an event to their 
own advantage, and to her further: detriment. 

France, in particular, interefted herfelf, on this 
occafion, in a manner that plainly indicated flic 
would not long'conceatl the proje&s that were then 
in agitation in her councils. Her minifters were 
the readier to efpoufe the caufe of the Americans, as 
herein they would coincide with the general views 
and defires of the nation at large. Exclufive'of 
the national and hereditary inveteracy of the Firench 
to the Engliih, they confidered them, in the prefenf 
cafe^ as ading an unjuftifiable part in refpeQ: of the 
Americans. They looked upon themfelves, there- 
fore, as doubly authorifed to affift them ; they were 
prompted by motives of policy, and equally by 
•thofe of juftice. 

Influenced by thefe principles, people of all 
ranks and denominations exerted themfelves in thei!r 
favour^ But it was principally among the military 
clafles this ardour was eminently confpicuous. The 
Irifli Brigade, fo famous for the fervices it had ren- 
dered France, efpecially in its wars with England^ 
furniflied a number of' brave officers to America : 
nor were the other French regiments deficient in this 
fpirtt of general adventure in the caufe of the Britifli 
Colonies againfl: their parent ftate. 

Numbers of the young nobility in France were 
eager to fignalize themfelves on this occafion ; but 
none exerted himfelf fo coofpicuoufly as the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette, a young nobleman of the firfl: 
,rank and fortune. Impelled by that enthufiaftic 
. ardour which arifes from a liberal education, and a 
:. native generofity of fentiments, he embarked in the 
caufe of America from a conviftion that it was a juft 

one^ 
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tme, and that they were contending for rights to 
which they had an evident claim. In this perfua* 
fion, he pujcchafed a veffel, loaded her with mill, 
tary ftores, and accompanied by feveral of his friends, 
he failed in her to America, where he prefented her 
tx) Congrefs, together with his fervices. He was 
received with the refpeft due to his rank, and the 
acknowledgment that his oiFers merited. A com- 
mand was conferred upon him, and he loft no op- 
portunity of diftinguilhing himfelf. Others of the 
French nobleffe and army followed his example. — 
Roche du Fermoy was in the army that afted againft 
General Burgoyne : De Coudray^ an officer of rank 
in the French army, was drowned in the Schuylkill, 
a few days after the battle of Brandywine, in his 
eagernefs to crofs it, in order to join General Waih- 
ington's army, that was reported to be on the point 
of engaging. Baron St. Ovary was another volun- 
teer in their fervicc. 

But it was not only France that fupplied them 
.with a number of brave officers and volunteers. — 
Others came from various parts of Europe ; Ger- 
many efpecially, a country, that from the perpetual 
quarrels among its own fovereigns, and the many 
wars of which it has of latter times been the unhap- 
py fcene, abounds in military men more than any 
other part of Europe. 

Through the affiftance of thefe many foreigners, 
the American armies were d^ily improving in dif- 
cipline and military ik,ilL Together with thefe, 
their fpirits and hopes increafed in the f^me pro- 
portion. The prbfperity with which they clofed 
the prefent campaign on the frontiers of Canada, 
filled them with no unreafonable expeAation, that 
it would influence the remainder of the war eflen- 
tially in their favour. 

Nor did they confider their want of fuccefs in the 

neighbourhood of Philadelphia as any thing decif 

D d 3 five^ 
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They acknowledged the bravery and military excr-^ 
tions of the Britiih General and hift troops; but 
they viewed their exploits in no other light than aa 
acquifitions of honour^ and remained fuUy perfua-^ 
ded, that inftead of permanent advantages^ they 
would only be produ&ive of additional di£culties« 
The nature of the country, they were confident^ 
would fight againft all the efforts of Great Britain. 
Had its armies been twice as numerous, their opi* 
iiion was, they would only have covered twice the 
quantity of ground, and obliged the Colonics toi 
double their pains and endeavours to refift them. 

In this idea, they looked upon, all the gentraUhtpt 
and courage that had been, or might be employed 
againft them, only as protraftions of the war* Such 
a notion could not fail to endue them with the moft 
obftinate perfeverance, as it was in fome meafurc 
well founded. It was ftrongly propagated by all 
thofe, who from the confideration they had acqui- 
red, and the eminence to which they had rifen by 
means of the prefent troubles, found it their intereft 
to inculcate luch a belief. Hence it was, that in 
their utmoft extremities, they never admitted a 
moment's defpair; and that whatever defeats and 
difappointmtnts they met with, inftead of brooding^ 
oyer, ^nd being deprefled by them, they immediv 
ately fet about the means pf repairing them. Had, 
the iituation of the country been far lefs favourable 
to theipj and their refoUrees much weaker thaq 
they really were, fuch a difpofition alone muft hav^ 
proved a great, ap^ almoft unconquerable fupport^ 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

^^r4nJa3lons in Great Brit^m relating to Jmeriob 

1777- 

THE confequences of the war with America 
were now beginning to be felt in a manner 
that occafioned much complaint among the mercan«* 
tile clafles. The depredations of the Amcricaa 
privateers extended to every part of Europe, a$ 
well as the Weft Indies, and they met either with 
an open or a clandeftine countenance^ in all (he ports 
where their prizes were carried. 

They now infefted the ooafts of Great Britain and 
Ireland with an audacioufnefs that equally aftpniih* 
cd and perplexed the whole nation. Their Ian* 
jguage, appearance and manners being the fame, 
riiey could not be diftingui&ed from the people of 
the Britifti iflarids. Thus whenever it was requi* 
fite, they afiumed the fliape of BritiOi fubje<fts, iwd 
wereby.fuch means enabled to perpetrate mucl> 
mifchief undifcovered. The trade between Great 
Britain and Ireland was interrupted by them tofuch 
a degree, that convoys became neceffary in the nar- 
row channel that feparates them. 

Another circumilance happened at the fame time, 
which aiForded great caufe of indignation to tbofe 
who felt for the naval honour and the commercial 
intereft of the nation. Numbers of foreigq veffels, 
ibme of which were even French, were freighted 
by Britifh merchants, for the purpofe of carrying 
on their own trade with lecurity, and protecting it 
tfrom the American cruizers. 

America did not, however, efcape the vengeance 

of Britain : its navy and privateers exerted thenv 
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fclves with fuch aiftivity, that tbp loffes of the Co» 
lonies, though fmall at the commencement of hofv 
tilities by fea,- became gradually \nuch greater, 
and were more feverely felt than thofe of Britain. — • 
As they were unable to afford fuch powerful pro^- 
tedtion to their trade as the Britilh had the advan- 
tage of receiving, from- failing under convoy, their 
hazards were much greater} and though the prizes 
taken from then! were commonly of ihconfideifable 
value fingly, yet the vaft numbers that were cap- 
tured, many of which were valuable, more than 
fufficiently balanced the damage done by their pri-j 
vateers, 

France, in the courfe of this year, began to aft 
H lefs covert and circumfpefi: part than Ihe had done 
hitherto, and to manifeft in a manner that left no 
room for doubt, what were ultimately her defigns 
with refpeft to Great Britaip, Her naval prepara? 
tions, however, not being fufficiently matured, aot 
the fituationof affairs in America brought to that 
point Ihe had in view, it was thought wifefl in thofe 
who guided her councils, to extend her difSmular 
tion to a longer term, though indeed it was fo vifi- 
ble, that it could hardly deferve the name. 

The Britilh miniftry, juflly irritated at this 
ignominious duplicity of condudt, adted upon a 
variety of occafions with fuch explicit firm^fs, as left 
the Court of France no option between an abfolute 
rupture and* the redrefs of the grievances com- 
plained of. When preffed in this clofe and peremp? 
tory manner, the French miniftry gave way, and 
made fatisfadory concefEons in words. But they 
were not accompanied with any reality ; the fame 
inimical fyftem of condudt continuing without any 
effediual variation. 

In this manner France temporifed, according to 
•the long eftablifhed praftice of her government ; 
jeft by precipitating matters, Britain might be 
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|5eufed fooner than was convenient for the fdieme$ 
IJie had long been proje<5ting, and had almoft 
brought to the period intended for their difclofaU 

Among other inftances of this double-dealing, 
the following was peculiarly remaf kable : — The 
commander of an American privateer, named Cunr 
Xiingham, a l?old and adventurous map, took the 
Englilh packfst from Holland, and carried her into 
Dunkirk, from whence he difpatched the mail tq 
the American agents at Paris. As the veffel he 
commanded had been fitted out at Dunkirk, on 
complaint being niade by the Britifli miniftry of the 
infradiioB of the peace and aniity fubfifting between 
both countries, he was committed to prifon, to- 
gether with his Ihip's company : but this imprUbn- 
ment lafted but a Ihort time ; and was excufed to 
the Americans, as owing to the want of fome for- 
mality in his commifEon, and to impropriety of 
condudl on his part ; by which he had fubje^fted 
himfelf to the animadverfion of the law. But while 
this appearance of fatisfadtion was given to the BVi- 
tifti miniftry, on the one hand, the fuUeft counte- 
nance was fliew to the Ao^erican privateer on the 
other. He was not only foon fet at liberty from this 
pretended imprifonnjent, but allowed to purchafe 
and equip a much ftouter veffel than the other, tq 
f he manifeft intent of cruizing againft the Engliih. 

This breach of faith was ftill more glaring, as it 
prdvpd of greater detriment to Britain, upon a more 
important occafion. Incenfed at the encourage- 
ment given to the American privateers, the Court 
of Great Britain directed Lord Stormont, the Bri- 
tifh Amb^ifador at Paris, to demand an order from 
the French miniftry, that all the American priva-^ 
jeers Ihould depart the kingdom, together with 
their prizes. The application was made when the 
French fliipping, employed in the Newfoundland 
i^lhery, wer^ all out upon that ftation. Had they 
' ' ■ refuted 
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refofed to comply with the requeft, they fovtGt^ 
that an immediate rupture would have been proba- 
bly the confequence^ and that this whole fleet wouki^- 
in all likelihood, have fallen into the hands of the 
Englifh ; by which they would have been deprived 
of an immenfe number of the beft feamen in France*' 
They acquiefced, therefcMre, in the requeft^ until 
the arrival of this valuable fleet had quieted their 
upprehenfions for its fafety. After which they de* 
vifed fuch a variety of pretexts to defer the execu-^ 
tion of this order, that not a fingle American veflei; 
was difmifled from any of their ports. 

But fo firmly were the French miniftry deter- 
mined to afford all poffible encouragement to the 
Americans, that they publicly aflTured the whole 
body of merchants throughout the kingdom, that 
they might depend upon the moft effeftual protee-* 
tion of any trade they might carry on in their owa 
bottoms with the produce of America* This hap<< 
pened in the month of July, 

In the mean time the mofl: vigorous and open pre««^ 

firations were making in all the dock-yards of 
ranee. Her intentions were fo manifeft, that all 
Europe was amazed at the paflivenefs with which 
Great Britain viewed and permitted them, and con* 
eluded that it muft proceed from the confcientiouf-* 
nefs of her internal weaknefs, and total inability ta 
prevent them. 

The general opinion of politicians was, that oa 
taking the final determination tofubdue her Colo* 
nies by force of arms. Great Britain Ihould at the 
fame time have come tp an open rupture with 
France, which, it could not be doubted, would fup-* 
port the Americans in their prefent quarrel. There 
would have been no deficiency of reaibns for fuch 
a meafure : the conduft of the French -in the Weft 
Indies, afforded ample eaufe for the juftification of 
fuch a Hep. • She wQuld then have been taken. unpre- 
pared; 
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pared : what force Ike had at fea was inconfiderable ; 
aad fhe was not in a conditioa to equip any formi* 
dable armament^ from the negled of her marine^ 
the diforder her finances were left in at the demifc 
of the late king^ and the unfettled ftate of her af« 
fairs in general fince the acceffion of the prefent. 

Such were the reafbnings of all the judicious peov 
plc on the continent, who wiihed well to this coun« 
try. They clearly forefawv that France would noC 
omit fo inviting an opportunity of difmembering 
the Britifli empire, and would ufe her utmoft diliv 
gence to co-operate in fo defirable a work. They 
were of courfe alloniflied that Britain could hefitato 
to attack an enemy, that was unqueflionably medi^ 
tating all the miichief in his power, before he was 
in readinefs to execute it. No valid motives could 
bealledged for fuch a delay. There was no medium 
between a reconciliation with the Colonics, or pro- 
ceeding diredly to hoftilities with Fran<pe. 
' In the midft of thefe preparations on the fide of 
France, and the alarm they begun at length to cre- 
ate in the minds of the Britilh minillry, the hopes 
they had conceived of General Burgoyne's expedi- 
tion, began gradually to abate. They received 
fucceffively fuch accounts, as foreboded no favour-' 
^bl« iiFue to his operatiotis. The fatal CJitaftrpphc 
that befel him, was nqt, however, apprchf^nded. 
Were he to fail in the main objed in view, &i\\ it 
was hoped he would be able to accomplifh it in 
part ; or if that could not be effeded, no fufpicior^ 
exifted that he would not be able to make good his 
jptreat^ A total difcomfiture of an army of Euro- 
pean veterans, never entered into the conception^ 
even of thofe who thought moft favourably of the 
Americans; efpecially after hearing with what 
quicknefs and facility they had been overpowered 
in the beginning of the campaign, and with what 
)ittl^ refift^nge they had fuffered pofts of the utmoft 

importance 
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ipiportance to be taken from them^ at a time: when 
they knew no efforts fliould have been wanting to 
prevent them from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. 

. While the minds of people were fufpended be- 
twee hope and apprehenfion^ how the campaign 
would terminate in America, the feffion of Parlia- 
ment was opened on the twentieth of November* 
The princii^ intent of the Royal fpeech, was to af- 
fure the Houfes, that the powers entrufted to" the 
Crown for the fuppreffion of the troubles in Ame- 
rica, had been faithfully exerted; but that the 
contingencies of war would render further exertioiis 
neceffary. 

The members who fupported the miniftry in the 
Houfe of Commons, were very warm in urging the 
neceifity of continuing the meafures now employed 
in America for its reduction ; they expreffed the 
fuUeft confidence that the ability, prudence, and 
fpirit of the commanders, with the valour and dif- 
cipline of the Britilh troops, would fliortly triumph 
over all refiftance : they afferted, that no man born 
in this country, and bred in a due attachment to its 
excellent conftitution, could he juftified in (landing 
up in that Houfe to exprefs a diffent from the line 
of aftion now adopted refpedting the Colonies, and 
that fadlioufnefs alone could difapprove of them. 
An addrefs was therefore moved, in approbation of 
the fpeech. 

This members in the oppofition, were no lefs ftrci- 
nuous in reprefenting the ruinous effeds of the un- 
natural war between Great Britain and her Colonies, 
and the fatal cpnfequences which were on the point 
of following it. It vvas qbferved, that the flrength 
of this country had been fully and vigorouily, and. 
yet ineffedually exerted, in order to obtain peace at 
the point of the fword. The merit of the Britifh 
Generals and officers, and the bravery of their fol- 

diers. 
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4iers, were unqiieftionable ; but the nature ^<tf the 
war was fuch, as to defeat all their plans : the ob- 
ftaclcs they met with, daily augmented : they were 
inherent to the country, and would in all likelihood 
prove infurmountable : it was time, therefore, ta 
abandon the projeft of, coercion, and try an oppo^ 
lite method.. The grandeur, the intereft, the prc- 
fervation of what Ihould be deareft to the people o£ 
Britain, depended upon a ceffation of this unfortu- 
nate quarrel. After having fruitlefsly employed the 
fword, it was now the duty of minifters " to have 
recourfe to- bonds of amity for the minds, inftead of 
forging chains for the bodies, of the Americans/' 
Terms of amity and reciprocal benefit ought to be 
held out to them, while the fate of war was ftill un- 
decided, and the honour of the nation yet unfuUied 
by difgraces, that would render an accommodation 
no longer a matter of choice, but of Jbumiliating 
neceffity. 

To this purpofe an amendment to the addrefe 

was moved; the fubftance of which was, a requefl: 

-for the ceffation of hoftilities, and the adoption of 

neceffary meafures to terminate the differences with 

America. 

In fupport of this amendment it was further al- 

, ledged, that ' after carrying on an expenfive war 

during the fpace of three years, notwithftanding 

,a force of near fixty thoufand men by land, and a 

fleet of a hundred fliips of war, we were no further 

advanced, than when we begun. Our armies, with 

all the courage of the foldiers, and all the abilities 

:of the commanders, had done nothing decifive. The 

army under Sir William Howe, was, indeed, matter 

• of the field ; but the lateft news from that on the 

frontiers of New England, reprefented it in very 

precarious circumftances. 

In.the idea of obtaining a revenue from America, 
nve had already expended much more .than it could 
: have 
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liavetuncamted to in tbe eourfe of many years^ <M 
•ft fuppofitioD that America would have a£^ted to 
trar utmoft demands^ Were a pacification to tike 
^ace, it would be fouiid^ at the final conclufion oif 
•all that related to the war^ that the charges attend*^ 
Ing ky or refultin^ from it^ would produce an ad^- 
•dition of more than thirty miUions to the national 
debt. 

The lofles and diftretfed of the publie Were'daily 
increafing ; intereft rofe, and flocks fsU in a verjr 
alarming proportion ; the value of eftates dimiw 
niihed : thefc were fafts that could hot be cotth 
'bat«d. The circumftances of the mercantile and 
trading clafies had received no lefs a ihock ; failures 
and bankruptcies beyond all former pirecedentSy 
ihewed to what a degree the nation was injured by 
this unfortunate contefl. The lofs of our commerce 
with the continent of America, the damages fuf- 
tained in the Weft India iflands, the vaft diminu- 
tion of our fiflicry at Newfoundland, of our trade 
in the Levant, the Mediterranean, and on the 
coaft of Africa, were neceflary confequences of this 
'fatal quarrel. All thefe were grievous conifidera- 
tions ; but they would be followed with ftill greater 
-caufes of forrow, unlefs the quarrel was terminated 
before the Houfe of Bourbon entered into it. This, 
it were an infult to the commoneft underftanding, 
to make a doubt of at this junfture. If, therefore, 
this country found it fo difficult to maintain the 
conteft againft the Colonies alone, how could it be 
cxpeAcd that the powerful enemies that were pre- 
paring to affail us on every fide, could poffibly, in 
conjundion with rhenr, be refifted ? 

The reply of miniftry was, that peace, however 
defirable, was neither to be obtained nor wilhed fot 
y pon humiliating conditions. To propofe it at arty 
Other feafon than that of viftory, would be to prof- 
€itute the honour ^f the nation to no purpofe* While 

the 
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the iea^l ihadow of fuccefs attended the fefi&nce of 
Aaicrica> it would i^iever make any of thofe concef* 
fions, without which Great Britain could not coo* 
fent to a pacifi<:atiQn.) witliout abfolute dligrace. 

A ceffation of arms was conden>ned, as the word 
of nU policy. By ttmpori:aing, we gave the Ame- 
ricans further leifure to prepare for a continuation 
cf thdr refiftance ; und if they were to be ailifted 
fjrom abroad in the manner prognofticated by oppo«* 
fitton, fuch ameafure would afford time to the ene« 
mjrto come to their affiftance. 

There was flrong r.eafon to believe^ that affairs 
would foot! be fettled to the f9.tis£adtion of this coun* 
try. The cxpence of refifting the power €>f Britaia 
was fuchy that Congrefs was naw finking under the 
burthen : the bounties given foar the procurement 
of foldiers, were exceflivep. and alone would weigh 
them to the ground* This very excefs was an incon-? 
trovertible proof, with what repugnance the peopler 
at large took up arms againft this country^ and hp^ 
cafy it would be, with judicious management, to 
prevail upon them to abandon that body of men^ 
and return to their former allegiance to the parent 
ftatc ; efpecially when they came to refleft on thei^: 
pail Kappinefs, and prefent mifery. 

In the courfe of this debate, the employing of 
the Indians was animadverted upon in the feveref!: 
terms* They wete reprefented as of no other ufe 
than to exercife the moil inhuman barbarities upoq 
the vanquiihed, without diilinftion of age or fex. 
It was infamous in a civilized people to admit of 
iiich mercilefs favagesfor allies. Nothing had given 
more provocation to the Americans. It ihewed tha{: 
we had loft all feeling for them ; and that if wc 
could, not compel them to fubruit, we were deter- 
mmed to fet no bounds to our vengeance^ and to 
give up to murder and deilrudtion all fuch as had the 
misfortune to fall into our hands. It had, united 
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them, from motives of the moft urgent need*-' 
fity, the defence of all that is de^reft to human 
nature, their wives, children, and families. We 
were hated before ; but we now were become ob-. 
jcds of execration^ 

To this it was replied, that it was unjuft to re-' 
prefent the employing of the Indians in fo oppro-. 
brious a light. The emiffaries df Gongtefs bad 
ftrongly urged them to take up arms for the Amc- 
ricans, before we had applied to them; If, there-> 
fore, any infamy could arife from fuch a meafurey. 
it fell eqXially on both parties. 

Thofe who feemed on this day moft difpleafed and 
difappointed, were thofe members of the Houfe, 
known by the denomination of Country Gentlemen. 
Their votes arid concurrence in minifterial meafuresT 
had long been founded on the expeftation of deriv- 
ing a regular and eonfiderable revenue from the Co* 
lonies. They now beheld an end of all their expec- 
tations, and found themfelves involved in the fup- 
port of a war> the principle of which fome of them 
began to complain could hardly be defined.' The 
cmoiuments derivable from it, would not certainly 
prove equivalent to the expences which it occa- 
fionedji efpecially as the duration of it did not pro- 
mife to be fliort. From every concomitance that 
appeared, it threatened to be the moft expenfive, 
the moft fruitlefs, and the moft dangerous war that 
ever this country had undertaken to wage. . . 

It was in reality a point of falfe honour for which 
the nation was now contending. Which ever of the ' 
two parties obtained the advantage in this difpute, 
nothing befides imaginary fatisfadioii would accrue 
from it : profit was entirely out of profped:. Blood 
would be Ihed, and monty would be profufed to no 
other end, than to leave both combataints in a ftate 
of debility j from which they would be many years 
ill recovering. Should reconciliation enfqe upon 
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the terms infifted upon by Great Britain^ fliould 
even this reconciliation^ by the judicious manage-t 
jnent, and the moderation of the Britiih miniftry, 
be made fatisfadory and acceptable to the Colonies^, 
ftill the immenfe fums expended by this -country to 
obtaia this end, would render it far lefs defirable 
than a treaty of accommodation at the prefent'perioi 
upon almoft any terms. 

Such were the ideas of feveral of thofe who were 
cfieemed the moderate part of the Houfe; But the 
ininifterial party continued ftill the ftrongeft* The 
addrefs was carried by a majority of. two hundred 
^d forty-three, to eighty-fix* 

In the Houfe of Lords^ the addref^ which was 
moved in approbation of the fpeech^ was oppofed 
with great vehemence; Lord Chatham appeared 
9gain on this occafion ; and^ though worn down 
ivith infirmities, exerted himfelf in fuch a manner^ 
as fliewed that his great abilities had not forfaken 
]iim^ He condemned the addrefs upon the fame 
principles the oppofition in the Hcfufe of Commons 
Had done, and recommended an amendment of tht 
iame nature. 

But his arguments and eloquence Were lo&i The 
pre-determinatidn to reject all fuch propofals, wa$ 
proof againft all that could be urged in tbeir favour ; 
and he now experienced the truth of whdt he had 
long dreaded and foretold wduld come to pafs,— ^that 
party attachments, uninfluenced by reafoningls^ 
would decide all parliamentary queftions, and eQ« 
Have the nation to undue influencef.. 

Such was the complaint of that part of the pubr 
lie which adhered to his opinions. They exprefled 
great indignation it the ilijght which was ihewn to 
the judgment of fuch a man* It was hard, faid 
they, that he tb whom the Britifti nation lyas fo 
deeply indebted for the profperity and grandeur te^ 
which it had attained, ihould be fo fpon after the 
Vol* II. No. 14* iEi e tvitnefs 
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witndTs €f ks decltne ; but tc was hwtAcr tSR, that 
he ftould live to fee the diy, when the great fer- 
▼ices he had rendered to his eotsntry ihould be un- 
dervalued, or forgotten ; when his wirtce Ihould be 
received with a nesledl, bordering tipon contempt, 
and his perfonal charaAef treated with indifierence^ 
if not with difrefpeft. 

The warmth they felt and exprefled b the behalf 
of this iliuftrious nobleman, was the greater, as the 
difcourfe he made on this occafion, was, in their 
beifuafion, equally judicious and animated ; ztid 
founded upon truths, which Rone bvrt the venal, 
the uninfonped, or the weak-minded, wouM calf 
in queftioh. It was reprobated, faid they, bccaufe 
it contained - fafts and aUegatiotss, the menttoo of 
which could not fail being itateful to thofe whom 
they covered withlhame, and expbfed to^e igno* 
miny they deferved. 

Never indeed was Lord Chatham Imown to «• 

{)refs himfelf with more freedom and fetvcMt. Par- 
iaments, he faid, once knew their own dienity tod 
well to fuflfer themfelves to be led In the dngraeeful 
manner to. which they now fubmitted. They once 
thought themfelves entitled to guide, inflead of 
yielding implicitly to the direction of minifterii^ 
The Houfe of Lords, in particular, ought to re» 
member that it had been uAial to alk their advice : 
they were the hereditary great council of the nation, 
and it ill became any individual to affume the pro«» 
rince of didtating to them. But in lieii of this pro- 
per and conftitutional method' of proceeding, fhcy 
were now informed of m'eafures pre-concerted with- 
out their participation ; and to which,- i^everthe- 
Icfs, their corteurrence vyas requefted. Mintftry 
built upon events, the uncertainty of ^hich was no- 
torious, and called upon them to stffift in the plans 
erefted on that precarious ground, in a ftile that was 
didatorial, and precluded all deliberation. This 
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Siris iidt tKe kitguage wilbh Which the mid^fiers af 
this free country ibotald prcifunie to apj^roach itA: 
g<iardians and r^^refdntatives. Mean muft thefe be 
to endure fUch treatmeht^ after having been fd 
long and fo invariably deceived, and led into fuch 
a complication of difficulties, through the repeated 
trrars and incurable prefumptibn of thefe mtnifters^ 
Difappointment^ and misfortunes of every kind had 
Gonftantly attended all their nieafiires, and yet tbey 
kad the confidence to rely upon the fupport of a 
publicr which they had fo grievoufly offended, and 
of which they had (acrificed>the evident in<;ereft txi 
a fyilem whith resibn and argument had. fully de^ 
Qionftrated, knowledge and fagacity clearly had fore-^ 
ieen^ and now fatal experience had completely pro- 
ved to be pregnant with certain ruin to this country 
Thenobk empire of Britain* was now doomed td- 
tuin by the unlkilfulhefs and Incapacity of thofe 
whd were unkappily entrufted with the management 
4»f its concerns^ and the pride and' haughtibeis of 
the ctmncils by which they were influenced^ Aftttr* 
advatlcing ftep by ftep in a track which they were 
Continually admoniihed, not merely by their oppo^ 
nents isi this country^ but by the united voice of 
all the politiciani in Europe, would infallibly con- 
duct tkem td perditicHi, they ftill perfifted ifa if jt 
•venin fpite of the fevcre chaftifement they had 
met with in thofe calamities they had brought uponi 
their country ^ If fuch men could be fuppdled ca*^ 
pable of liftening to advicie after haying fo long 
defptfed it, they ought new to be tbld^ thait un- 
lefsthey immediately receded from the joaeaftiriSf 
they were purfuing^ they would neift have' to ac- 
count for the entire downfall of this kingdom. It 
Was abfolutely inevitable in the natural ^ourfe of 
eaufes and etteAii Dii minift^fs iSatter thenifelves 
that the united ilrength of th^ Houfe of Bourbon^ 
added to that of Axiierica, and of fuch powers a;s 
E c 2 would 
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vroxAd abet them, and take this occafion of quar<^ 
felling with us, would not outweigh that of Bri« 
tain, forlaken as ihe appeared manifeftly to be, and 
left alone to face fuch numerous and potent enemies ? 

An opening however ftill reinsuned for accommo* 
dation. France and Spain, though fufHciently iniw 
mical to Britain, had not gone thofe lengths in their 
siffiilance which had been required by the Ameri< 
cans. The diflktisfadion they felt was an opportu-^ 
ntty not to be negle&ed. Now, therefore, was the 
leafon to weaathem from the connexion they had 
formed with thofe :tw(t courts, by making fuch' 
overtures, as from their reafonablenefs would not 
be rejected. This ought to be done without delay ;. 
thofe powers knew their intereil too weU to refufe any 
requeft on the part of America, were the refufal tor 
endanger their fchemes againft Britain : but their 
compliance would probably be accompanied with 
fuch terms, as would then render an accommodation- 
with America imprafticable upon the conditions 
that might yet be obtained. 

Lord Chatham was ably feconded by the Lordr 
in oppofition. Their arguments were chiefly ground-- 
ed on the danger to which the nation would infal'p 
liWy be expofed, in encountering fuch a multitude 
of. enemies as threatened to arife from all parts, in 
cafe of a: further profecution of the war. The in- 
tentions of the Houfe of Bourbon were fo plain, that 
it would be an affront to the common fenfe of the 
public, to affeft fecurity from that quarter. How* 
ever fair the language of thofe courts might conti- 
xiue to be, their deeds befpoke nothing but the moft 
hoftile defigns-; ,and their enmity was of fo radical- 
and hereditary a nature, that it was not to be ex* 
peeked they would refrain from indulging it on the 
uiofl: tempting occafion that ever had been, or could 
be oftered, of 'humbling that- enemy who had fa 
often, and fp lately humbled them. . . : 
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An appeal was made by the Lords in oppofition 
to the bench of Bifliops. They were conjured^ M^ 
men whofe profelfion enjoined them particularly a» 
abhorrence of blood, to intereft themfeive^ in a man* 
lier becoming their fundion and character, in thf 
caufe of peace, and by no means to abet the fan«r 
^inary proceedings that had taken place in America. 

The employing of the Indians was adverted ta 
with peculiar acrimony. The fame argumeht|^ 
were adduced againft this meafure as had been ufed 
ifn the Houfe of Commons, and were enforced by 
Lord Chatham in the conclufion of his fpeech, with' 
great warmth, and energy of thought and language. 
• To the various allegations urged againft miniftry, 
♦cplies were made much in the fame ftrain as thofe 
employed in their favour in the Lower Houfe, It 
*ras particularly noticed, that the alliance formed' 
with the Indians was the refult of necieffity : the/ 
were the original natives and pofFeffors of the coun- 
try; connections had fubfifted between them and 
riie Engliih and French fucceffively ; they had, as 
Neighbouring nations, been applied to for affiftance 
by each, in the many wars between both. True iff 
Was, they were a blood-thirily and mercilefs people ; 
hut the knowledge of this was an additional motive 
16 thofe who were eonfeious of it, not to expofe 
themfelves to the confequences of their barbarous' 
difpofition. ai)d to avoid them by a due and timely 
iubrniffion. 

Among "Other remarics on this fubjed, it was ob- 
ferved, that mmiftry could in no wife be blamed for 
endeavouring tp ftrengthen the hands of their ad« 
herents in the Colonies, and of thofe who wene 
fighting the battle^ of the nation there, by every 
Aiethod that policy (^ggefted } and therefore were 
juftiy entitled tQ employ, for the obtaining of this 
end, thofe means which God and nature had put iit 
theif powers . j 
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Tkis iMtef e^preffion wap v^h^meijtly rtpuhexxdr 
qd by ti^0 p^afitioD« \t ws^ tal^ea vp with pecu^ 
^ fcv^ity l^ytorci CJb^^dwii, and reprefented u% 
tbft^ moA OTiininAl ^od a4i?ock>vi^ Ught* He }ari>eQ€*<^ 
^ thf xmth fW had mi^fi fuch ^n alteration k)t 
the m^i^fi .w4 ffcli^g^ of humanity which ^^ 
hitherto, diitinguiihed the pt^pl^ of this comiory k^ 
jp. hoaour^le ^ nianner fropi all others* it; was 
with equal ihamp aod gri^f he faw the qharai^er pj^ 
hU country nitf a ts^oced with fo much bafeoefs an4 
barbel icy, Thofe vyhp^aypwed fuch orinciple$ isr 
tJbe Houfi^ of ?,epif%9 ov^t . to recolleo: that whai 
fi;ll from thftir Upa did not fall to the ground ; it: 
YFs^ <;irc.yliat|Qd throughp^^t the n^ation^ and left an 
Indelibly impreiQon on t^; memory of thpf^^ wh$| 
itard it» whfopyei: thf .^^ellence, the fiqg^ia^ity|^ 
<)r thp fc#$!i4fftous ajid evil tendency of what waf 
^pp}^Qy mi^ it any ways remarkable, ^e woul^ 
YftRtuj© tp^Xi that; wh?k?..he had heard upon thu^ 
0acafjpniH'Quld/^Vally aftpnifli ^^d offend eVery hun 
^tj^ afid , l^h^ral oiind^ ^n^ bring difgrace upoJ| 
every indivi^Ugl, hpw^vgr. exalted, that would dar^ 
IP give it .cpviBtwance, 

': After a. moft yiplent ai;d acximonipus debates^, thu 
9iQtlQn in favour of th^ addrafs wa$ carried^^ hy s| 
Qisyprity of Q^nety-fevea voti^s^ to i>o more than^ 
iwenty-eigh):^ 

It ha4 bipmAilerted in th^ precedii)g debates^ thafe 
the navy was in a ftrong and flourilhing condition^ 
fully a4e<l\irt.e to the rof^ftaiice pf any naval force 
Vfhich the ep^mi^ of this country might poffefsw 
and ^ply jiifficient to quiet the apprehenfions o| 
thpfe who fufpeAed iiiimicaldefigns frpm^ tjie an- 
cient and i\atiar^ en^n^jes pf this country. 

Thi$ repfief^^atioQ was made in: anfwer tp thpfift 

who iniifted pn theneceffity of terii>iQ4ting thehpf* 

(ilitiesL in America^ from the obvioufnefs of tha 

jdapger t^ which the realm was exppfed> ffpni thp 
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. »ftdo^ted ^tentions 6i Prance tf^ affift^ the Ame^ 
vicaas. 

But ^htareprefentapifafa did not fijence thofe who 
ivere of a difpofition to require proofs of fo flatter*^ 
lag an- alTertiotu Tkey den»an4cd an* inquiry , and 
infiit^d lapon fuch an expoj&tion of fads- as might 
lemove all fufpicion of letters basing* otherwifci 
liian they had been fo confidently ftated.. 

The reaibn they affigned for this demmd was, 
that fueh an elucidation Would revive the fpirit of 
the nation^ and deprefsp that of its enemies in* the 
fno& efie&ual manner. It would reftore that con^* 
fidence tominiftry^ which the fufpicions univer?> 
|(iaUy prevalent of the nieg}e£ted cqaditi<m of the 
jDiavy had 1^ greatly diminiihed ; and it would hafve 
aftili more injportant effeft> Uy deterring our ehc^ 
mies^from. the purfuit pf the de^nst4iey were form- 
^ng againft us, when they perceived our ability to 
fruftrate them. 

. They who oppofed the demand^ contended that 
|i particular fpecification of tHecircumfiancesof the 
P^ritiih navy, would be an adt of the higheft impru* 
4ence : it would be pointing.oiK to the enemy where 
its deficiencies lay* No department, however 
carefully managed »id well conditioned, was with* 
#ut its flaws« The ftrength and power of ftates 
f onfifted, in a great mea&re, in the fecrecy and 
^lofenefs with which its affairs were conduAed.-^ 
They were ih^Uow politicians who imagined that a 
nfiaqi|ieftation of the exadt fiate of our navy could 
anfwer ^ny other purpofe than to inftrudt ouf ene- 
inies iq ^hat manner to do it moft detriment, and 
jay us open at the fanie time to the blame of all the 
judicious p^rt of t^ W9^W^ for our weaknefs and 
want of d|fcreti(a^* 

The miniftry was However fo clofely preffed upon 

this matter, that ^ ilatement of the prefent condif^ 

lion of thp navy was confented to. But when the 
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^ufinefs came into difcuflion^ the aifertions on eacH 
fide were fo contradictory, that no infight into the 
affairs of that department was obtained that could 
with fafcty be depended on. 

A motion bemg made in the Committee of Sup^ 
ply, * that fixty thoufand feamen ihould be voted 
For the enfuing year,' it occafioned loud complaints 
that a prolongation of the American war was plainly 
jntended by the making of fuch a requifition. It 
fliowed, too, faid they, now much the miniftry had 
deceived the nation, or had been deceived them- 
felves, by afferting, feffion after feffion, that nothing 
was to be apprehended from abroad, and that we 
might profecute what m( afures we thought proper 
Yefpefting America, without any fear of interrupt 
tioh or moleftation upon that account. 
' Such, however, was the confcioufnefs of the im- 
hiinent danger to which the kingdom was expofed, 
that the motion was agreed to without a divifion. 

As the bill paffed during the laft feffion for fufpen- 
ding, in fome cafes, the Habeas Corpus Aft, was now 
expiring, the continuation of it was moved, for the 
fame reafons alledged on its firfl paffing. 

This motion excite^ anew the difcontent of thofo 
who had oppofed it when firft propofed. They al? 
ledgcd that its operations ought to be made known 
before an acquiefoence could reafonably be expec- 
ted to the prefent motion. In order, therefore, to 
remove any doubt of its propriety, and to cle^r it 
ifrom any fufpjcion of harlhhefs and oppreffion, it 
was moved by opppfition on the other fide, that 
a return ihould be made of the prifppers, and an ac* 
count given of the prifons in which they were con- 
fined, whether in Great Britain or America, with, 
fopies of their commitments, fpecifying the bail 
offered for their enlargement, arid the proceedings 
pf the Privy Council purfuant to the powers vefted 
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la thenit This return included all perfons com- 
mitted for high treafon (ince the affair at Lexington* 

This motion was affented to by miniftry, the 
friends of which^ obferved, that an inquiry of 
this kind would fully evince how little adminiilra- 
tion was inclined to treat any individuals with un« 
neceffary feverity, and how ready to give all rea- 
Ibnable fatisfadion to fuch as required proofs of 
the propriety of their conduft, and tl^e uprightncft 
of their intentions. 

The reafons alledged by oppofitloB for a difcpn* 
tinuance of the bill, were^ that no fort of heceffity 
appeared for the precautions it alluded to. No cN 
fea: had been produced by it, as none of thofe eviU 
had happened which it was inteiided to remedy.-— 
It was therefore ufelefs; and being otherwife of 9 
dangerous tendency to public freedom, ought nor 
to be allowed of, but in cafes of thp extremeft ne- 
ceffity. 

It was argued, on the fide of miniftry, that the 
very motive mentioned by oppofition fpr difconti- 
nuing the bill, was a proof of its expediency. It 
had prevented thofe evils which would otherwife 
have happened, and muft have been feverely pu- 
nilhed. Its continuance was therefore highly ex-^ 
pedient, as it contributed fo effeftually to domcftip 
tranquility. 

After a variety of arguments, much to the fame 
effeft, a continuance of the bill was voted by a ma-' 
jority of one hundred and fixteen, to fixty. 

The next fubjedt wherein America became again 
an objeft of difculffion, was the land-tax. Here 
the difputants on either fide renewed that immenfc 
Variety of argumentation which had for years been 
f epeated to fo little purpofe. The inutility of war* 
ting in America for the purpofes of taxation, was 
enforced from the imprafticability of raifing a reve- 
|»He QUt of a country that had no money, and which 
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ought ca be confidered as Id a ftate of dbfolute 4e* 
fokicion* It was now (6 mych impoveriikfd^ as noe 
topffer the teaft jatboal kop^ of oemgabie to qon* 
tribute ia tho feaft to tbe public eitigencies <^ the 
cmpiret Its own were fo preffing, that were Bri^ 
taia to obtain the point U propofed^ and reduce tk^ 
Colonies to fubmiffion^ the wo\HMi» they had re** 
ceived in this conteft n^uft &rj(l be healed, ere we 
(ould carry qur teyeijue fcheme^ int^execxitjon. 

It was further obferved on this occafion, that; 
matters were now coi»e to that woeful extremity^ 
that were a peace to take place that inftant, and 
Aniierica (onfent to the moft ins^i^iett fvibjed:i(» to 
this country, k would enquire a kagtb q£ years for 
a r^-fettlement of affairs .upoi> their tormer footings 
The only benefit that coul^ result from a pae^a^; 
tion at the prefent moaient| would be a ceffiiticMi 
from blood aod q^nage/ Tkofe who expeded 
more, had not attended to the mifchiefs which the 
violence of the times: haidperpetratdd (M| bo^K fides. 
They were ^eat in America, but they were greater 
ftill in Britam* Here^ ipdeed^ the laodsr kad &o( 
l^eeii laid, wafte,. nor .t<bo towns and eisifs reduced t0 
aihes, but immenfe funlds of future ^i^j^perity had 
been laviiked for th^ purpofes of deftriMStiox^, an4 
were now loft fqr levers - It had been jcalculated tha£ 
larger Aims hac^ been expended in confequence of 
this unhappy alterpatton, than would hfl^e fufficed 
to purchaf(^i^ ^d bring to the completeft improve*? 
pient, aU the uncqhiVated lands in the kingdom* . 

After a variety of obiierva^ions of tki^ nature, it 
wasf concluded, that, in order tQ arrive ;it a precife 
and well-founded I^now|edg^ qf the queftiofei fo 
9ften agitated,-r:the propriety of continuing the 
American war, an examinationi of the means hyi 
which it was tq be fuppqrted, fecmed indifpenfiibly 
sefeiT^ry, It was a dired and obvious 'method ; it 
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)cid Sraight to the pointy and wduld at cmce (oablo 
< pen to con;^ to a clear decifion. 

. Kut an &j(amina£ion of tfai/kin4 iacluding 9 dole 
isif«dion iivtp numerous particulars, and afi accu* 
^irate. view of all ttaniadcioas relatmp to tl>is impor* 
tant obje<3:^ iH)thiqg lefs than a careful inquiry into 
ihe prefeQt flate and f;ij:cuimU]M:e$ pf t^ D^tion^ 
pould aofwer the purpQffe propofed. 

Such were the feptiments delivered on this ocfra* 
^pn. i»y NJr. Fox, wbofe e^ftraijrdinary abiUties had 
j^teady Ijeei;^ oftentiaics exerciied in the many de- 
i)ates concernil^ ./^ertcan affairs. 
. jEie moved for a Commkcee of the whcde Houfe, 
to take iiitp cpfifideratiou the ftate of the nation. — 
The obje^she principally recommended tp their at* 
temion, werjg the expeaces incurred by the war, 
^^d the reipurces remaining to raife the fupplies foe 
its oontinuance, the loiles it Had occ%fioned, the 
comnsuercial fituatipn of tbb couutry in confequence 
pf it, tfeq pre^nt aifpefl: of the war, what hopes of 
iuccefs it aigbrded, the condudt of miniftry relating 
to it, the means of re*ellabli&ing tranquility, the 
£tuation of Erijtain refpe^ing foreign powers, and 
tj^e progress made in America towards a reconcilia«- 
tion by the Commiflioners appointed for that purpofe* 

Thefe were the outlines of the inquiry. Other 
particulars of lefs importance were alfo mentioned, 
^s deferving of inveftigation. That fufficient time 
imght be afforded to procure the various papers and 
d6cument$ requifite for fuch an inquiry, he propo- 
fed that the committee (hould be fixed for the fecond 
jBifi February, two months from the prefent day. 
; The diotion for an inquiry into the ftate of the 
patioa being complied with, Mr. Fox followed it 
with another to requeft that the papers relating to 
the tranfadtion^ pf the Commiffipners in America, 
iphould be laid before the Houfe. But this was re- 
fukd^hj, tXi^DfjXf^Yf The ground for this refufal was. 
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that it would be difclofing matters of which the 
knowledge would prove highly prejudicial to many 
Individuals. As much (hould be made known as 
was confiftent with their fafety, and with the generat 
rules of difcretion in affairs that required fecrecy ; 
but an entire and unreferved difclofal of tranfaiftions 
wherein fo much ought to remain concealed, would 
obvioufly be produftive of detrinjcnt to the buiinefs 
in agitation. 

On the following day, which was the third of De- 
cember, the difafter of the army under General 
Burgoyne, was notified to the Houfe. Great was 
the grief and concern which it excited ; but the re- 
proaches which it drew on the miniftry, were not 
lefs. Their in^prudence, their obftinacy, their prc- 
fumptioh, were the fource of this, and of all the 
talamities that had befallen, and were ftill awaiting 
this country. A fatality attended all their proceed- 
ings. At home they had incurred the odium, and 
the contempt of all the judicious part of the com^ 
inunity ; abroad they had involved the affairs of the 
nation in utter confufion^ It was engaged in a fan- 
guinary quarrel with the inhabitants of a confider- 
able part of the empire, and was expofed tAthe in- 
fults and ill treatment of all its neighbours. 

With expreiBons and complaints of this nature, 
was that fatal intelligence received by the niembers 
of the oppofition. The favourers of miniftry were, 
upon this occafion, ftruck with filence and dejection. 
The hSt was, indeed, of fo melancholy a nature, 
that both parties were equally aiFefted. It was a na- 
tional calamity, and as luch, could not fail being 
cJeeply felt by an affembly of men^^ who, however 
they might diflfer in opinion concerning public mea- 
fures, muft naturally be ftippofed to hs^ye fincerely 
at heart the welfare of their country. 

There were fome, hq\yeve^ who did not join in 
this general defpoqdency^^. They feemjed,:on the 

contrary. 
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Contrary 9 to feel a ftronger determination to purfue 
rigorous meafurcs, and to aft, if poffible, with more 
refolution than before. They rej^robated, with 
great energy of language, that readinefs to defpait 
of the commonwealth, to which fome were inclined 
from the wcaknefs and timidity of their difpofition, 
and which others afFefted from motives of party. 
It was not, faid they, with fuch feeble fentiments, 
liiat'^ people with whom the Britllh nation Relights 
to compare itfelf, was ufedtomeetadverfity, Whea 
fifty thoufand Romans had been cut to pieces at 
Gannae, not above two or three days journey from 
Rome, the fenate did not exprefs more alarm than 
was BOW felt or pretended, at the capture of no more 
than five thouland men, at the diftance of three 
thoufand miles^ pn the other fide of the ocean. 

Certain it is, that the news of the misfortune that 
had befallen General Burgoyne, was received with 
much more concern, and occafioned much greater 
affliftion, than became the charafter of the Britifli 
nation. ' It was undoubtedly a fevere difappoint* 
mcnt ; but the difcouragement refulting from it,- 
was much greater than the real detriment which thci 
public fuftained by that unfortunate event. 

On the fourth of December, the Committee of 
Supply reported, that the fum of fix hundred and 
eighty-three thoufand pounds would be wanted for 
the expences of the office of Ordnance, in the en* 
iuing year. The immenfity of the demand roufed 
all the fire of oppofition. It was afked, whether 
miniftry did fefioUfly believe that the refources of 
this coiintry were adequate to the charges of a war, 
of which only one fingle department called for fuch 
a confumption of money ? The fum demanded, ex* 
ceeded by one hundred and forty thoufand pounds, 
that which was expended in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-nine ; the moft aftive, im- 
IN9rta,nt, and fuccefsfijl year of the late glorious war^ 
y We 
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We d>efi maintained near three kundred tliadifiai^ 
{gliting men, and our operatii^s were e±tended td 
every quarter of the globe* It was incdtoprehta>' 
fiWle, therefore, how To vaft a ium aft that wfaid^ 
was at prefent requited, could be wanted^ when the 
fiumber of men employed amounted to no mwd 
than eighty tboufand, and our Colonies were the onljr 
theatre of hollility. 

Mr. Burke, in particular, wai v4rry fireffiiig dH 
this fubjedt, anddiiplayed mu£h knowledge, as weit 
as eloquence, in the manner in which he treated it; 
Receiving no anfwer to the feveial interrogatiotts hd 
had made relating to the bufinefs in debate, and thei 
Speaker preparing to put the qucftfon, he declared 
with great iirmnefs and refolution, that the queftioii 
ihould not be put, till miniftry had given folne fa^ 
tisfadory explanation on fo weighty a fubjedi The 
expence and the fervice for which it was intended^ 
bore no manner of proportion, and e($Qld not be re«* 
<onciled« x 

In anfwer t6 thefe queftions, which were . reite* 
rated with great vigour, it was replied on the lide' 
af miniftry, that the extraordinary expence of thiar 
department, was owing to the extremely hoftile dif« 
pofition of the country where the war was wagiitg^ 
jNo fupplies of any kind could he purchafed thcre^ 
and every article requifice for this brancli of the fer-s 
vice muft bfc tranfported thither from home. This 
neceffarily created a prodigious expehce, unprece^t 
dented in any former wars* 

It was alfo obfervcd, that in the laft war tht fo* 
ircign troops in the pay of Great Britain, provided 
their own ammunition. This made ^ part of the 
contrads formed with them^ and did not ent^r into 
the accounts of the Board of Ordnance, which of 
coftfequetice fell incomparably ihortf of what they 
muft have done had fo vaft an expenditure l^eeii in- 
cluded. True it was, that Gj^eat Britain maintained 

near 
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neJtr three hundred thoufand m^n in arms during 
the period that had been mentioned ; but the num« 
ber of Britifli forces at the time, conftituted but 
a part of the whole ftrength we then employf d ; 
and it was only to them the eftimates of the Board 
of Ordnance related. 

Such an explanation, it was replied by opjpofition, 
ihewed at once what was to be expefted trom the 
continuance of a war, the very nature of which was 
fo much more deftruftive than any that had ever 
preceded. Every branch of expence arifing from 
it, was carried to the verieft extremity of excefs« 
Stipulations with foreigner^, or contrafts with our 
own people, were equally onerous. They alike 
took advantage of the many real, and • many pre- 
tended difficulties they found in complying with the 
terms of their refpedlive agreements, to burden us 
with the moft enormous expences* 
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